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PEEFACE. 







|HE present volume is rather a conden- 
sation than an abridgment of the later 
Yolnmes of Captain Hall's "Fra^^ents 



of Voyages and Traveb^" inasmuch as it comprises 
all the chapters of the second and third series, only 
slightly abbreviated, in v^cli tho author describes 
the various duties of the naval lieutenant and com- 
mander, the personal narrative being the framework^ 
and his own experience.in both 'capacities providing 
the details. 

The editor has no hesitation in stating, after the 
careful perusal and analysis he has necessarily made 
of this work, and that, with a tolerably extensive 
knowledge of books, he knows of none which may, 
with more propriety, be placed in the hands of young 
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men, whaterer may be their destination in life; but 
more especially are they adapted for the use of young 
officers and all aspirants to a seaman's life. The 
personal narrative, slight though it is, renders it 
very amusing, and every point the author makes 
inculcates a rigorous attention to "duty" duly tem- 
pered with discretion and humanity in commanding 
officers. 
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THE LIEUTENANT AND 
COMMANDER. 




CHAPTER I. 

TAKING A LINS IN THB SEBTICE. 

IT there is a tide in the affiurs of men, 
has Tcry naturally become a figure of 
frequent and almost hackneyed use in 
the cockpits, gun-rooms, and even the 
captains' cabins of our ships and vessels of war. 
Like its numerous brethren of common-places, it 
will be found, perhaps, but of small application to 
the real business of life ; though it answers capitally 
to wind up a regular grumble at the unexpected 
success of some junior messmate possessed of higher 
interest or abilities, and helps to contrast the growler's 
own hard fate with the good luck of those about him. 
Still, the metaphor may have its grateful use ; for 
certainly in the Nav}', and I suppose elsewhere, there 
is a period in the early stages of every man's pro- 
fessional life at which it is necessary that he should, 
more or less decidedly, **take his line," in order 

B 
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best to profit by the tide when th6 flood begins t( 
make. It is difficult to say exactly at what stagi 
of a young officer's career the determination to adop 
any one of the numerous lines before him should b 
taken : but there can be little doubt as to the utilit; 
of that determination being made early in life. L 
most cases, it is clearly beyond the reach of artificia 
systems of discipline, to place, on a pair of younj 
shoulders, the reflecting head-piece of age and ex 
perience; neither, perhaps, would such an incon 
gruity be desirable. But it seems quite within th 
compass of a conscientious and diligent commandinj 
officer's power by every means to cultivate the taste 
and strengthen the principles and the understandin] 
of the persons committed to his charge. His en 
deavour should be, to train their thoughts in such i 
manner that, when the time for independent reflec 
tion and action arrives, their judgment and feeling 
may be ready to carry them forward in the righ 
path ; to teach them the habit, for instance, of dis 
covering that, in practice, there is a positive, an< 
generally a speedy pleasure and reward attendan 
on almost every exercise of self-denial. When tha 
point is once firmly established in the minds o 
young men, it becomes less difficult to persuade then 
to relinquish whatever is merely agreeable at tb 
moment, if it stand in the way of the sterner claim; 
of duty. 

Although the period must vary a good deal, 
should be disposed to say, that, in general, a yea 
or two after an officer is promoted to the rank o 
lieuttiiant, may bo nljoitl i\tv time y{\wi\ hrs otigh 
frjirly iihi:] liiinlfv To lira;*' fumr^rlf up tct liillou' n par 
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to persevere in it. His abilities being concentrated 
on some definite set of objects; his friends, both on 
shore and afloat, will be ftimished with some tangi- 
ble means of judging of his capacity. Without such 
knowledge^ their patronage is likely to do themselves 
no credit, and their protege very little^ if any^ real 
service. 

Some young fellows set out in their professional 
life by mijiing themselves thorough-bred sailors; their 
hands are fiuniliar with the tar-bucket; their fingers 
are cut across with the marks of the ropes they have 
been pulling and hauling; and their whole soul is 
wrapped up in the intricate science of cutting out 
sails, and of rigging masts and yards. Their dreams 
are of cringles and reef-tackles, of knots, splices, 
grunmiets, and dead-eyes. They can tell the length, 
to a£ithom, of every rope in the boatswain's warrant, 
from the flying jib down-haul to the spanker-sheet; 
and the height of every spar, from the main-top- 
gallant truck to the heel of the lower mast. Their 
delight is in stowing the hold; dragging about kent- 
lage is their joy ; they are the very souls of the ship's 
company. In harbour they are eternally paddling 
in the boats, rowing, or sculling, or sailing about ; 
they are always the first in fishing or bathing parties ; 
in short, they are for ever at some sailor-kind of 
work. At sea, their darling music is the loud whistle 
of the hardest storm-stay-sail breeze, with an occa- 
sional accompaniment of a split main-top-sail. '* The 
harder it blows, and the faster she goes," the mer- 
rier are they; *' strong galos and squally" is the 
item they love best to chalk on the log-board ; and 
even when the oldest top-men begin to hesitate 
about lying out on the yard to gather in the flapping 
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remnants of the torn canvas, these gallant youngsters 
glory in the opportunity of setting an example of 
what a gentleman sailor can perform. So at it they 
go, utterly reckless of consequences; and by sliding 
down the lift, or scrambling out, monkey fashion, to 
the yard-arm, where they sit laughing, though the 
spar be more than half sprung through, they accom- 
plish their purpose of shaming the others into greater 
exertions. It is well known that one of the ablest, 
if not the very ablest, of the distinguished men whom 
the penetrating sagacity of Nelson discovered and 
brought forward, owed his first introduction to the 
notice of that wonderful commander by an exploit 
of this very description. 

These are the dashing boys who cut out privateers, 
jump overboard after men who cannot swim, and 
who, when the ship is on fire, care not a farthing 
for the smoke and heat, but dive below with the 
engine-pipe in their hands, and either do good ser- 
vice, or perish in the flames with a jolly huzza on 
their lips. Such may fairly be called the muscular 
parts of our body nautical, for there is no gummy 
flesh about them; and when handled with skill, they 
foiTa the stout instruments which help essentially to 
win such battles as the Nile and Trafalgar. 

The young persons I have just been describing 
are, however, by no means servile imitators of the 
sailors; they possess much useful technical know- 
ledge, as well as mere energy of character ; and often 
both think and act with originality; yet they are 
docile to the last degree, and delight in nothing more 
than fulfilling, to the very letter, the orders of their 
superiors. They may amuse themselves, as young- 
sters, by affecting the gait, the dress, and the lingo 



DASHING BOYS ASHORE. 5 

of the man before the mast; and are at times sup- 
posed to be a little too i&miliar with these models, 
on whom they pretend to shape their manners ; but 
still they never carry the joke so far as to become 
what is called " Jack and Tom," even with the lead- 
ing men in the ship. They can sing, upon occasion, 
snatches of forecastle ditties, or fling off a hornpipe 
worthy of the merriest cracked fiddle that ever 
somided mider the bow of a drunken musician 
amongst a company, half-seas over, at the back of 
Point Beach. Not content with 

" Their long-qnartered shoes, check shirt, and bine jacket," 

they will even thrust a quid into their cheek, merely 
to gain the credit, such as it is, of '* chewing backy 
like a sailor." 

But there must be a limit to the indulgence of 
these fancies ; and if even an elder midshipman or 
mate of the decks were permanently to distinguish 
him.self after this masquerade fashion, he would 
speedily lose caste even with the crew. When a mid, 
for example, is promoted to lieutenant, he must 
speedily decide whether he shall follow up in earnest 
a course of strictly seaman-like objects, of which the 
mere outwarrl show had previously captivated his 
young fancy; or he must enter into some compromise 
with himself, and relinquish a part of his exclusive 
regard for these pursuits, in consideration of others 
less fascinating, to be sure, but more likely to bear 
on his advancement; for, without some knowledge 
of many other things, his chance must be very small 
in the race of professional life. 

In tolerably wide opposition of habits to these 
tarpaulin men follow the less dashing and showy 
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race sometimes called ''star-gasers/' sometimes 
" dictionary-men," who are also occasionally taanted 
or dignified by their messmates with the title of 
" philosophers/' The object of most of these young 
philosophisers is to get at the reason of all things, 
and to be able not only to work by the rules laid 
down for them in printed books, or in the written 
orders of their superiors; but to investigate the foun- 
dation of these rules and regulations so thoroughly, 
that when new cases occur, they may have it in theii 
power to meet them by fresh resources of their own: 
according in spirit, with those which experience has 
shown to be conducive to the happiness of the crew 
and the efficiency of the service. Out of the class 
of officers now sdiuded to, the growth of which it 
has been the wise policy of late years to encourage, 
there have sprung up the numberless voyagers, sur- 
veyors, and other strictly nautical men, who are 
always to be found when the public service requires 
a practical question to be settled, or a professional 
office of responsibility and trust to be filled up. If 
the arctic circle is to be investigated by sea or by 
land, or the deserts of Africa traversed, or the world 
circumnavigated afresh, under the guidance of the 
modem improvements in navigation, the government 
at once caUs upon such men as Parry, Franklin, 
Clapperton, Beechey,* to whom they can safely en- 
trust the task. 

From the same class, also, a valuable race of naval 
statesmen have been drawn. For a considerable 
number of years, the whole of the diplomatic duties 
of South America, as far as concerned the interests 

* All iifnn*" sifjce our author wsinti?- Nmv U }frik^ for Oa- 
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of England, were carried on by the naval com- 
manders-in-chief. Who can forget how important 
a share of Lord Nelson's command, or, after him, of 
Lord Collingwood's in the Mediterranean, consisted 
of duties of a purely civil description ? And it may 
be questioned if diplomatic history offers a more 
masteiiy specimen of address and statesman-like 
decision, as well as forethought, than was displayed 
by Captain Maitland, in securing the person of 
Buonaparte, not only without committing himself or 
his government, but without wounding the feelings 
of the fallen emperor. The case was, and ever must 
remain, unique ; and yet the most deliberate reflec- 
tion, even after the event, has not suggested anything 
to wish changed. Fortunate, indeed, was it for the 
reputation of this country that the delicate task fell 
to the lot of an officer possessed of such inherent 
▼igour of character, and one so familiar with the 
practical exercise of his own resources, that diffi- 
culties which might have staggered ordinary minds 
vanished before his. 

In so extensive a sen'ice as the Navy, accident 
might perhaps occasionally produce such men as 
have been named above ; but it is very material to 
observe, that unless there existed, as a permanent 
body, a large class in the Navy, who follow the pur- 
suits alluded to from taste as well as from motives 
of public spirit, and from whose ranks selections can 
be made with confidence at moments of need, such 
opportunities as those above alluded to might often 
be allowed to pass unprofitably. It is, moreover, 
important to recollect, that it is in these matters as 
in everything else where there is a great demand, 
and consequently a great supply, there will from 
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time to time start up a master spirit, such as that 
of my lamented friend, the late Captain Henry 
Foster, to claim, even in the very oatset of his 
career, the cheerful homage of all tibe rest. So &r 
from the profession envying his early success, €ft 
being disturbed at his pre-eminent renown, they 
felt that his well-earned honours only shed lustre 
on themselves. 

It is also very pleasing to observe the reciprocal 
feeling which belongs on such occasions to all rightly 
constituted minds. When Captain Foster, in 1828, 
then only lieutenant, received the Copley medal, the 
highest scientific honour in the gift of the Boyal 
Society, it never occurred to him merely to hang it 
at his breast in solitary dignity, or to chuckle pre- 
sumptuously at his own particular good fortune. So 
far from this, he thought only of the service ; and 
proceeding straight to the Admiralty, he showed the 
medal, and declared modestly, but firmly, to their 
lordships, that he considered the honour only nomi- 
nally bestowed upon himself, but essentially conferred 
upon the naval profession at large. This generous 
and manly appeal could not fail to make its due im- 
pression ; and within the same hour, his commission, 
as commander, was signed, his appointment to a ship 
ordered, and a voyage of scientific research carved 
out for him. But 1 need not add how bitter a grief 
it is to those who were personally acquainted with 
this rising young oflBcer, to think that so much 
knowledge — such useful talents — such unmatched- 
zeal and industry — and such true love for science — 
all so fertile in promises of future service and re- 
nown — should have been lamentably quenched in a 
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Besides the regular-built sailors, and the salt- 
water statesmen and philosophers, there is yet an- 
other set which greatly outnumbers both, and which, 
if comparisons must be made, equals,* if it docs not 
&r exceed them in utility. I allude to that large 
and very important body of strictly professional 
persons who are not remarkable for anything in par- 
ticular, unless it be for a hearty and uncompromising 
derotion to the service. Captains, it is to be feared, 
are generally too apt to consider these meritorious 
persons as less entitled to attention than their more 
showy companions; just as schoolmasters arc, not 
unnaturally, disposed to devote most of their time to 
the cleverest boys, to the comparative neglect of those 
who cluster round the point of mediocrity. It may, 
however, be easily conceived that the persons least 
attended to, afloat as well as on shore, often stand 
more in need of notice and assistance than their 
gifted brethren, who are better able to make their 
own consequence felt and acknowledged ; for it must 
not be forgotten that these honest, hard-working 
men actually perform the greater part of all the rou- 
tine drudgery of the service, and perhaps execute it 
better than men of higher talents could do in their 
place. 

The class amongst us who devote themselves to 
sober literary pursuits is necessarily very small ; but 
that of the happy youths, who dream the gods have 
made them poetical, has many members, who " rave, 
recite, and madden round the ship,*' to their own 
(exclusive) satisfaction. Others there are who deal 
desperately in the fine arts of painting and music, — 
that is, who draw out of perspective, and play out of 
tune : not that the ability to sketch the scenes and 
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phenomena continually passing before them is ol 
jcctionable; I allude here to the pretenders to ar 
Their poor messmates can have little respect f< 
these pretending Bembrandts and Paganinis; an 
the happiness of the mess would be considerably in 
proved if authority were given to pitch every sue 
sketch-book and every flute out at the stem-port. 

Finally come the raking, good-looking, shon 
going, company-hunting, gallivanting, riff-raff set* 
reckless youths, who, having got rid of the entai 
glement of parents and guardians, and having i 
great restraint of principle or anything else to chec 
them, seem to hold that his Majesty's service 
merely a convenience for their especial use, and h 
Msyesty*s ships a sort of packet-boats to carry the 
elegant persons from port to port, in search of frei 
conquests, and, as they suppose, fresh laurels to the 
country. 

Few men do anything well which they do n< 
like ; for the same reason, if an officer be capable < 
performing services really valuable, his success mm 
arise from turning his chief attention to those branch< 
of the profession which he feels are the most conge 
nial to his peculiar tastes, and which experience hi 
shown lie within the range of his capacity. Som 
officers deliberately act upon this, while the great( 
number, as may be supposed, adopt their line uncoi 
Bciously. Still, it is the bounden duty of every wel 
wisher to the sen-ice to use the influence he pof 
sesscs to lead the young persons about him to folio 
the true bent of their genius, and to select as a prii 
cipal object of study the particular branch of tl 
profession in which they are most likely to benel 
themselves permanently. 
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I well remember, in my own case, the day, and 
almost the very hour, when these convictions flashed 
upon my mind. I then saw, for the first time, that 
imless I speedily roused myself, and " took my line " 
Tigorously, the proper occasion might swiftly pass 
away. I was quite astonished how, up to that mo- 
ment, I had seen so little of what now appeared so 
very palpable ; every other consideration was instantly 
dismissed, and all minor vanities being shaken off like 
dew-drops to the air, I set resolutely about the at- 
tainment of my promotion, the grand object of every 
officer's ambition. But before describing how this 
important affiiir was put in train, I shall attempt a 
sketch of the kind of life I was leading about this 
period. In looking back to those days, and glanc- 
ing the mind's eye along the intermediate years, I 
sometimes ask myself whether or not I should act 
very differently if permitted to make the voyage over 
again, under the guidance of experience bought by 
the practice of life. The retrospect, of course, offers 
some unavailing regrets ; but still I can hardly be- 
lieve that the result would, on the whole, have proved 
materially happier for myself. 

Such being the case, I trust there is no unpar- 
donable egotism in mentioning, in a work intended 
for young people, that one of my chief motives for 
bringing these Fragments of my life and adventures 
before them, is the hope of imparting to others, si- 
milarly circumstanced, a portion of that spirit of 
cheerfulness, and that resolute determination to make 
the most of things, which, after thirty years of acti- 
vity and enjoyment in foreign climes, have landed 
me in perfect contentment at home. 



CHAPTER II. 



A SArLOB ON SHOBE. 




t T is a far easier thing to get into a house 
in Ireland than to get out of it again; 
for there is an attractive and retentive 
witchery about the hospitality of the 
natives of that country, which has no match, as hr 
as I have seen, in the wide world. In other places 
tlie people are hospitable or kind to a stranger ; but 
in Ireland the aifair is reduced to a sort of science, 
and a web of attentions is flung round the visitor 
before he well knows where he is : so that if he be 
not a very cold-blooded or a very temperate man, it 
will cost him sundry headaches — and mayhap some 
touches of the heartache — before he wins his way 
back again to his wonted tranquillity. 

I had not a single acquaintance in Ireland when 
first I visited tliat most interesting of countries: 
before leaving it, however, after about a year and a- 
half's cruising off and on tlieir coasts, I was on pretty 
intimate terms with one family at least for every 
dozen miles, from Downpatrick on the east, to the 
Bloody Foreland on the west, a range of more than 
hundred and twenty miles. 



IltlSB HOSPITALITY. 13 

The way in which this was brought aboat is suf- 
ficiently characteristic of the country. I had inhe- 
rited a taste for geology ; and as the north of Irehuid 
afibrds a fine field for tiie exercise of the hammer, I 
soon made myself acquainted with the GHant's CSausc- 
way, and the other wonders of that singular district. 
While engaged in these pursuits, I fell in with an 
eminent medical practitioner resident in that port of 
the country, a gentleman well known to the sdontiiic 
world : he was still better known on the spot as the 
most benevolent and kindest of men. In no part of 
the globe have I made a more agreeable or useful 
acquaintance. During a residence of a week under 
the roof of this delightful person, he frequently 
urged me to make acquaintance with some friends of 
his, liring also in the north of Ireland, but at the 
opposite angle. He was, in particular, desirous that 
I should see a fiunily with whom he described him- 
self as being very intimate, and who wore then on a 
Tisit far in the west. 

Influenced by the extreme earnestness of my 
wortliy friend, who, indeed, would hardly let mo stir 
from his house until I Iiad promised to deliver, with 
my own hands, a letter of introduction to a lady al- 
luded to, who, he assured me, would introduce me to 
the family with whom she was then living as a guest. 
I thought it rather an odd arrangement that a mere 
guest should introduce a stranger to another person's 
house : but I had already seen enough of the liearty 
hospitality of Ireland not to wonder at anything 
haring a kind purpose in riew. I therefore promised 
that, if at any time I could obtain leave of absence 
for a few days, the introductory letter should be 
dchvere<l. 
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I did not discover, until long afterwards^ the secret 
motive of my friend's anxiety that I should pay the 
visit in question^ though, at the time alluded to, I 
was quite coxcomb enough to suppose that it all 
arose from personal consideration. It mattered little 
to me, however, to what the kindness was due; and, 
my leave having expired, I set off to the Endymion, 
of which I was then second lieutenant, with a firm re- 
solution to avail myself of the first opportunity of 
visiting the persons to whom my excellent friend the 
doctor had given me an introduction. I had been 
BO frequently absent before, that I expected to be 
fixed on board for a long time to come, and was 
therefore agreeably disappointed to discover that my 
brother-ofiicers had formed so many pleasant ac- 
quaintances at Bumcrana, a town on the banks of the 
magnificent Lough Swilly, that they were quite wil- 
ling to remain on the spot, and to take upon their 
shoulders the extra duty which my renewed absence 
imposed upon them. I had only, therefore, to ob- 
tain the captain's permission for a fresh run. This 
was easily gained, for he was the most indulgent of 
mortals; and his only caution was, "Now, mind, 
don' t you be falling in love with any of these Irish 
girls. It will be quite time enough for that when 
you are a post captain." 

I promised to attend to his advice, and set out in 
the highest glee, wishing for no better sport than to 
try the firmness of my resolutions on this head, 
though, it must be confessed, I was fiilly more in- 
clined to follow the precept enjoined upon me by 
another friend, who, by way of improving the cap- 
tain's instruction, said, — 

" Do take care what you are about when you mix 
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loee fiiir and fitscinating witches^ and never 
>ur8elf as heart-safe^ unless you are in love 
least two of them at once ! " 
went ; hut it matters not whether the course 
was to the east or to the west after leaving 
iderry : a letter of introduction in my pocket 
\y determined my route ; and, having hired a 
x>ut horse^ I strapped my valise hehind, and 
on a fine summer's evening in quest of ad-* 
s. Tet I was in no respect prepared to find 
so soon in what appeared very like a field of 

I had not proceeded twenty miles before I 
> a village surrounded by troops, and guarded 
ends of its few streets by loaded cannon, with 

matches smoking by their sides. A con- 
le encampment was formed on a slightly 
3minence near the village ; and on the neigh- 
l ground, still farther off, might be seen large 
w groups of people, who, I learned, upon in- 
wrere chiefly Orangemen, preparing for a grand 
•nial procession on this the 12th of July, the 
lown anniversary of the battle of the Boyne. In 

resist this proceeding on the part of thePro- 
s, an immense multitude on the Koman Catliolic 

the question were likewise assembled, and all 
As converging towards that quarter were lined 
irties of men carrying sticks in their hands, 

1 to the expected scene of action. The mili- 
id been called in to keep the peace, but the 
passions of the respective factions were so 
roused, that even the precautions above de- 
seemed hardly suflicient to prevent tho 

ned conflict, 
matter of curiosity, I could have no great 
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objection to seeing another snch battle as tbe one 
I had witnessed near Corunna between those long- 
estabUshed fighting-cocks, the French and English ; 
but to look on while honest Pat and Tim wore break- 
ing one another's heads upon abstract political 
grounds, and English soldiery interposing with grape- 
shot and fixed bayonets to make them friends again, 
was what I had no mind for. I tried> therefore, to ex- 
tricate myself forthwith from this unhappy struggle; 
but my horse being tired, I was forced to sleep in a 
village which, for aught I knew, might be sacked and 
burned before morning; nothing occurred, however: 
nevertheless, I felt Hai from easy till out of reach 
of the furious factions; the strangest thing of all 
being that some quiet folks, a few miles distant, with 
whom I took breakfa.<it, seemed scarcely to mind it, 
although the country round them was all on fire. 
From thence the course lay across a wild range of 
mountains, one of tliem having on its top a sheet of 
fresh water called Loch Salt. Nothing can be con- 
ceived more desolate or droary than this part of the 
country; and as there were few inhabitants upon it 
at any time, and none at all at this moment, I had 
no sniall diftieulty in making good my way. On 
coming nearer to the noble bay or lough, on the 
banks of which the country-seat of my unknown 
friends was to be found, the aspect of things changed 
;is if by magic. A slijyht inequality in the ground 
concealed this "jewel in the desert," as it was often 
called, till the whole of its rare beauties could be 
seen to the pfreatest advantage. Even without the 
contrast of wild moors, the singular beauties of the 
spot claimed the highest admiration ; but after such 
n j)n^])arativc they appeared doubly pjateful to the 
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\y and I put spurs to my horse^ anxious to come 
r to such a delicious scene, 
e manBion of my fiiture friend, of which only 
J glimpses could be caught now and then, was 
guarded on every side by fine old trees, rising 
the surface of careMly-dressed grounds, richly 
ed flower-gardens, long and wide avenues, and 
lul terraces, some of which reached to the very 
r's edge, along a delicate beach on which the 
s scarcely broke. This charming domain occu- 
a narrow spit of land, or promontory, jutting 
irds into a landlocked bay, or arm of the sea, in 
h the water appeared to lie always asleep, and 
nooth as if, instead of being a mere branch 
ng with the stormy Atlantic, it had been some 
cial lake. Nothing, indeed, which the most 
te imagination could suggest seemed to be 
ing. 

lere was one extremely well-conceived device at 
delightful spot, which I never remember to have 
anywhere else, though there must often occur 
her places similar situations in which it might 
nitated. Not far from the house, but quite hid 
r a thickly-wooded cliff, overhanging a quiet 
t or cove, about ten or fifteen 3'ards across, lay 
rfectly secluded pool, with a bottom of snow- 
e sand. It was deep in the middle, but shelved 
ually to its margin, wliich rested on a narrow 
, or beach, of small round polished pebbles, 
fringe, encircling the cove, was surmounted by 
y graspy bank, or natural terrace, reaching to 
bot of the rock, the face of which was not merely 
3ndicular, but projecting so much that the top 
than plumbed the edge of the basin. Along 
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tho sky-line there was drawn a fence orTeil of briars, 
honeysuckles, and other impervious bushes, inter- 
spersed with myrtles, wild roses, and foz^yes, so 
thickly woven tog;cther, that all external riew of this 
beau ideal of a bath was rendered impossible. The 
only access was by a narrow, steep, and winding 
path ; and at the upper end was placed a high, locked 
gate, the key of which was in the exclusive charge of 
the ladies. 

As I rode on, ignorant as yet of these and many 
other rich and rare beauties of this smgular spot, 
and only admiring the general aspect of things, I 
began, for the first time, to reflect on the extreme 
awkwardness of my situation. 

Here was I merely the bearer of an introductoiy 
letter to a lady, herself a guest in the house ; and 
although it might have been allowable enough to 
have called to deliver such an introduction, had busi- 
ncfls or accident brought me to the neighbourhood, 
now it seemed rather a strong measure to travel 
fifty or sixty miles across a wild and disturbed 
country merely to pay a morning call. The in- 
ference that my intention was to make a visit of 
some duration, became ineritable ; and I pictured to 
mynelf tho string of explanations I had to give, which 
might, after all, not be followed by any invitation to 
remain. After long cogitations, I resolved to steal 
up to the house, if possible, unperceived ; have my 
horse turned over to the groom, and my portmanteau 
stowed out of sight, and then to walk boldly up to the 
door, with a visiting-card in one hand, and my cre- 
dentials in the other, to be delivered to the servant 
for the lady to whom the letter was addressed. I 
next proposed to stroll about the woods, to give 
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time for any good things said of the bearer to work 
their way, hoping, by this rather clumsy manoeuvre, 
that by the time I returned to the house its inmates 
might be prepared to receive the stranger; and 
then, if their invitation to remain should happen not 
to be very pressing, I might pretend to be collect- 
ing specimens for my geological friends, and so make 
my escape ; though, to own the truth, nothing was 
£uther from my thoughts than geology. 

In spite of these ingenious plans, I felt myself 
rather absurdly situated, and half wished I had not 
engaged at all in such an unpromising adventure. 
It seemed, however, too late to retreat, and there- 
fore I jogged oAf as earnestly hoping not to be de- 
tected as ever did any troops in advancing to the 
attack of a besieged fort. 

What, then, was my speechless horror, on riding 
up the approach, to discover a cavalcade of not fewer 
than a dozen ladies and gentlemen bearing ' right 
down upon me from the house. Had it been a troop 
of French cuirassiers charging across the ground, 
and threatening annihilation to the unfortunate hack 
and his rider, I could not have been much more 
astounded. The master of the house was probably 
of the number ; he would stop to inquire the busi- 
ness of the suspicious-looking stranger invading his 
territories. The person for whom I brought a letter, 
being an elderly lady, was not likely to be on horse- 
back amidst a party of young folks. There would be 
a general halt ordered ; while the poor new-comer, 
with his draggled horse and swollen valise indicative 
of anything but a hasty departure, would become the 
object of a pleasant criticism to the quizzical dandies 
and young ladies of the party. Even when this 
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•soruLlny wa? •»^l'r. what wt-rv thoy to do wii 
untxp^-cTol. st'll'-iKi'tttl ivmpanion ? Hb h( 
D-^w too tirt-J. and muoh too ugly at any tin 
(v:i!n{iany such gay |.ka]iW-y? as were pnmcing 
lavrn : yut thoy coul J not. in common cirilil 
a .stranger adrift: nor could they accompa 
back to tlic h<.iu<i'. without breaking up the: 
diti.in tor the day. 

All t'.is ilnsltfd through my mind in a n 
and kit mt' in a dire dilemma. I pulled 
jadetl nag, however, with such a jerk, thai 
ninh threw him on his haunches. Fortui 
little unevonness in the groimd hid me from 1 
of the advancing cavalry ; and at the same 
instant 1 discovere<l an opening in the fence 
:«ide. Without considering or caring wh 
niiglit lead, I turned my chargi.'r round, ur| 
forwanh with whip and spur, and dashed 
gap as if I had been flying from the arm of 
inst'.ad of making my escape from as compai 
a set of people as ever breathe<l. Had an 
party detected the bashful fugitive, and givci 
he must liave been caught ; for the path int 
I had fled terminated in a road leading to soi 
offices, but with no opening beyond. 

The awkwardness of my situation, wh 
already considerable, became greatly auj^mc 
this ridiculous proceeding ; and I heard th 
pass within twenty yards of my hiding-pla 
the most unspeakable akrm lest any one 
should catch a glimpse of me nestling behin 
of hay. I breathed freer when the last s 
horso crossed the ridge; and then, creepii 
my hole, soon gained the stables adjoining th 
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gave up my horse, secured the well-stufFed valise out 
of sight, and repaired, according to the original 
precious scheme, to the front door with my letter. 
I stood for fiye minutes with the kuoh of the heU in 
my hand, irresolute whether to go on with the ad- 
venture, or fairly to cut and run from it. At length, 
when the fiital pull was given, I listened to the sound, 
and felt myself what statesmen call ''fully com- 
mitted." There was now nothing left hut to screw 
up my courage, as I hest might, to meet the dangers 
and difSculties of the crisis. 

There happened to he no one at home except the 
old lady, to whom my introduction was addressed, 
80 that the plan succeeded very well ; I forget now the 
details of the introduction, hut I can never cease to 
remember the unbounded cordiality of the reception, 
not only from this excellent person, but from the 
master and mistress of the house, and all their 
assembled friends, shovring how totally I had mis- 
calculated the nature and extent of Irish hospitality. 
There were several elderly persons, then in the 
autumn of life, and several were very young folks, 
scarcely able to walk, who now count many ** daugh- 
ters and sons of beauty." There was a pretty equal 
admixture of Irish and English, amongst them 
several persons of rank ; also one or two foreigners ; 
besides much native wit, worth, and beauty, of the 
highest order, and all most deh'ghtfully set off by 
the graces and nameless enchantments of refined 
manners, and tasteful as well as useful accomplish- 
ments. I have rarely, if ever, seen in any part of 
the world so fascinating an assemblage of all that 
could render a country party agreeable as was here 
collected in one of the most out-of-the-way corners 
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of Ireland. My worthy captain's advice was non 
thrown to the winds ; and indeed any heart, age< 
twenty-two, must have heen made of cast-iron t 
have resisted the rides and walks, the picnic dinners 
the dances, and the music parties, and suppers 
besides the infinitely varied round of other amuse 
ments, grave and gay, which contributed to render 
and will for ever preserve, this nook of Ireland th' 
true terrestrial paradise of my early days. 

How the deuce I ever contrived to get out of th 
magic circle, I hardly know ; but if I could only fee 
myself at liberty, without a breach of confidence, ti 
give a few details of those hours, I would stake grea 
odds on the side of the effect which the descriptioi 
of such a reality might produce, against the interes 
of the imaginary scenes in almost any romance. 

I have already mentioned that the gentlemai 
whose introduction I carried was most urgent for m( 
to deliver the letter in person ; but he gave no reason! 
for this anxiety ; nor indeed was I then aware, that 
besides his being an intimate friend, he was theii 
family physician. While acting in this capacity, h( 
had seen with regret how ineifectual his art hac 
proved to alleviate the mother's sorrow caused b) 
the recent loss of her favourite son. The young mai 
had been in the Navy, and would have been aboui 
my own age and standing in the service. These ac- 
cidental coincidences suggested to her judicious anc 
kind-hearted friend, that as I, in some degree, re- 
sembled him in appearance and in manners, the pool 
mother's thoughts and feelings might possibly be di- 
verted into a new channel, by the society of a person 
in so many respects similarly circumstanced to the 
child she had lost. 
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Imppened, fortunately for me, that the ezperi- 
eompletdy Buoceeded — ^I hope and beliere^ to 
Miher^s oonaolatioh. To me, of courae, the 
turn I met with mm matter of delight and 
jdmient ; so much 00, indeed, that I occasionaUj 
mewhat sturtled, and almost oppressed, wi1& 
xnse of ohligation imposed h j sodi unnsoal and 
lited attentions. 

9 first explanation of the mysteiy is really so 
ii^ in itself, that I give it without reserre as I 
led it in a letter from this most excellent old 
about six mondis after my first acquaintance 
ber, and just befinre I quitted England for the 
Indies: — 

knoe more adieu T' She concludes, '^I must 
^oa wHl write to me often ; let me constantly 
how you proceed, and how I can address you; 
seoUect^ you have reoeiyed the freedom of this 
» I beliere I told you I had lost a son, a lieu- 
i in the Navy, and of superior talents. I there- 
msider that Heaven has given you to my care 
place — and may the Almighty protect you V 





CHAPTEE III. 



TBICK8 UPON TBAVELLEBS. 




CURIOUS and vastly pleasing £ 
prevails in that part of Ireland w 
was so nearly bewitched as aim 
forget my ship, my duties, and 
thing else, but beauty ! When a party, sue 
have been describing, had passed a certair 
together, they seldom broke up entirely, but 
rally shifted, or emigrated in a body (flitted, ] 
they used to call it) to the house of some one o: 
number. Now and then various members 
group dropped off by the way, but their place! 
presently filled up by others, who soon founc 
way to the new hive when the well-known sou 
festivity were heard in the neighbourhood. 

In this manner the party, into which I hac 
so kindly admitted, made several moves, with g 
losses and accessions to its numbers ; and as 
day rendered this life more and more grat 
could scarcely bear to think of returning 1 
tame occupations and rugged society of the fi 
the duties of which had so recently been my gr 
and most sincere delight. Meanwhile, sine 
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good-natured captain, and still better-natured mess- 
mates, made no difficulties about this protracted 
absenteeism^ I continued to involve myself deeper 
and deeper at every step. I &iled not to perceive 
at times that I was getting into rather a dangerous 
scrape for a younger son and a young officer, who 
had yet to work his own way in tiie world. But as 
these reflections interfered rather impertinently with 
the enjoyments of the hour, they were crushed down, 
and kept out of sight as much as possible at that gay 
period. 

What surprised me most, all this time, was the 
air of refinement and high polish in the Irish society 
amongst which I was thus casually thrown. I had 
previously entertained an idea that their hospitality, 
proverbial in all parts of the world, was of a rude and 
rather troublesome description. I found it, on the 
contrary, marked not only by the strongest lines of 
sincerity and kindness, but by many of those delicate 
touches of consideration for the feelings of others 
which form the most indubitable symptoms of 
genuine good-breeding. 

Instead of discovering that the stories were true 
about the sort of compulsion used in matters of 
drinking, I can safely say that, during the course of 
experience in joviality I went through in the north 
of Ireland, I seldom met witli anything at a gentle- 
man's table approaching even to exigence on this 
score. I do not deny that our friends the Irish have 
a wonderfully winning way of insinuating their good 
cheer upon us, and sometimes of inducing us to 
swallow more claret than is perhaps good for us. 

I landed once at Bumcrana, a pretty quiet little 
village, with a watering-place look, on the eastern 
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banks of that great and beautiful bay Loi 

One side of this fine liarbour is formetl 1 

promontory of Inishowen, celebrated in 

for its noble whif*key, second only (w 

Scotchman, I am 1>ound to assert) to I 

Glcnlivet. I was accomijanicd by an Engl 

I - man, on the first day of his landing in Ii 

I he then seriously imagined the inliabitani 

^ to a sort of wild and uncouth race, I « 

\ was rather surprised at the gentlemanli 

• ment of an acquaintance of mine reside 

r spot, for whom ho had brought a letter, 

"' walked together to his house, or rather ( 

f he was not a fixed resident, but came 

f .;. summer quarters. The neatness, and evei 

■ J. of the domestic arrangements of his 

. -.1 .! establishment, both without and within th 

gave token of a taste many degrees rcn 

'. ' the state of people far back in cirilizat: 

^ • . scntly the ladies came ; and their national 

modified by the most entire and unafil 

plicity, puzzled my iriend completely. 

season the dressing-bell sent us off to j 

dinner; and while wc were getting ready 

panionKaid, " 1 see what this fellow is at : 

to sow you and me up. You may do as ^ 

but rU be shot if he plays off his Irish pra 

I will eat his dinner, take a couple of gin 

wine, make my bow to the ladies, go on boa 

or nine o'clock, and, having given them s 

return, shall have done my duty in the wa 

tion ; after which I shall totally cut the c 

I have no idea of their abominable fashion 

strangers to drink." 



AFTER DINNER. 27 

" "We shall see," said I ; and haying knocked the 
dust off our shoes, down we went to dinner. 

Eyerything was plain, and suitable to the preten- 
sions of a cottage. There was no pressing to eat or 
drink during dinner; and in process of time the 
doth was removed, the ladies sipped a little sweet 
wine, and disappeared. 

"Now for it," whispered my friend; ** he has 
sent the women out of the way, that he may ply us 
the better." 

And I must own things looked rather suspicious ; 
for our host, instead of sitting down again at the 
dinner-table, walked to a bow-window overlooking 
the anchorage, and exactly &cing the setting sun, 
at that hour illuminating the whole landscape in the 
gorgeous style peculiar to combined mountain and 
lake scenery, **Why should we not enjoy this 
pleasant prospect while we are discussing our wine ?" 
said the master of the house. At that instant the 
door opened, and in walked the servant, as if he knew 
by intuition what was passing in his master's head. 

" Tim," said our host, " put the card-table here 
in the bow-window, and give us some other glasses ; 
also, if you have such a thing, bring up a bottle of 
claret." 

Tim nodded, smiled, and made the fitting adjust- 
ments. The table was barely large enough to hold a 
noble long-corked bottle, for the fashion of claret 
decanters had not as yet reached that remote dis- 
trict of the empire. Eound the margin was placed 
the necessary accompaniment of capacious glasses — 
famous tall fellows, with such slender stalks that 
they seemed scarcely equal to the weight of their 
generous load. 
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Mj friend and I exchanged glanoesy and I c 
see his shoulders slightly raised, as if he was sa 
internally, " Now we are in for it ! but I wil 
drink a drop more than I choose." The d 
which in itself was most deUcioos, was cooled in 
feet style. The party consisted, I think, of fbi 
fiye persons, and this one bottle, I remember, 
passed round the group twice. As the flayour o\ 
bercragc appeared to haye become more ezqniai 
the second turn than at the first, though butae 
interval had been allowed to elapse, it seemed 
that another bottle was not instantly called 
Instead of this our hmdlord went on expatiatin; 
the beauties of the Lough, and the fineness oi 
scaAon in general, and the sunset in particular 
full five nniiutcs after the wine had disappea 
when he sudd(;nly said, with a half-hesitating t 
towards my English friend, who sat at his elbo^ 

"I beg your pardon! perhaps you would 
some more wine?" 

As no one made any objection, the bell was ri 
and Tim ro-appeared, bearing with him ano 
bottle. This likewise vanished in a trice, and ' 
was again summoned. ** Bring some more clar 
said the master to the man, or rather boy, as he 
called, though twice as old as any of the party. 

At this instant I caught my companion's eye; 
I could see he was becoming alive to the plot aga 
him, so much so, indeed, that he seemed to be j 
paring to rise. Tho following conversation, howe 
attracted his attention, and fixed him to his s 
" Well, Tim, what arc you gaping at ? Why d 
you run for the clar't ?'* 
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" I didn't know," replied the other, " whether 
you'd like to use the whole of it." 

" Use the whole of it !" exclaimed his master — 
"what does the boy mean ? Why, Tim, what are 
you at? 

" Oh, sir," quoth the well-instructed rogue, " as 
the wine you brought was but little, I thought you 
might not wish to use it all entirely to-day." And 
then he whispered sometliing in his master's ear, the 
words of which we coidd not distinguish. The reply, 
however, showed, or seemed to show, what had been 
said. ** Nonsense, Tim, nonsense! you're an ass, 
man ; bring it up." 

Tim accordingly disappeared, but soon returned 
with a basket apparently full of straw ; at the bottom 
of which, however, after some considerable show of 
hunting, a couple of bottles were said to be found. 
*' Confound you, Tim, is this all ?" said the host. 

"It is, sir," lied Tim; "and in faith, sir," added 
he, still lying, " it's one more bottle than I thought ; 
for there was but a dozen when we started from 
Derry a week ago ; and you know, sir, you and the 
collector on last Tuesday " 

But the catalogue of circumstances which were 
intended to act as buttresses to Master Tim's in- 
ventions was cut short by a peremptory order to 
leave the room. This he did so soon as he had 
made a circumbendibus to escape notice, and de- 
posited the basket behind his master's chair, mutter- 
ing, as he put it down with a thump, "There's a couple 
of bottles of as good wine as ever was uncorked." 

The fresli broach was indeed so delicious that we 
could hardly believe it was of the same >'intage as 
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that of the prcnous bin, though our host asnured us 
it was " the identical." Tim's basket well merited 
a higher culogium than he had given it ; but while 
his reputation as a judge of wine rose, his character 
for veracity fell in about the same proportion, since 
we beheld, in due season, not merely two, but three, 
and at last a fourth long-necked gentleman from 
Bordeaux emerge from under the straw I 

The trick played upon us by these confederates 
was now apparent enough ; but the wine, fortunately, 
was of that light and pure kind which does not pro- 
duce much effect on strong heads, and that of my 
companion was proof against far greater trials than 
this. He was indeed perfectly aware of what was 
|)assing ; and tliough dearly loving the wine, which 
was fluperior to any he had ever before tasted, yet 
he had no notion of being made tipsy by means of 
a common -place concert between host and butler, 
lie therefore rose to leave tlie room, expecting, of 
course, to be forcibly detained, or, at all events, 
bein^ begged and entreated to sit down again. Not 
a wliit ! The wily native merely obsen'ed to him 
that "if lie had a mind to admire the prospect, there 
was still daylight enough to command a view down 
the bay from the little knoll on the right." The 
Englishman was sorely puzzled by all this. There 
was none of the detention he expected woidd be 
practised upon him, and yet he had a strong con- 
sciousness that he was undergoing the operation well 
known afloat and ashore by the title of " the game 
of humbug.*' At tlie same time, he felt the most 
eager desire to take another good pull at the claret. 

There was no wine before us at this critical J unc- 
turi' (ff tliu c''Veniiij;rj and uur lamlTonl, ivlut. luoHttin- 
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accountably, seemed indifierent to this material 
circumstancey went on prosing for a quarter-of-an- 
hour about Protestant ascendancy, the eternal siege 
of Derry, the battle of the Boyne, and such-like 
stale topics. At length one of the company became 
somewhat impatient, and, watching for a pause, 
asked his host if it were the custom in Ireland to 
discuss Orange politics with empty glasses ? 

** God bless me," cried the other, with well-feigned 
surprise, ''is there no wine on the table?" and 
ringing the bell furiously, scolded poor Tim so 
naturally that the confederate was almost thrown 
out. ** Well ! you numskull, why don't you make 
off with you, and bring something for the gentlemen 
to drink ?" Tim stood fast till interrogated a second 
time, and then replied with perfect gravity that 
** there wasn't another drop of wine in the house." 
Upon this the master got up in a rage, and brushing 
psist the servant, declared his intention of searching 
the cellar himself. He was absent some time, and 
we had just prevailed on our hesitating companion 
to sit down again, when, as if there had been some 
electrical communication between his chair and the 
handle of the door, it opened, and in walked our 
generous entertainer, exulting in his success, crow- 
ing like chanticleer, and bearing in each hand a 
couple of bottles, clicking against each other ; while 
Tim, with a degree of impudence equalled only by 
that of his master, substituted clean glasses, of a 
still more capacious swallow than the first. To 
these were added two pair of candles which towered 
high above the jolly crew, and promised to last till 
another dawn should look in upon our revels. By 
this time the twilight had almost entirely ebbed 
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away, and was succeeded by that cheerful^ t 
kind of brilliancy in the sky, which points < 
place of the sun during the whole of his s 
night*s journey in those high latitudes. ] 
dropped, for the joyous juice of the grape soon 
us all into one mind ; and a hundred topics c 
pleasing interest were started, in which the sti 
could join without fear of any angry discussic 
mirth and animation of the company ros 
pleasantly as each fresh bottle found its way b 
magical process to the table. But it became 
difficult to tell who were the listeners amon 
or to say who was guest and who landlord, 
party seemed like a circle of brothers, all eqi 
home. 

This went on for an indefinite length of tir 
I should be the veriest conjuror on earth to 8 
lon^. Through the hazy atmosphere of my 
lection of that jolly evening, I remember tha 
eleven o'clock, more or less, our host was enc 
almost beyond the power of words by seei 
wine so much relished, and tickled also wi 
success of his joke, in making his suspicion 
drink just as much wine as he thought tit to i 
On this occasion, however, he inverted the p: 
and reckoned without his guest ; for, by oi 
prudent remark, he had well-nigh torn the 
from his brow. 

" Well, sir!" he exclaimed, " although this 
first day you ever set foot on the island, yo 
seen enougli, I hope, to satisfy you that we £ 
quite such savages as you supposed ; liberty ha 
sec, is tlie true title of every Irisli genth 
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1 clearly." It was little that my English 
»uld now see veryclearly of anything ; but the 
renaature announcement of Tictory brought 
I the stranger's suspicions. Fired with this 
s started on his feet, and eyeing the door for 
;ime before he yentured on the Toyage, with 
letermination, and taking a good departure 
s chair, he gained his port. He had un- 
Uy expected to be lugged back again ; for he 
1 the tails of his coat out of reach, while, 
8 other hand on the lock of the door, and 
I himself about from side to side, like a ship 
m, he stood the yery image of tottering equi- 
, as the mathematicians call it. Our adroit 
i, who was not a man to shrink from difU- 

mustered to his aid all the resources of a 
ell-practised hospitality, and gallantly met 
eat occasion. His devices were, probably, 
ted; so he took another line, and called out, 
ouVe off, are you? Very well — ^you'U Miul 
ies in the drawing-room. I think I hear the 
»f the piano : I prefer the tinkle of the glass. 
*U the damsels we are coming by-and-bye : 
Ml say * by-and-b ve/ I don't like to be too 
ar, for fear of seeming rude : don't you see ?" 
speech was wound up by a telegraphic Hourish 
hand towards Tim, who stood near, with a 
etween his feet, the screw buried in the cork, 

body bent to tiie effort, which he only dt - 
exercise till ordered by his master to pull. 
nth him, man! out with the cork!" cried 
t. The loud report which succeeded rang 
e apartment like the sweetest music to tlio 
:' tho over-thirsty compmy. Tim's thunder 

D 
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was echoed back by a truly bacchanalian 8h< 
as nothing on earth can give proper emp 
except a double allowance of claret. The 
man, feirly subdued by the sound, glided 
the table; then seizing his brimming glas 
hand, and grasping the fist of his merry ho 
other, he roared out, — 

'' You really are an uncommon good fell 
hang me if ever I distrust an Irishman agaii 
as I live!** 

But within three minutes afterwards this 
was broken; for as soon as we had discu 
bottle which the incomparable Tim had s< 
tunely introduced, the master of the hous< 
us at length quite at his mercy, and eager 1 
rose, and said, to our great amaze, — 

" Come ! we've had wine enough ; let's 
ladies in the next room." 

The disappointed company stared at one 
and loudly proclaimed that it was not fair 
them in this way. The Englishman, in pa 
wished to remain; but our host was int 
Meanwhile, Timotliy grinned from ear to ear; 
with his master's tricks upon travellers; 
landlord deliberately opening the door, mai 
the field of battle witli flying colours. 

As we moved along to the drawing-room, i 
panion whispered to me, — 

" I must own I have been rightly served 
suspicions. 1 made quite certain of being 
into drinking more than was agreeable to i 
it turns out," added he, laughing, ** quite the 
for 1 emrmot j^:'t ji flmp of wi[n.\ now tliat 1 v 
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iifaeard the conclusion of this remark, "you shall 
as 70a please erer after this eyening.'' 
9e then showed ns to a couple of snug rooms, 
ieh he said were ours, as long as we chose to 
upj them. 

Per myselfy I went off to the Giant's Causeway in 
I course of next day; and on returning, at the 
I of a week, found that my friend, instead of cut- 
p the connection, according to promise, had not 
n once out of sig^t of the house, and had never 
n asked to drink a hottle, or even a glass, more 
n he liked. He declared, indeed, that he had 
ely met, in any country, with personb so truly 
nitable, or more gentlemanlike, in the truest sense 
Imbsb words. 





CHAPTER IV. 




THE ADMIBALTY LIST. 

N the midst of these gay doings 
were all very well for a time, but 
profitless on the whole, an exi 
favourable opening for promotio 
(lenly occurred. The late Sir Samuel Hood, o 
appointed commander- in-cliief of the East 
station, was applied to by my friends, and ag 
take me with him as one of his lieutenants 
list of proteges, he said, was a long one, and 
come in last ; after his old followers were pi 
for, but there could not be a moment's doubt 
occasion. In his letters, the Admiral dwe 
strongly on the importance of having the r 
his young friend, as he was good enough to c 
placed likewise on the Admiralty List. 

The purpose of this advice is easily exj 
The Admiral on a foreign station is allowed 8 
to ap])oint, or promote, to certain vacancie 
any otticer whom he pleases, while on the occi 
of all otlur vacancies, except those which ai 
-^I^E't'ltifEjllv |>]ari'd Jit his tlhjiosEil. \\v is \u 
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times, whatever it be now, the Admirals abroad were 
allowed to appoint officers of their own selection to 
Tacancies occasioned by death, or by the sentence 
of a court-martial; while they were instructed to 
nominate those persons only who stood on the Ad- 
miralty List to such vacancies as arose from officers 
billing sick and invaliding; from the accession of 
ships captured and purchased into the service ; from 
officers deserting (which strange event has sometimes 
happened) ; or from tlie squadron being increased 
by ships built and launched on the station. But as 
these last enumerated are, generally speaking, of 
much more frequent occurrence than those which 
£dl to the Admiral's peculiar share, an officer on the 
Admiralty List has a proportionately better chance 
of promotion than one who stands merely on that of 
the commander-in-chief. 

These two lists differ essentially in one material 
feature. As a matter of course, the Admiral's List 
possesses some degree of stability; since a place upon 
it is generally won by long service under his flag, 
and retained there by personal esteem or family 
connection. An Admiral's follower, indeed, far from 
being a term of reproach, is always one of honour, 
as it implies the confidence and regard of the flag- 
officer. To get placed therefore, however near the 
end, on the good books of a rising Admiral is almost 
a certain road to promotion. 

On the other hand, the Admiralty List is kept a 
profound secret, or, what comes nearly to the same 
thing, is kept strictly out of sight of those it most 
concerns. It is well known to be formidably intri- 
cate in its arrangements, and very slippery in its 
promises ; indeed, from the circumstance of its de- 
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pending on the fluctuating interests of party politics, 
it muHt be essentially pie-crusty in its texture. For 
it is sometimes thought in the political world that 
as much may be done by propitiating antagonists as 
by rewarding friends. How all this may be in sound 
principle I cannot tell ; but nothing in practice can 
be more unsteady, or less to be relied upon, as I too 
well know, than this said Admiralty List. Still, the 
advantages of getting his name on this precious little 
Flip of paper are very great, though it be a most 
unofficial-looking note sheet, as I can testify, from 
having once incidentally been afforded a glimpse of 
one, on which, to my horror, my own name was not ! 
If the admiral of the station be also a personal 
friond, that source of favour, of course, always adds 
another string to the young man's bow. Cir- 
cumstances likewise occasionally arise which enable 
ail admiral, who has an officer's interest really at 
heart, to give him an extra lift at the right moment, 
and in the right direction, provided his name actually 
stands on the Admiralty List, even though it be ever 
so low down. 

Before sailing for India, accordingly, I took a world 
of pains to make out this grand point, tormented ray 
friends and relations most wofuUy, and, as I con- 
ceived, with eventual success. A distinct assurance 
was given to a near connection of my own, and a 
member of parliament, that my name would certainly 
stand on tlie First Lord's list, to he sent out to India 
in his Maj(»Hty's ship Volage, of which I had the 
farther <?ood fortune to he appointed junior lieutenant. 
A change at the Admiralty was then confidently 
^j>i'^<'ti'd ; ar^il 1 tfnik f'V»-ry cjirr^, n^ I thoiiglit, to 
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when the new First Lord came into power. Little 
dreamed I that, in the melee of official patronage and 
persona] &vour which shortly afterwards took place at 
head-quarters, my poor name would he dropped out 
altogether. The provoking consequence was, how- 
ever, that I had the mortification of seeing sundry 
capital vacancies in Lidia pass hy, one after another, 
which, had I occupied even the very low place on 
the fresh list which I had filled on the old one, might 
have secured my promotion several years sooner than 
it came. 

The old Volage, in which we sailed for India, I 
am forced to confess, was one of the least good- 
looking of all his Majesty's ships and vessels then 
afloat. Bat by this time I cared not one fig for the 
looks of my ship, though, a month or two before, I 
should have considered it a point of honour to main- 
tain its beauty. I was delighted beyond measure to 
think that, at length, I was on the right road to 
promotion; and this satisfaction was more than 
doubled by finding the East was the region in which 
that great prize was to be sought for. 

Although the men-of-war and their convoy sailed 
from Spithead on the 25th of March, they did not 
reach Madeira till the 19th of April. It is always 
more teasing to be delayed at the outset of a voyage 
than at any other stage of its course, just as it is 
mortifying and hurtful to be checked in the com- 
mencement of a profession. Upon this occasion we 
had a fine rattling easterly breeze for eight-and- 
forty hours after starting, which swept us all, dull 
sailers and good ones, merrily out of the British 
Channel. This fair start is always a grand affair, 
whatever succeeds; for if the prevalent westerly 
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vrind catchcfl a Hliip before the channel is left well 
bdiind, she may be driven back to Plymouth or 
Fal mouthy and all the agony of bills, news, leave- 
takinp, and letters, has to be endured over again. 
Whereas, if she once gets the Lizard Light some 
fifty leagues astern of her, all these worrying dis- 
tractions may be considered at an end. A totally 
new world — the " world of waters " — is now entered 
upon, far b<*yond the reach even of those long-armed 
persons, the " gentlemen of the press,'' or the start- 
ling sound of the postman's knock ; that call which 
so often sets oif the steadiest-going pulse at a gallop ! 

Oh, the joy ! the relief unspeakable ! of feeling 
oneself fairly under wei^h, and of seeing the white 
clitlrt of Old England sinking in the north-eastern 
liorizon right to windward ! Let the concoctera of 
romances and other imaginary tales say what they 
])loase of the j<)}'H of* returning home; give me the 
i»a])])iness of a good departure, and a boundless world 
of untried enjovnicnts ahead. If a man be out of 
dil)t and out of love, or only moderately involvwl in 
cither of thes<.' delicate predicaments; if he have 
youth and health and toleralde prospects, a good 
ship under his foot, good officers over him, and good 
nu ssmates to serve with, why need he wear and tear 
his feelings about those he leaves behind ? Or rather, 
why need he grieve to part from those who are better 
j)leased to see him vigorously doing his duty rather 
than idling in other people's way at home? Or 
wherefore should lie sigh to quit those enjoyments 
in wliich he cannot honourably participate till he has 
(•.irne<l his title to them by hardy senice? 

On the other hand, who is there so insensible as 
■M \'i'A \\\v ib'ii'i'-t niiihrrhi.''Li-iioi^ i>n n^turntJii 



(rscriprion to discover the colour of the seal ? 
>peiied once to me to he nearly fifteen months 
receiving a single line from home, or seeing 
lish newspaper. On reaching the port of 
ous, I found that as the ship I commanded 
only man-of-war in the harbour, there de- 
ipon me an immense load of official business 
g immediate and careftil attention. All this 
d on my way to the consul's office, where a 
idget of letters was delivered to me. My first 
, mitonilly, was to tear away the envelopes, 
e into the secrets of these domestic dis- 
; but I paused on detecting several ominous- 
patches of black wax, and, thrusting them 
a drawer, did not open one till next day. 
y considered, it was well I imposed this re- 
iipon my curiosity ; for the &tal news these 
»ntained must have seriously interfered with 
osire professional attention which the nature 
aerrice required me to bestow upon various 
natters admitting of no delay ; whereas, in 
o the private intelligence, a single day, added 
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armn^ments, thoug^h it discomfited mot 
the apple-pie order of those disturbers ( 
the shore-going, long-coated gentry, our 
whom the sailors, in their coarse hut gnt] 
lary, call " dog robbers," from their intei 
broken meat on its way to the kennd 
master's table. Our gale of wind, ind 
gale to speak of; but as the sea rose, 
press of canvas laid the creaking old bar 
on her broadside, many of the beaut 
boxes, the well-packed portmanteaus, t 
dressing cases and writing-desks, the 
crockery, and other finery, fetched wa; 
rattling, smash! dash! right into the 
pers. In the next instant, the great bi 
materials were jerked back again to tl 
situation, by that peculiar movement, i 
unpractised nerves, called a lurch to win 
unaccustomed ears, the sounds on this g 
one to suppose the ship is going to piece 
cries for help from the broken-shinny 
landsmen, the bawling for cleats and la 
the mate of the decks, the thumping o 
and the loud laugh of the light-heart 
enchanted with the uproar, make a fi 
The sedative effect of two or three h< 
work exceeds fresh-water belief; so thj 
or two, Messrs. Neptune, Boreas, First 
and Co., have re-established their leg 
thority so completely, that neither sc 
any other passen^rs, ever afterwards 
indulge in those liberties which, at first 
board, they fancied might be taken with 
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THB TBOFICAL BEOIOXS AT SEA. 

iJ[HERE sailed along with us in the Volag^e, 
from Spithead, the Princess Caroline, 74, 
and the Theban frigate, to aid in pro- 

tecting a fleet of East India Company's 

m, lUl for China direct.* As these ships were of the 
^t class, well manned, weU commanded, and 
e likewise pretty well armed, and got up to look 
men-of war, our force had not only an imposing 
earance, but was capable of baffling an enemy, 
1 in considerable strength. There is, indeed, 
signal instance on record in which a fleet of 
t India Company's ships actually beat off^, un- 
sted, a French squadron of very powerful vessels. 
«e striking incidents, peeping out from time to 
e, show what is called the true blood, and are 
remely valuable, proving how essential it is that 
officer in command should "Never say die 
le there is a shot in the locker!" a pithy old 
ase, which will apply to many situations in life, 
I as well as military. Had the gallant commander 

On the renewal of their Charter, in 1833, the East India 
pany ceased to be traders, and these noble ships no 
er sail under the Company's flag. 
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alluded to, Sir Nathaniel Dance, yielded "n 
French Admiral Linois, and his squadron, c 
of the Marenfi^o, a line-of-battle ship of I 
and the Belle Poule and Semillante frigates 
44, bore down on the China fleet, not less 
millions of English property, and some of th 
trading ships that float on the ocean, must h 
carried into the Isle of France. 

This memorable affair took place near I 
in the China seas, and by a very interesting 
doubt useful coincidence, on the 14th of F 
1804, the seventh anniversary of the glorioi 
off Cape St. Vincent. Had the enemy onl 
tlio real force of his opponents, which he n 
tainly ought to have found out before he 
them, the bold front these ships put forwai 
indeed have served them nothing. A less 
man than Captain Dance might have said t 
fortune was hardly to he calculated upon ; 
the duty of a commander, at all times and i 
circumstances, to afford himself every possihL 
and never to give up while there is one 
chances left. 

A useful chapter in naval history and tact 
be written on the defence of convoy's, by 
might perhaps be maJe manifest that a del 
bearing, accompanied by a certain degree 
and a vigorous resolution to exert that fore 
utmost, would, in most cases, save the gre^ 
of the convoy, even against powerful odds, 
well-known instance, in which Captain Richa 
Vincent sacrificed his sliip, in a contest \^ 
wns from the first sure to be overpowered, h 
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February, I8O0, this gallant officer, in the 
r, of 18 twenty-four pounders, ably supported 
ptain Arthur Farquhar, in the Acheron bomb, 
ng not half that number, actually engaged two 
French frigates, mounting in all 90 guns and 
men, while the English force was only 26 guns 
10 men. The damage and delay caused to the 
y by this spirited resistance enabled the convoy 
iperse, and all get off but three, out of thirty- 
The English ships did not strike till they were 
uch cut up that one sunk immediately after- 
By and the other was burned by the captors as 

88. 

I the occasion of our voyage in 1812, however, 
brtitude and skill of our East India ships were 

no such proof, as our most interesting cvolu- 
i were confined to the interchange of good din- 
; for your Indiamen know as well how to eat, 
«, and be merry, as to fight, if need be. Their 
f business is to trade; but their trading is a 
ly different thing from that of the ordinary mer- 
t ser\'ice. The East India Company's officers 
)red in many respects like naval men, and they 
in the same manner. Being sprung from as 

a stock as the offii-ers of the Navy, they possess 
ndrcd gentlemanlike spirit, and are in every 
ect suitable allies in battle. 

1 fine weather, during our whole voyage, there 
cely occurred a day on which, in the course 
le morning, if the sea were tolerably smooth, 
the wind not too strong, the dinner invitation 
il was not dispLiyed from the commodore, or 

some of his flock. When there was a breez;', 
the ships were making way through the water, 
! technical a<ldress was necessary to avoid dc\».N' . 
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This will easily be understood, without going into 
minute details, when it is remembered, that there 
must always in a convoy be found certain ships 
wliich sail worse than others, and that, although 
these tubs, as they are most deservedly called, 
crowd all their canvas, the rest are obliged to shorten 
sail in order to keep them company; as Lightfoot^ 
in the fairy tale, was obliged to tie his feet in the 
race. If it be the commodore who gives the dinner, 
he either heaves to, while the boats of the several 
captains come on board, or he edges down to the 
dlflferent ships in succession, passes them at the 
distance of a quarter of a cablc*s length, picks up 
his guests, and resumes his station a-head, or to 
windward, or wherever it may suit him to place 
liimself so as best to guard his charge. If any of 
tlic fast sailers have occasion to heave to, either 
before or after dinner, to lower down or to hoist up 
the boat which carries the captain backwards and 
forwards to the ship in which tlie entertainment is 
given, and in consequence of this detention anyway 
has boon lost, that ship has only to set a little 
more sail that she may shoot aliead, and regain her 
position in the line. 

The bad sailors of all fleets or convoys are daily 
and hourly execrated in every note of the gamut; 
and it must be owned that the detention they cause, 
when a tine frcjjh broe?:e ia blowinjr, is ejtcesisivcly 
provoking^ to all the resit, and mortifying to them- 
seli'es. Somctimf'H the jirofiTess of one bayatuck of 
a veaael i@ so j*low that a fsist-sailiiig nhjp \b directed 
to take hiT in tow, and Oiirly htg her along. As 
this trnuhlf'snnie opj riiti<jn requires fyr it^ proper 




'h. abundant scope for U'cbnical table-talk, 
is seldom any want of topic in tbe convoy. 
leed, are about as restless as tbe element 
hey float ; and tbcir hands are generally 
y full by tbe necessity of studying the 
' circumstances of wind and weather, to- 
h due attention to the navigation. 
3cupation8 sen-ed to give a high degree of 
this Indian voyage, which, to most of us, 
Bt ; the mere circumstance of having to 
jsivcly and quickly through a number of 
jmatc'S, first in tbe order of increasing 
ad then in the reverse order of increasing 
of itself most striking. The change of 
ing the chief cause of these phenomena, 
m of astronomical variations were neces- 
ndant upon the progress of tbe voyage ; 
ained by reasonings, and the actual, prac- 
lition, as it may be termed, of the truths 
nical science failed not to strike the un- 
d imagination as both wonderful and 
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Simin ; and the rugged shore of Galicia i 
which most of us saw of Europe for man; 
was not till ai'tor a fortnight's hard 
against these tiresome south- westers 
anchored in Funchal Roads, having b^ 
dropped several of our convoy. These i 
came in during the few days we remainci 
ourselves at this most charming of rest 
After nearly a week's enjoyment, we pr 
our course to tiie southward ; within tlir 
came in sight of Palma, the most norti 
Canary Island group. It was thirty mi 
in the south-east quarter; and Tenerif 
** monarch of mountains," lav too far of: 
prrccivc even his ** diadem of snow," wh 
season (April), 1 presume, he always wea 
years alter the period in question, when 
a visit, in the month of Auuust, the ve 
was bare, and the thermometer at 70". 

Under more favourable circumstances, 
possibly have seen Teneriffe from the ^ 
our distance was not above a hundred mil 
however, it must be owned, is a long way 
land, unless it form a continuous ridg( 
elevation, like the Andes; and even tl; 
distinguished well, it re(iuires to be intei 
tween a bright sky and the ship. At c 
and for about half an hour before sunr 
weather be dear, even sharp peaks, like t 
Teneriife, may be seen with a degree of d 
which is very n^markable, when viewed 
distance of a hundred miles and upwards, 
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ins to fill the air, these gigantic forms 
fetde away amongst the clouds, or melt 
iky, even when no clouds are yisible. I 
wise been told, that, in sailing directly away 
eriffe (or other high insulated peaks), and 
;he eye pretty constantly fixed in the proper 
, it may be retained in sight at much 
listance than it can be discovered on ap- 
r, I am disposed to consider this very 
but have never had a good opportunity of 
e experiment. 

late in April, as we were stealing slowly 
B distant Canary Islands, when the first real 
he Trade-wind caught our sleeping sails, 
e the braces, haulyards, and all the other 
inectcd with tlie yards, crack again. This 
rved more effectually to detach our thoughts 
ropean interests than anything which had 
since our leaving England. At the very 
however, when we were chuckling at this 
element of our feelings from domestic 
, and all the varied agitation of liomo con- 
obsened a ship crossing our path at some 
Signal being made to chase, we instantly 
ffrom the convoy to examine the stranger, 
)ved to be an English ship from Lisbon. 
3, and asked, " What news ?" 
joz lias fallen,' replied the other, " after a 
lege." 

as received with a general buzz of joyous 
ation along the decks. In answer to further 
, we were told of some three or four 
men killed and wounded in the trenches 
ch. Tlien, indeed, the glorious int^i'lli-' 

E 
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gence was greeted by three jolly huzzas frc 
ship in the convoy ! 

Nothing so startling as this occurred to v 
but the serenity of our thoughts was in som 
interrupted, a few days afterwards, by th 
easterly Trade-wind dying away, and a gentl 
wester springing up in its place. This occ 
latitude 25^° N., where, according to oi 
pericnccd conception of these singular w 
ought to have found a regular breeze from 
opposite quarter ! Nor was it till long af 
that I learned how much the force and dir 
the Trade-winds are liable to modificatioi 
particular position which the sun occupie 
heavens; or how far the rotatory motioi 
earth, conihined with the power which 
posscpses of heating cert^iin portions of the 
am})ient air, are the regulating causes of the 
^lonsoons, and, indeed, of all the other \ 
which we are driven about. It is by no n 
easy problem in meteorology to show h« 
causes act in every case; and perhaps i 
which will never be so fully solved as to 
ver}' popular enunciation applicable to all 
In the most important and useful class 
aerial currents, called, par excellence, and 
much picturesque truth, "the Trade-win 
explanation is not difficult. But before enl 
this curious and copious theme, I feel ai 
carry our convoy fairly across the tropical 
after which an account of the Trades will 1 
understood. 

1 hat'o '\\x^\ mentioned that thR changos 
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set sail, for instance, in the month of Marcli, 
•n it was bitteiiy cold in England ; then we came 
the coast of Spain, where it was a little more 
lerate ; next to Madeira, which is always agree- 
>. Then we passed the Canaries ; after which 
sailed over the tropic of Cancer, and got well 
ited in the torrid zone ; steered down upon the 
inoctial line, passed the tropic of Capricorn, and 
in became conscious of the weakened influence of 
I son ; till, at length, off the Cape of Good Hope, 
were once more nipped with the cold. Anon, 
ring rounded the south point of Africa, we put 
• heads towards the line, and a second time, 
Mn a few weeks, emerged from the depth of 
iter into the height of summer. 
Fhe proximate cause of all these vicissitudes was, 
course, our approach towards and removal from 
3 direct influence of the great source of light and 
at. At one time, the sun, even at noon, was 
3n creeping stealthily along, low down in the ho- 
ion, at another his jolly countenance was blazing 
ay riglit overhead. On the 5th of May, when 
r latitude was 17^^* N., the sun's declination was 
J" N., his centre being only one degree from our 
nith: shadows we had none. On that day we 
w St. Antonio, the north-westernmost of the 
pe de Verde Islands, the summit of which is 
out seven thousand feet above the sea. 
On the next day I well remember going on deck 
th a certain flutter of spirits, to see, for the first 
ne in my life, the sun to the northward, and 
)ving through the heavens from right to left, in- 
•ad of from left to right. No one doubts that the 
rth is round; yet these conspicuous and actual 
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j»riMifs of its rotiinditv always amuse the fi 
rr<»(|iiciitly interest the judgfment, almost 
as if they were unexiK'ctel. The pr^dual r 
aft<T nipfht, of now stars and new const 
helon^rs to a still hi^jher onler of ciiriosil 
not nieiely jJm'es well-known ohjects ir 
jiositions, hut hrin^s totally new suhji^ctsof 
plation hefore (uir t'ves, and leads us to feel 
ni(»re stron^flv than uj>on any other occa 
full Knititicjition whieh novelty on the gran 
is fajmhle of pnxhu-injf. 1 shall never fi 
injjMitience with whieh I have often wat 
approach of darkness after a lon;jf day's r 
south, knowing that, in a few moments, 
<lis«'over eehstial ])henomena heretofore i 
from my view. 

After slant inp: throujjh the nortli-oast Tr? 
we rearhed that well-known hut trouhleso 
in the voyage, so diflieult to pet over, c. 
Vari.ihles. Thi'* rej^ion has anpiired its t 
the regular Tradrs not heing found then 
their j)l:u'e un«^tendy hreezes, long calm 
s<|i;alls. and sometimes smart winds from •■ 
and so'ith-westward. These Variahles, whi 
lM'r|>l('X all mariners, even those of most ex 
while they drive young oues almost out 
senses, are not less under the domini<moft 
which regulate those great perennial brt 
^'rades, blowing to the northward and sout 
them. Their laws, however, are not quite s 
understoo ', and consecpu'utly are not so > 
lowed Wn- \\\ the practice of na\ig:»ti()n. 



NORTH. EAST TRADES. 53 

previously, we have only known the names, or have 
merely heard them described by others, we feel so 
much confused and bewildered, that we fly eagerly 
to the nearest authority to help us out of the scrape. 
It generally happens, in these cases, that the re- 
ference does not prove very satisfactory, because the 
actual circumstances with which we are engaged are 
rarely similar in all their bearings to those with which 
we compare them ; and when this is not the case, 
the blindfold method of proceeding in the beaten 
path is very apt to mislead. 

As an illustration of this kind of deception, it may 
be stated that navigators, whose actual experience 
has not extended to the tropical regions, are very 
apt, in poring over the voyages of others, to acquire, 
insensibly, a very confident notion that each of the 
great Trade-winds blowing on diflerent sides of the 
Line (the North-east and the South-east by name), 
are quite steady in their direction ; and that, in the 
equatorial interval which lies between them, only 
calms and light winds are to be found. Moreover, 
inexperienced persons generally believe this interval 
to be equally divided by the equator, and that botli 
the breadth and the position of this calm region con- 
tinue unchanged throughout the whole year. Now, 
here are four important mistakes, — important both 
in a scientific and in a practical point of view. For, 
Ist, Not calms and squalls alone, but occasionally 
fresh and steady winds, are found between the Trades ; 
2ndly, The belt called the Variables is by no means 
equally divided by the equator ; neither, Snlly, is that 
belt stationary in its position; nor, 4thly, is it uni- 
form in its breadth. It will thence be easily under- 
Stood, even by a person who has never quitted one of 
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tlio midland counties in England, and to 
ocean is an unseen wonder, that a new-coi 
tropical rcgrions, his head loaded with t 
views, will be very apt to mistake his own 
for the caprice of Nature, and perhaps cal 
once heard a man do, in all the agony of i 
cauw.'d by a protracted head-wind, — " N( 
really Rcandalous usage of the clerk of the 
office!" Tlie scandal, however, lay nol 
with the cK rk*s uoagc as with his own limi 
lodge ; for if, at tlie very time of his ira 
instead of abusing the foul wind, and k< 
yanis braced sharp up, and making his s 
like a board, the grumbler had known he 
advantage <»fit, and bad kept away two or tin 
set bis fore-topmast studding-sail, and flan 
or through the breeze wliicb lie ba<I in vai 
beat against, be might not only have savec 
per, but have made his passage in half the 
I am not Huro that, in the wliole range c 
tensive subject, there could be picked out a 
more in point to what has just been said, t 
interesting phenomena of the Trade-wi 
sailors of every age and rank, and especiall 
officers, an acquaintance with the laws wl 
late tliese extraordinary ai-rial currents n 
great importance. For a commander may b 
at a moment's warning, eitlier to carrv bis 



ye the attention even of unprofessional por- 
rhcBe vast currents of air, which sweep round 
nd the glohe, in hup:e strips of more than 
bundred miles in width, are in a manner 
in every one's notice, from contributing to 
mdless interchange of the productions of dis- 
:ion8 by which modem times are so agreeably 
lished from the old. 

g;reat Monsoons, again, of the Indian and 
oeans play almost as important a part in this 
lautical drama along the coasts of those re- 
ountries. These great phenomena will he 
I obey precisely the same laws as their less 
ng brethren the mighty Trades ; and hence 
one of the chief delights of science when its 
conducted in a proper spirit. If the pursuit 
be engaged in with sincerity, phenomena 
ly the most opposite in character, for ex- 
rinds in different parts of the earth, but in 
) latitude, blowing in totally different direc- 
the same season of the year, will always 
the end illustrative of one another, and of 
nmnn theorv. 
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THE TBADK WINDS. 

HERE are few things morecnriouc 
history of human knowledge tli 
I establiwhrntrnt of extensive errors 
niMttcTS of fact, and tlie perverse h 
witli which they retain their hohl on the 
mind. In some cases it would almost seem t 
pleasure which springs from genuine philosi 
intjuiry is subordinate to that which arises fn 
indolent process of taldng things for granted. 
a])])lies peculiarly to the phenomena of the ' 
winds, respecting which many erroneous ideas j 
nerally entertained. To professional men thes< 
cies are calculated to prove extremely mischi' 
while evi'n to j)ersons not directly connecrted wi 
sea, the existence of error may olten be inju 
and, although it is not very easy to explain 
things in a i)<)])ular way, I shall attempt to j 
description of t lie facts as they really exist. 
The main characteristics may easily bedesc 
The great belt of the earth's surface, nearly 
thousand mik's in Midth, lyin^^ between the t 
(from 23^" north to 2;i|*' south latitude), i 
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of the world they extend to tlie latitude of 28° 
aortb and south of the equator; while at other 
i well within the tropics, and even close to the 
totally different winds prevail. It is only in 
pen parts of the Pacific and Atlantic oceans 
the true Trade-winds blow. In the Indian and 
£t seas, and in many other portions of the great 
cal belt, periodical winds, called Monsoons, are 
1. These shifting Trades exact the closest 
f from the practical navigator, in consequence 
eir extensive variety and seeming complication, 
they are not less deserving the attention of 
jly curious inquirers, from the beautiful manner 
iiich these modifications of the regular breezes 
the same general laws which direct the grand 
omena of the Trades. Indeed, the most ex ten - 
obsen-ation serves only to link the whole into 
larmonious chain or series of explanations, ex- 
ing the uniformity as well as the exquisite 
tability of Nature, even in those departments 
1 " inconstant," where she is supposed to bo 
capricious. 

e only general assertion that can safely be 
! with respect to the Trade-winds is, tliat tlicy 
more or less from the eastern half of the com- 
towards the western. On the north side of tlie 
or, the north-east Trade-winds blow ; and on 
3uth side, the south-east Trade-winds. Tliese 
lames have untloubtedly contributod to mystify 
jbject by naturally suggesting to tlie iinagina- 
:urrents of air blowing respectively from the 
-east and the south-east, or at an angle of 45" 
the meridian. And I have even seen sailors 
uiors too) quite surprised, and rather provoked, 
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when tlioy liave encountered very differen 
thoHc parts of tlieir voyage, where, being- 
thu ibrcc of names alone, they had taught t 
to expect a regular breeze from a particulu 
But, in point of fact, the Trade-winds do v< 
blow directly from north-east and sc 
neither are they uuifonn in their direct! 
same s])ot at difHrent seasons of the y< 
tlieir strength uniform from month to i 
may a<ld, that the equatorial limits, or 
lines, of the tratles, are not steadily confin 
same latitude. In short, so far from th< 
being periectly fixed in direction, force, ant 
tlicy are subject to very considerable mutu 
pendent on tlie position of the sun. Their 
tical value, in fact, as well as pliilosophical 
turns mainly on their uniformity, which, i 
all the fluctuations alluded to, gives the 
distinctive character. 

Dr. Young and lladley, the great auth 
the Hu])ji'ct, are both wrong in tlieir con 
"Where lladley obtains his " experience" h 
t<'ll ; but certain it is, that no sailor who ev 
the e<iuinoctial line could possibly have furn 
with two of his principal statements. Tl 
are not strongest near the equator, as he s 
when they reach that district do they bl()\^ 
or in a paralK 1 direction, but almost alwa\ 
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If the earth had no motion on its axis, but were 
Burrounded as at present with an atmosphere, and 
if the sun moved round and round it exactly above 
the equator, without varying his declination, the 
following effects would ensue : That portion of the 
earth lying, say thirty degrees, on each side of the 
equator, being more exposed to the action of the 
son tbsui those further from it, would become much 
warmer; while the superincumbent air, being 
greatly heated by the contact, would expand, or 
become specifically lighter, and would consequently 
rise. The adjacent air, both on the north and south, 
being cooler, and, of course, heavier, would rush in 
to supply the place of the heated air. This air 
coming from the regions beyond the tropics would, 
in its turn, be heated, and rise on reaching the warmer 
equatorial regions, giving place to a fresh supply, 
which, it is easy to see, must be furnished by the 
descent of that portion of air formerly heated at the 
equator, raised into the cold regions of the sky, and 
forced into a regular circuit by fresh elevations of 
heated air. All these and many other interesting 
results are clearly developed in Daniell's Meteor- 
ological Essays, a book which every one at all in- 
terested in such inquiries will find it advantageous to 
study. The first edition of this work was published 
in 1823, some years after these speculations had 
been forced upon my notice by a long course of ser- 
vice between the tropics. 

It will be understood, that, as long as we imagine 
the globe at rest while this circulation is going on, 
the course of the lower air along the surface would 
be directly towards the equator, from due north in 
one hemisphere, and from due south in the other ; 
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while in the upper regions the currents wou 
the opposite directions, and stream towards t 
But the instant we conceive the earth ; 
rotatory motion from west to east, a clian^ 
take place in the course of tliese aerial \ 
hotli above and bt'low. It must be recolle< 
a volume of air, when once put in motion, ifi 
on, like any otiier body, by the mere foi 
own momentum, till that motion is destroys 
friction against the substances along or 
which it is impelled. Any one who has obse 
ring of smoke sometimes projected from th 
of a cannon will be sensible that this is true 

It may likewise be of use, before going 
to consider, that, if the globe, instead < 
unequally heated; wore e(iually heated at f 
from pole to pole, and being surrounded 
atnios])here, were then made to revolve on 
it would carry the atmosphere round with it 
at the rate at which it was itself going. T 
tionoftheair in contact with the equate 
move about 1<H)() miles in one hour, whih 
latitude 9<)'» would be as motionless as t 
themselves. 

From this it will be seen, that, while the 
moves at the rate of 1000 miles an hour, the 
about the latitude 30" moves only 800, or 1^ 
slower. The average whirling velocity of the 
easterly motion, in the space between the equ? 
latitude 30", may be stated at 950 miles ai 
and that of tlie belt lying between 30" and 
about 800 miles. 

In the hypothetical ease*, above suirirestod 
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the whole atmosphere at the same temperature, there 
would be a universal calm, whatever might be the 
rotatory motion impressed upon the earth. If, how- 
ever, we next suppose, what really is the case, that 
the air over the tropical region is more heated than 
that which is farther from the equator, this r&refied 
air will instantly ascend, and occupy a place above 
the colder and denser air, which will flow in from the 
belts lying beyond the tropics. 

When the comparatively slow-moving ur of the 
temperate wne, lying beyond the tropics, first comes 
in contact with those quicker-moving parts of the 
earth forming the tropical edges of the torrid zone, 
the apparent motion of the air from the east, caused 
by the relative difference of the rotatory velocity be- 
tween the air and earth, is great, compared to the 
other motion of the air, caused by its being drawn 
directly towards the equator, to supply the place of 
the heated portions raised into the sky. Conse- 
quently, at the tropical borders of both Trades the 
wind is found to blow very nearly from the east 
point. 

Since the cool air of the temperate and compara- 
tively slow-moving zones beyond the tropics is thus 
drawn towards the equator, and comes successively 
in contact with parallels of latitude moving faster and 
faster towards the east, there must be gradually im- 
parted to it, by the increased friction, a considerable 
degree of the increased rotatory velocity belonging 
to the low latitudes it has now reached ; that is to 
pay, there will be less and less difference of velocity 
between the easterly motion of this temperate air 
and the easterly motion of the earth ; and, conse- 
quently, the wind, as it approaches the equator, will 
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appear to blow less and less directly from tl 
ward. Buty while the eartli's rotation wit 
tropics is thus actinfif on the slower-moving a 
has travelled to it from beyond the tropics, ' 
creased friction at everv successive moment, t! 
been no such powerful counteracting influ 
operation to diminish the meridional moti 
pressed on the air in question ; for, although 
ceeding from the tropics towards the equa 
wind might, at Rrrtt sight, be supposed to 1 
spoetl somewhat lessened by friction along the 
surfiice, the retardation due to this cause, if " 
any at all, niuHt be inconsiderable, compared 
wliiclj afft'cts the motion caused by the diffe 
tlu' rotatory velocity of the earth at tlio t 
par.dlels. It must be recollected, also, that 
a constant demand for Iresh air from the nc 
south, to occupy the place of the heated and 
air wliich is raised up in the torrid zone; \ 
demand being: pretty equal, the motion it \ 
on tlieair in the direction of the meridian mi 
wise be unifonn. 

If it be admitted that all the easterly chai 
the Trade-winds is due to the difference ofvelc 
tween the rotation of the torrid zone of the ea 
west to east, and that of the air imi)reRsed o 
the slower rofcitory motion to the east of the 
rate zone, it will follow, that, if tliis differenc 
locities between the earth and the air in cent 
it be diminished or annihilated, the easterly 
ter of these winds will be diminished or anr 
likewise. At tlie same time, tlu»re is no \ 
openltifiu, timt i can iliHcoverT to alter the d 
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the Trade-winds, or that by which they are impelled 
directly towards the equator. 

At first starting from the temperate zone, on its 
voyage to the equator, the cold air of that slow- 
moving region is impressed with a rotatory velocity 
of only 800 miles per hour to the eastward, but it 
soon comes over parts of the earth moving more than 
100 miles per hour faster to the eastward than itself. 
The difference of velocity in the earth's rotation be- 
tween latitudes 30® and 20^ is 74 miles an hour, while 
between 20® and 10® it is only 45 miles, and in the 
next ten degrees the difference in rate per hour is 
reduced to 15 miles. 

The velocity with which the air drawn from be- 
yond the tropics travels along the sea towards the 
equator is probably not above twenty miles an hour, 
a rate slow enough to allow time for the constantly- 
increasing friction of the earth's rotation to act upon 
it, and draw it more and more entirely to the east. 
By the time it has reached the equatorial regions, 
the friction of the earth's surface has operated long 
enough to carry the air completely along with it ; 
and, of course, all relative motion being done away 
with, everything easterly in the character of the 
Trade-winds will be at an end. 

But, although this constantly-increasing friction of 
the earth's rotation has thus annihilated all relative 
easterly motion between the air and earth, tl at air 
still retains its motion towards the equator ; and ac- 
cordingly we do fine the Trade-winds, at their equa- 
torial limits, blowing, not from the east, as Hadley, 
Dr. Young, and otliers, conceived, but directly from 
the north and from the south respectively. The 
strength and velocity of the Trades at these places 
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is, in pfcncral, consiileraLly diTninif>li(Kl, c 
hi«p8, by tlie air becoming heatpd, anc 
ratbcr tban flowing along ; and also, nc 
the meeting of the two opposite currer 
one from the north, the otlierfrom the soi 
produces tlio intermediate space called 
or the Variables. 

In strict conformity with these theore 
the clouds above the Trades are almost ini 
senod to proceed in the contrary direc 
winds below. On the top of the Peak of 
found a gentle breeze blowing from the f 
ward, directly opposite to the course of 
wind. 

The more detailed circumstances usual 
in that part of a voyage to India which 1 
30° north and 30° south, and which I ai 
describe, will now, I imagine, be readily i 
Before setting out, however, T must stror 
mond any one wishing to see those mattei 
havotliem fixed in liis mind to useful purj 
low botli the theoretical and the practi( 
tills explanation with the assistance of «• 
globe. 

Most ships touch at Madeira, either 1 
stock of wine, to get fniit and vegotablesj 
a pleasant break in the early and most (; 
part of the voyage. Some ships pass bar 
of the high mountain which rises above 
Fun(^lial, and satisfy themselves with tal 
for verifying the rates of their chronom 
on the meridian of tlie island; while othc 
their passengers still more by sweeping t 
roads, without anchoring, or communicati 



te with any certainty upon catching them till ; *. 

•ives at the parallel of 28**. On first reacliing i"^: : 

ade-wind it will be found to blow very nearly v^ 

ue east, and with this a course is easily steered \i' 

r amongst the Canaries, and thence for the ■ t^. 

e Verdes. Some navigators pass within this ; ;i. 

others keep so far out as barely to make San -^^ 

o; and this, I think, is considered the best » .1: 

As tlie ship proceeds to the southward, tho ; iv 

[raws gradually round from the east to north- ■ 'j.' 

nd eventually to north-north-east, and even to .". ift 

at the southern margin of the north-east , {|[, 

wind. 

position of this margin or southern edge, 
in technical language is called the equatorial 
f the Trade, varies considerably with the sea- 
the year. From December to May inclusive 
lently reaches as &r as the 3rd degree of north 
e, though it ranges about 6** and 6° north. 
June to November it is shifted back as far, 
mes, as 13® north, but it seldom extends as far 
M 8® north. Subjects which are treated of in a 
if fahinu shrtwin'*- thp oniiatorinl limits of both 
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tlicm after him, as it were. The prest 
8un in either hemisphere ohHtruets consic 
rejpilarity and strength of the Trade-wi: 
hemisphere, and rice verstl. 

The preat difficulty experienced in n 
outward-hound vo^Tigo commences after t 
been deserted by the north-east Trade, 
then to fifflit her way to the southward 
region of Calms and Variables. Bui 
Variables blow generally from the sout 
westward, from a cause aftx^rwards to be 
it is obvious enough why this part of the 
voyage is always more easily mafle than t 
pissMpre. Those southerly breezes, whi< 
with in the Variables, blow at times with c 
force, and greatly perplex the young nn'i| 
trusting perhaps to some of the erroneouj 
accounts, not unnaturally reckons upon r 
roirnljir Trade-wind, blowing, as he sup 
the east near the equator, net from the f 
less is he prepared or pleased to find it bl 
the south-westward. 

This troublesome range, intervening b 
two Trades, varies in width from 150 to 
500 miles. It is widest in September 
rowest in December or January. I now i 
j)articularly of what hapjiens in the Atlan 
wide PaclHc, far from land, I'ewer modifyi 
stances interfere with the regular cou 
phenomena, tlian in the comparatively : 
ionned hy the opjosite shoulilers of 
Soufh America. 

'■ I'iii-, .i!--i, :n"i^ nu'l witli in tiiis in 
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and occasionally violent tornados or squalls, which in 
a moment tear away eyery rag of canvas from a 
ship's yards. For several hours at a time, also, 
rain &Us down in absolute torrents. Even when 
the weather clears up, and a fresh breeze comes, it is 
generally from the southward, directly in the out- 
ward-hound navigator's teeth. He must have 
patience, however, and strive to make the most of 
it by keeping on that tack b}' which most southing 
is to be gained. It is now, I believe, generally held 
to be the best practice to place the ship between 
18® and 23® of west longitude on losing the north- 
east Trade ; and likewise to endeavour, if possible, 
to cross the equator somewhere between these two 
longitudes. Before reaching the line, however, tlie 
navigator will almost always be met by the south- 
east Trade-wind. From January to May he may 
expect to meet it in V* or 2® nordi latitude ; but in 
summer and autumn he will find the northern 
or equatorial limit of the south-east Trade a 
degree or two still further to the northwards of the 
lines. 

On first encountering the south-east Trade an 
outward-bountl sliip is obliged to steer much more 
to the westward than she wishes to do, in conse- 
quence of the wind blowing so directly towards tlie 
equator, and not along it, as some of the books will 
insist on, in spite of Nature. So that if she be a 
dull sailer she may have some difficulty in weather- 
ing the coast of Brazil about Cape St. Roque. As 
she proceeds onwards, however, and makes a little 
more southing, the wind will haul more and more 
round from the south to the south-east, then east- 
south-east, and eventually to east at the southern 
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limit of the Tmcle-wiTid* An ine^ej'jeri. 
on first entering the eoutk-t'ft-<t Tmde, 1 
bi? tiJO aolitritoua about making' Buuthu 
the wind mnoh too tloflt* ; wbereaa he ( 
to kwp hie tihip off a little, i^iveher a fa 
C^f th4> fbfe and mnin isheets^ aud take a 
the weather top-aall and top-gwlknt brfu 
making good ivny thirough the ivatert li 
officers go so far m to n^comm^'tid fia 
the PrtOth-en»fc Trade with a forc-topiim 
sail Eot. Altljough, I tJiinkj tli^re can 
of the BountirjcHJS d' tbin odvico, I eoi 
dd^&a reqtiire no iJiconBiderahl© degre'e 
adopt a course, whitdi, apparently, tal 
not directly a wsyf ram her idyect, hutv( 
ol' the Rtratght road. In tlds nspect, i\ 
marked thai the sc^ale of niivigatiwn on ■ 
voyag:e is so grt'at, and the important 
into tl'.oBc parallels where favourable 
certain to he met with, of so much more 
than the gain of mere diatance^ tbat t 
bondred ndleg to the right or h-ft, o 
that spa ce, is often not to he neenrdcd. . 
in cutting or flankiug »<:^roH.^ the south- 
wind^ the objeet^ it should he remernhei 
sliorten the distance, but to reacli thi 
where strong westerly gales are to he i 
help of will eh five hnndre^l or a thous 
lost distance are speedily tnade up, an 
the passage socared. 

In tli{tse reiriena lying beyond the sou 
westerly win (is prevail during the great? 
year, exaetly as we find on i\m side of 
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the land, tbe wind may be said to blow from tlie 
westward abnost as st^idily as the Trades do from 
the eastward. Tbe great object, therefore, for an 
outward-bound ship is to get &r enough south to 
ensure this fiur wind. Beyond the latitude of 30^, 
and as &r as 40**, this purpose will generally be 
answered. 

We are sufSciently fiuniliar in England with the 
fact of westerly winds prevailing in the Atlantic. 
From a list of the passages made by the New York 
sailing packets across the Atlantic, during a period 
of six years, it is shown that the average length of 
the voyajje from Liverpool to America, that is, 
towards the west, was forty days ; while the average 
length of the homeward passage, or that from west 
to east, was only twenty-three days. And it may 
fix these fitcts more strongly in the recollection, to 
mention that the passage-money from England to 
America (in the days of sailing packets) was five gui- 
neas more than that paid on the return voyage. 

This prevalence of westerly winds beyond the 
tropics is readily explained by the same reasoning 
which h&a been applied to the Trades blowing within 
tliem. The swift-moving air of the torrid zone, on 
being rarefied and raised up, flows along towards tlio 
poles, and in a direction from the equator, above the 
cooler and slower-moving air, which, as I have 
already descril^ed, is drawn along the surface of the 
earth from the temperate regions beyond the tropics. 
When the rarefied equatorial air has travelled some 
thirty or forty degrees of latitude along the uppor 
regions of the atmosphere towards the polus it 
becomes cooled, and is ready to descend again, be- 
tween the latitudes of 30<» and 60°, to supply the 
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place of the lower air, drawn off towards the eqi 
by the Trade-winds. But this partially-coole< 
falls on a part of the earth's sur&ce which is mc 
much more slowly towards the east, in its dii 
rubition, than the air which has descended npc 
and which is still impressed with a great propoi 
of its eastern velocity due to the equatorial pars 
of latitude, where it was heated and raised up. 
necessary c«)nsequence of this is, to produce a i 
motion in the air from the west over the ea 
surface ; and this, combined with the other m( 
of the same portion of air, or that which has di 
it from the equatorial regions, produces thit 
markablc prevalence of south-westerly winds ii 
northern hemisphere, and north-westerly win 
the southern hemisphere, in those districts 1 
between the latitudes of 30<» and 60®. 

In all that has been said above it has been assi 
that tlic quickest-moving or equatorial belt o 
cartli is also the hottest, and consequently that 
which the air has the greatest tendency to rise, 
altliough tliis is generally true, it is not, by 
means, universally so. The variations, how 
wliicli are observed to occur in those places w 
the circumstances form an exception to the gei 
rule, tend strongly to confirm the theory of Ila 
The monsoons of India, as I shall presently s 
are examples of this; but the most striking insl 
witli which I am personally acquainted occurs ii 
Pacific 0(iean, Ix^tween the Bay of Panama an< 
J*eninsula of California, from latitude 8<* to 22° w 
If the huge continent of Mexico were taken a 
and only sea left in its place, there can be no c 
)>iit the ordinary phenomena of the Trade-i 
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would be observable in that part of the Pacific above 
mentioDed. Cool air would then be drawn irom the 
slow-moving panJlds lying to the northward, to- 
wards the swift-moving latitudes, near the equator, 
in order to supply the place of the rarefied air re- 
moved to the higher regions of the atmosphere, and, 
of course, north-easterly breezes would be produced. 
But when the sun comes over Mexico, that vast dis- 
trict of country is made to act the part of an 
enormous heater, and becomes a far more powerful 
cause of rarefiiction to the superincumbent air than 
the ocean which lies between it and the equator. 
Accordingly, the air ov^ Mexico, between the 
latitudes of 10® and 30<», is more heated than that 
which lies over the sea between the line and latitude 
20<*; and as the coolest, or least heated, that is, tlie 
most dense fluid, always rushes towards the place 
lately occupied by the hottest and most buoyant, the 
air fVom the equator will be drawn towards the coast 
of Mexico, the great local source of heat and rare- 
fiiction. 

But as this equatorial air is of course impressed 
with a more rapid eastern velocity than those parts 
of the earth which form the southern shores of 
Mexico, a westerly wind must be produced by tlie 
relative di£brence in these two motions. At that 
particular season of the year when the sun is in liigh 
southern declination, Mexico is not exposed to his 
perpendicular rays. The equatorial regions arc 
then more heated than Mexico, and accordingly we 
actually find north-easterly breezes nearly as they 
would be if Mexico were out of the way, and quite 
in accordance with our theory. 

In like maimer, in the Atlantic, when the sun is 
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far to the north, the great deserts of the western 
angle, or shoulder of AMca, become as vehemently 
heated, or more so, perhaps, than Mexico, and this 
draws the air from the equator, so as to produce the 
south-westerly winds I have already spoken of in 
the troublesome range called the Variables. 

Finally, the great monsoons of the Indian ocean 
and China sea contribute to establish this theory of 
ITadley, though I am not aware that he ever brought 
it to bear on these very interesting phenomena. 
They are eminently deserving of such notice, how- 
ever, from being periodical Trade- winds of the 
highest order of utility in one of the busiest com- 
mercial regions of the world. Their periodical or 
shifting character is the circumstance upon which 
their extensive utility in a great measure depends, 
amongst nations where the complicated science of 
navigation is but in a rude state. Myriads of vessels 
sail from their homes during one monsoon before 
the wind, or so nearly before it, that there is no 
great skill required in reaching all the ports at which 
tliey wish to touch ; and when the wind shifts to the 
op])Osite quarter, they steer back again, in like 
manner, with a flowing sheet. Thus, with an ex- 
ceedingly small portion of nautical skill, they con- 
trive to make their passages by means of what we 
blue-jackets call " a soldier's wind, there and back 
again." It will sometimes happen that these rude 
navigators miscalculate their time, or meet with 
accidents to retard them till the period of change 
has gone past, and then they have no resource but 
to wait for half-a-vear till the monsoon shifts. 

F]xperienced sailors, in like circumstances, ac- 



sure to catch it at last, and to tiim it to 
30se. 

April to October, Tvlien the sun's ravs fall 
atcst effect on Arabia, India, and Cliina, 
several interjacent seas to wliich these ini- 
un tries give their name, the air in contact 
m, becoming heated, rises, and gives plac>o 
mpplies drawn from the equator. But this 
.1 mass of air has had imparted to it by the 
station a greater degree of velocity in tho 

from west to east than belongs to the 
; and seas just mentioned ; and this addi- 
locity, combined with its motion from tlie 
in rushing to fill up the vacuum caused by 
iurtion of the air over those regions inter- 
' the tropic, causes the south-west monsoon. 
nd," says Horsburgh, " prevails from April 
er, between the etjuator and the tropic o£ 
md it reaches from tho east coast of Africa 
oasts of India, Cliina, and tho Philippine 

its influence extends sometimes into the 
k^an as far as th(; Marian IsLinds, on to 
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Bonth-woflt monsoon prevails in the opposite 
mentioned above. But the monsoons are sul 
great obstructions by land ; and in contracted 
such aH Malacca Strait, they are changed int 
able winds. Their limits are not e\'erywh( 
same, nor do they always shift exactly at th 
period.'* 

During this last-named period, when the 
east monsoon is blowing, viz. from October t 
the sun is acting with its greatest energy 
regions about the equator, and the seas lyi 
twcon it and the southern tropic, while the cc 
formerly mentioned (Arabia, India, and China 
under the northern tropic, become compai 
cool. Tho air over these regions becomes re 
more dense tlian tlio rarefied air near the lin 
Pequently tlie cool air rushes to the souths 
interehan<(e places with that which has been 1 
and art the cool air comes from slower-mo 
qiiicker-inoving parallels of latitude, that i 
the tropical to the equatorial regions, the 
c.isterly monsoon is produc(Kl, vers' much resc 
in its effect, as it strictly does in its cause, th 
nary trade-wind of the Atlantic and Pacific c 
This is a very general view of what may Ix 
the groat monsoons of India; but there ar( 
variations in different places, all of which 
readily explained by tlie foregoing theory, th 
form by no means the least interesting brane; 
subject, or the least satisfactory of its illustn 
One of the most extensive of these v£ 
though of a less general and sweeping cl 
tlian those which blow in the Arabian sea f 
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irorid. <'From October to April this north-west 
Bonsooii prevailfl between the north-east part of 
Hadagascar and the west coast of New Holland ; 
nd it is generally confined between the equator and 
10* or 11*> sonth latitude, but subject to irregulari- 
ties." This westerly wind is evidently prodi^ed by 
die air drawn actually from the equator towards the 
dower-moWng latitudes of the earth, by the rarofac- 
lion of the air to the southward when the sun is 
Bear the tropic of Capricorn. "The south-east 
Bonsoon predominates from April to October in the 
piioe last mentioned, and in some places reaches to 
he equator." In this case, the slow-moving air 
ear the southern tropic is brought, as in the ordi- 
aiy case of the south-east Trade-wind, to the quick- 
lorin^ parts of the earth's sur&ce. 

The follawing remark of Horsburgh's, in describ- 
ig the monsoons, is extremely valuable, and assists 
explain Hadley's theory of these matters : — " Tho 
arts where the north-west and the south-cast mon- 
00ns prevail with greatest strength and regularity 
re in the Java sea, and from thence eastward to 
Timor, amongst the Molucca and Banda islandH, and 
mward to New Guinea;" for it will be obvious to 
iny one who inspects the globe, on reading this 
lAssage, that there occurs in the neighbourhood ot' 
:he spots alluded to a powerful cause for the strength 
md regularity of the monsoons. The enormous 
ifland, or continent, as it might almost be called, 
>f Australui, may well be supposed to act tho part 
>f a heater from October to April, when tho sun is 
10 nearly over it. During that period the equatorial 
ur is drawn to the south, along the intermediate 
leaM, amongst the Moluccas and other Spice islands. 
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Ttf DAMPJEM^a XSSAV, 

•0 M to pndaee a straiff and w^mfyuatik^ 
mooMMD. Of eaune, the opponta cAc* ' 
modofled wben the mm rptimto to Ae nor 
Wret AnitriUa to oooL 

These inataiiOM an qinte enoogl^ I dioald fa 
to wdi^ oidinaiy enrionty on tliia pmnt; 1) 
femonal men oi^^ not to be eontented ti 
have investigated aU linnehei of this fanwirtNi 
indodiiw that elegant and rery naeAu epiao 
land and sea breeaea of all hot dimatea^ and 
borgh'a Eaat India Direetorj, whidi I ham 
abore so frequently, ia bj&r llie beat anthori 
whidi I am aoqaunted on these aaljeets. 
same time, I must not omit to do jns^oeto a 
fully- written and accurate Essay on Winds ai 
rents, by that Prince of all Voyagers, Old Da 
who, with means far more circumscribed than 
his successors, has contrived to arrange and cc 
his information in such a way as not only to 
it available to practical men, but to make i1 
ligible and interesting to every class of readei 

* The principle of " Oreat Circle Sailing," wh; 
piides the navigator to the Indian Ocean, most be 
in connection with this chapter. ** For every degree 
changes her lonKitnde sonth of the Line, she sails a 
distance along the great circle than on any other en 
on the parallel or 60<> thirty miles corresponds i 
tance of sixty at the eqnator." — RoBXBTSOii*s Ti 
Great Circle Sailing: Bell and Daldy. 
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CHAPTER Vn. 

FBOOBB88 OP THE VOYAGE. 

ET people say what they please of the 
fine hracing weather of a cold dimate, I 
have never seen any troth-speaking per- 
sons who, on coming fiuriy to the trial, 
not complain of a cold frosty morning as a very 
t naisance, or who did not cling eagerly to the 
to unbrace themselves again. For my own part, 
YB always delighted in the relaxation caused hy 
weather ; and, accordingly, I have very seldom, 
ver, felt the weather diflagrceably warm, even in 
la, especially when sailing on the open sea, or 
>ying the free range of a wide country, under 
lings and hungaloes, or stretched in a palanquin, 
haded by an umbrella on the back of an elephant. 
cliers and sailors, whose duty exposes them at all 
irs, either on a march or in boats, arc often struck 
m by the heat, and sigh with all their hearts for 
i bracing frosts of higher latitudes. But those 
have the means of bringing to bear on their 
nforts the innumerable contrivances which the in- 
luity of wealth has devised in the East, indeed, 
ke its climate not only bearable, but one of the 
rt enjoyable in the world. 
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PnOGJ^ES^ OF THE VQl 

Aj^ we sail<?d along on oisr tovage ^ 
gJly filippiD0d[tvrii iTam the lii^h to t]| 
tLi' sun ctvjit ap hi;?heparid higher efi 
the j^enith, while the thermometjor, f 
liii«>wiFi4.r. Whnt wa^ moat ii]|?n?eaye 
f^nn cold to wnrtnth wha the lirih? ilifi 
the temperature rtf the day and tJiat 
Afl we approached the eH:]uatoi', the tli 
ottlv frum 82^ in tht diiy-tinie to yg*" % 
which, *in dock* was delL^htfid. ^ 
course, come to ftiis* hiirh tcmpertttui 
for on the 6th of May, tho day a£ 
diTt^ctly «n«U'r the Ron, the avera^ c 
foiir hours wnn 73", and at niglit 69** I 

It i«i not fo he iman^inetl that every o 

with iiieoc uiialigc» ,- ior OU IxMU-^J tillif 

thero exist discontented spirits, whose i 
it is to find fault with the existing si 
be these what they may. To such cantai 
growl of misery would really seem to be 1 
doxical happiness of their lives, and, i 
of real hardship, it is part of your 1 
growleir to prophesy, I haw seen a 
stAmp glad to hnd, on coming Ix^low, 
significant portion of his dinner re^illy 
yon red by hia hungry messmates, whi 
waa keeping hia watch on deck. 

"I sra itsujtl worse than a dog!" 
secretly delighted to have gained th 
grievance, ** I can't even get a haftin of j 
hy for me; its an inferaat shaaio, Vi 
vice!'* 

The diversity of climntt? on an India 
ntJilics capital nuts ffir these perturhcil 
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first too cold, then too hot ; then there is not wind 
enough ; then it hlows too fresh in the squalls : by- 
ind-bye the nights are discovered to be abominably 
dose and sultry, and in the day the fierce flaming 
downright heat of the sun is still worse ; then the 
alms are never to be over; or the lying trades, as 
tiiey call them, have got capsized, and blow from the 
vest instead of the east I After the line has been 
crossed, and the south-east wind is met with, the 
veather soon becomes what these ingenious fellows 
call too temperate, then it grows too cold again ; 
and next off the Cape the latitude is too stormy. In 
this alone they have some reason ; and I have often 
regretted tha^ by a royal ordinance of the Xing of 
Portugal, the name of this mighty promontory was 
changed from Cabo de Tormentos, the headland of 
storms, to its present spoony title. In short, this 
grand Toyage is merely a peristrephic panorama of 
miseries, which if they survive, say they, it will be 
happy for them. — Happy ! Not a whit. It is out of 
their nature to be happy. To find fault, to fling 
away the good the gods provide them, and to aggra- 
vate the pain of every real wound by the impatience 
of idle complaints, is their diseased joy. "Evil, be 
thou my good ! " they might well exclaim ; for, in- 
stead of heightening the pleasures of life by full par- 
ticipation, or subduing its inevitable evils, or, at all 
events, softening their asperity by enduring with 
fortitude and cheerfulness what cannot be helped, 
these self-tormentors reject what is substantially 
pleasing, and cling with habitual but morbid relish 
to whatever is disagreeable. 

As we glided along, through the Trade-winda, to- 
wards the neck of sea which divides Africa from South 
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America, the syraptomfl of a chanpre in climate 
daily more manifest. 'Every skylight and stem 
was thrown wide open, and every cabin-scuttl 
out, that a free draught of air might sweep 
the ship all night long. In the day-time, tl 
in the seams of the upper-deck began to m< 
by sticking to the soles of our shoes, plasty 
planks, to the great discomfiture of the ca 
the afterguard. The tar, oozing from the 
alof^, dropped on our heads, s})eckled the sno 
boat-covers, and obliged us to spread the hai 
cloths, to prevent the bedding being ruinec 
spots. On the larboard or eastern side of t 
which, of course, is always presented to the si 
crossing the Trades on tlie outward-bound 
tlio ])itch and rosin with whielj the scams h 
j)aytMl ran down in little streams across tl 
of paint. To prevent, .as far iis we could, 
tlu'se annoyance's, we spread the awnings o 
decks, and tricH<l up the curtains, fore and af 
every art was used to introduce air to all part 
ship. The half-])orts were removed from tli 
deck guns, tlie gratings put on one sidt^, 
many windsails sent down the hatchways as ( 
made to catch a puff of air. lUue trousi 
beaver scrapers soon gave way before tlie el< 
and were succeeded by nankeens, straw ha 
canvas caps. In the captain's cabin, where t 
sonce of tl»e governor, our ]jassenger, still I 
the strait-laced eticjuette of tlie service, co 
epaulettes appeared at dinner ; but in the gui 
the officers, tlie instant they came below, sli| 
their li^dit white jackets, and, disdaining wa 
■ li \]ii'\v ihUr^ n»i| >H-ii>T-:-^. ;iiid tJrew tln'it 
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sible to the moath of the windsail. In 
)n's berth, outside in the steerage, the 

neckdotii or stock, and sometimes 
8 rolled up to the elbows, was the most 
;. The seamen and marines, of course, 
main-deck, not onlj that they might 
h air breathing gently in upon them 
lorts on the weather side, and swcep- 
. by those to leeward, but that the 
ight be kept as cool and airy as pos- 
the sultry feTerish night season, 
casions the men leave their tables and 

and either seat themselves tailor- 
icline Boman-fashion. Nor is this in 
^ee unpleasant ; for the deck of a man- 
e as dean every morning as any table, 
K> during the day by being swept at 
hour. Of all the tunes played by the 
•ipe, that which calls the sweepers is 
quciitly heard. "VMicn the order is 
ng on deck, the different messes into 
w are divided occupy tlie spots iinme- 
their usual mess-jilaces below, as far as 
w of their doing so. It has always 
; very pleasing, to see the main-deck 

tlie after hatchway to the cook's cop- 
3 peojJe's messes, enjoving their iioon- 
'hile the celestial grog, witli which tlieir 
t junk is washed down, out-matches 
n Jack's estimation all the tliin pota- 
e who, in no very courteous language, 
'ir betters. 

ad crossed the Xorth-east Trade, and 
lalms, the Hhip's way tlirougli the water 
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wefl. This oonaisted of a pMkiqg<-boK» the 1 
flf whidii WM peifbmtM widi holei^ trieed lip In 
two of the skidiy domt tlie gngwaj, and nod 
quurfcerofoiieof diebootsoiiti&boonu. A 
of tlie top-men wHii di«w-1md»to Biipidy«d iiic 
from abcn% while tliebttdier stood oB the main 
eigoyiiig the shower, Tlietimeodeetedftrti 
li^tM both was WDaUT siMmt four o'doek : 
moniing^ after the middle watch was oot^ and 
tiie ezhanstod officer trnnWfld into bed. J 
hours' walk, indeed, in a mdtry nighty be it nu 
ever so gently, has a toidency to produce a de{ 
heat approacblDg to feveriBhness ; and I hi 
words to describe the luxury of standing ui 
cool shower when the long task is ended. W 
generally just enough fatigued to be sure of a i 
light; happy sleep, and just enough heated ti 
in the coolest water that was to be had. In fi 
found that of the sea much too warm, being oi 
or three degrees below the temperature of tl 
To remedy this, our plan was, to expose a 
buckets-full on the gangway at eight or nine < 
in the cyening ; and these, being allowed to 
till morning, became so much cooler by the eyapc 
in the night, that the shock was unspeakably gr 
Perhaps there is not any more charactenst 
dence of our being within the tropical region 
the company of those picturesque little anima 
flying-fish. It is true, that a stray one or t^ 
sometimes be met with far north, making a fev 
skips out of the water, and I even remember 
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land, in latitude 45^ ; but it is not until the voyager 
has feirly reached the heart 'of the torrid zone that 
he sees the flying-fish in perfection. I have hardly 
erer obecnred a person so dull or unimaginative tliat 
his eye did not glisten as he watched a shoal of fly- 
ing-fish rise from the sea, and skim along for several 
hundred yards. There is something in it so totally 
dissimilar to everything else in other parts of the 
world, that our wonder goes on increasing every time 
we see even a single one take its flight. The incre- 
dulity of the old Scotch woman on this head is suffi- 
ciently excusable. "You may hao seen rivers o* 
milk, and mountains o' sugar," said she to her son, 
returned from a voyage; "but you'll ne'er gar me 
believe you have seen a fish that could flee ! " 

The pleasant Trade, which had wafted us with 
different degrees of velocity, over a distance of more 
than a thousand miles, at last gradually failed. Tho 
sails began to flap gently against the masts, so gently, 
indeed, that we half hoped it was caused, not so 
much by the diminished force of the broeze, with 
which we were very unwilling to part, as by that long 
and peculiar swell which, 

** In the torrid clime 
Dark heaving," 

is productive of oscillating motion on the ship ; but 
the feint zeph}Ts, wiiich had coquetted with our 
languid sails for an hour or two, at length took their 
leave, first of the courses, then of the top-sails, and 
lastly of tho royals and the smaller flying kites aloft. 
In vain we looked round and round the horizon for 
itome tmeefl of a return of our old friend the Trade, 
but could distinguish nothing savo one polished. 
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(lark-heaving phtt-t of gL'ui.'s reflecting the unbroken 
di}«c of the sun, and the bright clear sky in the 
moving mirror ben<ath. From the heat, which soon 
1>ecanic intense, there was no escape, either on deck 
or below, aloft in the to{is, or still higher on the 
cross-trees ; neither could we find relief down in the 
hold; for it was all the same, except that in the 
(•xiK)s^'d situations we were scorched or roasted, in 
the others suffocated. The useless helm was lashed 
anii(Irthii)s, the yards were lowered on the cap, and 
tl)c* boats were dropped into the water, to fill up the 
cracks and rents caused by the fierce heat. The 
occasion was taken advantage of to shift some of the 
pails, and to mend others; most of the mnning- 
ro|)<'M also were turned end for end. A listless feel- 
\'\s stol<* over us all, and we lav *ibout the decks 
^^'l"<l)in<i: for brontli, socking in vain some alleviation 
to our thirst bv drink I drink I drink! Alas, the 
transi«'nt induljjrcnco only made the matter worse I 

Meanwhile, our convoy of huge China ships, rolling 
very slowly on the top of the long, smooth, and 
scarcely jxTcejitihle ridges, or sinking as gently be- 
tween tlu'ir summits, were scattered in all directions, 
\vit!i their heads in different wavs, some looking 
h«)ine>\ar(l again, and some, as if by instinct, keeping 
SI ill for the south. IFow it happens 1 do not know, 
hut on occasions of ])erfect calm, or such as appear 
to he ])erfectly calm, the ships of a fleet generally 
drift away from one another; so that, at the end of 
n few hours, the who!-' circle hounded by the horizon 
is spccUhMl over with these unmanageable hulks, as 
thev may for the time he considered. It will occa- 
sionally haj)jien, indeed, that two shi])S draw so near 
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one another. I need scarcely mention, that, even 
b the smoothest water ever found in the open sea, 
two large ships coming into actual contact must prove 
a formidaUe encounter. As long as they are apart 
tlieir gentle and rather graceful moyements are fit 
Buhjects of admiration ; and I have often seen people 
gazing, for an hour at a time, at the ships of a he- 
calmed fleet, slowly twisting round, changing their 
position, and rolling from side to side, as silently as 
if they had heen in harhour, or accompanied only hy 
the £unt, rippling sound tripping along the water- 
line, as the copper below the bends alternately sunk 
into the sea, or rose out of it, dripping wet, and 
shining as bright and clean as a new coin, from the 
constant friction of the ocean during the previous 
rapid passage across the Trade- winds. 

But all this picturesque admiration changes to 
alarm when ships come so close as to risk a contact ; 
for these motions, which appear so slow and gentle 
to the eye, are irresistible in their force ; and as the 
chances are against the two vessels moving exactly 
in the same direction at the same moment, they 
must speedily grind or tear one another to pieces. 
Supposing them to come in contact side by side, the 
first roll would probably tear away the fore and main 
channels of both ships; the next roll, by interlacing 
the lower yards, and entangling the spars of one ship 
with the shrouds and backstays of the other, wouhl 
in all likelihood bring down all three masts of both 
ships, not piecemeal, as the poet hath it, but in one 
furious crash. Beneath the ruins of the spars, the 
coils of rigging, and the enormous folds of canvas, 
nii^rht lie crushed many of the best hands, who, from 
being always the foremost to spring forward iu such 
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tnMoiu«fdiiigery«reiiirart tobenflrifioedL ASbei 
tfau fint ortMbofilM^ die di^ irooU 
awaj from one anotiber Ibr a litde wfaOe^ odtf to 
tombU togedier agau aod agaiiiy tilltiiqr W gran^ 
one another to the interna edge^ and one or bodi of 
them woqU fill and go down. In aoeli eneonnten 
it is impoMiUe to itop the miaeiiwft and oak lad 
iron break, and oramble in pieoei. like i 
and pie-cnist. If any instaneee of i 
are on leoord, but I neter witneased om^ 

To prevent iheee frightftd roMMlrvt eira M ahn^ 
taken to hoiet ont (he boati in good time^ if new 
be, to tow the ihipe lyart^ or, what ia gentnllj 
sufficient^ to tow the ships* heads in opposite dirse- 
tlons. I scarcely know why this shonld have Ihe 
effect, but certainly it appears that, be the calm 
ever so complete, or dead, as the term is, a Tessel 
generally forges ahead, or steals along imperceptibly 
in the direction she is looking to ; possibly from the 
conformation of the hull. 

Shortly after the Trade-wind left ns, a dond rose 
in the south, which soon filled the whole air, and 
discharged upon us the most Prions shower I ever 
beheld. The rain fell down in perpendicular lines 
of drops, or spouts, without a breath of wind, unac- 
companied by thunder or any other noise, and in 
one great gush or splash, as if some prodigious 
reservoir liad been upset over the fleet from the 
edge of the cloud. 

Our noble commander, delighted with the oppor- 
tunity of replenishing his stock of water, called oat, 
*' Put shot on each side, and slack all the stops down, 
so that the awnings may slope inwards. Get buckets 
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In a few minutes the awnings were half full of 
vrater, and a hole connected with a hose having hcon 
prepared beforehand near the lowest point, where 
the canvas was weighed down by the shot, a stream 
descended as if a cock had been turned. Not a drop 
of this was lost; but being carried ofi^ it was poured 
into a starting-tub at the hatchway, and so conveyed 
by a pipe to the casks in the hold. By the time 
the squall was over we had filled six or eight butts ; 
and although not good to drink, from being con- 
taminated by the tar from the ropes and sails, the 
water answered admirably for washing, which was 
our object in catching it. 

Ever since the days of Gaptain Cook it has been 
the practice to allow the crew two washing days per 
weeky on the details <^ which proceeding wo all 
know the misery of putting on wet clothes, or sleeping 
in damp sheets. Now, a shirt washed in salt water 
is really a great deal worse than either; putting on 
linen washed in salt water, you first dry your un- 
happy shirt by exposing it to the sun or the firo 
till it seems as free from moisture as any bone ; you 
then put it on, in hopes of enjoying the benefit of 
dean linen. Alas, not a whit of enjoyment follows ! 
For if the air be in a humid state, or you are ex- 
posed to exercise, the treacherous salt, which, when 
crystallised, has hidden itself in the fibres of tho 
clotli, speedily melts, and you have all tlie tortures 
of being once more wrapped in moist drapery. In 
your agony, you pull it off, run to the galley-range, 
and toast it over again ; or you hang it up in tho 
fiery heat of the southern sun, and when not a par- 
ticle of wet seems to remain, you draw it on a second 
time, &ncying your job at last complete. But, 
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mitenUe nm ArtyMMel Am iMUiMi —by 
■till loilDi ilier^ and no art «6 jot know if win c^ 
him, Mve and eaBept dial ti a good flomd lia^f 
in freih wat^. 

I need aeaiwly add, Oen, tint ttwn aro ftnr 
&foiin of die niiiior Und iHiidi aeoiuidflnte eij<m 
nm J beitow OD liii erew more appmatod tliBB gniBg 
thena as modi ftadi mter as inll aana to carrf off 
the abominalile silt ftoai Aeir dodwiy dfcer they 
have firit heen well aeouied in «1m water a( the 
ooean; itisagTealeoBiifef^aiidaiielBeorofaByae* 
tinty, hr a judkioDi m aaag e m ert of Ae dbqp^s r^gt" 
lar stock, wad, ahore all, 1^ loaiog no opportaaHy of 
catching lain water, need aeldom he witiaml Ae 
means of giving to each man of his crew a gaDaa 
twi(.*e a-week during the longest voyage. 

It was from an old and excellent officer I first 
learned, that, hy proper and constant care, this in- 
dulgence might almost always he granted. It is not 
easy, I freely admit, at all times, and in all cUmates, 
to keep a supply of washing-water on hoard. But 
a captain ought to do what is right and kind, simply 
because it is right and kind, regardless of trouble; 
and his conduct in this respect should not he unin- 
fluenced hy the manner in which it is received; at 
all events, he may be certain that if his fiivoun be 
not well received, the fault lies in his manner of 
giving them. Sailors have the most acute penetra^ 
tion possible on these occasions ; and if the captain 
be actuated by any wish except that of dmng his 
duty uniformly and kindly, the Johnnies will see 
through it all, and either laugh at him or hate him. 



CHAPTER VIII. 

AQUATIC SPORTS. 

^Il NE day, after we had lost the north-east 
^& Trade wind, a ftirious squall, unperceived 
KS till it reached us, swept through the 
Sol fleet. These violent tornadoes are gene- 
called white squalls, from heing unattended hy 
black heavy rain clouds. On the occasion of 
iry squalls, even with the advantage of the 
ng given by rising clouds, it is not always easy 
ape their force unhurt. If the wind be fair, 
ural reluctance is felt to shorten sail, at all 
3, until the squall is so near that there is an 
ite nece&sity for doing so, and inexperienced 
rs are often deceived by the unexpected velocity 
rhich the gust comes down upon them. Even 
Idest sailors are apt to miscalculate the time 
to elapse before the wind can touch them. In 
cases, unless the men be ver^' active, the sails 
m, and sometimes a mast or a yard is carried 
It is, besides, often doubtful whether there 
d or merely a plump of rain in the squall; 
are, therefore, few points of distinction more 
(able between the seamanship of an old and a 
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young officer, than their power of judging of this 
matter. To a man quite inexperienced, a squall may 
look in the highest degree threatening ; he will order 
the top-gallant clew-lines to he manned, place hands 
hy the topsail haulyards, and lay along the main 
clew-garnets. His more experienced captain, how- 
ever, being apprised of the squall's approach, steps 
on d(>ck, takes a hasty look to windward, and says 
quietly to the officer of the watch, " ^ever mind, 
there's nothing in it, it*s only rain ; keep the sails 
on her." 

But although the older authority nine times in ten 
proves correct in his judgment, even he might find 
it difficult, if not impossible, to tell exactly upon 
wluit his confidence rested. Sailors boast, indeed, 
of liaving an infallible test by which the point in 
question may be ascertained, their secret being 
clothed in the following rhymes so to call them : — 

*' If the rain's before the wind, 
'Tis time to take the topsails in ; 
If the wind's before the raiu, 
Hoist your topsails up again." 

The practical knowledge alluded to, however, 
comes not by rhymes, but by experience alone, with 
a kind of intuitive confidence. Many long and hard 
years of study, and myriads of forgotten trials must 
have been gone through to give this enviable know- 
ledge. 

No experience, however, can altogether guard 
against these sudden gusts or white squalls, since 
they make no show, excej)t, sometimes, by a rippHng 
of the water along which they are sweeping. On 
tlie occasion above alluded to there was not even 
t ,is faint warning. The first shij^s of the convoy 
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touched by the blast were laid over almost on their 
beam-ends, but in the next instant righted again, 
on the whole of their sails being blown clean out of 
the bolt-ropes. The Theban frigate and the Yolage, 
then lying nearly in the centre of tlie fleet, were the 
only ships which saved an inch of canvas, owing 
chiefly to our having so many more hands on board, 
but partly to our having caught sight of the ruin 
brought on the vessels near us, just in time to let 
fly the sheets and haulyards and get the yards down. 
But even then, with the utmost exertion of every 
man and boy on board, we barely succeeded in clew- 
ing all up. 

When this hurricane of a moment had passed, and 
we had time to look round, not a rag was to be seen 
in the whole fleet ; while the Wexford, a ship near 
us, had lost her three top-galknt masts and jib- 
boom, and, what was a much more serious mis- 
fortune, her fore-topmast was dangling over the 
bows. Part of the fore-topsail was wrapped like a 
shawl round the lee cat-head, while the rest hung 
down in festoons from the collar of the fore-stay to 
the spritsail yard-arm. A stout party of seamen 
from each of the men-of-war were sent to assist in 
clearing the wreck, and getting up fresh spars ; and 
a light £ur wind having succeeded to the calm in 
which we had been lolling about for many days, we 
took our wounded bird in tow, and made all sail 
towards the equator. By this time, also, the China 
Bliijis had bent a new set of sails, and were resuming 
their old stations in the appointed order of bearing, 
wljich it was our policy to keep up strictly, together 
with as many other of the formalities of a fleet in line 
of battle and on a cruise as wo could possibly maintain. 
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While iro votd 
enoii^ mder die 
Ibond airy whiflli M jet me < 
wdl%end efcty one me looking \ ^ 
the eertwaid to eetdi a go^ of eool air, er me ( 
gratoktiBf hk neii^lMar oa 9ettii«rid efdM ti»< 
•ome eidm in wbioh we bed ben eoloaig ketf-neetedf 
half^nifibeetedy eboqt e doeen Mi«^ 
the mter, jut mder the iuv-ciyijlM^ and eki— wd 
awaj to windwaid at die bei|^ cf tpi er i w il ie 
feet above die euftoe. But eometildMfe tbe ilji^[^ 
fish merelj ikiins die emftee^ eo es to tooeh die topi 
of the saooeaure waTee, widumt rinng and ftniagts 
follow the undulations of the aea; that tfaej elw 
rise OS high as twenty feet oat of the water is oertain, 
being sometimes found in the channels of a line-of- 
battle ship ; and they frequently fly into a 74 gon- 
ship's main-deck ports. On a frigate's forecastle 
and gangways, also elevations which may be taken 
at eighteen or twenty feet, they are often found. I 
remember seeing one, about nine inches in lengftfa, 
and weighing not less, I should suppose, than half-a- 
pound, skim into the Volagc's main-deck port just 
abreast of the gangway. One of the main-topmen 
was coming up the quarter-deck ladder at tiie 
moment, when the flying-fish, entering the port» 
struck the astonished mariner on the temple^ 
knocked him off the step, and very nearly laid him 
sprawling. 

I was once in a prize, a low Spanish schooner, not 
above two feet and a-half out of the water, when wo 
used to pick up flying-fish enough about the decks 
in tlie morning t4> ^Uu lu^ -a v^vif\UCi bi-uaVff4«t. Tl»ey 
iiFL' uut uuliko wliltings to tljL* taste, tLougli rathtr 
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. Yery dry. They form, I am told, a con- 
iticle of food for tho negroes in the har- 
e Weet Indies. The method of catching 
grht is tUtis described : — In the middle of 
i light is placed on the top of a pole, 
lich object it is beliered these fish alwa}*8 
on bodi sides of the canoe a net is spread 
erable distance, snji^rted by out-riggers 
snrfiuse of the water ; the fish dash at the 
it» and fidl into the net on the other 

after obserring the cluster of flying-fish 
F the water, we discovered two or three 
inging past the ship, in all their beauty, 
3d with some anxiety to see one of those 
ases of which oar friends of the Indiamen 
elling us such wonderful stories. We had 
to wait; for the ship, in her progress 
le water, soon put up another shoal of 
} things, which, as the others had dono, 
flight directly to windward. A large dol- 
;h had l)eon keeping company with ns 
the weather gangway at the depth of two 
athoms, and, a<9 usual, gliHtening most 
in the sun, no sooner detected our poor 
friends take wing, than he turned liis 
rds them, and, darting to the surface, 
n the water with a velocity little short, as 
, of a cannon-ball. But although the 
ith which he shot himself into tho air 
n initial velocity greatly exceeding that 
g-flsh, the start which his fated prey had 
\ them to keep ahead of him for a con- 
ime. 
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The lengfth of the dolphin's first spring could not 
he less than ten yards ; and after he fell we could 
see him gliding like lightning through the water for 
a moment, when he again rose, and shot forwards 
with considerably greater velocity than at first, and, 
of course, to a still greater distance. In this manner 
tlie merciless pursuer seemed to stride along the 
sea with fearful rapidity, while his brilliant coat 
sparkled and flashed in the sun quite splendidly. 
As lie fell headlong on the water at the end of each 
hug^e leap, a series of circles were sent far over the 
still surface, which lay as smooth as a mirror; for 
tlic breeze, although enough to keep the royals and 
top-gallant studding sails extended, was hardly as yet 
felt below. 

The group of wretched flying-fish, thus hotly pur- 
sued, at lenpfth dropped into the sea ; but we were 
rejoicc'l to observe that they merely touched the top 
of" the swell, and scarcely sunk in it, at least they 
instantly set off ag^ain in a fresh and even more 
vig^orous flight. It was particularly interesting to 
observe that the direction they now took was quite 
dilTerentfrom theone in which they ha<l setout, imply- 
ing but too obviously that they had detected their 
fierce enemy, who was following them with giant 
stej)S along the waves, and now gaining rapidly upon 
them. His territic pace, indeed, was two or three 
times as swift as theirs, poor little things ! and the 
greedy dolphin was fully as quick-sighted as the 
flying-fish which were trying to elude him; for 
whenever they varied their flight in the smallest 
degree, he lost not the tenth }>art of a second in 
sli:i])ini>: a new course, so as to cut off" the chase; 
uliili' rlu'i^, iti a tsiiimu/r ri'sllv nut unlike that of the 
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hare, doubled more than once upon their pursuer. 
But it was soon too plainly to be seen that tho 
strength and confidence of the flying-fish were fast 
ebbing. Their flights became shorter and shorter, 
and their course more fluttering and uncertain, 
while the enormous lei^ of the dolphin appeared to 
grow only more vigorous at each bound. Eventually, 
indeed, we could see, or fancied we could see, that 
this skiUid sea sportsman arranged all his springs 
with such an assurance of success, that he contrived 
to fidl, at the end of each, just under the very spot on 
which the exhausted flying-fish were about to drop ! 
Sometimes this catastrophe took place at too great a 
distance for us to see from the deck exactly what 
happened ; but on our mounting high into the rig- 
ging, we may be said to have been in at tho death ; 
for then we could discover that the unfortunate littlo 
creatures, one after another, either popped right 
into the dolpliin's jaws as they lighted on the water, 
or were snap[jed up instantly afterwards. 

It was impossible not to take an active part with 
our pretty little friends of the weaker side, and ac- 
cordingly we very speedily liad our revenge. The 
middies and the sailors, delighted with the chance, 
rigged out a dozen or twenty lines from the jib- 
boom end, and spritsail yard-arms, with hooks baited 
merely with bits of tin, the glitter of which resembles 
so much that of the body and wings of the flying- 
fish, that many a proud dolphin, making sure of a 
delicious morsel, leaped in rapture at the deceitful 
prize. 

it may be well to mention that the dolphin of 
sailors is not the fish so called by the ancient poets. 
Ours, which I learn from the Encyclopapdia, is tho 
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Carjff^kmna k^piiru9 •( llfttlInIi■tl^ is totdli 
fereoft from Aeor Dtipkbuu pkoeanti, tenned 
the iM>qMMM^ nqteotiiq^ irliiob ihareezte 
belief amongrt ■cemnn tiiet the wind maj h 
pected fromllie quarter to iHiicii aehoal oi 
poisee are obaerred to ateer. So finv however^ 
our respeetiiig the epeou^atioim of tiieeeaiibn 
Ikhiloooplieiiy evwj art iavaed todngdien 
tiwir natife element and to paai tiiem thioof 
fire to the inoatiaUe Molodia of die lower ded 
oockpito of hia ILjeaty'a ahipfl^ a raee an 
whom the eonat an t aoppfy of the heat prov 
iqvpeara to prodoee onlj an inereMe of appistiti 
One luurpoon, at lea«t^ ii always kept in rea 
for action in the fore part of the ship. The shi 
and strongest of these deadly weapons is gen 
stopped or fastened to the fore-tack bumpi 
spar some ten or twelve feet long, projecting 
the bows of a ship on each side like the hon 
snail, to wliich the tack or lower comer of the 
sail is drawn down when the ship is on a 
This spar, which affords good footing, not 
raised many feet above the water, while it is c 
the bow, and very nearly over the spot whe 
porpoises glide past, when shooting across the 
forefoot, is eagerly occupied by the most actii 
expert harpooner on board, as soon as the 
has been spread that a shoal, or, as the sailo 
it, a "school" of porpoises, are round the 
There is another favourite station which is sp 
filled on these occasions; I mean, alongside < 
slight-lookjng apparatus projecting perpendic 
downwards from the end of the bowsprit. Th 
is not inaptly called the dolphin -striker, from: 
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pearing to dash into the waves as the ship pitches ; 
perhaps it may hare acquired its name on account of 
its being so capital a position from which to strike 
that fish. The lower end of the spar is connected 
with the outer end of the jib-boom, by means of a 
stout rope, which, after passing through its extremity, 
extends to the ship ; and it is upon this guy that 
the fortunate wielder of the harpoon fixes himself. 
The harpoon is atriangukr, or rather a heart-shaped 
barbed weapon, somewhat larger than a man's head, 
and in the centre about as thick as his knuckles. 
Its point and edges are made of iron so soft that 
they can easily be brought to a rough edge by means 
of a file. This javelin-head, or, as it is technically 
called by whalers, the " mouth," is connected by a 
slender arm or shank, terminating in a socket. The 
barbed head or mouth is eight inches long, and six 
broad ; the shank, with its socket, two feet and a- 
half long. The shank is not quite half an inch in 
diameter ; and as this part is liable to be forcibly 
extended, twisted, and bent, it requires to be made 
of the toughest and most pliable iron. 

A pieceof small, but stout line, called, I think, the 
foreganger, is spliced securely to the shank of the 
harpoon. To the end of this line is attached any 
small rope that lies handiest on the forecastle, pro- 
bably the top-gallant clew-line, or the jib down- 
haul. The rope, before being made fast to the fore- 
ganger, is rove through a block attached to some 
part of the bowsprit, or to the foremost swifter of 
the fore-rigging; a gang of hands are always ready 
to take hold of the end, and run the fish right out 
of the water when pierced by the iron. 

The harpooner has nothing to attend to but the 
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men-mb^bt MSdogiaa oljeet; aadihere •xehw 
exploifti m wlaA ihe dexterity of one penon 10 
more eonapicitoiii Oftr flist of anotiber tban in de- 
lifeliqg ilie liaipoon. IkiTelieudCSqitemScoreabj 
Mjy Ihtt, when a wliale ia atrndc, it la an object a£ 
importanee to driretbeireapon Bodcet-deepinto the 
Uabber, or outer rind, of Ibe floolii^ monater; bat 
in t]ie eaae of the porpoiae the true point of akill 
appeata to lie in the «m alone : for the mere wdgbt 
of the inatramenty with ita loaded atai( ia aoflieient 
to lodge ibe baiba in the body ci the fiah, and in 
many eaaea to cany it ngfxt timmi^ to the other 
aide. 

The atrenglih of the poipoiae moat be Teiy greats 
fori have seen him twist a whale harpoon sereral 
times round, and erentually tear himself off by main 
force. On this account, it is of consequence to get 
the floundering gentleman on board with the least 
possible delay after the fish is struck. Accordingly, 
the harpooner, the instant he has made a good hit, 
bawls out, " Haulaway ! haul away!" upon which the 
men stationed at the line run away with it, and the 
struggling wretch is raised high into the air. Two 
or three of the smartest hands hare in the mean 
time prepared what is called a running bowline knot, 
or noose, the nature of which may be readily de- 
scribed by saying that although it slips up, or ren- 
ders, very easily, it is perfectly secure, without being 
subject to jamming. This running bowline, of which 
several are always previously made ready, is placed 
by hand round the body of the porpoise, or it may 
be cast, like the lasso, over its tail, and then, but not 
till then, can the capture be considered quite secure. 
I have seen many a gallant prize of this kind fairly 
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transfixed with the harpoon, and rattled like a shot 
up to the block, where it was hailed by the shouts of 
the victors as tlie source of a certain feast, and yet 
lost after all, either by the line breaking, or the dart 
coming out during the vehement struggles of the fish. 

I remember once seeing a porpoise accidentally 
struck by a minor description of iish-spear called a 
grains, a weapon quite inadequate for such a service. 
The cord by which it was held, being much too weak, 
soon broke, and off dashed the wounded fish, right in 
the wind*s eye, at a prodigious rate, with the staff 
erect on its back, like a signal-post. The poor 
wretch was instantly accompanied, or pursued, by 
myriads of his own species, whose instinct, it is said, 
teaches them to follow any track of blood, and even 
to devour their unfortunate fellow-fish. I rather 
doubt the &ct of their cannibalism, but am cei-tain 
that, whenever a porpoise is struck and escapes, he 
is followed by all the others, and the ship is deserted 
by the shoal in a few seconds. In the instance just 
mentioned, the grains with which the porpoise was 
struck had been got ready for spearing a dolphin ; 
but the man in whose hands it happened to be, not 
being an experienced harpooneer, could not resist 
tlie opportunity of darting his weapon into the first 
fish that offered a &ir mark. 

The dolphin, the bonito, and the albacorc, are 
sometimes caught with the grainy but generally by 
means of lines baited either with bits of tin, or with 
pieces of the flying-fish, when any are to be had. In 
tine weather, especially between the tropics, when 
the whole surface of the sea is often covered with 
them, a dozen lines are hung from the jib-boom end 
and sprit-sail yard, all so arranged, that when the 
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ship sends forward, the hook, with its glittering bait, 
bapdj touches the water, hot rises from it when the 
ship is nosed up bj tiie swelL The grains, spoken 
of abore, resembles notiiing so much tiiat I know of 
as the trident which painters thrust into the hands 
of Daddj Neptone. If mj nautical recollections, 
howefer, serre me correotlj, this spear has five 
prongs, not three, and sometimes there are two sets, 
placed in lines at right angles to one another. The 
upper end of the sti^ being loaded with lead, it'fiJls 
down and turns orer the fish, which is then drawn on 
board on the top of tiie grains, as a potato or a her- 
ring miglit be presented on the point of a fork. 

The dolphin is eaten and gmierallj relished b j 
every one, though certainly a plaguy itj &ih. It is 
often cut into i&oes and ^ed like salmon, or boiled 
and soused in Tinegar, to be eaten cold. The bonito 
is a coarser fish, md only becomes tderaUe eating 
by the copious use of port-wine. 

It happened in a ship I commanded that a por- 
poise was struck about half-an-hour before the cabin 
dinner ; and I gave directions, as a matter of course, 
to my steward to dress a dish of steaks, cut well 
clear of the thick coating of blubber. It so chanced 
that none of the crew had ever before seen a fish of 
this kind taken, and in consequence there arose 
doubts amongst them whether or not it was good, or 
even safe eating. The word, however, being soon 
passed along the decks that orders had been given 
for some slices of the porpoise to be cooked for the 
captain's table, a deputation from forward was ap- 
pointed to proceed as near to the cabin door as the 
etiquette of the service allowed, in order to establish 
the important fiict of the porpoise being eatable. 
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The dish was carried in, its contents speedily dis- 
cussed, and a fresh supply having been sent for, tlie 
steward was, of course, intercepted in his way to the 
cook. " I say, Capewell," cried one of the hungry 
delegates, "(tid the captain really eat any of the 
porpoise ? " 

" Eat it ! " ezdaimed the steward, " look at that ! " 
at llie same time lifting off the cover, and showing a 
dish as well cleared as if it had previously been freighted 
with veal cutlets, and was now on its return from the 
midshipmen's berth. 

'< Ho ! ho ! ** sung out Jack, running back to the 
forecastle; *' if the skipper eats porpoise, I don*t see 
why we should be nice ; so here goes I " Then pull- 
ing forth the great clasp-knife which always hangs 
by a cord round the neck of a seaman, he plunged it 
into the sides of the fish, and, after separating the 
outside rind of blubber, detached half-a-dozen pounds 
of the red meat, which, in texture and taste, and in 
the heat of its blood, resembles beef, though very 
coarse. His example was so speedily followed by the 
rest of the ship's company, that when I walked for- 
ward, after dinner, in company with the doctor, to 
take the post-mortem view of the porpoise more 
critically than before, we found the whole had been 
broiled and eaten within half-an-hour after I had 
unconsciously given, by my example, an official sanc- 
tion to the feast. 

On the 24th of May, the day before crossing the 
equator, I saw the grandest display of all these dif- 
ferent kinds of fish which it has ever been my fortune 
to meet with. In my journal, written on that day, 
I find some things related of which I have scarcely 
any recollection, and certainly have never witnessei 
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sinci!. A boDiio, it appear*?, ckrtecl out of the watoi 
aftjpr a flymg-ftflb,^ opcii-raoiith<?d| and ao true was 
thf! <lir"€?ction of his leap tlvat bo aetually cloaod witl 
the chase in the a(F^ and aought to Enap it up ; but 
owing lo iome error in ]iia catculation^ the top of bit 
bead striking tbe object af jinrsuil:, sent it «pmnm| 
off in a direction quite difibrGnt from that wbieli hij 
own motnentum obliged bim to foUow* A numbej 
of those huge btrd«j tbe aibatmsses* were auaritj;£ 
over the face of tlie waters, and tbe flviuj^-fish, whet 
riaiiig into tbe air to avoid tbe dolphins and bonitop, 
were freqtiently caught by these poaching birds* t^ 
the very reasonable aisnp][/o1iitment of tbe sporting 
fiiih below. Tliese iotrucJers proceeded not altuge- 
thor with fmpunitjT however j for we booketl stvera 
of tliem, who, confident in tbfir own sagacity anf 
(itrongth of wingt swooped eagerly at tbe baited book 
toued far astern of the ship, and were thus draws o 
board, ecroamlng and flapping their wing« in a vei 
ridiculouf! plight. To render tbia curioug circle 
mutual destruction quite complete, though it m 
diminish our 83'mpathy for the persecuted flying-fii 
I ought to mention that on tbe same day one dropj 
on board in the middle of its flight, and in its thi 
another small fish waa found half swallowed, but / 
alive! 

All this may be considered, more or less, as r 
sport ; but in the capture of the shark, a less ami 
or, I may say, a more ferocious spirit is sure to 
vail. Tliere would seem, indeed, to be a sort 0^ 
petuij and hereditary war waged between sailo? 
sharks, like that said to exist between the I 
maux and the Indians of North America, wh 
each of the belligerents is under the full bell 
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«verj deathy whether natural or violent, is caused hj 
the machinations of the other side, there is no hope 
of peace between them, as long as the high conflict- 
ing parties shall be subject to the laws of mortality. 

In like manner, I fear, that in all future times, as 
in all times pasl^ when poor Jack fells oyerboard in 
Madras roads, or in Port Boyal harbour, he will be 
crunched between the shark's quadruple or quintuple 
rowB-of serrated teeth, with as merciless a spirit of 
enjoyment as Jack himsdf can display. Certainly, 
I bare never seen the savage part ik our nature peep 
out more deariy than upon these occasions, when a 
whole ship*8 company, captain, officers, and young 
gentlemen indusive, shout in triumphant exultation 
oyer the body of a captive shaik, floundering in im- 
potent rage on the poop or foreossde. The capture 
always a^Mfds high and peculiar wgmt, for it is one 
in which every parson on board sympadiises, and^ to 
a certain extent, takes a share. lAe a fox-chase, 
it is ever new, and draws within its vortex every de- 
scription of person. Even the monkey, if there be 
one on board, takes a vehement interest in the whole 
progress of this wild scene. I remember once ob- 
serving Jacko running backwards and forwards along 
the after-part of the poop hammock-netting, grin- 
ning, screaming, and chattering at such a rate, that, as 
it was nearly odm, he was heard all over the decks. 

"What's the matter with you. Master Mona?" 
said the quarter-master ; for the animal came from 
Teneriffe, and preserved his Spanish cognomen . Jacko 
replied not, but merely stretching his head over the 
railing, stared with his eyes almost bursting from his 
head, and by die intensity of his grin bared his teeth 
and gumB nearly from ear to ear. 
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The Hhjirp euire^l doraal Hn of a hug^ f^h^^rk was 
BOW weiiT rjfring: abmit i^ik inches aboTe the water, 
and etitting- the gila^cjd surface of the s^a bj as fiBt 
a line w if a iickle had been drawn along* 

**MeflflengerI run to the eook fnf a piece of 
pork/' cried the eaptain^ taking (>omtnanci with as 
much glee ajs if it had been an enemy's crtiiBer. 

"Whetie'B ymir hook, quarter-niaeter ? " 

** Here* sir, here i " eried the fellow, feeling the 
point, and dc'dariog it a« shiirp as any lady's necdlei 
and in ih.^ next instaDt pierein;^ with it a ha^ ju^ 
ftf ftiBty porki weighini?- four or five ponnde ; for no- 
thing, BCfttrely, \s too large or too high in flaronr fof 
the (ttonjach of a shark. 

The book, which ia as thick ^ one*s little fin^rer, 
bn^ a curvature about as large aa that of a mau'a 
band when half closoil, and is from s\x to eigbt 
incbea iu length, with a. forruiilable barb. This 
ficree-looking grappling-iron \s fiimished with three 
or four feet of (.^Jmin, a prwantion which is abso- 
lutely necessary; for a voracious sbark will some- 
times gobble the bait so deep into his stomach, that 
he would snap through the rope as easily as if he were 
nipping the head off an asparagus. 

A good strong line, generally the end of the mizen- 
topsail-haulyards, being made fast to the chain, the 
bait is cast into the ship's wake ; for it is very sel- 
dom so dead a calm that a vessel has not some small 
motion through the water. I think I have remarked 
that at sea the sharks are most apt to make their 
appearance when the ship is going along at a rate of 
somewhat less tban a mile an hour, a speed which 
barely brings her under command of the rudder, or 
gives her what is technically called steerage-way. 
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A shark, like a midshipman, is generally very 
lumgry ; but in the rare cases when he is not in 
good i^ipetite he sails slowlj up to the hait, smells 
at ity and gitres it a pokewilJi his shovel-nose, turn- 
ii^ it orear and over. He then edges off to the right 
or left» as if he i^^rehended mischief, but soon re- 
toms again^ to eiyoj the delicious haut go4t of the 
damaged pork, of which a piece is always sdected, if 
it can be found. 

While this coquetry or shyness is exhibited by 
John Shark, the whole after-part of the ship is so 
dostered with heads that not an inch of spare room 
is to be had for love or money. The rif[pging, the 
miaen-top, and even the ga£^ out to the Teiy peak, 
the hammock-nettings and the quarters, almost 
down to the counter, are stuck over with breath- 
less spectators, speaking in whispers, if ihey Ten- 
tore to lE^ieak at all, or can find leisure for any- 
thing but fixing their gaze on the monster, who as 
yet is free to roam the ocean, but who, they trust, 
will soon be in their power. I have seen this go on 
for an hour together; after which the shark has 
made up his mind to have nothing to say to us, and 
either swerved away to windward, if there be any 
breeze at all, or dived so deep that his place could be 
detected only by a &int touch or flash of white many 
fothoms down. The loss of a Spanish galleon in 
chase, I am persuaded, could hardly cause more 
bitter regret, or call forth more intemperate expres- 
sions of anger and impatience than the fiulure in 
hooking a shark is always sure to produce on board 
a ship at sea. 

On the other hand, I suppose the first symptom 
of an enemy's flag coming dovm in the fight was 
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nerer bftilcd with greater Jay tlian is fi^t bj a ahip'fl 
crew on the shfl^rk turning round to *eji« the bait, 
Tfii* preparatory symptoms of i\m latontioti nre bd 
well known to every one on board, tttat, tbe instant 
tb*?y begin to appear, a greedy whiept^r of delig-bt 
paMFfcq from mouth to mouth amongHt the auscmbled 
multitude;; t?verycve is lighted up, and «ucb as havo 
nat bronzed their cbet*k» % too long eipo«urc tosim 
jiiul wind to betray any change of colour may b« 
eoen to dtcr their hue from pale to rod, and back to 
palo agiun, iiko the tinta on tbo a idea of the dyln^ 
dolphin^ 

It 18 BQpposcd by seamen that the ali&i-k must of 
necessity turn on hi,*^ hack beforo ho can bite atiy- 
tliing, and, generally speaking, he certainly doe$ a* 
turn himself before be takes tb© buiti but this arises 
from twocirenmatROCGS— one of them bjCCi dental and 
belonging to the particu^nr occasion, the other arlainif 
out of the peculiar conformation and position of hU 
muutbp When a bait ia towed astern of a sbrp that 
lias any motion tlirough the water at ail, it is neces- 
sarily brought to the surface, or nearly so. This, of 
course, obliges the shark to bite at it from below ; 
and as bis mouth is placed under his chin, not over 
it, he must turn nearly on bis back before he can 
seize the floating piece of meat in which the hook is 
concealed. Even if he does not turn completely 
round, he is forced to slue himself, as it is called, so 
far as to show some portion of his white belly. The 
instant the white skin flashes on the sight of the 
e xpectant crew, a subdued cry, or murmur of satis- 
faction, is heard amongst the crowd; but no one 
sp eaks, for fear of alarming the shark. 

Sometimes, the very instant the bait is cast over 
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the stem, the shark flies at it with such eagerness 
that he actually springs partially out of the water. 
This, howerer, is rare. Chi these occasions he gorges 
the baity the hook, and a foot or two of the chain, 
without any mastication or delay, and darts off with 
his treacherous prize with such pfodigious Telocity 
and force that it makes the rope crack again as soon 
as the whole coil is drawn out; but in general he 
goes more leisurely to work, and seems rather to 
sock in the bait than to bite at it. Much dexterity 
is required in the hand which holds the line at this 
moment; for a bungler is apt to be too precipitate, 
and to jerk away the hook before it has got far 
enough down the shark's maw. Our greedy friend, 
indeed, is nerer disposed to relinquish what may once 
hare passed his formidable batteries of teelh ; but 
the hook, by a premature tug of the line, may fix 
itself in a part of the jaw so weak that it gires way 
in the fierce struggle which always follows. The 
secret of the sport is, to let the voracious monster 
gulp down the huge mess of pork, and then to give 
the rope a violent pull, by which the barbed point, 
quitting the edge of the bait, buries itself in the 
coats of the victim's throat or stomach. As the shark 
is not a personage to submit patiently to such treat- 
menty it will not be well for any one whose foot hap- 
pens to be accidentally on the coil of the rope, for, 
when the hook is first fixed, it spins out like the log- 
line of a ship going twelve knots. 

The suddenness of the jerk with which the poor 
de^-il is brought up, when he has reached the length 
of his tether, often turns him quite over on the sur- 
face of the water. Then commence the loud cheers, 
taunts, and other sounds of rage and triumph, so 
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long emppreasedp A il^dj pull is iiisuSicieiit to 
{^ftrry away the line ; but It fmrnctlmcf^ bap[feae that 
the violetit struggles of the ahark, wlifin t-oo apeedilj 
liiwim vkft Hunp cither tho njpe or the hoo^j and ao 
lie gets otiP, to digest tht:- remainder as he heat cant 
It 19, aecorvlingly, beld the best pnictice to pUiy him 
& littlis, with his mouth at tlie surrate, till he becHjmeB 
eomfifirlivt exhannted. No sailor, therefore^ ou^ht 
eror to think of hjiuling a fihark on board merelj 
hj the rope fftsti*ned to the hotfk ; fer* however im- 
potent hia Btragiiles may generally he in tiie watery 
they ftre mrelyunnttt^ndfd with riak when the rogue 
13 dmwa bHll-way up. To prevent the line hre^king, 
or the hook Bnappiiip;, or the jaw heing torn away, 
the dtviee formerly dtJicribed, of a running bowline 
knot, is idwjtya adopted. This noose, being clipped 
down the ro^pe, and pt*«ed over the monster's heacJ, 
ia made to jflm at the point of jumctioa of the tail 
with the body. When this is once fined, the first 
act of the piece is held to be complete^ imtl the 
vanquiiihied enemy is afterwards easily drawn over 
the taf!rail and flung on the deck, to the unspeak- 
able delight of all hands. But, although the shark 
is out of his element, he has by no means lost his 
power of doing mischief; and I would advise no one 
to come within range of the tail, or thrust his toes 
too near the animal's mouth. The blow of a toler- 
ably large-sized shark's tail might break a man's 
leg; and I have seen a three-inch hide tiller-rope 
bitten more than half-through full ten minutes after 
the wretch had been dragged about the quarter-deck, 
and had made all his victors keep at the most re- 
spectful distance. I remember hearing the late Dr. 
AN'ollaston, with his wonted ingenuity, suggest a 
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method for measuring the strength of a shark's bite. 
If a smooth plate of lead^ he thought, were thrust 
into the fish's mouth, the depth which his teeth 
dioiild pierce the lead would fimiish a sort of scale 
of the force exerted. 

I need scarcely mention, that, when a shark is 
floundering ahout, the quarter-deck becomes a scene 
of pretty considerable confusion; and if there be 
Uood on the occasion, as there generally is, from all 
this rough usage, the stains are not to be got rid of 
without a week*s scrubbing, and many a growl from 
the captain of the after-guard. For the time, how- 
erer, all such considerations are superseded; that is 
to say, if the conmiander himself takes an interest 
in the sport, and he must be rather a spoony skipper 
that does not. K he be indifferent aboat the &te 
of the shark, it is speedily dragged forward to the 
forecastle, amidst the kicks, thumps, and execrations 
of the conquerors, who very soon terminate his 
miserable career by stabbing him with their knives, 
boarding-pikes, and tomahawks, like so many wild 
Indians. 

The first operation is always to deprive him of his 
tail, which is seldom an easy matter, it not being at 
all safe to come too near ; but some dextrous hand, 
£uniliar with the use of the broad axe, watches for 
a quiet moment, and at a single blow severs it from 
the body. He is then closed with by another, who 
leaps across the prostrate foe, and with an adroit 
cut rips him open from snout to tail, and the tragedy 
is over, so far as the struggles and sufferings of the 
principal actor are concerned. There always follows, 
however, the most lively curiosity on the part of the 
sailors to learn what the shark has got stowed away 
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in litfl inside ; but thoy nre ofiten disnppointed, fur 
the stomot^h is genemlly empty. I rtnj ember one 
ffimaus exccptioiif Indc^^ wbcn a, very htrgB fellow 
wiie caught on board t1i6 Alc^^t^^ in An jeer Roadn 
at Ja^-a, when we were prm-et^ding to China with 
the embf^^ undc^r Lord Amherst. A number of 
duckfl and bens whieb had died ia the night were, 
as ufiuaJ, thrown overboard in the morning, liesidefl 
at>reml basket^ and many other niinor thingB, such 
a$tbundle» of almvinp and bits of cordage : all of wliich 
were found m this bugie flca-mou star's inside. But 
what e:scited most surprise aiid admiration was the 
hide of a buftolo, killeil on board thnt day for the 
ahip'a cotnpj*iiy'« dinner. The old sailor who had 
iCut open the shark stood with a foot on each side, 
and removed the article* one by one from the huge 
cavern into whieh they hi%d been indisenminatetj 
drawn* When the 0[>erat0P came at last to the 
bu&lo's skin, he held it uphf^fore him like a eortain^ 
fi,nd exclaimed, *' There, my lad5 ! d'ye ete that '? 
He has swallowed a buffalo ; but he could not dis- 
gest the hide ! " 

I have never been so unfortunate as to see a man 
bitten by a shark, though, in calm weather, it is 
usual to allow the people to swim about the ship. 
It would seem that they are disturbed by the splash- 
ing and other noises of so many persons, and keep 
at a distance ; for although they are often obsen^ed 
near the ship both before and after the men have 
been bathing, they very rarely come near the swim- 
mers. I remember once, indeed, at Bermuda, seeing 
a shark make a grab at a midshipman's heel, just 
as he was getting into the boat alongside. This 
youngster, who, with one or two others, had been 
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swimming about for an hour, was the last of the 
party in the water. No shark had been seen during 
the whole morning; but just as he was drawing his 
foot into tiie boat tiie fish darted from the bottom. 
Fortonately for mj old messmate, there was no time 
for the shark to make the half-turn of the body 
necessary to bring his mouth to bear ; and he escaped, 
by half an inch, a &te which, besides its making 
one shudder to think oi^ would have deprived the 
service of an officer now deservedly in tiie higher 
links of his profession. 




CHAFTBBIX 

A MAX OTSSBOABIlI 




I at lb tim tf ai^» amj be vril a^Bved 
for omittiiigaiiy mfamto aeeomt of muk iriU pnn 
ceedings. The whole affimv indeed, k pnpoeteroai 
in its conoeption, and, I must mj, brutal in ife eie- 
ciition. Notwithstanding all this, however, I haTO 
not only permitted it to go on in ships whidi I 
commanded, but have e?en encouraged i^ and set it 
Hirtt'inp;, when the men themselves were in douht. 
ItH (ivil is transient if any evil there be, while it 
certainly affords Jack a topic for a month beforehand 
and a fortnight afterwards ; and if so ordered as to 
keep its monstrosities within the limits of strict 
(lincipline, which is easy enough, it may even be 
nin(l(> to arid to the authority of the officers, instead 
of weakening their influence. 

In a well-regulated ship, within one hour from 
tlie time when these scenes of riot are at their height, 
order is rontorod, the decks are washed and swabbed 
up, tlio wet things are hung on the clothes' lines 
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between the masts to dry ; and the men, dressed in 
dean trousers and duck firocksy are assemhied at 
their guns for muster, as soberly and sedately as if 
nothing had happened to discompose the decorous 
propriety of the ship's discipline. The middies, in 
like manner, may safely be allowed to bare their own 
share of this rough fun, provided they keep as clear 
of their immediate superiors as the ship's company 
keep clear of the young gentlemen. And I must do 
the population of the cockpit the justice to say, that, 
when they fiiirly set about it^ maugre their gentle- 
man-like habits, aristocratical sprinklings, and the 
march of intellect to boot, they do contrive to come 
pretty near to the honest folks before the mast in 
the article of ingenious ferocity. The captain, of 
course, and, generally speaking, all tiie i^oers keep 
quite aloo^ pocketing up their dignity with vast care, 
and ready, at a moment's warning, to repress any 
undue fiimiliarity. As things proceed, however, one 
or two of the officers may possibly become so much 
interested in tbe skylarking scenes going forward 
as to approach a little too near, and laugh a little 
too loud, consistently with the preservation of the 
dignity of which they were so uncommonly chary at 
first starting. It cannot be expected, and indeed is 
not required, that the chief actors in these wild 
gambols, stripped to the bufi^ and shying buckets of 
water at one another, should be confined within very 
narrow limits in their game. Accordingly, some 
mount the rigging to shower down their cascades, 
while others squirt the fire-engine from unseen comers 
upon the head of the unsuspecting passer-by. And 
if it so chances (I say chances) that any one of the 
<< conmiissioned nobs" of the ship shall come in the 
I 
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TPay of these explosions, it 13 sen'ed out to him like 
a thun^ler-Btorm, " all a<?ctden tal I y, * ' of course - Well i 
n^hat is he t^ t^o? He feels that he has indJM^rcetly 
trusted him self too fstr \ and even if be has not 
actually paused the prescribed line, 6til] ho was much 
too jiear it^ and the offence is perhaps nnintentional. 
At all events, it is of too trifling a nature; and, 
under the peculiar circuniatancee of the momentj to 
make a eomplaint to tbe captain ^ould b^ ridiculona. 
Having^ therefore, got hi^ jacket well wet, and aeeing 
tbe ready nieans of revenging himself in kind, be 
eoatcheif up a buckett and, forgetting his dignity, 
hnrls the contents in tho fece of the mid who baa 
given bim a sousing but two seconds before \ From 
that moment his commiaaion goes foi- nothing, and 
he becomes, for the time being, one of the biggest 
Billy-boys amonget thera. The captain observing 
him in thia meaa, shrugs his shonldeTS* wsdka aft, 
muttering, " lt*fl all your own fault, Mr. Hailtop; 
you've put yourself amongst these mad younkers; 
now see how they'll handle you \" 

Nothing, I confess, now looks to me more com- 
pletely out of character with our well-starched dis- 
cipline than a ** staid lieutenant" romping about the 
booms, skulling up the rigging, blowing the grampus, 
and having it blown upon him by a parcel of rattle- 
pated reefers. But I remember well in the Volage 
being myself so gradually seduced by this animating 
spectacle of fun, that, before I knew where I was, I 
had crossed the rope laid on the deck as a boundary 
between order and disorder, and received a bucket 
of cold water in each ear, while the spout of a fire- 
engine, at the distance of two feet, was playing full 
in my eyes. On turning my head round to escape 
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these cataracts, and to draw breath, a tar-brush was 
rammed Half-way do?rn my throat I 

Far different was the scene, and very different, of 
oofurse^ my deportment, four or fire years afterwards 
on the same spot, when, instead of tieing the junior 
lieatenant, I was the great gun of all, the mighty 
master-noh of the whole party, that is to say, the 
captain himsdf. I was then in command of the 
Lyra, a ten-gun sloop-of-war ; and after the shaving 
operations were over, and all things put once more 
in order, I went on hoard the Alceste frigate to dine 
with my excellent friend and commanding officer, 
the late Sir Murray Maxwell. Lord Amherst, the 
ambassador to China, was on board, and in great 
glee with the sight of what had been enacted before 
him; for although, as I have always said, these scenes 
are not of a nature to bear agreeable description, 
they certainly are amusing enough to sector once. 

We soon sat down to dinner; and there was, of 
course, a great deal of amusement in telling the 
anecdotes of the day, and describing Father Nep- 
tune's strange aspect, and his still stranger-looking 
funily and attendants. I ventured to back one of 
my figures against all or any of theirs, if not for 
monstrosity, at least for interest of another kind. 
Our dripping Neptune in the Lyra was accompanied, 
as usual, by a huge she-monster representing Am- 
phi trite, being no other than one of the boatswain's 
mates dressed up with the main-hatchway tarpaulin 
for a cloak, the jolly-boat's mizen for a petticoat, 
while two half-wet swabs furnished her lubberly 
head with ringlets. By her side sat a youth, her 
only son Triton, a morsel of submarine domestic 
history ascertained by reference previously made to 
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Lcmpriere^s Dtetionary. TIub poor little ft'llow wa* 
a great pet &mciagiat the crew of the brig^ and wvtt 
incJeed HURpected to be entttlcd hy birth to a mnk 
above hk preimiit atatioti, ho gen tie and gentleman- 
like bo always appeared* Even on tlii» ocTiigion,, 
when di^gtir^ by paint, pitch, nud tjir^ copiously 
daubed over his deljcate person, to render bim tit 
ceompany for his papa old Neptune, he still looked 
Afi if bis i]l-ihT04ired parenti had stolen hkn, and 
w.Te trying in vain to diffguiae their roguery by 
rigging him up in their own j^psy apparel. 

It wafl very nearly dark when 1 rowed bat'k to the 
Lyra, whieh hml befn banging for the last half liour 
on the IHgati^'a weather-quarter, at the diwtAnee of 
& cable's tengthi watebing for my return. The wind 
was so lightj and the brig so eloae, that no nignal 
was made to heave to ; indeed 1 had scarcely rowed 
under the AleeJito's Btem> on my way back, beibro 
It was nc^'eadary to eaJl out, "In bow I '* The mtdo 
of tbe oar on the thwarts gav€s the eariiewt notic<e 
of my approiuh to tLe ifeopk* on boaitl the little 
Tcsael, and I eouUl he:ir lln- 6rat lieutenant eiclaim 
in haste, ** Attend the side ! Where are the sides- 
men?" 

Scarcely had these words been spoken, when I 
heard a splash in the water, followed by a faint cry 
of distress and despair. In the next instant the 
brig was hove about, and the stem-boat lowered 
down, accompanied by all the hurried symptoms of 
a man having fallen overboard. I made the people 
in the boat tug at their oars towards the spot; but 
though we pulled over and over the ship's wake 
twenty times, the water was eveiywhere unru£9ec 
an*? "«»r ■ ' -ny speck. At length I rowed oi 
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board, turned the hands up to muster, to ascertain 
who was gone, and found all present but our poor 
little Triton! It appeared that the lad, who was 
one of the sides-men, &tigued with the day's amuse- 
ment, had stretched himsdf in the fore-part of the 
quarter-deck hammock-netting, and gone to sleep. 
The sharp Toice of the officer, on seeing the gig almost 
alongside, had roused the unhappy boy too suddenly; 
he quite foi^got where he was, an^ instead of jumping 
in-boardy plunged into the sea, nerer to rise again ! 

There are few accidents more frequent at sea than 
that of a man fidling overboard ; and yet, strange to 
say, whenever it happens, it takes every <me as c<Hn- 
pletely by 8uri»rise as if such a thing had never 
occurred before. What is still more unaccountable, 
and, I must say, altogether inexcusable, is the &ct 
of such an incident invariably exciting a certain 
degree of confusion, even in well-regidated ships. 
Whenever I have witnessed the tumultuous rush of 
the people from below, their eagerness to crowd into 
the boats, and the reckless devotion with which they 
fling themselves into the water to save their com- 
panions, I could not help thinking that it was no 
small disgrace to us, to whose hands the whole 
arrangements of discipline are confided, that we had 
not yet fallen upon any method of availing ourselves 
to good purpose of so much generous activity. 

Sailors are men of rough habits, but their feelings 
are not by any means coarse ; and, generally speak- 
ing, they are much attached to one anotiber, and 
wiU make great sacrifices to their messmates or 
shipmates when opportunities occur. A very little 
address on the part of the officers, as I have before 
hinted, will secure an extension of these kindly 
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Bentiments to the quarter-deck. But what I was 

alluding to jwut now was the cordblity of the tViend- 
ihipa which spring up between tlie boIIot^ thems^^v os^ 
whoj it miwt be reeallectej, have no otlier aociety, 
and oJlr or almost all, whose ordinary scwial tiua have 
been broken either by the ehancea of war,, or by the 
very nature? of their roving antl cJesidtory life, whh^h 
ecirrics them they realty know not where^ and care 
not wherein re* 

I rememlier once, when emisinf off Terccira in 
the Ertdjiaiont that a man fell overboard and was 
drowned* After the nsital confusion, and a long 
search in win, the boatfi wi're hoisted up* and the 
haudfi eailed to make saU. I wau officer oJ' the fore- 
castle, and on looking abont tn see Vl nil the men 
were at their stationa, niiss^ one of the foretop- 
men. Just at thftt moment I ohftened Bome on© 
curled np, and apparently hiding himsell* under the 
bow of the barge, between the boat and the booma» 
'^liillo!'' 1 said, ^'who are yoii? What are you 
doing here, you skulker ? Why are you not at your 
station?" 

" I am not skulking, sir," said the poor fellow, 
the furrows in whose bronzed and weather-beaten 
cheek were running down with tears. The man we 
had just lost had been his messmate and friend, he 
told me, for ten years. I begged his pardon in full 
sincerity, for having used such harsh words to him 
at such a moment, and bid him go below to his berth 
for the rest of the day. 

"Never mind, sir, never mind," said the kind 
hearted seaman, ** it can't be helped. You mear 
no harm, sir. I am as well on deck as below. BiU 
gone, sir, but I must do my duty." 
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So saying he drew the sleeve of his jacket twice 
or thrice across his eyes, and mastering his grief 
within his breast, walked to his station as if nothing 
had happened. 

In the same ship^ and nearly about the same time, 
some of the people were bathing alongside in a calm 
sea. It is customary on such occasions to spread a 
studding sail on the water, by means of lines from the 
fore and main yard-arms, for the use of those who 
either cannot swim, or who are not expert in this 
art, so Tery important to all sea&ring people. Half- 
SrdoEen of the ship's boys, youngsters sent on board 
by that admirable and most patriotic of naval institu- 
tion% the Marine Society, were floundering about in 
the mfl^ and sometimes even venturing beyond the 
leech rope. One of the least of these urchins, but 
not ihe least courageous of their number, when 
taunted by his more skilful companions with being 
afraid, struck out boldly beyond the prescribed 
bounds. He had not gone much further than his 
own length, however, along the surfiice of the &thom- 
less sea, when his heart &iled him, pOor little man ! 
and along with his confidence away also went his 
power of keeping his head above water. So down 
he sank rapidly, to the speechless horror of the 
other boys, who, of course, could lend the drowning 
child no help. 

The captain of the forecaslie, a tall, fine-looking, 
hard-a-weather fellow, was standing on the shank 
of the sheet anchor, with his arms across, and his 
well-varnished canvas hat drawn so much over his 
eyes that it was difficult to teU whether he was 
awake, or merely dozing in the sun, as he leaned his 
back against the fore-topmast backstay. The sea- 
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mftD, howeTer, had botn attentiTelj watch iug tKe 
j'oung party alt the time, aad, rather fearing that 
miechitif might ensuEi from their ranhtic??^, be h&d 
grtmt^ out a warniDg tb tJbeni from time to time, 
i<^ which they paid no sort of attention. At laet he 
desisted, saying they might drown themeelvea if 
thej had a m]ad|.fQr never a bit would he help them; 
btit DO sooner did tlie sinking ilgtiro of the ad?en- 
tumuB little hoy catch hia eje, than» diver-fuBhion, 
joining the patma of his hands over hia headj, he shot 
hesd-foremoat into the water. The poor lad sunk bo 
rapidly that he was at least a couple of fitthoms under 
the »urfaee hcfbr© he was aireeted by the grip of the 
saLJOfi who aooQ rose again^ hearing the bewildered 
hoy in biahand, and, calling to the other youngsters to 
t^ke better care of their companion, chucked bim 
right into the belly of the sail in the midst of the 
party* Hi© fore-sbeet was hanging in the cabn, 
nearly into the water, and by it the dripping geaman 
scrambled up figain to his old berth on the anchor, 
shook himself like a great Newfoundland dog, and 
then, jumping on the deck, proceeded across the 
forecastle to shift his clothes. 

At the top of the ladder he was stopped by the 
marine officer, who had witnessed the whole trans- 
action, as he sat across the gangway hammocks, 
watching the swimmers, and trying to get his own 
consent to undergo the labour of undressing and 
dressing. Said the soldier to the sailor, " That was 
rery well done of you, my man, and right well de- 
serves a glass of grog. Say so to the gun-room 
steward as you pass ; and tell him it is my orders to 
fill you out a stiff norwester." 

The soldier's offer was kindly meant, but ratber 
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clumsily timed, at least so thought Jack ; for though 
he inclined his head in acknowledgment of the 
attention, and instinctively touched his hat, when 
spoken toby an officer, he made no reply, till out of 
the marine's hearing, when he laughed, or rather 
draeUed out to the people near him, « Does the good 
gentleman suppose 111 take a glass of grog for saving 
a boy's lifer 

It is surely very odd that there should ever be 
such a thing as a sailor who cannot swim. And it 
is still more marvellous that there should be found 
people who actually maintain tiiat a sailor who cannot 
•wim has a better chance than one who can. 

This strange doctrine, as may well be supposed, 
derives but slender support from any well-estfl^lished 
&cts. It is merely asserted that, on some occasions 
of shipwreck, the boldest swimmers have been lost 
in trying to reach the shore, when they might have 
been saved had they stayed by the ship. This may 
be true enough in particular cases, and yet the 
general position grounded upon it utterly absurd. 
The most skilM horsemen sometimes break their 
necks, but this is hardly adduced as an ailment 
against learning to ride. I suppose there is not an 
officer in the service, certainly not one who has 
reached the rank of captain, who has not seen many 
men drowned solely from not being able to swim ; 
that is, because they had not learned a very simple 
art, of which, under his official injunctions, and 
aided by due encouragement, they might readily 
have acquired a sufficient knowledge. My own 
conscience is not quite clear on this score, whatever 
that of my brother officers may be; and certainly, 
should I again take the command of a ship, I shall 
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use every i3xertiQii| aoil take advantiige of every op- 
portunity, to encoursge the men and officers to 
ac{|Lure thtA invaluable aecc»mpliBKment. Would it 
be rairfasonable to refuse tho rating: *>f A* B» (able 
seanmn) on tlie abip'a bookj) to any man wbo oould 
notiswim? If it be gur duty to ascertain that a 
sailor can "hand, neef, and ateor," bofope we placo 
agAini<!t Ma name tbeee myatical letters, might we 
not well supeiaddj as a qtiiilificatian, that he ahotild 
abo be able to keep his bead above watt^r^ in the 
erent of tailing overboard, or that be should have it 
in hm power to m\'& another's lile, if reijuired to 
leap into the seA for that purpose by the orders (Sf 
his iuperior? At prt*sent, in Bueb an emergencyf 
an oflSeer has to ask amongst a doKen peraon^v 
•' Whieh of you can awini T* instead of saying to tho 
one nearest him, "Jump overboard alWr that man 
who La sinking!" 

This, then, PC*fms the first material atep En the 
establii^hmeiit of an improved flvst^m in thut brarich 
of seamanship which relates to picking up men who 
fall overboard. There can be no doubt that highly- 
excited feelings always stand in the way of exact 
discipline, and especially of that prompt, hearty, 
and thoroughly confiding obedience to the officer 
under whose orders we are serving. Such obedience 
is necessary on this occasion, above all others, and 
is essentially required, in order to accomplish the 
purpose in view. 

Different officers will, of course, devise different 
plans for the accomplishment of the same end. 
Every one who has been exposed to the misery of 
seeinsr a man £ei11 overboard must remember that 
by ' lifficulty was to keep people 
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back, there being always ten times as many per- 
sons as are required, not only ready, but ea^er to 
place themselves in the situations of greatest 
risk. In executing the duties of a ship-of-war, 
there should be no volunteering allowed. Every 
man ought to have a specific duty, or a set of 
duties, to perform at all times. But these duties, 
in the case of a man felling overboard, must, of 
course, vary with the hour of the day or night, with 
the circumstance of its being the starboard or the 
larboard watch on deck, with the weather being fine 
or tempestuous, or with the course the ship is steer- 
ing relatively to the wind, the quantity of sail, 
and so on. The crew of every ship should be 
exercised or drilled, if not as frequently, at least 
specifically, in the methods of picking up a man, as 
they are trained in the exercise of the great guns 
and small arms, or in that of reefing topsails. 

Every one who has been much at sea must re- 
member the peculiar sounds which pervade a ship 
when a man is known to have fallen overboard. The 
course steered is so suddenly altered, that as she 
rounds to the effect of the sails is doubled; the 
creaking of the tiller-ropes and rudder next strike 
the ear; then follows the pitter-patter of several 
hundred feet in rapid motion, producing a singular 
tremor, fore and aft. In the midst of these ominous 
noises may be heard, over all, the shrill startling 
voice of the officer of the watch, generally betraying 
in its tone more or less uncertainty of purpose. 
Then the violent flapping of the sails, and the 
mingled cries of ** Clear away the boats !" " Is the 
life-buoy gone ?" " Heave that grating after him !" 
" Throw that hen-coop over the stem !" ** Who is 
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\U do ydu know?" ** Where did he fall from?" 
*'Can he swim ?" '* Sileiico !'' An impetuous^ and 
too of\i&^ on iU -regulated rush now aucceeda to g;&m 
the hoaXE, which are gen family so crowded that it 
ht^comee dang^rou^ to lower them down, aod more 
time is lost In g'etting: the people out ngain thfin 
would have manned them twice over, if any rcjerular 
csjsteni hod been prepared, and rendered familiar and 
efLBj hj praictice beforehand. 

I comid give a pretty !ong list of cas^fl which I 
have myself seen, or hflTO heard others relate, where 
men have been drowned while their Hhipmates were 
thus strtifgling on board who should bo first to save 
them^ hut who, instead of eidingi^ were actudly im- 
peding one another hy their hnrry-ekurry and general 
igTlomn(^e of what really ought to he done, I re- 
memherji for example, hearing of a line-of-battle- 
jfthip, in the Baltic, trom which two men fell one 
evening, when the ship's company were at quartors. 
The weather was fine, the water pmooth^^ and the 
ship going about seven knots. The two lads in 
question, who were furling the fore-royal at the 
time, lost their hold, and were jerked far in the sea. 
At least a dozen men, leaving their guns, leaped 
overboard from different parts of the ship, some 
dressed as they were, and others stripped. Of course, 
the ship was in a wretched state of discipline where 
such frantic proceedings could take place. The 
confusion soon became worse confounded; but the 
ship was hove aback, and several boats lowered down. 
Had it not been smooth water, daylight, and fine 
weather, many of these absurd volunteers must have 
perished. I call them absurd, because there is no 
sense in merely incurring a great hazard, without 
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some usefbl purpose to guide the exercise of courage. 
These intrepid fellows merely knew that a man had 
Men orerboaidy and thai was all; so away they 
leaped oat of thie ports and oyer the hammock-net- 
iingSy without knowing whereahouts the ohject of 
dior Quixotic heroism might he. The boats were 
oUiged to pick up the first that presented themselres, 
lor they were all in a drowning condition ; but the 
two unhappy men who had been flung fiiom alof^ 
b«ng iurdiest off, went to the bottom before their 
torn came. Whereas, had not their undisciplined 
shipmates gone into the water, the boats would have 
beoi at liberty to row towards them, and they might 
hare been saved. I am quite sure, therefore^ that 
there can be no offence more deserving of punish- 
ment^ as a matter of disciplinei, and in order to pre- 
vent such accidents as this, than the practice of 
leaping overboard after a man who has fiillen into 
t^e water. There are cases, no doubt, in which it 
would be a positive crime in a swimmer-not to spring, 
without waiting for orders, to the rescue of a fellow- 
creature whom he sees sinking in the waves, at 
whatever hazard to himself or to others ; but I speak 
of that senseless, blindfold style in which I have very 
often witnessed men pitch themselves into the water, 
without knowing whether the person who had fidlen 
overboard was within their reach or not. Even in 
highly-disciplined ships this will sometimes take 
place; and the circumstances which increase the 
danger seem only to stimulate the boldest spirits to 
brave the risk. I conceive there is no method of 
putting a stop to the practice but by positively 
enjoining the people not to go overboani, unless 
e^ireBsly ordered; and by explaining to liiem on 
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cvetycMJcaHion when the abip^s company are exercised 
for this puqiosej that the diiljculty i>f picking a man 
up is geiien*Uj tziuch augmcnttHl by such mdiBcrect 

The fallowing^ incidentg occurred in a frigate off 
Cape Horn, in a gale of wind, under close- reefed 
mHin-topBail and storm-stayMilR^ At half^past twelve 
at noon, when the people were at dinner, a young 
lad was waahcd out of the lee fore-channels. The 
life*buoy waa immediately let go,^ and the maifi-top- 
Bail laid to the maet. Before the jolly-boat could 
be lowered down, a man jumper] overboard, aa he 
Baidj ** promiacnoualyj** for he never saw the boy at 
all, nor was be ever within ha¥-a-eabk>'9 lenirtli of 
the spot wl;ere he was fionndering ahoat. Although 
the youth could not Rwintt ho contrived to keep hii 
head above water till tbe boat reached him, juet as 
he waa beginning to «mk, Tlie man who bad jumped 
into the sea was nglit plad to give up bisi '* promis- 
cuous " search, and to make for the life-buoy, upon 
which he perched himself, and stood shivering for 
half-an-hour, like a shag on the Mewstone, till the 
boat came to his relief. 

At four o'clock of the same day a man fell from 
the rigging; the usual alarm and rush took place; 
the lee-quarter boat was so crowded that one of the 
topping lifts gave way, the davit broke, and the 
cutter, now suspended by one tackle, soon knocked 
herself to pieces against the ship's side. Of course, 
the people in her were jerked out very quickly, so 
that, instead of there being only one man in the 
water, there were nearly a dozen swimming about. 
More care was taken in hoisting out another boat, 
and, strange to say, all the people were picked up. 



LIFE.BUOY. 127 

except tbe original unfortunate man, who, but for 
the accident, which ought to have been prevented, 
would in all probability hate bera sared. Neither 
he nor the life-buoj, howeyer, could be discovered 
before the night dosed. 

The life-buoj at present in nse on board his 
If^esty's ships, and, I trusty in most merchant 
■hips, has an admirable contrivance connected with 
it^ which has saved many lives, when otherwise there 
would hardly have been a chance of the men being 
rescued from a watery grave. 

This life-buoy, which is the invention of Lieu- 
tenant Cook of the Navy, consists of two hollow 
copp&F vessels connected together, each about as 
large as an ordinary-sized pillow, and of buoyancy 
and ciqMtcity sufficient to support one man standing 
Vjpotk tliem. Should there be more than one person 
leqoiring support, they can lay hold of rope beckets 
fitted to the buoy, and so sustain themselves. Be- 
tween the two copper vessels there stands up a hollow 
pole, or mast, into which is inserted, from below, 
an iron rod, whose lower extremity is loaded with 
lead, in such a manner, that when tiie buoy is let go 
the iron rod slips down to a certain extent, lengthens 
the lever, and enables the lead at the end to act as 
ballast. By this means the mast is kept upright, 
and the buoy prevented from upsetting. The weight 
at the end of the rod is arranged so as to afford 
secure footing for two persons, should that number 
reach it ; and there are also, as I said before, large 
rope beckets, through which others can thrust their 
head and shoulders, till assistance is rendered. 

On the top of the mast is fixed a port-fire, calcu- 
lated to bum, I think, twenty minutes^ or half-an- 
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liour; tills 18 jgnitod most jogenioosly by the »aiiio 
pnx^e^s which leta tbe buoy down into the water. 
So that a man falling oT^rboard at oight \6 din^ctitd 
to the buoy by the blasa on the top of its pole or 
mastf and the boat sent to rf^cue him alfio Iknows in 
irbat direction to pull* Even flupposing, however, 
th(! man not to liave gaint^i tht; life-buoy, it is dear 
thatj. if aWve the surfafie at all, he must be aome- 
whej that neitrhbourhood; and if he aball have 
goiu ' is ^amti. EiatliiHfgictionf by recovering 

;^|li/| ft»'-.-_Ti Lt the poor wretch is not 

left-. 1' 

Th I excellent invention ii 

attacl PP^<^ '^^ ^^^ water in 

a aii^*^ ot tbe least ingenioua 

part buoy IR generally fixed 

amit ^, are it is held aecnrelj 

in it, j,-,^ bj wcxiig oi^u^^, njr threaded, as it were* 
on two strong perpendicular iroti rods fixed to the 
tciflrail, and inserted in holiis pierting the irsmework 
of the buoy. TIk^ ;4>|j-arn(-ua h kqkt in its jsljice by 
what is called a slip-stopper, a sort of catch-bolt or 
detent, which can be unlocked at pleasure, by merely 
pulling a trigger. Upon withdrawing the stopper, 
the whole machine slips along the rods, and ^Is at 
once into the ship's wake. The trigger which un- 
locks the slip-stopper is furnished with a lanyard, 
passing through a hole in the stem, and having at 
its inner end a large knob, marked " Life-Buoy ; " 
this alone is used in the day-time. Close at hand 
is another wooden knob, marked " Lock," listened 
to the end of a line fixed to the trigger of a gunlock 
primed with powder: and so arranged, that, when 
the line is pulled, the port-fire is instantly ignited, 
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while, at the same moment, the life-huoy descends, 
and floats merrily away, blazing like a lighthouse. 
It would surely be an improvement to have both 
these operations always performed simultaneously, 
that is, by one pull of the string. The port-fire 
would thus be lighted in every case of letting go the 
buoy; and I suspect the smoke in the daytime would 
often be as useAil in guiding the boat, as the blaze 
always is at night. 

The gunner who has charge of die life-buoy lock 
sees it freshly and carefully primed every evening at 
quarters, of which he makes a report to the captain. 
In the morning the priming is taken out, and the 
lock uncocked. During the night a man is always 
stationed at this part of the ship, and every half- 
hour, when the bell strikes, he calls out ** Life- 
buoy !" to show that he is awake and at his post, 
exactly in the same manner as the look-out-men 
abnft, on the beam, and forward, call out " Starboard 
quarter ! " " Starboard gangway ! " " Starboard bow ! " 
and so on, completely round the ship, to prove that 
they are not napping. 

After all, however, it must be owned, that some 
of the most important considerations, when a man 
falls overboard, have as yet scarcely been mentioned. 
These are, — 

First, the quickest and most effectual method of 
arresting the ship's progress, and how to keep her 
as near the spot where the man fell as possible. 

Secondly, to preserve entire, during these evolu- 
tions, the general discipline of the ship, to maintain 
silence, and to enforce the most prompt obedience, 
without permitting foolhardy volunteering of any 
kind. 



Thirdly^ to Bt^e that the boat tippolnt^d to Ivo 
f^mployec] do these oc-cii^ioDa la sceurt'd Id such n 
maimer that the ntAj he c^t loose In a moment, 
and, whpii ready for lo^pring doMrfi, that iilie » 
proptrljf niaaned, and fitt-ed, ho a^ to be ettichint ia 
all rt'Bpeets when she roiiuhes the wnttT. 

Fourthlj, to take; care in lai^Gting th& boat neither 
to 8t4iv© nor to swamp Iier, nor to pitch the men owt* 

And; lastly, to ha^e a aufficient number of the 
eharpest-sightcd men in the ship gtntioned nlolt m 
auch a manner a^ to give tliem the befnt chfinee, not 
only of discovering the person who ia overhoanl^ bat 
of point! Dg him out to the people in the boat, "who 
may not otherrrjjte know in what dirocition to puEL 

It iH conceived that all these objeeta may be ac- 
complished with very little, if any, additional trouble, 
in all tolembly well^iaeiplined Bhipg. 

VariouA opinions prevail amougat oflicera as to 
the tirat point; hut, 1 think, the best ftuthorities 
recernmciitl that, if possible, the ship should not 
merely be hove ahaek when a man falls merboanl, 
but that ahe ought to be brought convpletely round 
on the other tack. Of course, sail ahould be Bhort- 
ened in ataya, and the main-yard lell square. Tlijs 
pljin implicst the ship being on a wind, or frcitn that 
position to having the wind not above two points 
nbal^ the beam, Btit, on one tack or tho other, 
this will inebide a. large portion of the sailing ijf 
eveij ship* 

The great merit of such a method of pmco<^ding is, 
that, if tho evolution ^vieeeeda, the ftbip, when round, 
will drift right down toivnrcb the msin ; and^ although 
there may be somo eninll riitk in lowering tlio boat m 
staya, from tho ahip having at one period stern -wavj 
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tliere will, in fact, be little time lost if the boat be not 
lowered till the ship be well round, and the stem- way 
at an end. There is more mischief done, generally, 
by lowering the boat too soon, than by waiting till 
the fittest moment arrives for doing it coolly ; and 
it cannot be too often repeated, that almoi^t the whole 
depends upon the self-possession of the officer of the 
woteh. This important quality is best taught by ex- 
perience, that is to say, by a thorough and familiar 
practical knowledge of what should be done under all 
circumstances. The officer in command of the deck 
ought to let it be seen and felt, by his tone of voice, and 
by the judicious promptness of his orders, that he, at 
least, is perfectly master of himself, and knows dis- 
tinctly what course it is best to adopt. 

If the ship be running before the wind, or be sail- 
ing large, and under a press of sail, the officer must 
exercise his judgment in rounding to, and take care 
in his anxiety to save the man, not to lot the masts 
go over the side, which will not advance, but defeat 
his object. If the top-gallant-sheets, the topsail, and 
top-g^lant-haulyanls, be let fly, and the head-yards 
braced quickly up, the ship when brought to the 
wind will be nearly in the situation of reefing top- 
sails. Under these circumstances, it will hardly be 
possible to bring her about, for, long before she ran 
have come head to wind, her way will be so much 
deadened that the rudder may have ceased to act. 
Still, however, I am so strong an advocate for the 
principle of tacking, instead of merely lying-to, when 
a man is overboard, that, even under the circum- 
stances above described, as soon as the boat is low- 
ered down and sent off, and the extra sail gathered 
in, I would fill, stand on till the ship had gained 
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h&aA~wSLj enougli to roiidttr tbo evolution eertain, 
and tlien go nbotit, sa i*a to brinjf her lieiwl t^owanla 
the Ijoat. It muftt lie neoolk^ted, that when a ship 
l& going wtU off the wind, in the munner here sup- 
posed, it 13 impcflijibJe to round hiT so quicklj as to 
replace her on the spot whert* tLi^tziaii fell ; to re^ch 
^hi(?h n gront nvN'eep mu^t nJwaje lie i:t)ade. But 
there aeems to me no doubt, tb^t, in every possible 
ease, G\en when going right before it, the ship will 
always drift neartr and neikrer to that spot, if even- 
tually brought to tlie wind on the oppofiite taek from 
that on wbleh she wa.^ lufftnl up. 

It will eonchiee greatly to the auecef^H of these 
me^iaiire^T if it hi:* an eftt^ibliMheil rule, that, whenever 
the alarm ia given of a man being overboard, the 
jjeople, without further orders, fly to their appointed 
etationiP^ for tiieking ahip; and thnt only those per-> 
BiouH who sh?d] be specifically .%4eeted to man and 
lower down the boftta, and for other duties, shall 
presume to quit the places assigned to them on go- 
ing aljout. h 90 bapi>cn« that when the mi^n are in 
their stations ibr taekingt they are ahnost equally in 
tJiiir stations for shortening sail, or for performing 
Tiioflt other evolutions likely to become necessarj at 
Bueh moments. 

The excepted men sliould consrat of at hast two 
boats* crews in eai?h watch, and of others whoso sob 
duty it *tbould be to attend to the operation of low- 
ering the boats, into which no men biit those ex* 
]>ref?i8!y appointed nhoulil over be allowed to enter» 
These peraous, seleeted for their aetivity, strengthj 
jind coolness, Rhould belong to the after-guard, main 
and nii3Een-top» and gunuer*^ erevr, men wbone tlutiefi 
lie cliliffly abaft or about the main^naast* Midship- 
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men in each watch should also he named to the dif- 
ferent boats ; and their orders ought to be positive 
never to allow more than the proper crew to enter, 
nor on any account to permit the boat to be lowered 
till fully and properly manned. I grant that it re^ 
qoires no small nerve to sanction the delays which an 
attention to these minute particulars demands; but 
the adequate d^jee of fidth in their utility will 
bring with it the requisite share of decision, to pos- 
sess which, under all circumstances, is, perhaps, one 
of the most characteristic distinctions of a good com- 
manding officer. 

There ought, in every ship, to be selected a certain 
number of the sharpest-sighted persons, who should 
be instructed, the instant the alarm is given, to re- 
pair to stations appointed for them aloft. Several of 
these ought to plant themselves in the lower rigging, 
some in the topmast shrouds, and one, if not two, 
might advantageously be perched on each of the 
cross-trees. Those persons, whose exclusive duty is 
to discover the man who is overboard, should be di- 
rected to look out, some in the ship's wake, some on 
either side of it, and to be particularly careful to 
mark the spot near which the ship must have been 
when he fell, in order that when she comes about, and 
drifts near the place, they may know where to direct 
their attention, and also to take care that the ship 
does not forgo directly upon the object they arc 
seeking for. The chief advantage of having look-out- 
men stationed aloft in this manner consists in their 
commanding a far better position compared to that 
of persons on deck, and still better when compared 
to the people in the boat ; besides which, having tliis 
object alone to attend to, they are less likely to be 
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tinsuceessRil. Mortover, from their bL-iiig in cnii- 
nklerable numWrs^ unci aciittt^rod at cltftlront elem- 
tioRB, their cbatieea arc, of coiire.^, much incrt^i^ 
of dUeatentig iM) small an object as a mas on the 

Thepeaplp in the boat pnSTic?!i no audi mdvantttg^ i 
for fcht-y nn? oit^wpit^i with ttieir qant, anrl lose be*J 
tween the seas ilU i^iglit of the »aiTOinidiiig object! I 
neur them, whili* thpj ean alwavi^ soty the ahip'ff { 
nja.4fctj anil iia mon as thoy dett'ct that any onaj 
of the look-out-nu-a seea the person who is o?er*»i 
board, and points m the proper direetion for th#?ia»J 
to pull, the<j- can flhape their course aecoticlinglyril 
Presently ariother look-out, inatructed by the fijflt 
where to direct hia ejea, abio discovers tbe man j 
than another sees hini, thou another, and so on, till all 
who arc aloll obtain sigfit of the deaired object, nnd 
juiti in poiiitinijwith thear bandfl towht^re it ia to ha 
found. TIio oflicftr in the boat, tliua instructed hy 
innumerable pointers, rows at once, and with confi- 
dence, in the proper direction, and the drowning man 
is often rescued from his deep-sea grave, when, had 
there been no such look-outs, or had they been fewer 
in number or lower down, he must have perished. 

It is curious to observe the electric sort of style in 
which the perception of an object, when once pointed 
out, flashes along from man to man. As each in 
succession catclies siq^ht of his shipmate, he exclaims, 
" There he is ! there he is ! " and holds out his hand 
in the proper direction for the guidance of the boat. 
Indeed, I have seldom witnessed a more interesting 
sight than that of eighty or a hundred persons sta- 
tioned aloft, straining their eyes to keep sight of a 
poor fellow who is struggling for his life, and all 
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eriy extending their hands towards him, as if they 
Id dutch him from the wayes. To see these hands 
p agidn 18 inexpressihly painfrd, from its indicate 

that the unfortunate man is no longer distin- 
shaUe. One hy one the arms fall down, reluct- 
\j, as if it were a signal that all hope was over, 
isentlj the hoat is ohserved to range about at 
dom; the look-out-men aloft, when repeatedly 
led and asked, ^ if they see anything like him ? " 

all silent, finally, the boat's recall-flag is 
sted, sail is again niade on the ship, the people 

^ped down, and this tragical little episode in 
voyage being concluded, ererything goes on as 





CHAFTER X. 

SUNDAY ON BOA^D A MAK-OF-WAB.- 

MtrSTEHINO BY DIVlBIOUe, 



I 




5|HE first artrcle of war run« aa foUowi^ : — 
* All commftudc'TS, capttiup, and oiHcem, 
in or bcloiLgfing to any of His Majesty's 
eihi|:ie or resaels t»f war, Bball t*i\xise thtJ 
piibljc worahip of Almighty Ooci, aecortling to tlio 
Liturgy of the Church of Eng^knil t'^stabliah^! by law, 
to he flolemuly, orderly, an si rtnerpritly pcrrormocl in 
their rf^jstiM-ofivc Fihi]i.*^ ; ?itkI jjfiali tfiko cnre that 
prayers and preaching, by the chaplains in holy or- 
ders of the respective ships, be performed diligently, 
and that the Lord's day be observed according to 
law." 

The precision with which these injunctions are 
attended to will depend chiefly on three things: — 
The personal disposition of the captain ; the nature 
of the service upon which the ship is employed ; and 
the state of the weather. It is nearly always in the 
captain's power to make the Sunday a day of rest to 
the people committed to his charge. Sooner or 
later he is sure to reap the fruits of his conduct in 
this matter, and is made to feel, that, to command 
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the respect or to win the regard of his crew, he 
must show them, on all ordinary occasions, that he 
i8 himself under the guidance of right principles. 
In the same spirit, his authority will be strengthened 
by ereiy touch of consideration with which the in- 
evitable sternness of his rule is softened ; and the 
more be manages to impart to all such indulgences 
the character of routine, or matters of course and 
constant usage, so much the better. We feel 
obliged to a person who confers almost any favour 
upon us; but if this fiivour be one of daily or weekly 
occurrence, and, at each time of its concession, we 
are reminded of the weight of our obligation, all 
kindliness is in danger (^ being removed from it, 
and we would sometimes rather go without than 
hold the advantage by a tenure thus avowedly ca- 
pricious. 

A captain of sense and feeling, therefore, makes 
it his business, in the 6r8t place, to find out what is 
right and proper, consistently Tfith the rules of the 
service, and then to ascertain how &r the peculiar 
nature of the employment upon which the ship is 
engaged will admit of indulgences. Having settled 
with himself what is possible to be done with pro- 
priety, he should grant it not as a matter of personal 
&vour, but simply because it is fitting in itself. 

It is not possible, at sea, to comply to the letter 
with the fourth commandment ; but we have no 
right on that account to dispense with its spirit, 
which is at all times and in all places within every 
man's reach. The absolute necessity, however, of 
performing some work, appears a sufficient reason 
with many people for doing away with the ordinance 
of Sunday altogether, and converting it into a day of 
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i^8 fiHOUT ^EBVICE!^ 



htLtA And irkBqtiie toil, Inr^teni^ ofa season of j 
campArativo rest. On tha other bundf eome 
erther aUovr e^ideiitial piibliD intertBt^ to be n^ 
which ought to be nttendGd to^ or tbej harai 
[it'Oplti by o^Jicting more attention to w 
obseiT&ni.'ea fiban the poor aailora can bef^to 
any cbance of proftt. Wbieh of these course 
worstj I R^dlj e^nnot say. If Symlay bo S 
working divf, and no attention is paid to it]d 
priftte diitii^?, the cmw are by no mefina sfl 
and but too rejB-dilj contract, by degrreea, til 
ot n%deetinjyr th£?irob!igatioiia both to God an 
On tiiii tOQtmry, if the day be entirtdv ta] 
with devotional exercisea, to tbe £Ltigiie o 
mi ads and bodicn, tbey are exceeding^iy apt, 
timsf to vote tbe ** wboie contiem," aa tbey" 
!i^^ a bore, and to make up for this forced atteni 

Ibe moat ecandaloufl indedeuciea, wben out q 
of tbeir ** psalm-singinf captain/' 

I would acrording:ly recommend every off 
command of a ship to bring as many of the ar 
ments of bis Sunday as possible into a jog-trot 
not to be departed from unless there should a 
absolute necessity for such deviation. Ni 
Sundays might, indeed, pass over without a 
parent advantage being gained from this unifc 
but on the twentieth some opportunity might 
of infinite value to all concerned, which oppo] 
might, in all probability, prove unavailing but 
previous preparation. To borrow a profession? 
tration of the most familiar kind ; it maybe ask< 
many hundred times do we exercise the gret 
and small arms, for once that we fire them 
action ? And why should it be supposed tl 
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the useful application of our mental energies to the 
most important of all warfare, hahitual training is 
less necessary? 

Without going needlessly deep into these specu- 
ladonSy I may ohserve that, even in the least re- 
gularly disciplined ships, there is now a marked dif- 
ference between Sunday and any other day in the 
week. Although the grand object seems to be to 
have eveiything as clean as possible, and in its most 
apple-pie order, great part of the labour employed 
to produce this result is over before Sunday arrives. 
The decks, for instance, receive such a thorough 
allowance of holy-stoning and scrubbing on Satur- 
day, that a mere washing, with perhaps a slight 
touch of the brushes and sand, brings them into the 
milk-white condition which is the delight of every 
genuine first lieutenant's heart. All this is got 
over early in the morning, in order that the decks 
may be swabbed up and the ropes nicely flemished 
down before seven bells, at which time it is generally 
thought expedient to go to breakfast, though hnlf- 
an-hour sooner than usual, in order to make the 
forenoon as long as possible. I should have men- 
tioned that the hammocks are always piped up at 
seven o'clock. If they have been slung overnight, 
they are as white as any laundress could have made 
them ; and, of course, the hammock-stowers take 
more than ordinary care to place them neatly in the 
nettings, with their bright numbers turned inwards, 
all nicely lashed up with the regulated proportion of 
turns, each hammock being of a uniform size from 
end to end. 

Wliile the people are at breakfast, the word is 
passed to "clean for muster,'' in any dress the com- 
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maniUng: officer maj thmk most suitable i 
cltmatt? or weather, BtftWMti the trcipira, th^ 
for rigging la frocks ^nd trouaerst k gect^t^ 
1 UvePLHl in tbe«e words i— 

(I '* Do joii hear, there J fore and aft! Cl^i 

iimst4?r at fi vt? bells — du^k frocks and wl i \ te trofli 
In colder regions, it in ** Bluo jftckeii 
trondera 'j^ at!id in iD^ioy, ci:)[d, or bLowitig yH 
the following order la eung out along the Iowa 
first by the husky-throated hontswain^ and I 
a BtUl rongher enunciation by hie gmifestti^Uit 
boatuwain a mates i — 
I " D ye hear, there I Odm ahirt and a sbj 

! i' I muster at five bcdls T 

Twitse a week^ on Thnradnj*! and Sunda; 
opemtion qf sharing ia held t^j be necN-aaary, 
iij' ,. are (!&Ued '*defiti-Bljirt tlayn.** Mondayfl an 

' mI 1/ dayis are the days appointed for washiniL;^ theej 

It IB uBnal to gire the men three quarteri, \ 
of hidf-an*hoiir to breakfast on Sundaysj, tha 
may have time to rig themselves in propei 
before coming on deck. The watch, therel 
called at a quarter-past eight, or it may be or 
wliich is half-past. Tlie forenoon watch brin 
clothes-bags up with them, in order that tht 
not be again required to leave the deck before i 
The bags are piled in neat pyramids, or in 
forms, sometimes on the booms before the 
and sometimes in a square mass on the after 
the quarter-deck of a frigate. It strikes i 
collection that in most ships there is a 
difficulty in finding a good place on which i 
the bags. 
As soon aa the forenoon watch is called, i 
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tween decks, on which the men live, is carefully 
cleaned, generally by what is called dry holy-stoning. 
This is done by rubbing the deck with small smooth 
pieces of freestone, after a layer of well-dried sand 
has been sprinkled over it. This operation throws 
up a good deal of dust ; but it makes the deck white, 
'which is the grand point aimed at. The wings, the 
store-rooms, and the cockpits, undergo a similar 
dose of rubbing and scrubbing ; in short, every hole 
and comer of the decks, both above and below 
stairs, as folks on shore would say, is swept, and 
swqyt, and swept again, on a Sunday morning, till 
the panting sweepers are half dead ; indeed, the rest 
of die ship's company are worried out of all patience, 
from eight o'clock to half-past ten, with the eterna> 
cry of '* Pipe the sweepers !" followed by a sharp, 
interrupted whistle, not unlike the note of a pet 
canaiy. 

What with cleaning the decks and cleaning 
themselves, the watch below have fully enough to 
do to get all ready by five bells. It must be re- 
membered, too, that they have had the morning 
watch to keep, since four o'clock, and the whole 
trouble of washing the upper decks, shaking out the 
reefs, stowing the hammocks, and coiling down the 
ropes; all easy matters of routine, it is true, but 
still sufficiently tiresome when multiplied so often. 

At the appointed hour of half-past ten, to a single 
stroke of the bell, the mate of the watch, directed 
by the officer on deck, who again acts in obedience 
to the captain's orders, conveyed to him by the first 
lieutenant, calls out, — 

** Beat to divisions V* 

It should have been stated, that, before this period 
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ftirivefl, the mat* of tho rlecke and tlie mat^ 

hold^ t1]eboatj9W3tiii, gtinnerj and c*rpentcr, 1 

I I scveraJly n^cived reports from their suboi 

tliat tbeir diftt-iciit depirtment^ are in propi 

for tnflpeeiion. Reports to the same c^iFt^d 

^ < vi' t\iLn fitiftlly mAfle to tbe first lieutonant by tb 

' j and warrftiit*oflicK?ri?, lie binKselF got?^ round 1 

'I to sec that all b ri}>:lit anil ti;,dit, preparatorj 

il|jj» ^rand insjKJt:tion» I ouglit also to have me] 

!l|i that thr- Ijags of tfie watch bt4ow am piped ^ 

,|j|, o*i'lo<*k, BO that nothing remiiitia Ijetween de 

r the moBis-tabltifl, stook, and tho f^oup and gw 

Long; bpfore thifl hour, the ^t-titer liuinb^^ 

whole sbip'fi eompiaiiv have drt*sed tlu^ms^ 

' are ready for mufiter ; btiC tlic m^wr-Qndm^ i^% 

the iuaij warrant-oflicere' yeomen^ the ex.m 

l|jj;i; sera steward* the Blovenly midshipmen h h 

rj III, Immed loblolly hoy, and the mtemdnable 

offic^ri!' aermnta, who have alwflyji fifty e^ttM 

tfi don lire often so 4*iijrely prcufled for tinio, 

the first tap of the drum beating to division! 

idlers, as they are technically much iniscalle 

often be seen only then lugging their shir 

their heads, or hitching up their trousers in 

hurry-scurry of a lower-deck toilet. I sbou 

recorded that in the ship's liead, as well as 

fore-part of the main-deck, and likewise betw 

gims, chiefly those abreast of the fore-hat 

there have been groups assembled to sera 

polish themselves ever since breakfast- time, ai 

before it. Some are washing themselves ; 

' cutting, and combing, and trimming their ha 

now-a-days, there are none of those huge Ion 

or club ties, which descended along the bacl 
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sailors who fought with Benbow and Rodney. The 
dandyism of Jack has now taken another turn, and 
the knowing thing at present is to have a parcel 
of ringlets hanging from the temples almost to the 
coUar-bone. Some of the youngest and best-looking 
of the foretop-men would also very fiun indulge in 
the feminine foppery of ear-rings ; but in the British 
Nayy this is abisolutely forbidden. 

I remembeF once, on the beach of Madras, wit- 
nessing an amusing scene between Sir Samuel Hood, 
then conmiander-in-chief in India, and the newly- 
promoted boatswain of a sloop-of-war belonging to 
the squadron. The Admiral, who was one of the 
bravest, and kindest, and truest-hearted seamen 
that ever trod a ship*s decks, was a sworn foe to all 
trickery in dress. The eye of the veteran officer 
was directed earnestly towards the yeast of waves, 
which in immense double rows of surf, fringe and 
guard the whole of that flat coast. He was watching 
the progress of a Massullah boat, alternately lost in 
the foam, and raised in very uncertain balance 
across the swell, which, though just on the break, 
brought her swiftly towards tlie shore. He felt more 
anxious than usual about the fate of this particular 
boat, from haring ordered on shore the person 
alluded to, with whom he wished to have some con- 
versation previous to their parting company. This 
boatswain was a young man, who had been for some 
years a follower of the Admiral in different ships, 
and to whom he had just given a warrant. The poor 
fellow, unexpectedly promoted from before the mast 
to the rank of a warrant-officer, was trigged out in 
his newly-bought, but marvellously ill-cut uniform, 
shining like a new dollar, and making its wearer. 
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yfho for the first time in hzi$ lifb bad put on 1 
cojit, f^l not a little awkward. 

A* ao<m nfl tht> boat waa parti j driven up the 
beach by the aurf^ and partly dmggtjcl bevond the 
das^li of the bneakers by tlit^ crowd on ahort-* thm 
happiest of warrant-oflicers leaped out on tbo sjind, 
aud fieeing the Admiral above bioi, stnuding on tlie 
crest of the natural g-laeis ivhioh lines tbtt «hi>re, he 
took off his hat, smoothed down the hair on his fore- 
head, sailor fissbion, and stood nncoveretl, ia spite of 
the roiUidng sun flaming in the zenith. 

The AdniiraJ., of course, made a motion with bis 
band for the boatt^wain to ptit his bat on ; but th& 
otht^r, not perceiving tbo signal, 6too<l gtock-stilli, 

" I aav, put 00 vour hat !*' callwl the eommandef- 
in-chief, in a tone which made the newly-created 
warrant start. In his agitation he shook a bunch of 
well-trimmed ringlets a little on one side, and be- 
trayed to the flashing eyes of the Admiral a pair of 
small round silver ear-rings, the parting gift, doubt- 
less, of some favoured and favouring " Poll or Bess" 
of dear, old, blackguard Point Beach. Be this as it 
may, the Admiral, first stepping on one side, and 
then holding his head forward, as if to re-establish 
the doubting evidence of his horrified senses, and 
forcibly keeping down the astonished seaman's hat 
with bis hand, roared out, — 

*' Who the devil are you ?'* 

" John Marline, sir !" replied the bewildered boat- 
swain, beginning to suspect the scrape he had got 
himself into. 

"Oh!" cried the flag-officer, with a scomftd 
laugh. '* Oh ! I beg your pardon ; I took you for a 
Portuguese." 
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^"0, sir!'* instinctively faltered out the other, 
g the Adminii expected some reply. 
N'o ! Then, if you are not a foreigner, why do 
hoist fidse colours? What husinew has an 
iah Bailor with these d— d machinea in his 

r 

[ don't know, sir," said poor Mariine. *' I put 
in only this morning, when I rigged myself in 
tew togs to answer the signal on shore." 
Phen," said Sir Samuel, softened hy the oon- 
look <^hiB old shipmate, and haying got rid of 
neater portion of his hile by the first explosion, 
I will now proceed to unrig yourself of this 
amper as &st as you can ; pitch them into the 
f you like; but never, as you rospect the war- 
in your pockety let me see you in that disguise 

hen the drum beats the well-known ** Ginhcile^^ 
hip's company range themselves in a single line 
: both sides of the quarter-deck, the gangways, 
ill round the forecastle. In a frigate, the whole 
may be thus spread out on the upper deck 
! ; but in line-of-battle ships the numbers are 
■eat that similar ranges^ each consisting of a 
on, are likewise formed on the opposite sides of 
lain-deck. The marines, under arms, and in 
niform, fall in at the ailer-part of the quarter- 
; while the ship's boys, under the master-at- 
, with his ratan in hand, muster on the fore- 

some ships the men are sized, as it is called, 
dlest being placed at the after-end, and so on 
to the most diminutive, who is fixed at the 
mity. But this arrangement, being more of a 
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inilitftrj than of a nsml ca»t, in rarelv a<l'J|itt^l now- 
a-tinvH* It will jf^litoin ImfijMfn, indeorl^ that tliv 
Itiflt^^t anil burliest fellows in a sh'ip'n company flrt* 
til0 lending men* They may chanee'^ indec'^f to tte 
pcmlten*r«, cook's matea, or titoufy to make fiweepi^ra 
of; personaii^ee who after a three ycara' i^tatidii 
ttftrel^^ know the stem from the stem, anJ could no 
tnore stoi^r the tiliip than they could t&ke ft kiuir 
di»t4iieef Officera, howeftT^ on firet joiEimg » tthi^i, 
are veiy apt to be guilty of BtJime injustice tawnrda 
the ptH>ple by jud^og of them too hastily from »p- 
|iemn(fe idont?. We are incieiisibly^ m mudi pre- 
pOflBeeHed m favour of & fine, taU^ good-looking 
Bullor-lad, and prejudiced Rj^inst a grifzled, erotiked, 
little wretch^ thnt if both happtm in be broygfht 
bt^fori" lis for the same otfenct% wo almost iiistitietlvdy 
commit the injuatice of condemoing the ugly fellaw, 
^nd acquitting the smart- looking oni?, before a tithe 
id' the evidence ha^ reachinl our eflrs. 

Leaving these »peeuL"itive qticstionsT however, for 
the present, let us rtturn to the diviHions, which aro 
arranged along the deek, not, m formerly, by aiist^, 
but, in the proper way, hy the watch -hi 11* The fore* 
caadc-men» of eoiirse, come Hrst, as they stand so m 
the list* by wliich thfv are mustered at night by 
the mate of tiie wateli ; then the fore*top men, and 
ao on to the gimners, after-guard, and waiHters. 
Kacb diviiion Is under charge of a lieutenant, who, 
as well lis tho midshipmen of his diTision, appears in 
full ujiiform. The pfopio are first mustered by the 
yonug gentlemen* and then carefully inspct^tad by 
the officer of the division, who sees that every man 
iM il rested acerrrding to ortlf r, mid thnt lie is other- 
^ij-e in prnpT trim* It ii^nlso umuA in }if»t diniatft^ 
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for the surgeon and his assistants to pass along the 
lines, to ascertain, partly by the men's looks, and 
partly by an examination of their limbs, that no 
traces of scurvy haye begun to show themselyes. 

While the mustering and inspecting of the divi- 
sions is going on, the captain paces the quarter-deck, 
in company with the first lieutenant. No other voices 
are heard except theirs, and that of the midshipmen 
calling over the names of the men, or the officers 
putting some interrogatory about a spot of tar on a 
pair of duck trousers, or an ill-mended hole in the 
sleeve of a shirt. In a few minutes even these sounds 
are hushed, and nothing is distinguishable fore and 
aft bat the tread of the respective officers, on their 
way aft to report to the captain on the quarter-deck 
that all are present, properly dressed, and clean, at 
their diiiferent divisions. The marine officer likewise 
makes a report of his party and their equipments. 
The first lieutenant now turns to the captain, takes 
off his hat, and says, — 

" All the officers have reported, sir.*' 

To which the other replies, — 

" We'll go round the ship, then, if you please ;*' 
and off they trudge, after leaving the deck in charge 
of the second lieutenant, or the master, as may be 
determined upon at the moment. 

As the captain approaches the first division, he is 
received by the officer commanding it, who touches 
his hat, and then fails into the train behind. Of 
course, the moment the skipper appears, the men 
along the whole lino take off their hats, smooth down 
their locks, make many clumsy efforts to stand erect, 
fumble interminably with the waistband of their 
trousers, and shuffle, to more or less purpose, ac- 



eotxling to th<^ ttioticm of the nhip* t<» tnnintajA thciir 
tot« exactlv ot tlie lin*j or ««am in the dlet-k alrmir 
which tltev hjiTO b^n faottoaBci twenty tlmt^^ l\wy 
Afc to Htand, Tlie captain, ^» he raovt-^ ylfmly jnwt, 
eyes i^&eli iH'in from ht^a^L tt? fuoC^ utid li^(« nothitig 
pofia QJT which he dieapprori't^. The oflieer of tl^ 
div^Uioa y r^^ady to explnia, or to take a tiok* of 
what alteration la reqtiired ; but supposing ali to be 
n^ty ticjfc A sylifthl^* ib ujiokcm, and at the end of th« 
dh'jjition thu iTfiptaiiL a^m tonchea hb hat to tW 
oilicor, who retyms tht: ealut«, ajid reiomna with biff 
people. 

He then proceeds Xq the foriei:aatle, at the break 
of which he is received by the three Wftrrflnt-offipem, 
the IxiatawjuiiT griirneri and cnr|x*Titprj in tbtir hcst 
eoatfi, cut alter the fii^hion of the year on<.>, broad- 
tail ad, musty, and full of creaei^s from bml packing 
and little use^ nud blasting fnuu lop to bottom witli a 
double- tiered battery of buttons of hugfe dimenaioofl* 
Behind these worthy peraouageSt who aeldom look 
much at horac in their lioerv, staudii the roawter-at- 
nmis, in front of his troop of troublesome small fiy, 
known by the name oi' the ship's boys, destined in 
^ood lime to be Bailot^, and perhaps auionpft tlia 
bent and tnieiit that we erer number in our crcwfl. 

In this way, in short, it is a most importantt a^il 
sdmoat an impt^rative tlnty, on the offii'ers of ^-^ery 
niau-of-war, to a^icertaiti, by actual mvestigation, 
bow far their people are entitled to the rating* they 
elairii. If we do not see to thi^, we are jjerpetuaJly 
misapplying the resources of the nation, by mii- 
tJiking their true quality, 

T Nljoiiltl hnve nieoHoncdT that before Icflving' the 
\\\\[H.'T diL-(.'l< S\\v cripfiini ]jnnL'e<Ia to inspect the ma- 
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rines, who are drawn up across or along the quarter- 
deck abaft. Most captains think it both judicious 
and kind to yisit the marines first, and I have never 
seen this practice adopted without manifest advan- 
ta^. The marines are excellent fellows, well-trained, 
hardy, cheerful, duly respecting themselves, and 
proad of their service : while, from belonging to a 
fixed corps, and from not being liable to be perpe- 
toallj disbanded and scattered, they acquire a perma- 
nent interest, or an inherent esprit de corps, as well 
as a permanent footing in the Navy. In like man- 
ner, the marine ofiScers constitute one of the most 
gentlemanlike bodies of men in the King's service. 
They are thoroughly imbued with all the high sen- 
timents of honour belongmg to the military charac- 
ter ; and they possess, moreover, in a very pleasant 
degree, the freedom of manner and versatility of 
habits peculiar to those who go down to the sea in 
ships. 

The utility of this important body of men on board 
a man-of-war is so great, that it becomes the duty 
of every lover of the profession to support aU its 
ranks and classes, and to render their situation when 
afloat one of respectability, happiness, and content- 
ment. In speaking of the. utility of the jolly ma- 
rines, as they are kindly enough called by the sailors, 
who, in spite of all their quizzing, really esteem their 
pipe-clayed shipmates, I refer less to their services 
in action, than to their inestimable value in sustain- 
ing the internal discipline of the service. The man- 
ner in which this is brought about forms one of the 
most interesting peculiarities in the whole range of 
naval affiiirs; but it deserves to be treated of se- 
parately, and at length. 



i|0 BOUND THE hMCKH. 

Hifl two division* mnged *loiig the mnin^deck, 
iuplKMltg Ihe »Iii{iV eomfHuiy «o distfiLuted, next 
en|£iife tLo captiiin*t^ ^ttctittoii. 1 think it \& wmv\ 
to take timt tirat whicli etnndR on the gtarboanl sidf? 
of the declc, with tho after-enrl, or its left, i^ mili- 
tary m^n would ^av, d<9^ again eit tlie liiilkbc^d of 
ttie ca[jtain*a enhin, wIjiU^ tJii? ff*rempst men of the 
divis*iun extend unc!er the foreeastlt^* On arridng 
at the galltsy or kiteh^jn^ the captoin i« rt^'eived h}' 
the cook (or as nni«h as ronj l)e left of hinii accord- 
ing to the Qroenwieh 11o«$pltiil joke), heliind ^hfim 
stands his mate, generally a tall, glrwrtj^ powerfiji 
negKJf who, ualiko lis» chief. hn» fdwaya a full al- 
io wnnee c?f limbs, with a round and ahiniTiU' f»oei 
ahiHit aM nioii^t uj? oho of the tublbl of huge suet 
j>uddinj?S;, tieii up in hugs alongside of Iiiin, Tbs 
t'fxjk, nided hy *" Qiiaminot" lifts the lida off the ffop* 
1*1^, tliRt the captnin fnay pet r into thorn, ajid m- 
OfTtaln -whether or not all ia t'lean and nice, With 
the end of liifs wooden leg; theeook then gfiveaatwiat 
to the cook of the coppers, to let some of the poase- 
eti^ip in prepnmtion run off and shoiiV itHolf to the 
nohle comniaiidor'fi inapoction. The oven-iloors are 
noxt ojioned, the mnjre or largG fire etirred up, and 
ev(*ry hoio and cor o or esposotl to Tiew \ the object 
of the grand vifiitJition bcltijur to «eo that this easen- 
tml department of the ship is tn the moat perfect 
»tate of clo-Tniinesa and ^^ood onfler. 

Btill further for^'ard, beffjro the gidley, in the verf 
nose of her, aa the foremost nook or angle of the 
fillip is called f and a little on one side, lioe the sick- 
bsiVt ur hosfiital ; at tho do^r of which the surgeon, 
li;i«'ked hy hvn a^atstaiitn, n'oiivuH the cnptain Hfid his 
ii>[i' \W firij^t ISoutoiiririt. Jind \m tJonhle the mate 
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of the main-deck. In they march, all in a row. 
The detain takes care not to pass any invalid's 
hammock without dropping a word of encouragement 
to its pale inmate, or hegging to be informed if any- 
thing Airther can he done to make him comfortable. 
Only those men who are very unwell^ however, are 
found in their beds ; the rest being generally seated 
on tiie chests and boxes placed round the bay, a part 
of the ship which, I need scarcely mention, is kept, 
if possible, more clean, airy, and tidy than any other. 
If a speck of dirt be found on the deck, or a gallipot 
or phial out of its place, woe betide the loblolly-boy, 
the assistantHsurgeon's assistant, and the constant 
attendant upon the hospital. This personage is 
usually a fellow of some small knowledge of reading 
and writing, who, by ovefnearing the daily clinical 
lectures of the doctor, contrives to pick up a smat- 
tering of medical terms, which he loses no opportu- 
nity of palming off upon his messmates below as 
sublime wisdom sucked in at Alma Mater. 

Just before leaving the sick-bay, the captain ge- 
nerally turns to the surgeon, and says, as a matter 
of course, ** Doctor, mind you always send aft at 
dinner-time for anything and everything you require 
for the sick;" and I have frequently remarked that 
his whole tone and manner are greatly softened 
during this part of the rounds, perhaps without his 
being conscious of any difference. A very small 
share of attention on the part of a commanding- 
officer on such occasions, if kindly and unaffectedly 
exercised, leaves a wonderfully favourable impres- 
sion, not only among the invalids to whom it is more 
particularly addressed, but seldom fails to extepd its 
salutary influence over the rest of the ship's com- 
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pany, and tlius, of cotir^c, contiibcttes isaateriaHy td 
sCren^lieii and to maintain his authoTity. Such ex^ 
pneBflion^ of symprtthj* nertjr fail to act like dropi d 
oil on the maL'hini^ry of diacipUne, making alJ itl 
wheels work amoothly and sweetly. 

The lower dock h next examined. The hacfs Kaii 
been etutiGd tm deckj so that, m I mention^l before^ 
nothing n?raaina but the peopb*8 mesg-table* anj 
mc?Ba thinga, th£?ir kids, and crockery, Aa Jack ii 
mighty fond of a hit at sliow in his way» many d 
tho bcrtlifi or racss-pUwjes exhibit goodly raiigL*» ol 
tca^ctipa and fBgimenta of plat«)6 worthy of tJie <5Ble- 
brftted Bke Po^ Tarem, cw^Jiaionaily flanked Ig 
a huge t«a-pot^ famously emblazoned with yelloi 
dragons and imitation Chines^?. Tlie intervals be- 
tween the shelves are generally ornamented with a 
set of pictures of rural innocence, where shepherds 
are seen wooing shepherdesses, balanced by represen- 
tations of not quite such innocent Didos weeping a1 
the Sally Port, and waving their lily hands to de- 
parting sailor-boys. On the topmost-shelf stands, 
or is tied to the side, a triangular piece of a mirror, 
three inches perhaps by three, extremely useful ii 
adjusting the curls of our nautical coxcombs, of whom 
one at least is to be found in every berth. 

The mess-tables, which are kept so bright yoi 
would suppose them whitewashed, are hooked to th( 
ship's side at one end, while the other is suspendec 
by small ropes covered with white canvas. Againsi 
these lines rest the soup and grog kids, shining ii 
a double row along the deck, which is lighted up, for< 
and aft, for the captain's visit, by a candle in eacl 
berth. In frigates it is usual, I believe, to let th< 
people have a certain number of chests, besides thei: 
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bags. These not only form convenient seats for the 
men at meals, and couches on which to stretch their 
woni-K>at limbs during the watch below, but they 
afibrd a |dace in which the sailors may stow away 
some part of their best attire, deposit their little 
knick-knacks, and here and there a book^ or mayhap 
a knfe-letter, or some cherished loye-token. A cliest, 
in aborts or the share of a chest, eyen though it be 
only a quarter, or a sixth part, is always so great a 
comfort tiiat tius indulgence ought to be granted 
when it can possibly be allowed. In single-decked 
ships^ I conceiye it may generally be permitted : in 
a line-of-batde ship hardly ever. In a frigate, as 
there are no guns on the lower deck, where the 
people mess and sleep, there is nothing to clear away 
on coming into action ; but in a ship of the line the 
men pass their whole liyes amongst the guns, by 
night as wdl as by day, and as it is absolutely neces- 
sary to keep eyery part ready for action at an instant*s 
warning, nothing can be allowed to remain between 
the guns but such articles as may be carried out of 
the way in a moment. It is sometimes nonsensical, 
and even cruel, to carry this system into a frigate, 
where the same necessity for keeping the space un- 
encumbered does not exist. Doubtless the mate of 
the lower deck, and often enough the first lieutenant, 
and sometimes even the captain, will be anxious to 
break up all the men's chests, in order to have a 
clear-looking, open, airy, between -decks, to make a 
show of; but with proper care it may be kept almost 
as clear and quite as clean with a couple of chests in 
each berth as without. Even were it otherwise, we 
ought^ I think^ rather to give up a little appearance 
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to m^cujiQ 80 gT^t H e^liaru of comfoTt to those v*]ii>, 
at liOHt, are not ovtrlmrdt^ni^l wiHi luiurii^a. 

Ag tbe ctptain walk^* ^i't, along tin? lower deek» 
to Gomoa to the mi(I»hipmen*a bt'rtb, or room* m 
wlucli tho youii|^t£!n mf s». It \^ the tbremoigst jtnd 
ki^^^iit of a rangie of cahin» huilt up on eai:h fciiJe, 
ftnil re»chiii^ iM Tar «ft a;^ tlje gtin-rDam, or m&s- 
pbiee of tlie. coniinu^ioned otBcerfi. It id oalj iu 
line^of-^hAttk' iibi|Ni that the mtds niesa b thtf C04!b- 
pit ; while in frigtitefl tht\v not merclv m^^ hut ?leep 
in the prt ot' thtj lower deck cjilf<?jl, I know noi 
wliVi the iteemge. I ouglit to h^se mentioued tliJit 
ht'iiJt^ the c-ftljjns of the oftieem. And alwll thuse of 
the Biiilar»« lie tho herths of the niadnt^ ; hutj of 
cournie^ tbeae mess-plj&eea of the men ivru not ff^r- 
tttiont.^ olf, beiog merely denoted hy tlie titbit's and 
ib^v^. Tlie hoafe?waio, gnmier, and c&rpenter, heem 
tbeir cabins In the Bteerage* 

The captain peeps into e^cli of these den a aa h« 
Tiiovefl ahiri^^ In that of the midshijjmen he nmj 
probably find a yanth with the quurrjintine-fliig up; 
that JH, in the aick-^liJEt. Ili^i cuc% we may suppoiHc^ 
ia always to look aa miaomble and woe-begone as 
poBdible. If he have bnd a !ua;S?le with a niefismatet 
and one or lioth his eyes ara bun^d np m eouMJ- 
qnenpis it co»t^ him no smi*U trouble to conceal hifl 
iJisorderly mi»df*tvlj3. It woold be jnst as t^Miy, in 
Ihft, to «top the wiads or to stop tlhe use of fiety- 
roEBi amonjpt a parcel of hot-bloodetl lads between 
thirteeti and nineteen, although, of cour*^, such 
rrtwrnttreit are held to be contrary to the laws and 
eufifoms useil at eea, and are puniBhableaccordingly^ 
The captain, pretending ignorance, however, merdy 
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grins ; and, without exposing the boy to the neces- 
sity of getting up a story, remarks : — 

** I suppose. Master Peppercorn, you fell down the 
after-hatchway ladder, and struck your eye against 
the comer of a chest? Didn't you? And, what is 
odd enough, I dare say, when I cross to die star- 
board berth, I shall find Mr. Mustardseed, who has 
met with exactly the same accident about the same 
time. What do yo think? Eh?" 

" I don't know, sir," answers the badgered young- 
ster; ''Mr. Mustardseed and I are not on speaking 
tenns. 

''Very likely not," chuckles the skipper, as he 
proceeds to thrust his nose curiously into the war- 
nmt officers' little boxes. On arriving at the gun- 
room, he merely glances,, with a well-bred air of 
assumed indifference, at the apartment of the officers, 
with whose habits and arrangements he scarcely 
ever ventures to meddle. He next dives into the 
cockpit, which in a frigate is used only for the 
purser's store-room, leading to the bread-room, both 
of which he examines carefully. The spirit-room 
hatchway, too, is lifted up for his inspection, as well 
as that of the after-hold. He then takes a suiTey 
of the cable tiers, which are lighted up for the occa- 
sion ; as also different store-rooms of the boatswain, 
gunner, and carpenter; all of which ought to be 
objects of his particular care, for it is of great con- 
sequence that every article they contain should not 
only have an assigned and well-known place, but 
that it should actually be kept in that place. It is, 
indeed, quite wonderful how much may be done in 
the way of stowage by dint of good management. 
In a well-regulated ship, there is not a bolt or a bar. 
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nor any kind tif tocil belnn^ng to the «irpCMit*T, nor 
a nmgh rope great or isfnall ; canriui fine as dack, rr 
i^o^n^ AH No» 1, belonging to tlie bo^t*waJQ ; nor 
any description of warlike atoTc? in cbarpe of the 
giinnpr^ which CJinnot instantly be laid hM of, and 
4?onve¥od in baU'*a*niinule to anj pfttt of the ehipr 
alow or ^of^. 

At lenjrth, when every atitiare inch c>f tbe holdi, 
tidtB} SftiUrooma, and all the cabinn and bertbsbebjw^ 
have bt^en examined, the vj^iratirm prty Pi.^tTiru to 
the qnnrterHi*?ck, after a fiill IihII- hour's ramble. 
Ab the captain re-a«cendsi to the diilv'rent decks ia 
Bneci*ssion, the inen» who have never budjrod frera 
their di virion R^ again pluek off their hate, the inaran?fl 
car?7 arms the moment hi a head shows above t)ie 
roaming^, and all the ofBcem atop itiatantancoualy 
in the middle of their walk to aalute their eom- 
mander, aa he ence mora treada tbi> quftrter-deck. 

"And naw, sir/* anys the eaptaiu, tnming to 
the firitt lieutenant, *'ifyou plcsaao we will rig the 
(jbureb/* 





CHAPTER XI. 

THE SHIP CHUBCH. 

I carpenters and the watch on deck soon 
carry aft their benches and mess-stools ; 
but these not being sufficient to afford 
accommodation for all hands, as many 
capetan-bars as may be required are likewise brought • 
up and placed athwart the quarter-deck, with their 
ends resting on match-tubs and fire-buckets, or on 
the carronade-slides. These seats occupy the whole 
of the space from the break of the quarter-deck and 
the belaying bits round the mainmast, as far as the 
companion-hatchway. Chairs from the cabin and 
gun-room are also placed abaft all, for the captain 
and officers, and on the lee side for the warrant- 
officers and mids ; for it need scarcely be mentioned 
that due subordination is made to keep its place 
even in our church. 

The pulpit stands amidships, either on the after- 
gratings, or on the deck immediately before the 
hatchway. In some ships, this part of the nautical 
church establishment consists of a moveable reading- 
desk, made expressly for the occasion, but brought 
up from the carpenter's store-room only when 



158 nfOGIXG Tf/E CtJVRrl 

w&titod I tomotitiieH imo! ai ihv^ binuAde^ If \mf*A if 
tills porpoHe; &ndi I remetnljer m ship in whieli t| 
firayer-book wa» rt»^ilarly biid on a si^orri-nwk^ ( 
Ptnndj holdijipf SIX dosen naketl c^tJji^&Lifi. The i]«^ 
IS eovLTtnl over with a sijc^&l-iag, lU well as tl| 
hnaiMick. fur the; chaplain to taii?&l upon^ whii'h I 
ti4ttsUy « grape or caniirti'r f?hot-hoTt« aurmoujited \ 
ft chi?«(?e of great-^ii wadrf, t^ make it soft, 1 

All thia implies that the weiither te fitie, tlw aw^ 
inp wpro4icl averhead, and tht; eiirtaina strftched fo<< 
and aftj to keep out th^ ht>at Und ^i^tivre. In mil 
ar hkgtering urcftther the chnreb h rigged und 
thp hall-ci&ck, mMv\v in thc3 game way, except tli 
the pulpjt is placed lit t ween two of the gun^, at 
gX'ncmlly on the brboanl side, as nearly abreast i 
the quartt^r-deck ladder \\» may he. 

When all is ready, the htdl i« tolled by one of t' 
^mrter-maaters ; aiid the erew, cjnietly clustm 
aft, oceiipy tht* hnm^ is^tooU, pUnks und gun -slid 
pit" [in red fbr thi ir aeenmmodaHon- Tlie mari 
r.mgi:- tlT'Tii'^i'li.iT-^ ^m Uir tVdiit s.-rUTi ; wliile the offii 
tiike their pkces, of course not avowedly in the or 
of date in their commissions, but, more or less, t 
do fall into their respective stations accordin 
seniority. The chaplain is now informed that € 
one is assembled ; or, if there be no clergyma 
board, the report is made to the captain, who f 
rally officiates in that case. When the service b< 
if there be any other ship in company, a per 
such as men-of-war carry at their mast-he 
distinguish them from merchant-ships, is hoif 
the mizen peak, to show that the ship's compf 
at prayers. This signal, which is kept flying 
the performance of divine service, is respe< 
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every other ship, whether commanded by a superior 
officer or not. 

Besides the prayers, which, as I haye already 
iDoitioned, are ''according to the Liturgy of the 
Church of England, established by law,'' the chaplain 
gives a short discourse, not exceeding at most twenty 
or twenty-five minutes in length. Some captains 
are in the habit of reading a sermon; but more 
commonly, when there is no clergyman on boards 
the prayers are deemed sufficient. These points, as 
may be supposed, become frequent matters of dis- 
cussion in the fleet. I shall not enter into them 
further just now than by observing that the majority 
of right-thinking officers appear to agree, that, if the 
church service on board ship be not ''solemnly, 
orderly, and reverentiy performed,'' according to the 
terms and in the spirit of the first article of war, it 
is either useless or worse than useless. It ought 
therefore to take place as regularly and habitually 
as the nature of the ship's duties will allow of. In 
the next place, it seems clear, that if the service be 
rendered so long, or be otherwise so conducted, as 
not to arrest the attention of the crew, or not to 
maintain it alive when once fixed, it is too long. 

I will venture to say, there is rarely to be met 
with anywhere a more orderly or a more attentive 
congregation, in all respects, than on board a man- 
of-war. 

But, notwithstanding all Jack's decorum and his 
discipline, to say nothing of his natural inclination, 
when duly encouraged, to reflect seriously and pro- 
perly on any subject, as he is made of ordinary flesh 
and bones, his eyes will sometimes refuse to keep 
open under the infliction of a dull or ill-delivered 
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l^Cuufve ; so that if the potion who ofHeiatea bap 
pc?na not to ri?Jid very wdl, tils beat i-ihauc© for securing 
any uiteJuI attend an ttiaii\st» in tbe bredty of hh 
p^t4ection4^, If the qnalitv, mtbor than the quan- 
tity, of inBtructiad be bfa objettr be should be ex- 
CEHgdingly cajibl'ul not to f&tigiie liia liearera, Th< 
invert rub' of proportion obtaiita hem witb sud 
mortifying: regtiiarity, that the longer he makef) tin 
church Bc*nice beyond tiio mark of agrtH'able ant 
OH-^y attcndon, the more certaia will L^s be pf naiaalni 
his point. 

Tiie amdogy, not to apeak it profanely, betwwi 
overloading a gun and overloading' a diaeoursc; ^ppbe 
especiiUly to shrp-preaching. SaibrH are »nefi odt 
fellowa tlmt they are nowi^ moved by noi^e am 
smoke J hut they well know huw to vidue a go0« 
aim, and fiilwflys lore and honour a <>omnianding^ 
officer who truly respeeta their feelmp, nor by mean 
of long-winded and ill-timed discourses, or wba 
they jrn*verent1y eall psEdoi-singingf, interferea to 
much with their religious concerns. 

It would be easy, though perhaps rather invidious 
to point out in what other respects many officers an 
apt, besides the protracted length of the churcl 
service on Sunday, to err in excess in these matters 
I am very sorry to say it would be still easier t< 
show in what respects all of us err in defect, i 
should rejoice much more in being able to mak< 
officers who have not sufficiently reflected on thes( 
things, duly sensible that it is quite as much t4 
their immediate professional advantage that th* 
religious duties of their ship should form an essen 
tial part of the discipline of the crew, and he con 
sidered not less useful in a moral point of yiew 
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than rigging the masts properly is to the nautical 
department of their command. 

If, indeed, religion, when applied to the ordinarjr 
bosiness of life, should be found inconsistent with 
those moral obligations which are dictated to us by 
conacienoe ; or even were we to discover that the 
ablest^ mast yirtuous, and most successM person, 
amongst us were uniformly despisers of religion, then 
there would certainly be some explanation, not to 
say excuse, for young and inexperienced men yen- 
turing to dispute on such subjects, and claiming the 
bold privilege of absolutely independent thought and 
action. But surely there is neither excuse nor ex- 
planation, nor indeed any sound justification what- 
soever, fpr the presumption of those who, in the 
teeth of all experience and authority, not only trust 
themselves with the open expression of these cavils, 
but, having settled the whole question in their own 
way, take the hazardous line of recommending their 
daring examj^e to those around them. It is also 
material to recollect that there is not a single point 
of duty in the whole range of the naval profession, 
which, when well understood, may not be enforced 
with greater efficiency by a strict adherence to the 
sanctions of religion, than if it were attempted 
single-handed ; so that most of the objections which 
one hears made to the due performance of the 
church sen'ice on board ship, on the score of its 
interfering with the discipline, are quite absurd, 
and inapplicable to the circumstances of the case. 

The captain of a man-of-war, therefore, if his 
influence be as well-founded as it ought, may, in 
this most material of all respects, essentially supply 
the place of a parent to young persons, who must be 
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Mf v«7 iwniUy ■•£ ht bmed BBGiagb to bj 
mW yt iwge ailk J iaHv tibe litstdficd idil 
oiivr cstetnd enieaem of CkristiuxitT, ad4i P"^' 
iMpV auijp hftre it still lew in lua power Ui znibe 
twoi lyiy lamn of ihe jiMt fi>fce of hi i&teriMl 
rfytocoi; kit fce em adUbn bav^ uij dEooLt «i tt 
y^ do^ la llni caat more tlnaa 10 any other deprt^ 
»ent C^ tbe wf%litj obligAticMM iritii wkicb hi? k 
. ftegi^ ; aad if he csuuuit he/rc, as t^kewberer mAkc 
Ifeito bdi BKiJer hie care see clurliiR^y, in tbe ttum^ 
mh$>t eomse it be#t becumeB tJiem to IbUovr, Btf ii 
hftfdlj fiC for his stBtEOn. I 5isiJjr awn that it it &r 
hejofid hi« poip^ to msika than ptitsae t&at linfv i^ 
they ch o<M^ til be fjerrci^e ; bat lie will neglt^t in 
itnpOfbLtttr 1 migbt add, a ftacfed And ■tiolemii psrt ol 
hifl bttBiaeds* if he U-^siM their mindt more odnlt or 
tbo acofe of reli^ioD th&u he can poaaibly ht'lji. 
Their steejing in this tickliah tuTi^tion, it ia troe, 
tlipeads apjn their f>wn pnidence; but it iy bis 
^wufjden duty to provide them with hath a rucUt^j' 
and Jk compass^ and s!eo, as far aa he is ablep to m- 
Htrud: thf?mj like a good pihiit ii) the course the^ 
ought to 4ihAp<;. The eveiattinl nueceau of the gre&t 
vo^agi* of life tii« with themsdves ; the captain's 
dut^f a^ a moral commander-iik-chief, ifi doiv@ if he 
seta hift jmenUe squadron faiHj under wc%^h. It ia 
id vain to CDdc.>^aJ from ourst'lves, that, uidtsaa both 
olliceru and nii^n can bo ^mbcidied mojre or lesid ai a 
ptrmanent corps, eseiy aliip tlmt ia eomniiHsioned 
mi rely fnrnisbcj! a sort of fresh expi^rimont in naval 
fli-iciijline. The offictira are brought together without 
rmy preTiouH aequuintanco with one another; anil 
Umuy of til em, ftftf r a long r^^sideneii on ahorc, havi; 
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lost most of their naval habits. The sailors, being 
collected how and where we can get hold of them, 
are too frequently the ofF-scourings and scum of 
Bocietj. With such a heterogeneous crew, the first 
year is employed in teaching them habits of cleanli- 
ness and common decency; and it is only in the 
third year of their sernce that tlie ship becomes 
really eflicient. Just as that point has been reached, 
aU hands are turned off, to make room for another 
experiment. If a few actire men of the crew have 
become better sailors, they generally go into the 
merchant-service for higher wages; while the of- 
ficers are again laid on the shelf. Something has 
been done lately to retain the petty officers in the 
navy, but perhaps not enough It has been suggested 
that, instead of giving men pensions for long servi- 
tude, it might be more uscM to allow their wages 
to increase gradually year by year, at some small 
rate, and at the end of fourteen years give them half- 
pay of the rating to wlach they had reached, if they 
chose to retire.* 

In returning to the subject of the church, it must 
be remembered that the circumstances of wind and 
weather will often interfere with the regidarity of 
our Sunday service. In some parts of an Indian 
▼oyage, for instance, it may be safely calculated that 
no interruption will take place ; while there occur 
other stages of the passage when Divine service must 
of necessity be stopped, to shorten sail or trim the 
yanls. In peace-time, or in harbour, or in fine 

* It woald have gratified Captain Hall if he had lived to 
see that some of the changes for which hepleads so earnestly 
are bein^ adopted, aud that the best hands in the navy are 
now retained as continuoos service men. 
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weather at ^ea, no **och teasicg interlbrence ietikelf 
to artai^ ; bat in w&r, and on boarni b craising slii{% 
tbe pmlilid ef4^tvi(?c froquentlj calls a fibip^a oamp^f 
^ to eicfiatigfe their Bibles and Frajer-'b*>okB for the 
, ip>nj;QR ftnd milliners. The collect in which thef 
have petitioned to be defend^ from the fearorthar 
CTieniie^ and that their time might h& fiassed m r^ 
and quietnesB, m^v hardly have passed their lipOi 
before they ure i^erW and jo^^-fidJj scampering up 
the rigging' to eliake tho roefn out in clia^ of wn 
enemy, with wham, in the neit hour, th^?}* will per* 
iiape be C'ngag^ in hot fi£:ht 1 

I remember once ia a frigate* cruising tleep in th« 
Ba}r ofBiftcay, jmt a^ the c^iptain bad finished di« 
Litanjf and the purser^ who've ;z7t^te^t |i]ea«ure it 
wflfl to officiate' aa ck^rk, had said Amen, tbat the 
man at the main rojal-mjiet he^d ser^umed oul^— 
" A ^traitg!!^ Mail, Itroad oa the lee bow T' 
The liii}t eflfeet of thift announeeniont waa to make 
the commander turn round in>T:)]aotarily to the mftn 
at the wheel and excloim, '* Put the helm up V He 
thon eloscd the book, with a dcj^frcc? of energy of 
which he was made BOmewhat anbamed when the 
sound wa« eclioed bfick by that of the rapidly doaing 
vohimea all around him, 

**My lads," aajd he quickly, hut not witboiit 
B'ileraiiitj, " OUT duty to our King ifl our duty to 
God; and if, aa 1 hopf'j thin ^l turn out to be tbe 
phip wo have been so long looking after, you wiU not 
give a worae account of her to tbe country^ I 
am unre, for having apiJied in good earueiit for 
ar'^jfltAnc© from aloft." Af>er which, suddenly 
Gliaiiging hift t^on© and manner, he &ung out loudly 
anil clearly,^ 



INTEBBUPTED. 165 

" Hands, make sail ! Let go the bow-Ilnes \ 
Kound in the weather braces ! Mast-head, there ! 
let me know when the strange sail is right 
a-headl" 

Then leaping on the hammocks, and resting his 
glass against the after-swifter of the main-rigging, 
he swept the horizon impatiently for the stranger. 
Meanwhile, the rattling of the chairs, capstanbars, 
match-tubs, and shot-boxes, gave token of the rapid 
demolition of our nautical church. The studding- 
sail booms shot out like spears from the yard-arms, 
and the sails which these spars were to expand hung 
dangling and flapping in the air, as if the canvas had 
been alive, and joined in the eagerness of the chase ; 
while the ship herself, trembling fore and aft under 
these fresh and spirit-stirring impulses, dashed away 
at the rate of ten and a-half knots. 

Such are the incidents which happen on board 
single frigates; those rattling, joyous, fly-along, 
Salee-rover sort of cruisers, which range at large 
over the wide ocean, scour every coast, and keep the 
war famously alive. A much more stately cere- 
monial is observed on board fleets, whether at sea, 
blockading a port, or lying in harbour. The ships 
of the difierent divisions, or squadrons, wait till the 
admiral hoists at his mizen-peak the signal indica- 
ting that Divine service has commenced, the bell is 
then tolled in each of the other ships, the usual pen- 
dant is displayed, and the first article of war is com- 
plied with, not only to the letter, but often, we may 
hope and trust, fully up to the spirit. I have heard 
many clergymen declare that they never beheld any 
congregation in which more attention and decorum 
prevailed than in our ship churches. 



1 66 THE DAY OF EEST, 

At sofli} \mt\i in H^-^l^b utid on bfianl jfingle ^Kipi^ 
tlie aflemocin of Sunday ifl gt^tjcTaUy a Buason of rp»t 
utid quicttic«aa ^ but in KArhmtf it m frequent] j the 
ttiost unnovjng ptTi<Ml of tbo whole week. There B 
notlitng ibr tlje men to do, and the time !iang»< 
terriblj hpnvy on their liafuffl ; la if bich it mn^^t be 
added, that our ships are too of1:en inffstod by stmtt 
of the vIleBt contaminations of the ^hore. Bjid as 
these inj^nen-pes are^ at any time or pla;ev, 1 belierfl 
thi'j may be consiflereil at their womt when tliey 
come a6ont ; £m that whenever it cmti poeiiiTdy be A.0m 
withont injury to the senJce, [wrtion* cjf tbe ship's 
conipftnj should be allowed to go on ahorc? in turr, 
ftlbcjt their proceed ings wben "on Hltertv," as ihay 
eall It^ ai-e none of the tnmt cammendMe* Bitt W€ 
must let that pa^a. In foreign ports, however, thh 
indulgc'ace is frequentlj impoesibJe; And in cas"'^ 
whtm ihiQ people cannot be permitted to hind, t}ie 
different men-of-w r iti eompny sjv. rufc to send 
boat-hjada of riaitons, f?r what are called **lihtriy 
men," on hf«ird ono an other *b abipB, to paas the 
afternoon of Sunday. This pnujtice h the very bane 
of gootl diflt'iplitje, and ought at all times to b^ dis- 
conraged in every way; for it almost inevitably 
loath to d run keenness, rioting^, ami bitter beart- 
biTrnings. It Ims, moreovt-r, the effet-t of makiag 
tlie men discontented with their own ship and their 
own officers. The fwiibrs are enfficiently abarp 
criticise riS of the conduct of their anpurioraij erea 
when they have all the fat'ts before tbem^ and thfl 
power of observing do^ely, and from ^y to day. 
But when they pijsa on hosird other veaeda, and in- 
tereliange esaggeratioQS over an estra pot of grog, 
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nischievous consequence is certain ; for each of 
parties is likely enough to break up the visit 
rably discontented, and to return under a 
►ugh conviction that, while everything done in 
own ship is wrong, all the officers are either 
ih or tyrannical, or both. If there must be 
visiting, let it be on week days, and in the 
ting; but, clearly, the less the bettor ; and most 
edly it ought never to be allowed on Sunday 




CHAPTEE XI L 

NATAL BATtNOS AJTO BRA I'AV. 




HE <ijimer-h<mr on Siiii<3Ay h nma^ tiic 
same m on other dtLyn ; but tliere h this 
dliidjictioii, which DGglit to mark tl>e 
ftfteniooii in every well-regulated »hip, 
the people nrt? ncvor di^tiirhtHJ betwe^-n tweh* 
0*cIcH:k mid fbqr, oulesa aome particukr service 
occyra which cannot wJtliout impropriety be dt*fem'«?t 
It b truHtomarj" during the rest of the week to turn 
the WAtuh up at otK> a'dock, but on Sunday, if 
{>0R9ible, the people ahould be left alone ; to be kllc 
if tbey choo»o it, or to rend, or othenrie© to empkij 
tbemselir<is according to their own fiinty, TbU* 
afti^r alt, ia but a trifling indulgence, wbioh hinlly 
ever put« the captAiii or officers to any inconvenience. 
Even if it did, what would it matter? The interests 
of the country will not be worse attended to in the 
long-run for an occasional relaxation of strict eti- 
quettes and formal observances. Even if the ship 
be making a passage, and that, in strictness, all sail 
ought to be carried, no eventual loss will ever attend 
such very trivial abatement of speed ; for the men 
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will probably be fer more active in making and 
shortening sail at other times, when their minor 
comforts are thus regarded, than when treated as if 
they had no feelings to he considered. 

The circumstance which most distinctly marks 
the afternoon of Sunday on board a man-of-war, 
even more than on land, is the absence of all the 
usual stir caused by the multifarious occupations of 
the artificers and crew. Indeed, the lower deck of 
a man-of-war on Sunday afternoon, between dinner 
time and the hour of tea, or evening grog, a cast of 
idleness is the most characteristic feature. Groups 
of men may be seen sitting on the deck chatting 
over very old stories, a few are reading, and many 
are stretched out flat on their backs £u3t asleep, or 
dosing with their heads laid on their arms on the 
mess-table. But the habit of locomotion amongst 
sailors is so strong, that there are always numerous 
parties walking on the main deck in pairs, or in 
threes and fours, along a short space, backwards and 
forwards, although there seems no reason why their 
walk should not be twice or thrice as long. Both 
sides of the forecastle, too, and the lee-gangway, 
are generally filled with these walking philosophers, 
as they may in truth be called ; for they enjoy the 
hour that passes, and are ready to take whatever 
comes in good part. The weather-gangway is 
usually left for the occasional transits of that most 
restless of mortals, the officer of the watch, who, as 
in duty bound, is eternally fidgeting about the trim 
of the sails, and must often step forward to the 
ehestree, from whence, while resting his foot on the 
tack-block of the mainsail, he may cast his eye 
aloft to detect something to alter in the position of 
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the bead-yafdjA. Or if he hears any noise in Uie 
galleyror even on tlie low&r cteekjlie can walk lur- 
w&rd till he is «bb to peer Uown the i'cire*}iatahw;!y, 
by stooping undpf the bows of the boat on the booms^ 
Atuiit of thiA fiilgt't proliably arises, not so mticli 
Irom &ny vish t^ 6nd tknlt with wb&t [» wrong* m 
to mftintmn wlmt is right. The true preventive 
aerrice of an oHicer U to interpoi'c hi« sttperinteui- 
ing vigilaoce betwt'cii the ttonptfttiojij on the part of 
the men, to err, and their Hrst motion towardi 
ofFcnee, Were thiR prineiple fnllv acted up to lq 
all shipgj bow f«pi*lly might not our pwniRhtneBto 
subside I 

At fonr, or balf-pwrt four in the aftemoon, the 
moTTj pipe to «ttpp«?f awak^ tlie alcsejiersp Aireatft 
the peripaleticsp and unce nior^ duqLera young and 
0^ round the mesa- tab le. At flun§c4 the dnini hoaM 
to quartera, wben the men's names are carefulij 
failed over, and tli€ sobriety of earb ascertained. 
Other duties mav hc^ intermitted on the day of rest, 
but not that of the guns, which are Diinutely ex- 
amined, and all their appendages got ready every 
evening with as much earnest care as if lie ship 
were that instant sailing into action. A moment's 
reflection, indeed, will show that there can, of course, 
bo no difference in this respect between Sunday and 
any other evening. Then come in suoceesion the 
following routine orders, and their correspondent 
evolutions : — ** Reef topsails !" " Stand by the ham- 
mocks!" "Pipe down!" **Roll up the cloths!" 
" Call the watch !" " Pipe the sweepers V And 
thus, at last, the Hrst day of the week at sea, in a 
man-of-war, is at an end. 

In old times, I recollect, the fashion was for the 
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men to press aft in a disorganised crowd; but of late 
years the following more appropriate and orderly 
arrangement has been universidly adopted. The 
men are distributed in a dose double row round the 
quarter-deck gangways and forecastle, each standing 
in his place according to the order of his name on 
the Open List. A small table is then brought up, 
on which are spread the muster-books; and the 
captain's deik, who is the only person seated, begins 
calling over the names. Each man, as his turn 
comes, pulls off his hat, smooths down his hair, and 
passes oyer from the lee side of the deck to the 
weather side, stepping across the gratings just before 
the binnacle. The captain stands to windward, so 
that the men adyance directly up towards him, and 
then pass forward in reyiew. By this means, not 
only the captain, but the officers, who, of course, 
are all present, become better acquainted with the 
men, learn their names, and ascertain their respec- 
tiye ratings and merits. The first lieutenant plants 
himself at the captain's elbow to Ornish such general 
information as may be required, or to appeal for 
more minute details to the other lieutenants, war- 
rant-officers, mates, or midshipmen, as the case 
may be. 

The captain ayails himself of this public oppor- 
tunity of telling any of the men that they have been 
advanced a step on the books since the last muster ; 
and if these intimations be given without parade, 
and in good taste, they afford great satisfaction to 
the people, though it may often happen that the 
changes of rating are almost nominal. It is a groat 
point gained in all discipline, if the persons we wish 
to influence can be made duly sensible that their 
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merita aiul exerticinn are nor nefrledcd. It li 
obfiona, too, th*t ifgiviisg a man a hi|fl>er rating ho 

T^m^j be^ nM^tl as a meaiis of pimiiiliineDt. I r^- 
m^nber, ia tli« Lri^ gq ttij wftj liomc from Cliitin, 
in I8l7t thAt the cnptAiii of the forptop, a Bnesotrre 
lad from KortU Shit'ltJji^^ got iato eonie scrape, not 
quite bad enoagrh to hnng liim t^ithin the rench @f 
the tenible g;aoirway, but cloiw* to it, und 1 wae 
rather perplpitod hon to chastisotbe offender- The 
firet Sunday in the month ^aa close at hanrl^ so I 
waited till this rnsin'p riame waa csilled, and then, 
after a eui table loct^ii^, desired th© derfc, in the 
hearing of the whole Bhip*E! company, to change Ilia 
rating to tliat oFaWo seaman from captain of the top. 
The jioor ft>How looked h^wihlered^ and, inst<?ad of 
pairing on when uinvther name was called, stood 
fitock-atill hftJf-way acroaa the det'k. 

"Don't you hear?** 1 aaJd; **you are no longer 
I'optaln of the foretop, you are tlisraled on the J«hip'a 
books." 

I then turned to the clerk to see the entry 
properly made ; but on looking again at the disrated 
seaman, I observed, to my astonishment, that he 
was in tears ! 

I certainly had not reckoned upon such a scene ; 
but it at once flashed upon me that here was an 
opportunity of gaining two important points. The 
first and moat obvious of which was to secure this 
particular man's future good services by enlisting all 
that was hearty in his nature at the instant of its 
strongest expression ; and the next, to avail myself 
of the circumstance to stamp a still higher degree 
of importance in the eyes of the men than before 
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upon the value of* these ratings. I therefore instantly 
called out to the clerk to stop his pen ; and then ad- 
dressing the man, in a Toice loud enough to he 
heard hy aU the crew, said, I was quite sure anyone 
who felt so sensibly the degradation implied in the 
loss of rank which he had just incurred was never 
likely to expose himself again to such a risk. I 
should therefore not only give him back his former 
rating, and replace him in his station as captain of 
the top, but assure him that all trace both of his 
offence and its punishment should from that moment 
be entirely foigotten. 

It is hardly within the range of popular explana- 
tion to show in what particulars the different shades 
of technical merit consist^ by which many of these 
ratings are awarded. The letters A. B., which 
mean Able Seaman, are placed against the names of 
those only who are thorough-bred sailors, or who, in 
sea phrase, can not only '* hand, reef, and steer," 
but are likewise capable of heaving the lead in the 
darkest night, as well as in the day-time ; who can 
use the palm and needle of a sail-maker ; and who 
are versed in every part of a ship's rigging, in the 
stowage of the hold, and in the exercise of the great 
guns. Of course, an A. B. must be able to pull an 
oar, as well as use it in sculling, understand the 
management of a boat under sail, and know how to 
cross a surf. He must also learn the art of placing 
an anchor in a boat, in order to its being laid out ; 
and how to get it in again when weighed. In these, 
and twenty other things which might be pointed out, 
he ought to be examined by the boatswain and other 
officers before his rating of A. B. is fully established 
on the books. 



Tha hi^hor radnf^ of quiirttir-timviter, gunniT's 
mAte, captain af t1j« forem-^tk- and of the tope, and 
ao mij itro given cliit^Jly Ut tnen wlio tna^r not, inliH^t, 
kntiw inort) thfui every Abti^ Seanian is suppofiott ia 
W acfiimiated witlj, but who huve reeojiimt tiil«d 
theiiiFielve) by their superior fictivitj^ ntiJ vLgiUnee, 
and bavf^ i)ot uiilly shown themiiielfas (it tn eommfiinij 
(I them by thdr deviaion of cb&iwfter, but CTince^i i 
Btncere anxiit'ty to sec the work of their depaiJtmtrat 
wtdl perfunnedi It is orgFi?at eonaequence to Bsmt 
in Biery ^ay the authority of tL<^u leading h&nda 
over Ibcr otlier men statjont^d in the same pari of tlws 
ship; and judidoua officor^ will gc^nendlj be &lile to 
avnd themselves to great purpose^, in momenta of 
trialp uf tbe enerjTeiic co-oper&tjon of these pei-siorw. 
ilueh of th^ intemat, or vjiat may be railHed domes- 
tic, dis^iptinj^ of tlie civw, depends upn the conduct 
of theso men \ tor eaeb meas has one of them at its 
bemlp wbo is Jield more or lesw n^poimhh for the 
h<himonrof the people in that ktiot or party- I have, 
however, known H^.^me offitit^ra t^xact a great deal too 
Tumrb from theae captains of the meaae^p and expect 
them to become spies and informera a^itist their 
eompe^nions; or, wbieb is just aa unreasooabH bold 
Ihem Rdly ai^aweri^hlu for idl ddinquenciea txmh- 
mittod in their piirt of the ^hip. This is oruel; be- 
cnujitip althou*rh they nndouhtedly may coatribatu 
msiteriallj towards the maintenance of good onder^ 
tliey caimot^ by pu^lbillty, do more than act aa 
a-Hi^iEitanta to the lir^t lieutenant, nod chJeAy by c^x^ 
plaining to the rest of the people Tvhat is required of 
them. Most men in the long-run, aud perhapa m 
all niflka of Bocietj-, but certainly on hoard a man- 
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of-war, find it so much more agreeable in every 
respect to do what is right than what is wrong, that 
when they come distinctly to know what is wanted, 
tiiey almost invariably set about executing it cheer- 
fully. The first grand point, therefore, in the ship^s 
discipline, after a system has been adopted which 
shall be consistent in all its parts, is, to let the details 
of this system be thoroughly understood by every 
one on board. When a good plan has been once 
fixed upon, and the officers are vigilant, patient, and 
exact in their own personal conduct, and the leading 
mssn. have been made fiilly acquainted with what 
is required, the rest of the crew will be but too 
happy to do their duty manfiilly and well, without 
the instrumentality of the lash, except in extreme 
cases. 

In former times, the distinctions amongst ratings 
of the seamen on the ship's books were so few that 
it was impossible to discriminate correctly, or to 
assign to each man, with any justice, the exact 
rating which his knowledge of seamanship, his 
experience in the exercise of that knowledge, his 
general good conduct, and his abilities, might entitle 
him to. An Order in Council, dated November, 
1816, established a new system of Ratings ; and by 
another Order, dated the 23rd of June, 1824, " the 
net sea pay of the flag-officers of His Majesty's fleet" 
was established, *' together with the net sea pay and 
number of their retinue; the number of commis- 
sioned, warranty petty, and non-commissioned of- 
ficers, and the ratings of every description both of 
seamen and marines, allowed to each class of His 
Majesty's ships, with their rates of net sea pay re- 



176 EXAMINIXG li TORES. 

ftpef'titelj; and ^JUtiogiiiishing tlm rn Trril rlaifro fnr 
»haf4iigtlie produre of eeisuivfl/** 

A« eoon aa the lU pV ccita|]An j bate been nauslaerei]* 
the C3ipttiiii takc« aff bis bat and rmds the ArtteUe 
Cff VYiLT, 1o vkich, out of reepoct to thifi import&ni 
act (tf pariLiLtiientt the people? listen in like mimaer 
itncmered, Bt'twccti brt-akfaat tLud difisions, some 
raptiiinui ocinipjr themaeli^^ id exuniiiuag tluc «@t^j 
ri-iMjrte af tbe earpefnditiire of boatswain's, gtimi*^'*, 
and c^rpenlerft ntorm ; and ia going m'er witb tlw 
fiur§*-f the MC^ount of t!w n?iii*iii« of prt^iisioiie, fbd, 
and uJcjp-clotbijig oa board. AiWr whith l*e tuny 
overbaul tike niiiiabipmon*!! log-liooks, WAich, Ktatioat 
and quarter bill% or take a look at their scbool-btioksi, 
If tbi? i*bip be in harbour, hv also glitJie^-^ bw eye *t 
their aircounta ; aa^I be gf^nprally take^ m^oLsion tfl 
indulge b a Uttlci kindly gos-ap about thtir meo, 

1. Rated Bhtpi, %i«. :— 

/•Vrst A/zfc— All Three-decked Ships. 

Second Rate.— One of Her Majesty's Yachts, and 

all Two-decked Ships whose war complements 

consist of 700 men and npwards. 
Third Bnte.—UttT Majesty's other Yachts, and all 

such Yachts as may bear the Flag or Pendant oi 

an Admiral or Captain Saperintending one of 

Her Majesty's Dock-yards ; and all Ships whose 

complements are ander 700 and not less uian 600. 
Fourth Rate. — Ships whose complements are under 

600 and not less than 400. 
Fifth Rate. — Ships whose complements are under 

400 and not less than 250. 
Sixth Rate.— Ships under 260. 
\ 2. Sloops and Bomb-Vessels ; all such as are commanded 

by Commanders. 
3. All other smaller Vessels ; snch as are commanded by 

Lientenants or inferior officers. 
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their love of the sea, and the last letters they 
reoeiyed from home. 

Thus the gallant skii^r, as well as his gaUant 
erew, has seldom much spare time on his hands 
dnring the forenoon of Sunday. I should he right 
g^ady indeed, to he informed what day, or hour, or 
even what hfdf-hour, in the whole week, from end 
to end, the captain can foiiiy call his own. Not 
one ! Eyery otiier person on board has his hour, 
or his four hours, or his eight hours of rest, and of 
rriief from all anxiety ; but the poor captain has not 
a minute. He is the chief over all, it is true; but 
he pays dearly and deeply for this distinction in the 
Bbxpe of heavy responsibilities, and perpetual trials 
of yarious kinds. Our poet says, << uneasy lies the 
head that wears a crown" — ^I am quite sure that 
unburdened neyer lie the shoulders that wear two 
epaulettes. The captain is at all calls, and must be 
ready at aU seasons with resources, good or bad, to 
supply the failures or indolence of others; while his 
own fate, fortunes, and character, as well as the 
credit of the sendee, and sometimes that of the 
country, are made to hang upon the instantaneous 
nature of his decisions, and upon the vigour and 
efficiency of his exertions, at moments perhaps when 
his powers are nearly exhausted, and his spirit all 
but crushed by sheer fatigue. The simple enume- 
ration of a captain of a man-of-war's ordinary re- 
sponsibilities, I have often thought, would win for 
his class a degree of considerate forbearance, and 
candid allowance for his difficulties, which, perhaps, 
it has never yet feirly received from the public. 
If, to such enumeration, a notice respecting the 
duties of each were appended, an interesting peep 



might lip niForded to the eurieiiF of the interafll 
l*m'(?rnnipnt of our ampuUr eomitsiinitv, mid mfor- 
mntiOD supplied ot) not a few pc^in^ resp^ctiBg 
which mont peojjlo arf* entirply ignnmnt:. 

It in fTe<|ut"Htly th*> j>ractie<? in tlie navj on Stir- 
dftys to mitflter dothp5 at iltTisicra», nval to t^ke a list 
of whfit »i|opfl lire required hy th^ men to coropli'fe 
their kit, ^r .*tock rif worktly ^wA». TJiia overtiaiil 
<»r inspertjon hapii^iia onc^ a nionth i HV\A whprt siifh 
ia the intentioo, tho worrl is pas.»if] -dong thi* l^iwer 
de^'k at htieak fast- 1 imp, thnt the *hip*B compAnv off 
to " muHti^r clothes st dtvisiooF*/' When the diTiRi 
heats, eac^h man hrinijs his h»|T to the |*lace wfiei* 
ht' BtAodi in hi« division, iind |>roc<-edji to arntoge 
his thitigs in order otj the- dock hefore liim, each 
jirticte heing pLiced 8ef>aniitc4v, that the oflicer may 
count, and, if hp plia^es, ex Amino thom^ after tlse 
TTiatea nod mids Imre first ndled over tht' name*! to 
Msrertairi that evenr man haj^ the proper eomplemeot 
of Jirtidei^, in cf<if^d or»h r, and ivdl vrashed. A uorp 
Ih tijeu tal^en of whRt tbinpfs are wno^ d, in the wav 
of wlops, to BupiJy T^orii-out and coodemned elothes. 
** Sktpa^* is the feclmical imnie for jacket^^^ frouser^^ 
shirtfl, ond other artifles of a sailor'j! wnrdrobe, before 
they have heen ua€Hl. They are acnt on board in 
btdes ami host s by governmentj and placed in cbai^ 
t>\' the purser^ 

All thiH is reportjeil in detnll to the lieutenant of 
the diviFiorjj who eootinues walking brick w?irda and 
forwards while the inspection is going on, ready to 
anawer appeal p in the evt^nt of any ilifliuultics or 
dotibta arising. He carries in hfa iisod a complete 
list of hie divisirtn, and of en eh man a clothes ; and 
when tbe young- gentlemen under hie orders bare 
/juij^befl their VforU, ft.T\d taken down what is warit^nl, 
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the lieutenant goes along the line to investigate tl.e 
whole anew. He then collects the difTerent memo- 
randums of slops wanted, and proceeds to make his 
report to the captain, who either sanctions or dis- 
approves of the decision of the officer, as he pleases. 
Frequently the captain himself goes along the divi- 
sions, to look at the men*s clothing; but the glance 
which he takes is necessarily of a more cursory 
nature; his object is, to let the men feel that he 
is ready to interfere, if need be, but also to show, 
that, unless there is any special call for the interpo- 
sition of liis authority, he confides in those under 
him. 

A commander should recollect, that, whether it be 
he himself, or chiefly his officers and crew, who per- 
form any useful public service, he invariably reaps 
at least his ftill share of the credit. His real interest, 
therefore, must always be, not merely to draw about 
him the ablest men he can induce to follow him, but 
to allow them the utmost latitude of independent 
action and responsibility, and as much of the merit 
of success as possible. If he persevere sincerely in 
this course, he will soon discover that the more he 
endeavours to remove the credit from himself, or, 
rather, to divide it handsomely with those who arc 
acting with him, the more will he generally find the 
merit given back to himself. 

I suspect few people have the smallest notion of 
wl.at a sailor's wardrobe consists. Every one has, 
indee:!, a vague idea that he must have a bluejacket 
and trousers, and a low, canvas, shining sort of affair, 
stuck on one side of his head, and called by him a 
hat. But of any further particulars, the shore-going 
world really knows about as little as they do respect- 
ing the dresses of the Emperor of China, Honest 
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Jack, it ti TCfj true, h not mtich enctimliefo^I whh 
dodi^ ; and too often lib wardrobe ia<lly re^emWfi 
thit of the Honouralile Mr, Dowlas, whicli irrtui eo 
enflil J triui«{>OTtable in tb« Honourable Mr, DovWs 
pocket- b amik orchief* Tet if h e b ai e tbe opportonttYi 
poorfc'lbiw, and l>e dul}^ onmiimge<lj lie i^ not o littlo 
of a ilaodv in bis waj. 

In a well-regtibitcil »bjp, a satlorV kit confftste 
genemlly of at leant two blup jackets, ar)<l one pcdi 
junket, wliicb i« a sort of lutiiWring sbag^gy Burtoul, 
or curtail Qtl grent-coat, cnpable of betng' wrapped 
round tbo body J «o as to cover the tbip:l*a. Why it 
m called a [K^a jacket I should be ghd to 1>e informed 
by any knowvn|f |>c*rBon ; and 1 In'g leave accordingly 
to refer the question tf> that eomer of the United 
B^TVJC© Journal reaerved for tet'bnifal qneries, K 
valuable niclio in that ably conducted periodical. A 
seaman must also have two pEurs of blue trousers, tw<i 
paira of Hboe^, Bix shirts, four pairs of stocking^, two 
(rttornsev frocks, made of a sort of wottited gtcx-kiniT- 
tvork, without any ojiening in fri>nt; two hate, two 
black handkerchiefs, and a comforter t<» wrap round 
the throat J to^rether with Beveral jiaira of Rannrl 
drawers and wni^itcoatJ? ; for in bot, m well aa lo cold 
climateft, anil at all times of tb© year, tbe men Jure 
now Dncotiragt'd, aa much as possible^ to wear flannel 
next the skin* 

The above forms tbe Icit of a sailor in a ship 
stationed in high latitudes. On the Mediterranean 
station J or on that of North Americaj there is such 
a mixt^jre of severe and mild weotber, tliat a larger 
stock 18 necesaarv tlian when the ship !a emplojed 
escliislvely in a cobl, or in a hot climate. On the 
Indian, ^ntb Aroencanj and West Indian atattons, 
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ivhich lie almost entirely between the tropics, wool- 
len clothing gradually disappears, and the men are 
apt to suffsr a good deal on returning to colder 
regions; it being hardly to be expected that folks 
of such improvident habits as sailors will be able 
to take care of articles of dress, for several years 
together, for which they have no immediate use. 

I remember a captain, whose ship had been often 
exposed to these alternations, amusing his people 
very much on entering the tropics, by directing them 
to roll up aU their blue clothes, worsted stockings, 
and 80 on, in neat bundles, each having the name 
and number of the person it belonged to written on 
a wooden tally, and fastened to it. These being all 
collected, and packed carefully in well-dried, water- 
tight casks, were stowed away in the hold, and for- 
gotten, till the pinching blasts off Cape Qom made 
the unpacking of the casks a scene of as great joy 
as ever attended the opening of a box of finery at a 
boarding-school gala. 

In warm climates, the stock of a man-of-war 
sailor consists of four duck frocks, which are more 
like shirts than anything else, with sundry strings, 
and touches of blue binding about the breast and 
collar, which is generally lined with blue, and allowed 
to fiill over the shoulders. It is totally contrary to 
Jack's habits to have an}i;hing tight about his throat; 
and one of the chief causes of his invincible estrange- 
ment from the royal marine corps is their stiff-necked 
custom of wearing polished leather stocks. I hardly 
suppose there could be found any motive strong 
enough to induce a genuine sailor to buckle a per- 
manent collar round his neck with any tolerable 
grace ; the alternative of the yard-arm would almost 
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be preferable! Hia (klight i» to place i 
eoloy^Ml Hilk li^dkercKief liglitly over hii 
t<j cos line it« e^wiU at-roet* \m bri*!i«l by rm 
of the smalt bon^ or vertebne of a shu 
forms a neat, wUiS^r p^rtbmte^l p vKnrler, 
firimi^ (ktid]4?« of chc> ]ni:B4t*ii-top faltl a p 
kAiidtttjruhief tiver flic HboitiilL^ra oni] bt 
TT?(]ijirea the ftid id b hajulsome ptirwan, I 
deul of m£Hlcitt osBumncc, to nmke tlii^ td 

They muet ak« proviso tliemsclves iriti 
of duck trODiierA, a fitraw liat for Uno wi^ 
cau^'aa or bcave? one for aquaJb^ tlioug^fe 
not bo insieti-d on. Bbo^^ arc not tiiucb ia 
bj tfiQ^Be who^ wt»rk lii."^ aloft ; and prql 
gienemllv kcf^p a bine jaiket bv tlicm* m < 
or tiigbt*wQrk. It is* not A bud riik- to \ 
crew occasionally wSth blue jiifket!", e| 
weatber, to aee tbat sucb things are r€i( 
istence. Hlfttih ma^ti has, of CQUii§e, a bd 
iind tiro blanket?- flb»^'eta are ncvtr boar 
\mn also two liamn Kicks, ene of wbicb is 
ill iii*e, tlK' otber srrubbeilj dry, and site 
TL'H-idy to be extlianf^i-d for the dirty one. 
niockfl, at the time I first went to sea (1 
niftilc of a coarae brown stuff, wbieb it Wi 
it' not impossible, to make white by uny 
Hcrubbing^ and, what was wnmo* so tbi 
waa by no mcan;^ tv'U'iily dne<l. Now-a« 
nrc ^enemlly mmlo either of caii\':a£), or o 
flaeking, and, when spread out, meABtine 
a I ; but when In^bed up, ami ready for etc 
in the netting, tbey lurm lonj? saeka, ftb< 
m a maa*3 body, but not tapering to tbe \ 

la abipi wbure much paiuj h tJikea tf 
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hammocks stowed properly, they are lashed up, so 
as to preserve the same width all along, and with 
neither more nor fewer than seven turns with a 
well-blacked small lashing, carefully passed roimd at 
equal intervals. When the hammocks are prepared 
in this way, and all made of the same size, (which 
condition may be secured by putting them through 
a ring of given dimensions,) they are laid in sym- 
metrical order all round the ship, above the bulwark, 
on the quarter-deck and forecastle, and in the waist 
nettings along the gangways. Each hammock, it 
may be mentioned, has a separate number painted 
neady upon it on a small, white, oval patch, near 
one of the corners ; so that, when they are all stowed 
in the nettings, a uniform line of numbers extends 
round the ship, and the hammock of any man who 
may be taken ill can be found by his messmates in 
a moment. The bags, in like manner, of which each 
person has two, are numbered separately. In rainy 
weather the hammocks are securely covered by 
painted cloths. 

As a seaman's kit generally forms his whole pro- 
perty, it ought to be carefully preserved, and every 
possible facility given that the service will allow of 
for his keeping it in good order. A captain of any 
consideration will naturally bear in mind, that, as 
the comfort and health of the men under his com- 
mand depend most materially upon the manner in 
which they are clad, and especially upon the damp 
or dry state of their dress, it becomes an important 
branch of his duty to see that their things are taken 
care of with as much exactness as the spare sails, 
cordage, or provisions. It much too frequently hap- 
T>eas, however, that the unfortunate sailors' clothes 
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vni ta&re toTm^nt to tbeni thatt adraQtagii?, ai»l tbej 
Kmy think th^m^lte» lucky if tbey can catch hold 
of & jsoket or troti»era to «htft withalt s^ et«n)illj 
are they inteffei^ with by Ksme in™inidM»l» 
Qmc&n. "Pip© ^te bAgn ttp!" "Ftp& the bap 
downP ^Stow thelngvftlhBHI" -* Pipe to scrub 
the ba^ I ^* and tfren^ mch ord&n are girta in a 
dAj in Mine »bip«^ to tlli? endto&s miaefy of tbe 
pefijplei^ It i/t, no dotsbt, neaef^aaiy that the bagi 
«lKm|jd be scmbbt^'d and n towed properly, nmd be 
piped up and ilown iit tjte prnper timefi and se-^om, 
Eqt there are two waVB of doing theee things : onu, 
which ^v^ the men no mni^ tronble than ia nkmn* 
httxAy naAvoidnUe ; the other, whkh haraagea and 
ju»dy provokes them. It is Jiot i^ongh to say tliat 
they muBt »«ubmit, whether they like it or not. 
They will Fubnut, it (a true ; hut in what tcmperi 
and how will thcs<? n>en work when called upon to 
e%ett tbetnselTc>^ li' they are liabituaUy trusted with 
dinrfj'wpectrand esposotl to needlefl&^and eTeti imper- 
TjiH.'tit u'orry? J liavc f vr n Jiffinl M' ^crne cnick 
«hip8, as they are termed, where the poor devils 
are obliged to pipe-clay their hags, to make them 
look white, forsooth ! Why, the very idea of pipe* 
clay is gall and wormwood to the taste of the 
.lohnnies. Of late years I understand there have 
l)een introduced black painted water-proof bags, 
wliich are a great comfort to the men. Besides 
k(?eping out wet, they require no trouble to scrub 
nnd dry, and, after all, are fully as clean, and &r 
more useful in every respect. 

To show the various sorts of outfit which the men 
composing a man-of-war's crew may be furnished 
with on first coming on board, I shall describe % 
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scene which took place on the Leander's quarter- 
ieck, off the Port of New York, in 1804. We were 
rather abort-handed in those days; and being in the 
presoQce of a blockaded enemy, and liable, at half- 
an-hour's warning, to be in action, we could not 
afford to be very scrupalous as to the ways and means 
by which our numbers were completed, so that able- 
bodied men were secured to handle the gun-tackle 
fidls. It chanced one day that we fell in with a ship 
filled with emigrants; a description of vessel called, 
in the classical dictionary of the cockpit, an '* Irish 
guinea man." Out of her we pressed twenty Irish- 
men, besides two stripping fdlows firiHn Yorkshire, 
and one canny Scot. 

Each of this score of Pats was rigged merely in a 
great ooat» and a pair of something which might be 
called an i^ogy for inexpressibles ; while the rest 
Oi their united wardrobe could have been stowed 
away in the crown of any one of their hats. Their 
motives for emigrating to a country where mere 
health and strength of body are sure to gain an 
independent provision were obvious enough; and I 
must say, that to this hour I have not been able to 
forget the melancholy cry or howl with which the 
separation of these hardy settlers from their fiimilies 
was effected by the strong arm of power. It was a case 
of necessity, it is true ; but still it was a cruel case, 
and one for the exercise of which the officer who put 
it in force deserves almost as much pity as the poor 
wretches whose feelings and interests it became his 
bounden duty to disregard. 

In most admired contrast to this bewildered drove 
of half-starved Paddies stood the two immense, 
broad-shouldered, high-fed Yorkshiremen, dressed 
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topfied boots^ each iMX'OHipaiik'^i by a clif^t of dotiho 
iH)t mucli lesw than a piHnotbrte, and a huge pik 04 
Hpft(ie.% pit^kHtxe^p and ott^ier tiiiplcmente of bii^' 
LartiLry. Ttiej poaaess^ money dso^ nnd iDtt^r? o 
credit;, aad <leBcr£bet] tbemM^l^e^ as Wltig perac^ne P 
ftOini3 flid)i^tari(^6 »t borne. Why tliej emiirnUjed tlw; 
would not tieH ; but sULcb were tbeir pro9pe£.t% tlii 
it wua diffitult to my wbetber tbey or the wil 
Iriabtim were tlio mOf*t to be com miaet^ t4.il tor > 
untoward an interruptJtiu, Be thi« as it way, i 
eoat tbe elf rk LuLlf-aii-buur to vrrlte do*rn a liat o 
tbclr mtdtiroriuus giwdB and e}iattel% wbile a nin^ 
scmtcb of tbe pen ^iiflioeiJ i^jr tbat of all tlie liiiili 
Eften- 

At hi^t bonest Saunders came nador roview, 11 
If as a tall, raw-bontMl^ jCn^ve-lw^king pc^raonagvj, muc 
pjttt^ witJi tbe HHiallpi, and wcaiiiiLt it gcwid ileal ^ 
tluLt bciTHi^sL'tl iind ni£!!laEi€boly air, wbieb^ sDoner c 
Jfitcr, aettlt^ on the brow of an aa^iiabint to a viUai 
l*LHlagogui', He wasi !*tiirtle<lj but not alkaahed, wbe 
tlniwn to tbe niidxlle of tbe deck, and asked, in tl 
presence of fifty personB, what clothes and oth< 
things he possessed ? Not choosing at first to betR 
his poverty, he made no answer, but looked roun* 
as if to discover where his chest had been {Jace 
He then glanced at his thread-bare sleeve and ta 
tered shoon, with a sligbt touch of dry and bitt 
humour playing about the comers of his mouth, ai 
a faint sparkle lighting up his grey and sunken ey 
as he returned the impatient official stare of tl 
clerk, who stood, pen in hand, ready to note dov 
the items. 

" Don't be frightened, man," said the captal 
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** no one is going to hurt you, your things are quite 
safe. What does your property consist of?" 

<'A trifle, sir, a trifle," quoth poor Sawney; 
** fourpence ha'penny and an auld kniie ! " 

Beifore concluding this suhject, it may perhaps he 
useful to remark, that, unless in those cases where 
■uch a measure is absolutely necessary, the actual 
examination and minute recording of the men's 
clothes might, in general, be advantageously dis- 
pensed with. 1 have, indeed, occasionally &ncied I 
saw traces of irritation and wounded pride amongst 
the men, when aU their little knick-knacks, every hat, 
hose, and handkerchief, or old shoe, was examined 
into and noted down, to be reproduced that day 
month, or its absence accounted for. I tried a middle 
course in my own ship, which appeared to answer all 
tlie purposes required. From time to time the men 
were ordered to bring their bags to divisions, and to 
spread out their clothes to air on the deck, over the 
guns, along the hammock-nettings, or in the rigging. 
In thb way the officers and mids, who passed re- 
peatedly up and down the line, had opportunities 
enough, if they did their duty, to see that all the 
clothes were clean, dry, and in good order. When 
any man's things were observed not to be in the 
condition demanded by the regulations of the ship, 
or he was found ragged in his clothes, or not properly 
dressed, then such delinquent was no longer indulged 
with the exemption, but had his kit subjected to a 
daily, or weekly, or monthly scrutiny, as the case 
might be. As long as he was in this predicament, 
he was obliged to exhibit every article in proper 
condition, and was not at liberty, without asking 
leave, to destroy even such worn-out things as an 



iSS JMPEOrEB CLOTH EST MUST EM. 

oM Jew dutbesniAii wtndd tvm ofi kis b^vd ■!, I 
took cv^ Chftt no p»t of fliis ■anc^lmee abanU be 



il mam intended mhI fett as such; but 
to give it ^ elkAf«ft«r of a i»?c«aMTj^ dn^ v dkft 
im^noe oT JodiriilDak who, if not so ftaldied, vould, 
b^ ilieir aLiHeonduet, bnrt iW gi^neral difici|diD^ of 
tbe wbip. It w»a Tm acldom tlut aiij one t?xpoj4wl 
to sufrh drill ing Tor a montb or «ti wec^ cn^ biviight 
biiiuf'lf vritliin tti' mnge of its kmuiliAtifsa at it^cW 
time. 





CHAPTER XIII. 

SAILOBS' PETS. 

DOG is the most obvious and natural pet 
for a gentleman; but still, a dog, with all 
his familiarity, is a selfish sort of com- 
panion, for he generally bestows his whole 
sociability either upon his master, or his master's 
servant who feeds him, or upon his master's friend 
who accompanies him to the fields. To all others he 
is not only cold, but often surly and impertinent. 
This, indeed, would matter little, if there were not 
unfortunately a proverb extant, which has led perhaps 
to more squabbles, duels, and other uncharitableness, 
than most other causes of dispute. This pugnacious 
proverb, " Love me, love my dog," being interpreted, 
signifies, " If you kick my dog, I kick you." Then 
follows, if not the kick, words which hurt honour quite 
as much, and in the end too often draw away the life- 
blood of warriors who, but for some mangy cur, might 
have fought themselves into companionship in public 
usefulness and fame with " Duncan, Howe, or Jarvis." 
No dog, therefore, can ever become a very general 
favourite of the crew; for it is so completely his 
nature to be exclusive in his regards, that were a 



t^O SAfLOns^ PETS. 

mhuh \msc\i of boun^lp on bonrd, tlit^y wowl4 iiftt Ia 
€jiiiU[rht nar flfTorri a tctitli fjtrirt of the amiiscmest 
which u single moiikey senreB out to 5 9hip*9 com- 
pAtiy. I tiikt? good cari^, iwc(*nlin^lv, uptct to Imj 
without one in auj ship I eommanJ* on tlie sheer 
principle of keeping the mea ctq ployed^ in a gmcf 
humoured wny, when they chancp to hnire no spt'ciJic 
duty to Attend to» It must \pq rf^ollected that wears 
often c'Xi}o*f d trt lon^ porindft of inBetloiij during' Vihi^h. 
midC'hief 18 verv ajtt to Im? brewed amongst the people* 

But if a good monkey be aUiwed to run about 
tlie flhip, I defy any ono to continue long in b hail 
Inimoiir. jMcko h an ovennateh for the demou of 
i(lkm(?fls, at least if light hearta aod innocent diTftr* 
siona be weapon* ajawinst which be csinaot long con- 
tend. Be thia aa it miiy, I make a rule of enterbi^^ 
B monkey aa spix^djly as jsossihle after hoii^tlni? asj 
jK^ndout I and if a r4?f*>rrn trtkes plaee in the table of 
ratings, 1 would Teeommend a eomer for the "ihipi 
nifinkty/^ whicli slioidd be borne on the books for 
*' lull nUowiiUfe of victuflh/* extt ptin^ only the ^^g\ 
/l»r 1 liave obw?n cd thfltasmoll quantity of tipple very 
Pioon u pacta him ; and although there are few tbinp 
in oatun* m^ re ridiculoua than a monkey half-gt^ 
over, yet the reasons agjiinst permitting such prankfl 
are obvious and nurof roas. 

W\tm U>rtl Melville, then Firat Lord of the Ad- 
mirnltVr t(J mv great surprise and deliglit, put into 
my hands a eonind^sion for a ship going to the Soiith 
Amerierm Htiition, & tjuarter of the world 1 bad long 
(lesirecl to visit, my firsi thowght was, ** Where now 
Hbsdl I manage to find a merry mscal of a monkey?" 
Of course, 1 did not giv^ audible expression to this 
thought in the First Lord's room ; but^ on coming 
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own-stairs, I had a talk about it in the hall with my 
lend, the late Mr. JN^utland, the porter, who laughed, 
od said, — 

** Why, sir, you may buy a wilderness of monkeys 
t Exeter 'Change." 

"True! true!" and off I hurried in a Hackney 
oach. Mr. Cross, not only agreed to spare me one 
f his choicest and funniest animals, but readily 
•fibred his help to convey him to the ship. " Lord, 
ir!" said he, "there is not an animal in the whole 
trorld so wild or fierce that we can*t carry about as 
nnocent as a lamb ; only trust to me, sir, and your 
nonkey shall be delivered on board your ship in 
Portsmouth Harbour as safely as if he were your 
t>est chronometer going down by mail in charge of 
the master." Accordbgly he was in a famous con- 
dition for his breakfast next morning, when the 
waterman ferried him off from Common Hard to the 
hulk, on board which the oflficers had just assembled. 
As the ship had been only two or three days in 
commission, few seamen had as yet entered; but 
shortly afterwards tliey came on board in sufficient 
numbers ; and I have sometimes ascribed the facility 
with which we got the ship manned, not a little to 
the attractive agency of the diverting vagabond, 
recently come from town, the fame of whose tricks 
soon extended over Portsea; such as catching hold 
of the end of the sail-maker*s ball of twine, and 
paying the whole overboard, hand over hand, from 
a secure station in the rigging ; or stealing the boat- 
swain's silver call, and letting it drop from the end 
of the cat-head ; or his getting into one of the cabin 
ports and tearing up the captain's letters, a trick at 
which even the stately skipper can only laugh. 



iga JACKO^S A TTH ACTIONS. 

One of OUT m<mkey*n j^fTRml amusementa was d 
w&tdi Mme one urMigmg hln dotl^ce bag. Ato 
the BtoumgG w^ eomplet<^f], fid 4 ctvervthing put nr^ 
fully awav, he would bIiimilI round, uritie the stringti, 
and hanng upeued the month of tbt^ beg draw forth 
in (!uc<*e®rioin etety articl*? of diiBs*, tirst smoll it, 
then turn tt ovor and over, and lastly fling it aw»y 
On the wet dwk. It waa ainu^ing enough to obserte, 
that ail fht} while he was committing imy piece rf 
Biiachief he ap[)eared not only to Im? under thefulIisRt 
otxnpeiou^nefl]} of gailt, hut living in tlie perfect eer- 
taliitj th^t be Wii!^ naming ft food mMind drahhlng 
for his paina, Still the plejisure of doijni|tr wrong w»fl 
eo strong and hahitunl within hin^i that he seemed 
utterfy ineapfihle of n^dsting th*» temptation. While 
thus occupiod, and alttmatelv chattering with terror, 
and screaming' with deiij^ht, till the enrapfed owner 
of the property burst m upon bin?, hardly mart* 
aiigry with Jaeko than with bift maliciona mi^AEimiites, 
^ihOr insteatl of prev'entiii^, huA ratlior encourag^Hl 
the pillage. 

All thia wm innocent^ however^ compared to the 
trit'kB which the hlue-jaekets tanglit bim to piny 
n|iion the jolly marines. How they set ahout this 
lnud*^bIe pieec of instruction, I know not ; but the 
antifsathy which they esTtahJiflhed in Jaeko's brcnst 
^Ljainst the red coati was aomctliing far beyond 
ordinary prejudice, and m its coosequcnecB parfaHjk 
more of the lotermlaahle war between cat aod dog. 
At iir«t be merely chattered, or p-inned eontemptti* 
on sly nt them ; or, at worst, anapped at their hede, 
soiled their fine pipe-clayetl trousers, or pulled tbe 
cartridges out of their cartouch-hoxei?, and aeatten'<l 
the ]H>wcler over the declca j feata for vvbich bis mmp 
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was sure to smart under the ratan of the indignant 
sergeant, to whom the ''party" made their com- 
plaint. Upon these occasions the sailors laughed so 
heartily at their friend Jacko, as he placed his hands 
behind him, and^ in an agony of rage and pain, 
rabbed the seat of honour tingling under the ser- 
gcant*s chastisement, that if he could only have 
reasoned the matter, he would soon have distrusted 
this offensive but not defensive alliance with the 
Johnnies against the Jollies. Sometimes, indeed, he 
appeared to be quite sensible of his absurd position, 
caned by his enemy, and ridiculed by his friends, in 
whose cause he was suffering. On these occasions, 
he often made a run, open-mouthed, at the sailors ; 
in return for which mutinous proceeding he was 
sure to get a smart rap over the nose from his own 
party, which more than counterpoised the anguish 
at the other extremity of his person, giving ludicrous 
occupation to both his hands, and redoubling the 
shouts of laughter at his expense. In short, poor St. 
J ago literally got what is currently called monkey's 
allowance, viz. ** more kicks than halfpence." 

In process of time, as Mr. Monkey, by dint of that 
bitter monitor, experience, gained higher knowledge 
in the art of marine warfitre and ship diplomacy, he 
became much more formidable in his attacks on the 
''corps,*' and generally contrived to keep himself 
well beyond the reach of the sergeant's merciless 
ratan. One of the favourite pranks of the sailors 
was to place him near the break of the forecastle, 
with a handspike, taken from the bow-chaser gun, 
in his paws. It was quite as much as he could carry, 
und &r more than he could use as a missile against 
the royals ; but he was soon instructed in a method 
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of employiJig It, wbidi alwaja grievotujly snnovrd 
tin!' i^nemy^ TheoretiiaJily, 1 preaiiinc poor .Uoko 
Itnew ni> more of tbe laws &f gravitAtioiij tliAa hit 
fr!i^{t»f thp s6iikm«n, ditl of centrifufal iicHon, wbw 
BWtngio^ round the faand-lejici ta gain aouudinigs^ t^y 
|iitt4iiiig^ it far forward into tbe water ; but botb tbe 
monkey and hm wickt>d Associates knew t^ry wdl» 
that if a hajiiLspilt*? were faeld hctobj* the top of the 
foreritiitlc) bidd^rt and \^t go ^\ww a person wajs about 
hdf-w*iy down it, the heo];< of tliG said indivi^Hul 
woutd Ik? sure to bring up, or stop the l»ar. The 
iinhap|iv TOarinp, tkerefon?, who happen ctd to b^ 
dt^ftcx-nding the stpps when Jacko let hi» hsmd?»piT(ie 
fnll, l^encrally got the ^kiii taken off his heola, or bis 
itii!itep, according aa bis reuir or his front was turned 
towani» the fcje. Tlte in«tflj:if Jsckn let jio hi a hold, 
and t^c law of gravitation began to act, so that tli^ 
liandfpike mm hc^anl fo rattb duwtj the litdder, nff 
he jompcd to the bow of the harge, overlooking tbe 
Bpot» nnd thei^ sat, with his neck »tretcb(Hl out» bis 
t!^\i.'}^ startiojj from hiJ* htud, ^nd hia lips drawn kirk, 
till \m t^ctb, diRplayeii from ear to ear, rappil 
n^^aini*t one another like a pair of capstan otB in a 
hi lb ro^ iindcr tbe influence of tho most t^cstatiu alarm, 
cijriuri,4y mised up with tbejoy of complete fluci'ess* 
TJie poor wounded Gulpin, in tbe moan time, rutbed 
his ankles m lie fired off a volley of impreearioni, 
the only effect of which was to increa»e the number 
of bia audience;, ginning and laughing in choniB with 
tbe tenriHed mischief-monger, 

1 rt^memher seeing a marine, of moro than usual 
activity, anil who had before been aen'eti thia trick, 
catch hold of tbo end of the weather middle Btay- 
Hail aheet, hanging from tbe boouiBj and, before 
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Jacko knew what he was about, succeed in giving 
liim such a cut across his sconce as the animal never 
forgot or forgave. Next morning the monkey 
stowed himself away behind the pumps, till the same 
marine passed ; he then sprung out, and laid hold of 
him by the calf of the leg ; and, in spite of sundry 
kicks and cufife, never once relaxed his jaws till the 
teeth met amongst what the loblolly boy, in the 
pride of his anatomical knowledge, called the ''gas- 
trocnemii muscles" of his enemy's leg. The cries 
of " murder !" from the soldier, brought the marines 
and many of the sailors under the half-deck to the 
poor fellow's rescue ; while the author of the mischief 
scuttled off among the men's feet, chattering and 
screaming all the way. He was not again seen during 
two or three days ; at the end of which, as the 
wounded " troop" was not much hurt, a sort of truce 
was proclaimed between the red and the blue fac- 
tions of the ship. Doubtless the armistice was all 
the better kept in consequence of some tolerably 
intelligible hints from the higher powers, that the 
peace of the ship was no longer to be invaded to 
make sport for those who were evidently more idle 
than they ought to be, and for whom, therefore, a 
little additional work might possibly be found. 

Old Jacko, however, like one of the weaker states 
of Europe, whose fate and fortunes are settled by 
the protocols of the surrounding political giants, was 
no party to these treaties ; and having once tasted 
the joys of revenge, he could not keep his teeth 
quiet, but must needs have another bite. Upon this 
occasion, however, he kept clear of the corps, and 
attacked one of his oldest and dearest friends, no 
less a personage than the captain of the forctop. It 



10 JACKO TUMNS ON tltS FBIENB. 

WM in wiirni woftther, *n<l the mon, ^s twtial, w<T« 
djlllliff on thff inain-<leck; the ^ptK^ Imd Ix^n f>»:'m:^i 
gut, unr) t(}(¥ Happ^ Joifmiiiiei irere jitit be|rin'^ing tii 
i(|^|l^iHr darling' bev«mgi^ wb^n Mn Mbeliief, iti- 
itmntly ot^ctiprcJ ill hiH vocntion gf wn[}ng dmoifi 
Mid Uitody incHpnbL* of rcstHtlnjLr atir focnl opt^nb^ 
lo^^t biiii«*"lf into a scrsipef law tlie jfTog-kicJ td'thc 
cuptaiii of thtf t€rp*» nie«9 fttnjidJng Uy tlie tbi«- 
biiicKwtiy. ^ hfj paced roimd, as if staking Jbr i 
hit t»r ImMiul, b*it aU the while fett'pinfir hia faee turHittl 
jijjit iio fur ^^>m the tktcd i^gr-venetel that no onv 
Kuapet'twl his fl€?«t£;ti, On ranching the Ppwt lui 
huiirt ljt*£S»]] to Ikil hiizif but dot hii* vv idce«ln<MB ; 
jiidowl, hU WM the wry beaw Sdofil of that i-hnmcttT 
fleficribcit m the satire of Jiitiiii«, whk-h* ** mihmi 
ootimgi.' t^tifiuiffh to rc>«iat doinjtt rt hjiJ ;»r(ir*Ti| hiiJM ^TCt 
virtue i^mme^h to he AshAWicd of it/* WhethiTOT 
not thi^ae mined motivei irifltietit*il old dncko, I 
cftnnot pretcitd to 9Ay \ hut thef«> ht« »jit ch<'%ttt«riii|t» 
BcreAminj^v and trembling'f ft^ if the scrgiemut^H c«»6 
liad hi'f'ii within an inch oi' hi» hide. 

« What nils you, my dear Mr. St, JaBQ4?fi¥" sad 
tho dipt^in of the tep» pJujlully addrewing the 
numkey, ** ^^'hat ore you itfraid off Nobody (i 
(filing to hurt you; we are all bailors and fricodi 
here, man. Not a marine within hail of you T' 

Attbi« sta^ of the eiillnqiiy the aly rogu^ hariog 
muBtorerl iill his onergieH^ fairly grasped the grog^- 
kid in hia flrm8» and, making a denn Bpringfrom the 
di'ck, jJaced hjmi<4'lf; at the lirst boimd, beyond the 
reaeh of the hMrror-s trick en fieaman. This exploit 
WHJB not eo adroitly porforiiH^l a» it migbt have bem 
if Jfltsko bad hetm Icsw agitated, and one-half of the 
ileticious nuctar in tb<> eaLior a cup wns jerked out. 
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'*You bloody thundering rascal of* a monkey!" 
bellowed the astounded topman ; '' let go the kid, 
or I'll shy this knife at your head I" 

The threat was no sooner uttered than executed ; 
for the sailor, without waiting to see the effect of 
his summons, threw the knife; and had not his 
saintship ducked his head, there would have been 
an end of monkey tricks for that cruise. As the 
glittering steel passed before the wicked scamp's 
eyes, the flash deprived him of all recollection of the 
mischief in hand : with a loud yell he leaped on the 
booms, and in his terror let the prize slip from his 
g^rasp. It fell on the cooming of the hatchway, 
hong for one instant, and then dashed right down 
into the fore-cockpit, to the infinite astonishment 
of the boatswain's yeoman, a thirsty soul, and 
£Eimiliar with drink in all its shapes, but who de- 
dared he never before had tried grog in a shower- 
bath. 

Up started the enraged party of seamen on their 
feet. '* All hands catch monkey !" was the cry ; 
and in ten seconds the whole crew, including the 
cook with his ladle, and his mate with the tormen- 
tors in his hand, were seen scrambling on deck. 
Jacko scampered like lightning up the main-stay, 
and reached the top before any of the men, who had 
mounted the rigging, were half-a-dozen ratlines 
above the hammocks. The officers rushed to the 
quarter-deck, naturally fancying from the bustling 
sounds that a man was overboard ; bnt they were 
soon undeceived by the shouts of laughter which re- 
sounded from every part of the ship, low and aloft. 

For a few moments Jacko sat on the main-cap, 
chattering at such a rate that, had it been dark, one 
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fire Iran kit teedi. 

oerteinlj I navw 

fear. Adorn ■MMiwenMMfovfavHtotttiipb 

wh3e tiro otiban vera ttMa^ op the ftaj* mMm 

orfif«lMdgoiwto tibe ln|WMl rti iimK t> wt af 

hii reCmt in Ihafe drnttMiT 



lei^ied from tte rini^i tfj iIk' toptn^isf, a\y{ ^Y\i\m^\ 
down tbe well-gveMod ^pu', aliooi^r pliuupcnl on the 
derotod head of diii Ka«£er dI* Hip nr^el^. It wju 
now abiolnlefy neeemrj for J»cko to dci ^omc'ehin^; 
80 ho undo n dear i^o 4oirn the mma lift t«> die 
lower yaid-am. Tlie gTimiei-'^ niftt« fbn.'«eeiiijEf tliii 
mancBafre^ bad ■pm^f to j^tmrrl his department, jmd 
had alreadj hun OVt i^ fkr an tha iniK^r hoom imq, 
with a gaaket in hi* hantl, and t|ukc rc^rt^iin of 
catching the ehaae. Kot a bit! '* A grinnur'j^ u\%^ 
catch a monkey!'' The fable of the Tortoke And 
the Hare ailbrds hut a feehle simOe to ohaneteriw 
Hu<*h a match ; and before old Hard-a-weather and 
bis gasket bad reached tbe yard-arm, our nimble 
^foiia bad trotted half-way up the leach of the top- 
sail, and was seated as familiarly on the bridle of 
tlie maintop-bowline, as if he had been perched on 
tbe f(?athcry branch of a cocoa-nut tree, enjoying 
tlie sea breeze, in his native island, amongst the 
beautiful Cape de Verdes. 

The sailors were now fairly baffled, and still more 
so when the expert rogue chose to climb a little 
bibber, and then to walk deliberately along the 
standing part of the main-topsail brace to the misen- 
topmast head ; whence, as if to divert himself, or 
force his pursuers to mingle admiration with Iheir 
jigi^ he made a flying leap downwards to the peak 
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haulyards, scampering along the single part till ho 
reached the end of the gaif. There he sat laughing 
at a hundred and fifty men and hoys, employed in 
the Tain attempt to catch one monkey! 

Sailors are certainly not men to give up a pursuit 
lightly ; but after an hour of as hard labour as I ever 
witnessed, they were all obliged to relinquish the 
chase from sheer fatigue, and poor Jacko was par- 
doned by acclamation. The captain of the foretop, 
however, a couple of days afterwards, more out of 
fun than from any ill-will on the old grog score, 
^ve the monkey *s ear a jnuch, upon which the 
animal snapped at his thumb, and bit it so seriously 
that the man was obliged to apply to the doctor. 
When this was reported to me by the surgeon, I 
began to think my four-footed friend was either 
getting rather too much licence, or that too many 
Uberties were taken with him, so I gave orders that 
in future he should be let alone. Nevertheless, 
Jacko contrived to bite two more of the people, one 
of whom was the sergeant, the other the midship- 
men's boy. These were all wounded in one day ; 
and when the surgeon came to me next morning, as 
usual, with the sick-list in his hand, he was rather 
in dudgeon. 

"Really, sir," said he, "this does seem rather 
too much of the monkey. Here are no fewer than 
three persons in my list from bites of this infernal 
beast." 

** Three V* I exclaimed, and straightway got angry, 
partly at my own folly, partly at the perversity of 
my pet, and also somewhat nettled by the tone not 
▼ery unreasonably assumed by the doctor. " Send 
Black, the quarter-master, here directly." He 
soon came. 
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«< Don't TM tdn «M «r Ae MMk^f ?* I 



••K#! IhsB A^ow hini ov'trlMiapd J** I cried— 
''Ofwrwitk Um aft c»iie«I TZiero lie standi in ctuirgt* 
of til6 WWpWl l aw) two manaos; pitch Yiitq rij^Lt 
Ofcr tte lfe-§M|gir!ij* I >va11 not: bavo the »hip^i« 
eo m pi a y WM wd woytided at thb rate. Otw 

TliiiniMrhy iMffi fnoT^l off'tn tJie 1ee-gnii(|nm|^ 
and took tte tariit^Hl Rjiimal in bi@ a^nnf^ ; ^hik, cm 



iti parf^ tba poor erpatui^ ^eemH eon«eiou£F of iht 



Indl spread out itn /urns okt tbe 
■eamaii'i bare braaitt^ aa if to f^nppricate lii» merer. 
The M. aaOoTf idlo looked mightily na if he wen^ 
going to malt upon the ooctM«lon, Qjmt a petitioning 
glance to windward (^vtrv now nrnl t.li/^ri from i|ijdir« 
the edge of his straw hat, as I paced op and down 
the deck, still fuming away at the doctor's demi- 
ofHcial reproach. As I saw the fellow wished to say 
something, I at length asked him whether he had 
any proposal to make respecting his wicked and 
troublesome pet. The old man's face hrightened np 
with this prospect of a respite for his favourite; and, 
after humming and hawing for a minute, he said, — 

** It is all owing to these two great teeth, sir ; if 
they were out, he would be as harmless as any lamb." 

" I tell you what it is," I replied, catching at this 
suggestion, '' I positively will not have the whole 
ship's company driven one after another into the sidL 
list by your confounded monkey; but if you choose 
to draw those wild-boar tusks of his, you may let 
bim Ufe/' 
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FcAv reprieves were ever hailed at the foot of tlio 
gallows with more joy by the friends of a felon than 
this announcement of a commutation of Mr. St. 
Jago's sentence was received by his affectionate 
companions. Even the marines, though con- 
stitutionally predisposed against him, were glad of 
the change ; and I heard the sentry at the cabin 
door say, **1 knew the captain had too much regard 
for the animal to do him an injury." 

Injury, indeed ! I question whether poor Jacko 
thought the alternative any favour. At all events, 
his friends seemed grievously puzzled how to fulfil 
the conditions of his exemption from a watery grave ; 
for I could perceive a council of war going on upon 
the lee side of the main deck, as to the best method 
of proceeding in the aflair of the tusks. 

« Wholl hold the monkey?" said one. 

No answer was made to this. It was like the old 
story of belling the cat; but there was no Douglas 
so bold as to try the experiment on Master Jacko, 
who at any time was a powerful animal, and would, 
it was naturally inferred, make a tenfold effort when 
his teeth were the objects of attack. 

** Even suppose we could tie the poor unfortunate 
victim," said the quarter-master, " who knows how 
to pull out these great big teeth ? We might break 
his jaw in the operation." 

There was a long pause. 

** I dare say," at length cried one of the party, 
**that the doctor's mate, who is a good-natured 
gentleman, would be so kind as to tell us how we 
can manage this af&ir." 

A deputation of the monkey's friends was accor- 
dingly despatched to present a humble petition to 



the Btiftv^tiii'i ■pwila iity ptxjiay tkax h« wcmlJ U 
^tscmtimIj plimMil to kttd 1m fitoipAMOal Aid in 

SifM tHrBftiof vagsWadf m fab Mj^cm/c aervkv. 
fbrtimB8tly> dm wmnttmttf mtdkn vae nirt 0111& of 

JllU^ It mfftwary tv vnpporl f^cir i^^i^ I7 ebe 
agfO«^ of «rtiitU0tliEi dione, 0« «m, on tbe oontiaVT, 
a yiMtng ni*ii of tluU, gwni mstm^y and i%lit lediog^ 
who cttficd tint hi ug al all al^ut bi* dipiilj vfaen he 
couhl hvt of Hny ufl€ ; or rather^ who Ml H 10 iil» 
ruH^ of lbH4f, withoot diii^king of invtliiiii^ hut \m 
IfUiJ noiM. To t«U the trucli, he «^aa so tnu^h m bfvr 
of hi> art tti^t he Mi ai^f^redy di^kli^tl wtth th^fidtt 
of M nc^w op^mtloti, and C'Xpeneiit^il an th# otemkii. 
tlittt pc^ulmr p1ii!«8ure', known, it if i*id, only to t^Ki 
liu'iiltv, whtffi a cotnpricstetl and cHfiiciih oust ialf" 
into thi'tr htmdm^ He hadjunt mue^la gjamoffiw, 
]iifj*r 1 1ll' ihy*n work wsu! iloiip, and was eyriop tHf 
hvM'i'iii^f' with ihatHort of Kfren*? antieipirton whkh 
Hii< MrjIji'mTtiiinty tjf wakJog bliss ie Kune to pfoducet 
vvht'M tliL^ tJf|iiiUti«jn mjulii tlicir appearaiM^e, liaviiig 
iln*t »c^>t ill the bciy, whose arm was stUl in a dmg 
fr*mi thi* hrtt" of the m on key, 

'* An* yon in n liurry ?" eaid the doctor, on heftf- 
iiijf the povfl ]>i.4ition ; for he hn4 nestle*! himself 
ill to the t'ornvr oi' the hearth, with one foot on tl>e 
hi^rirh, tho other on the table, and his gluHB of ** lialf- 
imd^hrtlf i^lowinfj like anik^r WtwtN^n his eye ami 
\]m solitary uflifii of thci»o profound regions, those 
fhnrnoml mines from wliifh th« Hood« and the 
Hardy ft of timt^H ]^>ru*t and times preeent have h^wn 
*\ra,wn up to the very tip- tup of their pnofesaion. 
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** Yes, sir,'* replied tlie spokesman of the party. 
** There is no time to be lost, for the captain, who 
is in a great rage, says, if we don't extricate the 
monkey's grinders, overboard he goes to a certainty." 

'* Extricate is not the word, you blockhead ; ex- 
tract, I suppose you mean. Besides, I fancy it is 
not his grinders which the captain has ordered to be 
removed, but his eye-teeth, or tusks, as they may 
&irly be called." 

** Well, sir," said the impatient seaman, "just as 
you please, tushes or high teeth, if you'll only be 
kind enough to come and help us out of this plaguy 
mess, and save the poor dumb animal's life." 

The quick clatter of feet up the ladders gave the 
signal that the successful deputation were returning 
to the anxious party assembled between the two 
guns just abaft the gangway-ladder, and nearly 
abreast the after-hatchway, and immediate prepara- 
tions were made for the operation. 

While these preparations were going on, the 
learned doctor had leisure to consider the case more 
attentively ; and it occurred to him that it would be 
needless cruelty to draw the poor beast's tusks, and 
therefore he exchanged that too well-known instru- 
ment, the dentist's key, for a pair of bone-nippers, 
with which he proposed merely to break off the 
points. 

** I don't know exactly about that," said the per- 
plexed quarter-master, when the assistant surgeon 
explained his views of the matter. '* The captain 
said to me, * Draw those wild bear's tushes out of 
him ;' and I am afraid, if they are only broken, tlie 
monkey may still have a chance for going astern." 

" Nonsense, nonsense !" interrupted the judicious 




i}«irtcir, ** Caii von fltippoAC the eapt&in wkb^ thftt 
i^nvtKiniar nhauU \m di)ne in |Ji« ariltiiii] tiut 'pA 
eiH>iigh to pT»wut his bitini^ the* peopU*?'* 

And, fluilJng the Action to the wonj, lie dniwiJtlw* 
fet«l pincervt and nipped nway tht* onda of tli<? 
offiaiidin^ tnflkfl, it itt ti) Ij(? lii:)*p«xl wiilimit eauKiiig 
iIbbI fcny (rrc^t pain* But althouj^h |joiir Jjit^kti ptt** 
Imbly did not ^ufTer mtjeh, liif< mgie Itnrw no hoiiddJT 
and no fooncr w»n the canvas iinrT>ldc<l, than Eif^ 
■jirajig tf>frfl.nJ» X\t^ atWr-hatrhwav^ jmd c»tirliiiig 
tlicp^ aen^esiDt's hnnd iti his moiitlu cIoihmI libi jtwt 
iritli nil \m ff»ri^. Inntinctivf^iv the soldier a (Mfl 
iras in the air, hut ft dcMGcn vciicea rcnared lornt, '*He 
can't hitt' I He ha* got no timhcfl Wtt ! Don't hit 
hiifi !" And, m%r& enooi^^h, drhi»i^h Mr. St. J^ 
^AW€€( mid BtTuggled, he couJd mnki^ tjo impresstOQ 
on the well- tun fietl fist of the vt+teiun, but, at k^n^n, 
plunk oir (jnito aha.*hed, amidst tht^ shouts ftJH J 
Ifluq-hter of the crew. 

When ihc" ship rain p to Eng:land, and wASpAsd<ifF« 
I birnefl 0¥*^r the- nionhoy to thp hoatswfdn, vbn 
always remains in the ship, wlit r>ee he found his 
way back to hia old haunta in Exetor 'Change, aft^r 
an absence of tieflrly tlirt'P ycsira j for happen ing one 
day, not lonp: after the f^hip Wria paid off, to be in 
attendati(;e upon a |mrty Si'^ing the wild beaiflta, one 
of the monkeyj* not up anch a shattering in hisenge^* 
that he attmctol the attention of the keeper of 
tli« eatabliflhnietit. "That animal i^eems to know 
you, rtir," *'iid be to mo ; and upon going nearer. 
\ disr^overerl my old und mischie¥OUfl friend grin- 
ning with delig-ht, 1 must own, indee^fl, that my 
hi^nrt ^rnote m@ a little or I looked at the brokeii 
tt^ih, while the poor fuUow held out bia paw to c&teb 
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my hand, in the spirit of perfect kindness and forgive- 
ness. 

A fiur different fitte, I am sorry to record, befell 
Miotber monkey of mine, in another ship, and in a 
Tery different quarter of the globe. I was then in 
eonmiand of the Lyra, on the homeward voyage 
from China, after the embassy under Lord Amherst 
bad been concluded. We touched on our way to 
Calcutta at the Philippine Islands, and, amongst 
other lire stock, laid in a monkey which had seen 
the world. He was bom, they assured us, at Tener- 
iflfe, bred at Cadiz, and had afterwards made the 
Toyage across the Pacific Ocean, vid Lima and Aca- 
puko, to Manilla. Our extensive traveller had made 
good use of his time and opportunities, and was des- 
tined to see a good deal more of men and manners, 
indeed almost to make out the circuit of the globe. 
This distinguished monkey had a particular liking 
for the marines, who caressed and fed him, and 
sometimes even ventured to teach him to play off 
tricks on Jack, which the sailors promised one day 
to pay back with interest on the soldiers. In so 
diminutive a vessel as a ten-gun brig, there is but a 
small party of marines, merely a sergeant's guard, 
and no commissioned officer, otherwise I hardly 
think the following trick would have been attempted. 

One Sunday, while going the formal division 
rounds, I came to a figure which at firut sight puzzled 
me not a little. This was no other than our great 
traveller, the monkey, rigged out as a marine, and 
planted like a sentry on the middle step of the short 
ladder, which, in deep-waisted vessels, is placed at 
the gangway, and reaches from the deck to the top 
of the bulwark. The animal was dretictcd up in a 



2o5 rnicK OS THE mas inks. 

QOmpleto utiit of miDiatun? ufiifonrii mmle cbieij of 
t?*e colon nt'd bantin u*ed for ftaga with giimlrj bita 
of rc4 baise purloin^ &uin the ciirpentQn!. Hii 
rr'giniontal cap vas constructed out of puint^d 
canvas * and utkIct hi9 lower jaw hml been forced a 
Bt4>cV of pump-leather, so stiff in ilself, and so 
ti^'htl y dmwn bkek, that hie heaii wa« riMiderod totsdly 
imruovcAhle- His tdiiiip and gTt»t part of th? ehi'^ksi, 
huxl been ehaveil with frO much earCj that tmh two 
einall curlc'd inuE«tachioi« and a res|>ectahle pair of 
vhiskc^n^ rcniaint'd. Hix hair behind being tkd 
InqlE tiffhtly into a fjueue^ tho pfif»^r deiiirs evtswei^ 
alnnost startit^g from bis he^d ; wjijle- the cornere of 
hm mouth being likcwiKi^ tniTg^d towards the t^OB 
by the liajr-dnefliier**? operatii)na, the expreBsion rf 
hia count4?tiance becflme trrtf*iHtihly liKlieruuB, The 
a^itoni^bcd rocmit's elbowa were then brotight in 
confaat and fastened btdiind by a la-nhing, pfisaed 
round and secured to the middle step {?f the Jadder„ 
so that he eouU not budjore an incb from Km position* 
Ouf of the Blnp's pistol a, fii^hioned like a niueket, 
and i^rrappeti to hijs shoulder, was tied to bi^ left 
hnndj wbieli again had he*fttaewetl by the sail -maker 
to the waistband of his beautifullj pip^-d^yed 
trousers; in shorty he was rigfod up a^ a complijtfl 
fica-aoldier in full uniform. 

Afi the (^apt^in and his traiii approaished, the 
monkey began to tremble and clmtter ■ but themefli 
ntJt knawin^i how their chief might relish the joke» 
lordced rather gnive* while, J own, it cost m^ no 
email oiBcinl struggle to keep (Town a Jaugb. 1 did 
aucceeih however, and merely aaid, in passing, " Yoti 
should not play theac tricks upon travellera; cast 
bim loofi<> immedi&teij/' One of the men pulled his 
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knife from his breast, and cutting the cord which 
fastened the poor Spaniard to the ladder, let him 
scamper off. Unluckily for the gravity of the officers, 
however, and that of the crew, Jacko did not run 
below, or jump into one of the boats out of sight, 
but made straight for his dear friends the marines, 
drawn up in line across our little hurricane-house of a 
poop. Unconscious of the ridicule he was bringing 
on his military patrons, he took up a position in front 
of the corps, not unlike a fogleman ; and I need 
hardly say, that even the royals themselves, provoked 
though they were, now joined in the laugh which soon 
passed along the decks, and was with difficulty sup- 
pressed during the remainder of the muster. 

A day or two afterwards, and while the monkey 
was still puzzled to think what was the matter with 
his chin, he happened to observe the doctor engaged in 
some chemical process. As his curiosity and desire 
for information were just such as ought to characterize 
a traveller of liis intelligence, he crept gradually from 
chest to chest, and from bag to bag, till he arrived 
within about a yard of Apothecaries' Hall, as that 
part of the steerage was named by the midshipmen. 
Poor Mono's delight was very gi*eat as he observed the 
process of pill-making, which he watched attentively 
while the ingredients were successively weighed, 
pounded, and formed into a long roll of paste. AU 
these proceedings excited his deepest interest. The 
doctor then took his spreader, and cut the roll into 
five pieces, each of which he intended to divide into 
a dozen piUs. At this stage of the process, some 
one called the pharmacopoeist's attention to the 
hatchway. The instant his back was turned, the 
monkey darted on the top of the medicine-chest. 



M PQTSi^T OOSE. 



„,,.^.^ 1^ <I1 1^ fif^ rmmem of {kill tmS, stow^j 
tbem hM/^iw mmv Id his po<tich. of ^*^t ^ thi^ iid& 
«# yi MOi^ MVHpfrod OD 4k«kf and ksp«[ iat^ 




fb» 4oetai^ itit ferii^ w» tl»l of mger ait the 
i Jwiiirtlun 0f bis medidtiQi ; Iml iA tike next iiutmn^ 
tv«nfl«ciisf tliAt unlen itoeiedlale stepi were uk^a, 
the poor ftnimAl mxift in^iliibl)* be poumn^ bo 
ruilicrl on deck, wiliowt eo*t or bfttj and knife io 
biiiil, to tlie ffrtAt ^ufprtse aail 0cafidiy oi lh& officer 
^llie iraftelL. 

^ Lat hold ef tb^ monli^r, a&me af yon 1" ro«i^ 
the doctor to the peaple, ** Jaisp up la tlie ri^gmg, 
ami try to gtft ont of hia pondl a ifiiiole ine« af my 
ftuClic* luii mn orfTwitK!" 

The niGd onljr Iw^lied, as thej &iteied the duetor 
must be crack*?*!, 

** For 9MJ sake/* cried the good-natared phf- 
»ioiaii, "don't make a joke of this matter. Thia 
monkey ha.* now in liis jawa mor^ than a huDdrcd 
grains of cdomt'l, and ttfileiv jou get it from hinu 
lie will dre to a i*ertainfy i" 

Litondlj, the quantity Jocko Imd purloined^ hjid 
it been pr&scrilwd, woidd hare been ordered in these 
ivrmsi I — 

B f Jydrargyri submuriatis, 3ij. (Take of ctlomd 

Til in appealp which waa quito mk^Uigible, catiued 
an imme<liftt42 rasli of the men jJoU ; but the monkBY, 
nhvT gulping down one of the lump, or twenty-four 
^minrt, »hot npwapda to the top, over the lail of 
w}>ifh he dJsphiyed hiH ehaven ^ormtenatice, and, w 
if in aqom of tlioir imijok'nt efforts to catcb him, 
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plucked anotlier lump from his cheek, and swallowed 
it likewise, making four dozen grains to begin with. 
The news spread over the ship; and all hands, 
marines inclusive, most of whom had never been 
ferther in the rigging than was necessary to hang 
up a wet shirt to dry, were seen struggling aloft to 
rescue the poor monkey from his sad fate. All 
their exertions were fruitless ; for just as the captain 
of the maintop seized him by the tail, at the star- 
board royal yard-arm, he was cramming the last 
batch of calomel down his throat ! 

It would give needless pain to describe the effects 
of swallowing the whole of this enormous prescrip- 
tion. Every art was resorted to within our reach in 
the shape of antidotes, but all in vain. The stomach- 
pump was then, unfortunately, not invented. Poor 
Jacko's sufferings, of course, were great : first, he 
lost the use of his limbs, then he became blind, next 
paralytic ; and, in short, he presented, at the end of 
the week, such a dreadful spectacle of pain, distortion, 
and rigidity of limb, that I felt absolutely obliged 
to desire that he might be released from his misery, 
by being thrown into the sea. This was accordingly 
done when the ship was going along, for the British 
Channel, at the rate of seven or eiglit knots, with a 
fine fair wind. Very shortly afterwards it fell calm, 
and next day the wind drew round to the eastward. 
It continued at that point till wo were blown fifty 
leagues back, and kept at sea so much longer than 
we had reckoned upon, that we were obliged to 
reduce our daily allowance of provisions and water to 
a mo»t painfully small quantity. The sailors unani- 
mously ascribed the whole of our bad luck to the 
circumstance of the monkey being thrown overboard. 



7ia /jrK\s siPEnsTirro.ys, 

] liiid nil my nauti^itl life be^n well aware thftt a cwt 
OD^^ht never txj be so tr^ttd; but never knew, till 

th& fate c^f this poor unimAl acqiLdlnted me with the 
Ikct, that a mfraikoj is iiicliideil m Jaek*s ^upcratitloQ. 
In the Bame ves«el, and on the sfime voyagi^ tu 
ChitiD^ the sailorsi had mioiher pcti of a very ^idjiuIat 
dL*0ori|itr(»ii j vi^i a pig^it^TiiWy a gnmter - nor da 
1 beltere there ever W8S « fcvimrit*? more dc^^jily 
eherighedi qt more sincercvtr lamoiilod ^f^et her 
smjrukr exit. Dn our iiailing ^om England, nix 
littte BowB, at' a pr^cunarly fint* hrecdt bnd been kiid 
in by my steward* In the course of tho Toya|:e, 
five of tbese fell nndiT the K4i>QtIe«s hand^ of the 
Imlehf^r; but one of the six, ht'\ng poig$e>ssed of a 
moregmfefiilfomi th«n bt'lon^nl to ber sister ewin^i, 
and kept as di^an us any lap -dog, ^as permitted to 
run ahoat the deckfl, amongst the gor4s, »beep^ dog«* 
and raonkeyfl' of onr little ark. Tbe nccmreiicci of 
two or tbrt?o emart galea of wind off the Cap© of 
fiood Hope, and the tm ceremonious entran(?e of 
Bundry large Feas, swept the doi'kg of niosit of ourliie 
Ktopk, exeepting only this one fig, known anQonpt 
the erew liy the pet name of Jean. Ihannif tbe bttd 
weather off the Bank of Aguilhas, her sowship whs 
sttowed in the launch on tho hoome, and never fi^eji, 
though often enough heard ; hut when w© hauled up 
to the north wanl, and once more entered the trade- 
^inds, on our eonrse to the Straits of Sunda, hy 
wliich en trainee we proposed to gain the Java Sem 
"Misn Jean whs R^m\ pillowed to range about the 
di'rkn nt hrge^ and right happy ^he seemed, poor 
hidy, to ejcchnnge the odioui eontinement of tlio lo&g- 
hoat for the freedom of the Of*en waiet. 

In warm lutitudes, tbe men, a« I have mentioned 
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before, generally take their meals on deck, and it 
was Jean's grand amusement, as well as business, to 
cruise along amongst the messes, poking her snout 
into every bread-bag, and very often she scalded her 
tongue in the soup-kids. Occasionally, the sailors, 
to show the extent of their regard, amused them- 
selves by pouring a drop of grog down her throat. 
I never saw her fairly drunk, however, but twice ; 
upon which occasions, as was to be expected, she 
acted pretty much like a human being in the same 
hoggish predicament. Whether it was owing to this 
high feeding, or to the constant scrubbing which her 
hide received from sand, brushes, and holystones, I 
know not, brit she certainly grew and flourished at 
a most astonishing rate, and every day waxed more 
and more impudent and importunate at the dinner- 
hour. I saw a good deal of this familiarity going 
on, but had no idea of the estimation Jean was held 
in, till one day, when we were about half-way across 
the China Sea, and all our stock of sheep, fowls, and 
ducks, was expended, I said to the steward, " You 
had better kill the pig, which, if properly managed, 
will last till we reach Macao." 

The servant stood for some time fumbling with his 
hair, and shuffling witli his feet, muttering some- 
thing to himself. 

" Don't you hear?" I asl<ed. " Kill the pig; and 
let us have the fry to-day ; the head with plenty of 
port wine, as mock-turtle soup, to-morrow; and get 
one of the legs roasted for dinner on Saturday." 

Off he went; but in half-an-hour returned, on 
some pretence or other, when he took occasion to 
ask, — 

** Did you say Jean was to be killed, sir ? " 



313 JEA:\'^n ADVOCATf^. 

*^Jmnl Who i» Jeau? — Oh, now I rememW; 
tbft |Ag. Te#, rertsiitily. Why do jon hodiei* Mid 
b e g p p HO about killiii|v^ a pig?'* 

"The* «bip*s eompn>% wir^ — ** 

*• WvU ; wltttt have the ship^'ti eonipanj to say to 
my pig?" m 

** They are very fond of Ji^ij, «ir/' H 

-' Thf VUvil \hey are ! WtH ; itbat then ?" ™ 

** Why* Hir* thev wouM take it ws a grnat kiiidn«*s« 
if you would not order h*^r to be killed. Sh^ ba 
prre&t ptt, *<ir, mnd comes ta them when they call hi'f 
by uamo, like a do|r» Tbey hav(* taught her not to 
Teiitiire ahiitlt tht^ mnininaat] hut if you only call hef^ 
youil Hi^e that what 1 say is true/' 

" Jndet^l ! I'll flooti try that cxpeHmeiit;" kiJ 
seized mv hut te gti on d^Th. 

"Shall I teU the biitchcr to hohl faat?'* aaked 
GBpewelL 

" Of course ! ** I exclaimed . " Of course 1 " 

Off shot the eteward hko an arrow ; and I eoidd 
stGfm difttingtiiijsh the pffe<rt cif the announcement, hy 
the intermlfSRiion of ihnm horrihle srreams whiiih 
ever attend the execution of the pig^ tribe, all which 
Rourtd^ were in*it.intly term mated on the BclEinp 
hrinjijf <!Ut thrtt tied jxtor dt^u a lega. 

On reaching tlie c|narter-deek, I told what had 
piLRsed to the officer of the wati^h, who qne?itione(i 
lU propriety a Itttli'j 1 thought, by the tone of ]m 
answer. 1, however, called nut " Jean J cVean I" aaii 
in a moment the didi|^^ht4^d pi|^ came pnineinfr along, 
8o great, iu fEu-t, wjib }ier anxiety to answer the call, 
HP if to show her sen an of the trifliiip; feivour 1 had 
JtiHt conferred upon her, that she dashed [-uvjinl^ m, 
tripped up the oflioer'a heels, and had I not caught 
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liim, he would have come souse on the deck. Even 
as it was, he indulged in a growl, and muttered out, — 

** You see, sir, what your yielding to such whims 
brings upon us." 

I said nothing, and only took care in future to 
caution my friends to mind their footing when Jean 
was summoned aft, which, I allow, was very often ; for 
there was no resisting the exhibition to all strangers 
of such a patent pet as this. To the Chinese in 
particular our comical favourite became an object of 
the highest admiration, for the natives of the celestial 
empire soon recognized in this happiest of swine the 
celebrated breed of their own country. Many a 
broad hint I got as to the acceptable nature of such 
a present, but I was deaf to them all ; for I felt that 
Jean now belonged more to the ship's company than 
to myself, and that there was a sort of obligation 
upon me neither to eat her nor to give her away. 

Under this tacit guarantee she gained so rapidly 
in size, fat, and other accomplishments, tliat, on our 
return to China, after visiting Loo Choo and other 
islands of the Japan Sea, the gentlemen of the factory 
would hardly credit me that this huge monster was 
the same animal. In talking of Jean's accomplish- 
ments, I must not be understood to describe her as 
a learned pig ; for she could neither play cards, solve 
quadratic equations, nor perform any of those feats 
which enchant and astonish the eyes of the citizens 
of London and elsewhere, where many dogs and hogs 
are devoutly believed to be vested with a degree of 
intelligence rather above than below the average 
range of human intellect. Far from this, honest 
Jean could do little or nothing more than eat, drink, 
sleep, and grunt ; in which respects she was iotiA\y 
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unnTmlledt and the ^ffbct of her proBcLenoj m iham 
^hnratfUfri^lic' qunlitie« became daily more msuufeieft^ 
At first, UN 1 hft\e mentjunm!, wIidti her Dame IRie 
cajlioct fr^iiji any part ^jf the «Utp, gbe ^t^iitd cs^per 
aleilgip untl da^h impetuoualy tip to tbe group bj 
iriiOBi ahe wats ffntnmofietlk But -^Her a tini^ th« 
beeiioe m ex^e^hdy iat and Insiiy that it requinHi 
mtkny a call to gt^t lier to mov*?, siini tlie offi^r d' * 
filice orpiDt'-apple* or a handtul of lycJu^t-a,, or B^an 
ihcf delicious nmngT)«#tt?eTi, wns now Ii.'Lnlty t^nouph 
to mvke her open her eyeSt tbowgb in the t^y 
frta^rea of the Toyi^ »he hnd bcsea but t^oo thankM 
ior a i>otatOj or the skin of an apjiJi.', As ahe ad- 
VHiieeil in ftttrn^a*i, she? Itwt alt-ogether the jjower of 
Widkiiiiij;, and expwtCfl the men to hriog the gncd 
tliJd^ uf tht'ir table to her, inHt^^d uf MJJowing htf 
to come for them. 

At the time of Sir Murray ^faiwt^l'a attack ontlte 
batteries of Canto n, the Lyra, andcfrr my ciomiBalid, 
was lying nt Mfiean^ and during our stay tho hrlg^ 
H'li^ virtitod bv niauy of tbt? Cliiut'ee Huthitritiea. We 
\ii»re akfi watched by a Seet of men-of-war junks, 
arnl had aome reason to wuppoBe that we mi^ht have 
a hiuah with tliem. In that event, I think our wcin^t 
thaiit^ wouhl have consisted jn the entbusiaam with 
wliith the Chinese admiral, captamf,, and crewa, 
Avould have fought t*o !iave put Ihemselvc'S in po*- 
^eesion of sueh a prisse iib Joan. 

While things were in this interesting positiniti I 
rereivecl orflers to gi^t under wi igh, and run up thfi 
Cantim river to Wampoa. Off we setj escorted by 
tbi- CJiirtofle fieel of a dozen eall of junks. The wind 
w:lh af^ainiit us, but we soon beat up to the Bogue, 
(u>d jmssedj uuharmedj thu batteries, which, to uwi 
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Lord Nelson's expression. Captain Maxwell had 
made to look very like a plum-pudding. We 
had scarcely anchored at Second Bm-, in the midst 
of the grand fleet of tea ships, when we were 
boarded by a host of Chinese mandarins and Hong 
merchants, wearing all the variety of buttons by 
which nmks are distinguished in that well-classified 
land. This was not to compliment us, or to ofier us 
assistance, or even to inquire our business. One 
single object seemed to engage all their thoughts 
and animate the curiosity of half the province of 
Quantung. The fame of our fiit sow Jean, in short, 
had fiir outrun the speed of the Lyra, and nothing 
was heard on every hand but the wondering ex- 
clamations of the natives, screaming out in admira- 
tion, " High-yaw I High-yaw !" 

We had enough to do to clear the ship at night of 
these our visitors, but we were by no means left in 
solitude ; for the Lyra's anchorage was completely 
crowded with native boats. The motive of all this 
attention on the part of the Chinese was not merely 
pure admiration of Jean; the fact is, the acute 
Chinese, skilled especially in hog's flesh, saw very 
well that our pet pig was not long for this world, and 
knowing that if she died a natural death, we should 
no more think of eating her than one of our own 
crew ; and having guessed also that we had no in- 
tention of " killing her to save her life,*' they very 
reasonably inferred that ere long this glorious bonne 
bouche would be at their disposal. 

Our men, who soon got wind of this design on the 
part of the Chinese, be^me quite outrageous against 
Fukee, an the natives are called, and would hardly 
permit any visitors to come near their favourite, lest 



3t6 //^*^^ liL'ATH ANU BVRIAL. 
|hi>y ibould acc('k*rat^ her inetitalite &te bj pdson* 
Al lengtli [loor il«tju- JtAii gavi? token of appr oAclilng 
diwioltttictii ; itU« c0iild neither ^at, nor J rink, ii«r 
t!Ten gftint ; and her bneatbing w*i like that of a 
brok<^ bi?t!ow^ ; in short, filie iMvd \ Eyc^Tj'iiJt w» 
tak^fi to con^eftl the meJancholy event iWim tlie 
Chinese j hut sotnchow or othtsr it i^flt slmiw*!. J'*'" 
thtf oihi?r Eugli«h shlpn wt^re de^erUMl, And lotig 
hctbre mnui^l b ilAnse maaa of boAt<>t, liki' a Aontii)^ 
toiro, WAS fcn-mad sdtcm and on both t|iiArtvr» nf tl^i^ 
Lyra, 

The sailora nour held d pfnmd tJonaultAtiofl «■ to 
what Wft3 to be done '^ lUid »ft^r Tnuc^b di^iutsion, 
and miMi y neat niid appropriate »peechefl» it ww 
unaniinoiiely rtiwoWed thiit the mortid remains ^i 
the grvat sow now no diohb fthoutd be deposiit^ in 
the ID lid of the river of Cmit^rrir in nuch a. way that 
the iiiOBt dexterous i^nd huTi|rrv inhrthitant of tlie 
cele^dAl i^iiupiiiQ should Dot be able to &di ber up 
ngnin. 

As goon a^ it was quite dark, flnd all the Chifle^ 
hiintABt'iit, aa uauftlj k'vond the circle Jim itedby the 
j*1 lip's huoys, the dftfhnct pigs iri^tids Bet toi^orkto 
prt'pnre tbr ber ohsequieFs. The t4iief object was to 
^^imrd ajjaitiat the ravenous natives hearinc the 
splash, as she went overboard; and next, that she 
sliould not afterwards float to the surface. The first 
point was easily accomplished, as will be seen pre- 
sently ; but there was a long debate, in whispers, 
nmungst the men, as to the most expedient plan of 
lu'cping the body of their late pet from once more 
showing her snout above the stream. At length, it 
Avas suggested by the coxswain of one of the boats 
which had been sent during the morning to sound 
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the passage, that as the bed of the river where the 
brig lay consisted of a deep layer of mud, it would 
be a good thing if Jean's remains could be driven so 
far into this soft stratum as to lie below the drags 
and hooks of the Chinese. 

This advice was much applauded, and at once 
acted upon with that happy facility of resource which 
it is the pride of the profession to have always in 
store for small as well as for great occasions. The 
dead sow was first laid on its back, and then two 
masses of iron ballast, being placed one on each side 
of the cheek, were lashed securely to the neck and 
shoulders in such a manner that the ends of the 
kentlage met across her nose, and formed, as it was 
very properly called, an extra snout for piercing the 
mud. 

When all was ready, the midship carronade was 
silently dismounted, the slide unbolted, and the 
whole removed out of the way. Jean's enormous 
corporation being then elevated, by means of capstan 
bars and handspikes, was brought on a level with 
the port-sill. A slip-rope was next passed between 
her hind legs, which had been tied together at the 
feet ; and poor Miss Piggy, being gradually pushed 
over the ship's side, was lowered slowly into the 
water. When fairly under the surface, and there 
were no fears of any splash being caused by letting 
her go, one end of the rope was cast off, upon which 
the well-loaded carcass shot down perpendicularly 
at such a rate that there could be no question of its 
being immersed a fathom deep, at least, in the mud, 
and, of course, far beyond the reach of the dis- 
appointed Chinese ! 





CnAPTEtt XIV, 

our raerrj little ship upproaf^hdi 
far-fAractl t!ape of Good Ho[X^ I often 
rfmnine^i oo deck oRer ih^^ watseh was 
out, t(?j)»tLi9g tnj eyt^A on the sjitfhl of 
eonsteUihtiaiiA known to me before only by nftme, 
and m jet Sfiirefly AhclKirod in my im»ifriniitJon, 
Eiic?h i!iucc;u«sdtiig night, aa the ruHoiu eltt»c^rs rtw^ 
crogseil the meridiftn, and Runk a^rAin into thtf 
wt^tttiTii waves* wo amie more and more into the 
W3v% not only of speaking, but thinkitig of tliem, 
unfler their eimventionnL tkleft of hydms, dotes, 
ttmcmift, (ihffi nixes, and flyinp-lisli, not forgettog 
tlip enofTnonii sontherti whale, whosa beaatifol eye, 
edited Fomalhaut, while it flamei^ in the seuith of 
the Cape, is hardly known to the astronotiMra df 
this country, from its greatest altitude, an seen by 
them, not being ten degrees. 

But of all the Antarctic constellations, the cele- 
brated Southern Cross is by far the most remarkaWe^ 
and must, in every age, continue to arrest die 
netention of all voyagers and travellers who are for- 
tunate enough to see it. 1 think it would strike the 
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imagination even of a person who had never heard 
of the Christian religion ; but of this it is difficult 
to judge, seeing how inextricably our own ideas are 
mingled up with associations linking this sacred sym- 
bol with almost every thought, word, and deed of our 
lives. The three great stars which form the Cross, 
Oiie at the top, one at the left arm, and one, which 
is the chief star, called Alpha, at the foot, are so 
placed as to suggest the idea of a crucifix, even 
without the help of a small star, which completes the 
horizontal beam. When on the meridian, it stands 
nearly upright ; and as it sets, we observe it lean 
over to the westward. I am not sure whether, upon 
the whole, this is not more striking than its gradually 
becoming more and more erect as it rises from the 
east. In every position, however, it is beautiful to 
look at, and well calculated, with a little prompting 
from the &ncy, to stir up our thoughts to solemn 
purpose. I know not how others are affected by 
such things ; but, for myself, I can say with truth, 
that, during the many nights I have watched the 
Southern Cross, I remember no two occasions when 
the spectacle interested me exactly in the same way, 
nor any one upon which I did not discover the result 
to be somewhat different, and always more impres- 
sive, than what I had looked for. 

This constellation being about thirty degrees from 
the south pole, is seen in its whole revolution, and, 
accordingly, when off the Cape, I have observed it 
in every stage, from its triumphant erect position, 
between sixty and seventy degrees above the horizon, 
to that of complete inversion, with the top beneath, 
and almost touching the water. This position, by 
the way, always reminded me of the death of St. 



3 30 /NTlLLra^NT CHfEF OFFWEIt. 

IVteff. who 18 aaiti tci hsLve doeined it tcH> great an 
bonoiir to he crucified wit;h his hpad upwarda* In 
■ilort, I dely tbi? stnpidoj?t morbtl thftt ever lived to 
WBt4?!i tlieF«e chnti]tri*8 in the Rajh&et of this splendid 
cx»fiKtHlktianT and oot to be in eotne d^firee etniek 
by tlierti. 

TlieiK? airy virions an* «tfirfictimps cimoualy broVen 
m upon by the moRt t'omuion-jilart* incidt'Ht3, which 
Jbrcx OS b«i(^k upon orilijufiry lite. On the '28th sf 
Mfty we overtook ii packet tm her way to the Brnxlh 
fr^rtm Eng^lniidj wbich had sailed more tliaii a month 
aller lis, hut shy had rtot a Pintle newspnpor, Bfiiiy 
iiHt, navy ihU ">«" rpviow oti boanL Tli*? mate was 
totelly ijCtiontnt of all the intere&dng topics of tlint 
moflt interesting moment of the wjy (1812): and in 
TPply to d) our qne^tion^, merely obserrcd tbat 
everything was jwet the same as when we b^ft Eng- 
land. The captain was ill in h&l, and eonld not be 
apokcn to, so that thU intelligent gentleman^ Ida 
chief off! wr, hnd been lii;cr|i:^l on deck to tell the 
n ► 'W H. II f" lion H s t\y con Ftaaed , a Ik-r Im'I n ^ ^ii ffi e i en tly 
baited and badgered by our interrogatories, that 
even when in England he had no time to look at the 
newspapers, but that he left public affitirs to the 
management of those whose business it was to look 
after them, while he found enough to do in looking 
after the packet. 

*' I dare say," added the fellow, with rather more 
dryness of humour than we had imagined was in bis 
doughy composition, *' I dare say the whole story 
you are asking about, of Buonaparte and the Rus- 
sians, is told very exactly in these bags (pointing to 
the mail), and if I deliver them safe at Rio, it will 
be wrong to say I bring no news." 
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On the 4th of June we had a jollification in 
honour of good old King George the Third's birth- 
day. In how many different parts of the world, 
and with what deep and affectionate sincerity, were 
cups quafied and cheers rung out in the same loyal 
cause! If sailors would tell the truth, we should 
find that when abroad and far away, they generally 
use their distant friends as the captain, mentioned 
some time ago, did his ship's company's European 
clothing — stow them away for a future occasion. I 
do not say that they forget or neglect their friends ; 
they merely put them by in safety for a time. In 
hct, as the song says, a sailor's heart and soul have 
plenty to do " in every port," to keep fully up to the 
companionships which are present, without moping 
and moaning over the remembrance of friends at a 
distance, who, in like manner no doubt, unship us 
also, more or less, from their thoughts, if not from 
their memory, for the time being; and it is all 
right and proper that it should be so. 

On the 6th of June we parted from our convoy, 
the China ships ; and, alas ! many a good dinner we 
lost by that separation. Our course lay more to the 
left, or eastward, as we wished to look in at the Capo 
of Good Hope, while those great towering castles, 
the tea ships, could not afford time for play, but struck 
right down to the southward, in search of the westerly 
winds which were to sweep them half round the globe, 
and enable them to fetch the entrance of the China 
seas in time to save the monsoon to Canton. Each 
fthip sent a boat to us with letters for England, to 
be forwarded from the Cape. This was probably 
their last chance for writing home ; so that, after 
the accounts contained in these dispatches reached 
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Hngland, their tricnds w<inlrl heAT fi<^ifUin|f nf tli*»m 
till tliej pre*etjfed them^lve* eij^1iffH<)i ninTiOst 
^ftf^rwanln . Nritlit-r did they eipert to know wh»t 
Tutnn pRfi¥im^ at home till thoj ahooltl tnii^h nl %L 
HdcHnA, on tlii' r<?tum voyage, iti tJip bttcr end of 
the fullowing" vr-ar. 

I rf*mf*mhi>r IrmkiTift f^rer the IcHj-trangTray neit 
day, at tJi€ tiT^t bUifh of rh*- dawn» rlurrng tiio mom- 
innc wnteh, nnd I cotiUI liarply diwtiujTuinli the flt^et 
fkr t^i^ leewarfl, with their rfiyaJa just ahowinur fthove 
the horixtjn* On takinj^ leave of ouf wnvdF, wo 
w*=*re rti'mindoti that then? m iaAvo^yit mifmethiRg nhtmt 
the la»t, the* veiy hk^t hwk of any nlij^^> which 
brinj^'S with it a feeling of mpJftnc^koly. On thra 
oecfiflion, however, we hn^d nothing nioiT sefmna to 
reproach oTirwIve-? With thjvti sundn' itnpfltic^nt <?ip- 
CTationa wifh whith wa had honoured Rom© of our 
filrtw-mfivingi heRvv-st<^m€il fri**r»d«, whoi» wc were 
pdrnpeUcKl to shorten saiJ in a fiiif wind, rn ordpr to 
keep thrill eoTnpfmv. A flinart frigntc rnnking a 
voyagre with a dull-sailing convoy renninds one of 
tho chihl's story of the provoking journey made by 
the hare with a drove of oxen. 

Our merry attendants, the flying-fish, and others 
which swarmed about us in the torrid zone, refused 
to see us across the tropic, and the only aquatics we 
fell in with afterwards were clumsy whales and 
grampuses, and occasionally a shoal of white por- 
poises. Of birds there were plenty, especially 
albatrosses. The captain, being a good shot with a 
ball, broujrht down one of these, which measured 
Seven feet between the tips of the wings. I haTe 
several times seen them twelve feet ; and I heard a 
well -authenticated account of one measuring sixteen 
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feet from tip to tip. On the 22nd of June we came 
in sight of the high land on the northern part of the 
peninsula of the Gape of Good Hope, the far-famed 
Table Mountain, which looked its character Tery 
well, and really did not disappoint us, though, in 
general, its height, like that of most high lands, 
is most outrageously exaggerated in pictures. The 
wind fiiiled us during the day, and left us rolling 
about till the evening, when the breeze came too 
late to be of much use. Next day we rounded the 
pitch of the Cape, but it blew so strong from the 
northward, right out of False Bay, accompanied by 
rain and a high sea, that we found it no easy job to 
hold our own, much less to gain the anchorage. 
But on the 24th of June, the day after, the wind 
moderated and became fair, the weather cleared up, 
and we sailed almost into Simon's Bay» a snug little 
nook at the north-western angle of False Bay. It 
then fell calm, but the boats of the men-of-war at 
anchor, his Majesty's ships Lion, Nisus, and 
Galatea, soon towed us into our berth. During tho 
winter of that hemisphere, which corresponds to 
our northern summer, the only safe quarters for 
ships is in Simon's Bay, on the south side of the 
Cape peninsula. 

I have a perfect recollection of the feelings with 
which I leaped out of the boat, and first set foot on 
the continent of Africa, but am prevented from de- 
scribing these poetical emotions by the remembrance, 
equally distinct, of the more engrossing anxiety 
which both my companion and myself experienced 
about our linen, then on its way to the laundress in 
two goodly bundles. For the life of me, I cannot 
separate ihe grand ideas suitable to the occasion. 



3^4 SfMON'S TOfU'N, 

from th(* bane intore^ contiected with oottf^n 
shirtB and duek tmiisen!. Anrl ^ueh h th^ toftnetiN 
in^ effie^ of laMCiatiom that when I wiah to dwell 
upon the tti^npre ferfiniiBt partly pTi>€emkm»l aiiil 
pstrdy hbtoricalj e*«m?d hv actually gnssing on the 
identictd Capo of OockI Hopi^ a apit eijiripletolj 
huminerod Inl^t the mf?mory of aII sriIoi?, ttmi^'hl:* 
yrnyl reini?mWrth(* hitter Wttling with the washfr- 
folks of Simon 'p Town toiifhinirthe rat^otlilcwchiDg 
phirtjt : atid Vicith the Htihlime aod the beautiful are 
lost iti the useful niifl iHilictilous, 

The 3rd of July wsta Tiamed for fwilitig ; httfc the 
wind, wliifh Brst came fnul, »oon luUetl iito n cwlnij 
thou hrt4.'Ki>d up apniu ; *w>d «o on a! ttTnat*^l>v 
tjaflhng us in oil our nttemptt trt get tt» sea. Nor 
wafl it till the Sih thut we succeed e<l in fordiig our 
wa^' out Rp»in«t a aniart HOuth-e^ter, Witli a c*>iiplo 
of reefe in the* tojjftailaj and as much as we could do 
to carry the mainaaiL A westerly current sweeps at 
all aeoBons of tlu* year round the (."ape of Good 
J lope, and sometimes proves troublesome enough to 
outward-bound ships. This stream is evidently 
caused by the trade- wind in the soutbem parts of 
tlie Indian ocean. For three days we were bam- 
boozled with light south-easterly airs and calms, 
but on the 8th of July, which is the depth of winter 
ill that hemisphere, there came on a spanking 
Hiiuffler from the north-west, before which we spun 
two hundred and forty miles, clean off the reel, in 
twenty-four hours. 

Nothing is more delightful than the commence- 
ment of such a fair wind. The sea is then smooth, 
and the ship seems literally to fly along; the masts 
and yards bend forwards, as if they would droporer 
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the bows, while the studding-sail booms crack and 
twist, and, unless great care be taken, sometimes 
break across ; but still, so long as the surface of the 
sea is plane it is astonisliing what a vast expanse of 
canvas maj be spread to the rising gale. By-and- 
bye, however, it becomes prudent to take in the 
royals, flying-jib, and top-gallant studding-sails. 
The boatswain takes a look at the gripes and other 
listenings of the boats and booms ; the carpenter 
instinctively examines the port-lashings, and draws 
up the pump-boxes to look at the leathers ; while 
the gunner sees that all the breechings and tackles 
of the guns are well secured before the ship begins 
to roll. The different minor heads of departments, 
also, to use their own phrase, smell the g^e coming 
on, and each in his respective walk gets things ready 
to meet it. The captain's and gun-room steward 
beg the carpenter's mate to drive down a few more 
cleats and staples, and, having got a cod-line or two 
from the boatsw£un's yeoman, or a hank of marline 
stuff, they commence double lashing all the tables 
and chairs. The marines' muskets are more securely 
packed in the arm-chest. The rolling tackles are 
got ready for the lower yards, and the master, ac- 
companied by the gunner's mate, inspects the lan- 
yards of the lower rigging. All these, and twenty 
other precautions are taken in a manner so slow 
and deliberate that they would hardly catch the 
observation of a passenger. It might also seem as 
if the different parties were afraid to let out the 
secret of their own lurking apprehension, but yet 
were resolved not to be caught unprepared. 

Of these forerunners of a gale none is more striking 
than the repeated looks of anxiety which the cap- 
Q 
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turn €ii«t« to winilT!?'anl^ as if few ^liiot^ f»oul«l (icuf^ 
tr;it(i the bkck aky lowering in the north -weat* in 
cnler to dkeov^r wlial w&s belli Jid, tuid how btty 
^ith R&f^t^ h^ might CBTTT nail, E?er and imtsn ha 
^Mfts litM look ftom i\m wmd*a cy«, imd reftte it od 
tho writh mg span aloil, vic-wing irith m^ich uneasi- 
ness the 8tr4!t43hingc«nviw all b\it torn from tbepnl''* 
lie Ih^n »tv^9 bpliiwj, and ftir thr?' lortieth timeiTftiiii 
off the barometer* On rctwrDing to tho dt<rk be 
tinik that, (turinf? tht* few tninutes he bft* been below, 
the hr&^^ ha« fresh oneil considt^r^blv, or* it may h**, 
th&lt cmmng anddifuly t]p>n it again, be views it 
differcmtly. At all events, be feeli the nt'cesaity of 
i^i'tting tht^ Baik in i:vhile hi^yet ettn, or before **Go«l 
Alniiifiity tiik<?e thorn in for him/* ms tho RailorsRay 
when matters havo l>t't^a so Wg deferred, that not 
(Hjly <^MiTft9 and yartb, but even tamts, are »t tiroes 
Biidilenly wnm4ied out of the ship, and i^ent in oni* 
confused mass &r oif to leetrartlp whirbug m the 

Tbemeo, who are ^nerally well aware of thtof- 
ficapity of Bhorttninjr j^atl long before the raptamhn? 
made up his mind to call the hands for that purpose, 
have probably been collected in groups for some 
time in different parts of the upper deck, talking 
low to one another, and looking aloft with a start 
every now and then, as the masts or yards give a 
extra crack. 

" Well ! this is packing on her," sa^^s one, layij 
an emphasis on the word " is." 

"Yes !" replies another; "and if our skip 
don't mind, it will be packing off her presenti 
with an emphasis on the word " off." " Right 
do I know these Cape gales," adds an ancient mai 
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ofiheSoiilli Sets; '^tiiej amdHe up in a minute; 
and, in answer for i% the eaptain will not eanyaail 
so long off Gape Agnilhaw, wlmi he has gone loond 
that hroBsy pobt as often as old Bill has.'' 

At this moment the tud J ?oiee of theeonmiander, 
long unwilling to lose any pari of the fiur wind, is 
at length hewd, gifing the rehietsnfe order, ** l^om 
the hands np^ shorten SMir The iready ehtfeer <^ 
feet, and the show of many heads at all the haleh« 
ways^ and peritapa the sound of a suppvossed laqgh 
amongst the men who have heen gomqung and 
wagering ahoat the gak^ give sufficient indication 
that this evohition has heen eoqweted ibr some time. 

<< All hands shorten sail r* calls oatthehoatswain, 
after a loader and sharper note than usnal frem. his 
pipe, winded not half the ordinary length of tim^ 
though twice as shrilly; for his object is to maikon 
the ears of the peqile the neoeasity oi unusual ex- 
pedition and exertifm. A derer and experienced 
person filling this important situation will soon teach 
the men to distinguiBh between the nurious notes of 
his call, though to unpractised ears the sounds might 
appear unraried. 

"Shorten sail! that's easier said than don^" 
growls forth some hard-up old cock. 

" No ! not a bit easier said than done," unex- 
pectedly obeenres the ci^itain, but quite good- 
humouredly, haying accidentaUy heard die seaman's 
remark. <'Not a bit, old feUow, if you and the young 
hands only work as smartly and cheerfully as I know 
you can do when you have a mind. Come, my lads, 
are you all ready forward V* 

It is a trying moment both for the sails and yards, 
when the order is actually given to commence 
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»bort«ning sail i if tbc pr&«ur@ fnmk the ivind lie 
ccmsiiiombli^, it U iie^i^isiu'y to bnvf^ mQtk stiidot«<] 
to lower nwaj tbc haulv arii^i and ease off tlie tacks 
at tlie proper moment, ia bile otbora gatbtr in tKo 
eails as tbey come flown, fluttering a little perhttpR, 
jF not carefiiUjr iiiiitiaged, but stiil quk^tly and easily, 
BiS well as c|iiicklj* Wben, bowev&r, tbe wind hm 
nmm to a pitch bevond ita due propoTtion to tho 
canv^ sprend, and th^ eaptfiiii*e nnxiety to make tbo 
moat of a fair wind Las terapted bira to (awry on too 
lon;^, tbe cauie becomes very difficidt, tlie ropea 
wbich keep tbe saikiii tbeir places contributing ako 
an icnportant share to tbc? support of tbo^C' »p«urs to 
wbieh t)je Bails are bent, or to wbi^rli tbej may be 
hauled out- Conacqu^atlj, tlie momont t}ie ropes 
alluded to, whicli are technically namcMl the haul- 
yards aod tacksj ar« ilacken^, the yards oiid boomsi 
b^ing suddenly deprived of th^iiSCs material aupports, 
are tci^ apt to be sprung, that 1% cxacked acros9| 
or oven carried away, wbich means being anapp^ 
Tight in two as abort as a carrot, to use Jack'ji very 
appropriate »imile. 

It ia quite true, that lowering away the eail and 
easting off the tat-k of a atuddjng-sail doea diminish 
tbc pressure of the sail on tbe spar, and, of course, 
both the yard and tbe boom have leas dufrf to per- 
form. Stilly the moment which suc4:«eds the order 
to *' Lower away V* ia eapecialiy trying to die 
nerves of the officer who ia C4irrying on tba duty, I 
Itavc not un frequently seen comparatively yeong 
oflicera handle the eailg and yards of a ship witt 
perfect ease, from their superior mechanical know* 
ledge, at ttniea when tbe oldest sailora on hoard 
wero pusjsled how to got things right, Ono officer. 
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\)r Instance, may direct the preparations for shorten- 
ing sail to be made according to the most orthodox 
rules laid down in Hamilton Moor's " Examination 
of a Young Sea Officer," and yet when he comes to 
^ve the fatal word, " Lower away ! haul down V* 
everything shall go wrong. The tack being eased 
3ff too soon, the spar breaks in the middle, and the 
poor topmast studding-sail is spitted like a lark on 
the broken stump of the boom, while the lower 
studding-sail, driven furiously forward by the squall, 
is pierced by the sprit-sail yard-arm, the cat-head, 
&nd the bumpkin ; or it may be wrapped round the 
bowsprit, like so much wet drapery in the inimitable 
Ohantrey's studio over the clay figure of an Indian 
bishop. 

** What the blue blazes shall I do next ?" moans 
the poor puzzled officer of the watch, who sees this 
sonfusion caused entirely by his own bad manage- 
ment. On such an occasion, a kind and considerate 
captain will perhaps &irly walk below, and so leave 
the mortified youth to get himself out of the scrape 
Eis he best can, and rather lose a small spar, or a 
bolt of canvas, than expose his officer to the humili- 
ation of having the task transferred to another; or 
he will edge himself near the embarrassed officer, 
ind, without the action being detected by any one 
3lse, whisper a few magical words of instruction in 
the young man's ear, by which the proper train of 
lirections are set agoing, and the whole confusion of 
ropes, sails, and yards, speedily brought into order, 
[f this fails, the hands are called, upon which the 
:?aptain himself, or more generally the first lieu- 
tenant, takes the trumpet; and the men, hearing 
the well-known, confident voice of skill, fly to the 
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proper poifttB^ *^ fnonlEe^r p»w*^ t)*e i^t eauk^ cl«*r 
the ropes, which an inafcwil before seemed iti«- 
tricgblr fonl* and in ft vory fi?w tmnutefl rediwe the 
whole dtawtcr to the dimeti^crtitt of a tomiBOD o^ 
eurrenee. ** Now, jow may caU the watcb,'' wip 
tbe ca^ilsiii; ftud the r&pm?«d officer ftgam tjikeii 
chATgo of the deck, I nwd hardly »a)% that aoj 
yoang' mftn of spirit ought rather U> wear blfl liftDiU 
to the bone in k^miny: his dnty, tban to expose 
bimaelf to gncb nionific^tioo ns thb^ 

Let 113, however, snppoBe all t)R> oxtm Kiil* taken 
in Hfithont acreident, and rtjUed tip mth aa ronfh 
luite a4 may he c^nBistcnt with Ihat good ord^r 
wMch ought ner^r to he relaxed tinder anj degrueaf 
tiifeiiGj. In fine weather, it w uhiuO to place tli© 
Btoddiiig-Baib in the rigging;^ witb all their ge»r 
bent, in rGiulinoas to be whipped up to the yanl-4irBi 
at a moment*fl warning j hut when n hrieezt^ mch m 
wii are now eonaidering 10 on the rise, it is thouf^ht 
beat to unborid the taekn and hntdyards, and to 5tow 
the fviilf^ Hi ^anm cunvenient place, either on tlie 
booms, between tJie boats, or in the hammoek-net- 
tifigs. For the Baine reason, the small saib ar&sent 
on dcckj together with flfl much top hamper as can 
Ruuliiy he mov^ed. These thingis are scsttwly 
hundletl up and liilcd out of the way before the ioag' 
o:(|)ected onler to reff topsails is smartlj giren out, 
and crowds of men are seen skipping up the tight 
weather-rigging, with a merry kind of alacrity^ 
which always makes a captain feel grateful to the 
fellows — I do not well know why ; for, as there is 
then no real danger, there seems nothing particn- 
larly praiseworthy in this common-place exertion. 
Perhaps the consciousness that a storm is coming 
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on, during which every nene on board may bo 
strained, makes the captain see with pleasure a 
show of activity which, under other circumstances, 
may he turned to trials of the utmost hardihood and 
daring. 

Be this as it may, the yards come sliding down 
the well-greased masts; the men lie out to the 
right and left, grasp the tumultuous canvas, drag 
out the earings, and tie the points, with as perfect 
deliberation as if it were a calm, only taking double 
pains to see that all is right and tight, and the reef- 
band straight along the yard. The order has been 
given to take in t£e second and third ree& only; 
but the men linger at their posts, expecting the 
further work which they know is necessary. The 
captain of the top, instead of moving in, continues to 
sit astride the spar, dangling his legs under the 
weather yard-arm with tlie end of the dose reef- 
caring in his hand, quite as much at his ease as any 
well-washed sea-bird that ever screamed defiance to 
a pitiless south-wester. 

Johnny's anticipations prove right, for the anxious 
commander, after gazing twice or thrice to wind- 
ward, again consulting his barometer, looking six or 
eight times at his watch in as many minutes, to 
ieam how many hours of daylight are yet above the 
horizon, and perhaps also stealing a professional 
opinion from his first lieutenant, an officer probably 
of much more technical experience than himself, 
decides upon close-reefing. If he be a man of sense, 
and wishes the work to be done quickly and well, 
lie must not now hesitate about starting the topsail 
slieets, and it will certainly be all the better if one 
or both the dew-lines be likewise haule.l close up. 
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Thi? mdiTiEail is now to h^^ takeii iii ; and m the 
method of jferforming tliia evolution Las long been 
iL subject of hot ctintrovemj' at »ea, I tako the op* 
portunitj of sajiiig, tliat Kalcouer a couplet,^ 

** Fnr he whQ stxitt» th.B tempefit ta disarm 
Will nvver DnC embroO tbc In 7&rd-&Tm," 

lias, in my opinion, donp a world of ntischlef^ and 
eplit many tlionsamlB of aailfi. 

If flt len^t, filead giiilty to having bc^n aadlvinb- 
Icd bv thia tiythority for many year?, since it waa 
only in tht? lost ^hip I comnmnded that I learned the 
true way to tak© in ih& mainsaLl when it blows hardf 
The host prsetic(? certainly is> to man both Lontlioes 
nnd the ke leeehlino well, aud thtn to haul tht^ tm 
flvw-garniit dofl© npj before atfirting the tack or slack- 
ing tlie bowline* By attending to thcae directions, tlie 
apar ie not only in stantineoujily relieved, but the lee^ 
ward half of tlie jsail walks sweetly and quit?tly up to 
the yard, without giving a einglo flap. After wbieli 
the weather-clew eonics up almost of itself^ and with- 
out risk or trouble. 

JMeanwhilc the ship is spinning along very neariy 
at the same rate as at first, though two-thirds of the 
cnnvas have been taken off her. These variations in 
f^peed are odd enough, and, at times, not easily ac- 
counted for. When the breeze first comes on, all 
sail set, and the water quite smooth, the ship can be 
Htcered on a straight course without any d[ifficalty, 
and she really seems to fly. When the log is hove, 
it is discovered, we shall suppose, that she is going 
eleven knots. Well, tlie wind increases, and in come 
the studding-sails ; but as the water is still smooth, 
the single-reefed topsails and topgallant-sails maybe 
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earned, though it is evident the ship is rather over- 
pressed, or, at all events, not another stitch of sail 
could be set. 

"Heave the log again, and see what she goes 
now ! " says the officer. " How much ?'* 

** Eleven knots and a-half^ sir/' replies the middy 
of the watch. 

Presently the sea rises, the masts bend, the ship 
begins to stagger along, groaning and creaking in 
every joint, under the severe pressure. The topsails 
are close-reefed to meet the increased wind; but 
still, as before, she is under quite as much canvas as 
she can possibly bear. 

** Heave the log now!'* again says the officer. 
** Ten knots !" reports the middy. 

By-and-bye the courses are reefed, and before dark 
the mainaail is rolled up, the fore and mizen topsails 
Landed, and the top-gallant yards sent on deck. The 
sea has now risen to a disagreeable height, and the 
steering, in spite of every care, becomes wilder and 
much more diifficult; and as the ship forges into the 
breast of the waves, or rises with a surge not much 
less startling, her way seems deadened for the mo- 
ment, till she bounds up again on the top of the sea, 
to woo, as it were, the embraces of the rattling gale. 
The storm is not slow to meet this rude invitation ; 
while, if the ropes, sails, and masts, be all wet, as 
they generally are in such a breeze, it is difficult to 
conceive any tones more gruff and unsentimental than 
the sounds of this boisterous courtship. 

In line-of-battle ships, and even in frigates, the 
close-reefed main-topsail and foresail may be carried, 
for a very long time, when going nearly before the 
wind; and indeed it is the best seamanship to crack 
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on btr; for wlion the gale ni?f« t« it» bigbeflt jiitoli, 
and the rc&s fullow m gix'nt beight, tli^y £irc? a^pt to 
t^ntX h\t\y ou boarJ, and plu]? tine pranks alaoj^r the 
docka^ eiren if ttie rlolfini'^ of the blow on the quarter 
4o not broa*-!! tJie whip to, that is, twiet her heAcl 
round t^wanltt the wmd in eueb a wmy that the ne:xt 
Fii^ shrdL break over ber gangway, and m all proba- 
h\]itj flw^^cp aw»T the mastet. In «malj vessf-k it 
be4!0fliei a most anxioui)! period of the gak' when liia 
Be« bas got up m inueb tbjit it is diifi<;uk ta at<fcr 
itewdUy, and when the wind blows ao stroti|r that 
enough sail eannot be carried ti> keep tlie ihip suJ- 
ticjentlj ahead of the vvuvei*, except at tbc Hj»k of 
ti^iringj the masts awav* Wben the reqniaite degree 
of Bpwd cannot be aetur£*ib the iiieritabJL* cook- 
quc^nee, sooner or later, ift, that a monstroiiB pea- 
green solid sea walks mmt uneeromoniouslj on btTard, 
aver the taffraiU and dashes along: the decks like thope 
hnge debacles, of which aome gcolog iets so ooatidently 
\ni\ni out the traces on the eartVa eurfaco. 

I never happened actually to witness a catastrophe 
of this kind on the great scale, though I have seen 
one or two smartish gales in my time. Indeed the 
most serious evils I recollect to have been present at 
occurred on board the Volage, on the very passage 
to India which I am now describing. The following 
are the words in which these incidents are noticed 
in my journal : — 

" On the 13th of July, off the Cape of Good Hope, 
in the midst of a heavy winters gale, our worAy 
I)assenger, Sir Evan Nepean, governor of Bombay, 
was thrown down the ladder, by the violent rolling 
of the ship ; and another gentleman, the Baron Tuyll, 
tiitj bcst-natured and deservedly popular passenger I 
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ever saw afloat, was very nearly washed out of liis 
cot by a sea which broke into the stem windows of 
the captain's cabin." 

I have often enough been close to wars and rumours 
of wars, but was never in a regular sea-fight; and 
though I have also witnessed a few shipwrecks and 
disasters, I never was myself in much danger of 
what might be honestly called a lee shore ; neither 
is it my good fortune to be able to recount, from per- 
sonal knowledge, any scenes of hardship or suffering 
from hunger, cold, or any other misery. My whole 
professional life, in short, has been one of such com- 
parative ease and security, that I cannot now re- 
member ever going far beyond twenty-four hours 
without a good bdlyful. Still I have often been 
forced to take a high degree of interest in formidable 
adventures of this kind, from their happening in fleets 
of which my own ship formed a part, or from these 
incidents including among the sufferers persons to 
whom I was attached. 

In the year 1815, 1 accompanied a convoy of home- 
ward-bound Indiamen from Ceylon, and a right merry 
part of the voyage it was while we ran down a couple 
of thousand miles of the south-east trade-wind; for 
these hospitable floating nabobs, the East India cap- 
tains, seldom let a day pass without feasting one 
another; and we, their naval protectors, came in for 
no small share of the good things, for which we could 
make but a poor return. Along with our fleet, there 
sailed from Ceylon a large ship, hired as a transport 
by Government to bring home invalid soldiers. Tlicre 
were about 500 souls in her; of these a hundred 
were women, and more than a hundred children. I 
was accidentally led to take a particular interest in 
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this ill^&tMi TCBsel, from tl\e circumstanee of there 
being ^-Qiar fine \vay» on bdarti, ^ons af a militiuy 
fricnJ of niiiic at Pulut <k' GaJk^ 1 l*ad bfconie io 
wcjl jicquiiiitted witL the parents of tbese poor hitle 
fellows during^ my fTeijuent Tisiti to CeyJon^ that one 
day, before aaihng^ I [ilnyfuElj oHere<l to take a couple 
Cif the hoyB ia my brig, the Victofj an eighteen*gtitt 
ubip of war; but a« [ c«uld n»>t accommofljite the 
i,vholi3 ^milvif the parents, who weri3 obliged to rc- 
niaid (khr4iath ft^U uu\TiUJng to Bepomte the children, 
s^sis ! and my QBter was deelitied. 

Off we all saUctl, und rwiched the neighboiirhaod 
of the Cope without enconntcritig anj-thing in tlie 
way of an adventnre; there, however, commenced 
the disastf^rs of the unfortunate Arnij»t4>r], as this 
trnn export waa callt'd* Bh^ had no ebronnmeter on 
iMiard; a moat eul[jabk* and prepo!iti.^roaa omisaioa 
in the outfit of a aiiip deatined for such a voyage. 
The master told Eio that ho Mmself was not in dr- 
c'umwt-incea to piirchnRie so exp2 naive an instrument 
the eoat of n ^f}0\] fbri>nn-T7iotor being nt h}3.st Hfty 
or sixty guineas, and that the owners considered the 
expense needless. He also stated that on his re- 
monstrating still more, and urging upon these gen- 
tlemen that their property would be ten times more 
secure if he were furnished with the most approved 
means of taking good care of it, he was given to 
understand, that, if he did not choose to take the ship 
to sea without a chronometer, another captain could 
easily be found who would make no such new-&ngled 
Hcruples. The poor master shrugged his shoulders, 
and said he would do his best; but having often 
rounded the Cape, he knew the difficulties of the 
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navigation, when there was nothing but the dead 
reckoning to trust to. 

During our passage from Ceylon, it wa« the prac- 
tice every day, at one o'clock, for the Indiamen, as 
irell as the men-of-war, to make signals showing the 
longitude of each ship by chronometer. Thus we 
had all an opportunity of comparing the going of our 
respective time-keepers, and thus, too, the master of 
the Arniston was enabled to learn his place so accu- 
rately, that if he had only kept company with his 
friends the Indiamen, each of whom was provided 
with at least four or five chronometers, the deficiency 
in his equipment might never have led to the dread- 
ful catastrophe which speedily followed the loss of 
this assistance. 

It was late in the month of May when we reached 
the tempestuous regions of the Cape; and we were 
not long there before a furious gale of wind from the 
westward dispersed the fleet, and set every one adrift 
upon his own resources. The poor Arniston was seen 
at sunset, on the day the gale commenced, with most 
of her sails split, but not otherwise in danger, for 
she had a good offing, and the wind was not blowing 
on shore. Three heavy gales followed in such quick 
succession during the next week, that not only the 
ordinary course, but the velocity of the current waa 
changed, and instead of running, as it almost always 
does, to the westward, it set, on the days in question, 
to the south-eastward. According to the most mode- 
rate allowance for the current, all circumstances being 
taken into consideration, any navigator might &irly 
have supposed that, in the five days which elapsed 
from the 24th of May to the 28th inclusive, his ship 
would have been drifted to the westward by the cur- 
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renfc at least n hundretl miles* Oor ohronometcni^ 
however, diHtintJtly bIiowihI u» that wc had bt^n car- 
ried, noti as itisua.1, to the w^tward^ but actually to 
the eofitwanl, a dii^titiee of more ttmn a hundrc'd 
milcB; 10 ibat^ in U-i^ than ^ week, there occurred 
upwiirds of two hiin dried milfeifl of en"or in the dead, 
reckon uig^. 

The miOStcr of the AmiAton, doubtless* after tnakiti^ 
eTGty allowance, according to the he«t autboritie% 
iwjd working by the most exact ndce of Diirigation of 
which be eould amil himself, liaturallj inf<?n"e<i that 
his ahip wrw i?iere than a hundreti tnilea to the west- 
ward of the Cape, and he probably considered bimsi?!! 
justified in bearing up before ft south -eASterly galf, 
and steering, as he Md so much reason to suppDM 
he wafl doiti^j, atraight for St. Helen Ji- 
lt is Tory importiint to TiemaTk, in passing, to pro- 
feasional men, tliat no ahip off the Cape, and under 
any eircumntanoeis ought ever to bear up, without 
first healing the deep eea-lead, Jf soundmL'''' nn? 
obtained on the Bank, it is a sure symptom that the 
sl)ip is not sufficiently advanced to the westward to 
enable her to steer with safety to the north-north- 
westward for St. Helena. It is clear the ship in 
question must have omitted this precaution. 

All that is known of this fatal shipwreck is simply 
that the Arniston, with a flowing sheet, and going 
nine knots, ran among the breakers in Stray's Bay, 
nearly a hundred miles to the eastward of the Cape. 
The masts went instantly by the board, and the sea, 
which broke completely over all, tore the ship to 
pieces in a few minutes ; and out of her whole crew, 
passengers, women, and children, only half-a-dozen 
seamen reached the coast alive. All tiiese could tell 
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was, tliat they bore up and made all sail for St. 
Helena, judging themselves well round the Cape. 
This scanty information, however, was quite enough 
to establish the important fact that this valuable 
ship, and all the lives on board of her, were actually 
sacrificed to apiece of short-sighted economy. That 
they might have been saved, had she been supplied 
with the worst chronometer that was ever sent to 
sea, is also quite obvious. I am sure practical men 
will agree with me, that, in assuming sixty seconds 
a-day as the limit of the uncertainty of a watch's 
rate, I have taken a quantity four or five times greater 
than there was need for. Surely no time-keeper 
that was ever sold as such by any respectable watch- 
maker for more than thir^ or forty guineas, has 
been found to go so outrageously ill as not to be 
depended upon for one week, within less than ten or 
fifteen seconds a-day. And as I have shown that a 
chronometer whose rate was uncertain, even to an 
extent five or six times as great as this, would have 
saved the Amiston, any Airther comment on such 
precious economy is needless. 





CHAPTEH XV. 

BUOOESTIOXS T0V,iBBS OOJCOneHlKCJ TBI 
NUMBEE ANP SSTEarrr of NAVAI* PfTXISH- 
MENTS* 

TBUST thatmort of my broth er*i3ifficciB 
\Tho tave commfta*Je4 fthips can li^ tMr 
lasHidrf apon thdr hearts sujd mwiecien- 
tioasTy declare tboj bavo never inflicted 
riii uDJaat puniahment. I can only coofesa wiih 
inuch eorrowp tbat I, unfortunate! j, am not of tirnt 
nmiibt r. But rb mpre regret on such oeca^ions con- 
itibnt™ n oil I in^r towards remcdving the erib com- 
rriUh'tl, I hjiYo lonfi- cmplojed my thoughts in dc- 
vi^iDg some jilan wliicli might lesson th<* number of 
punishments at sea, and thus, perhaps, save others 
from tlie remorse I have felt, while it might tend to 
relieve the service from the discredit of an improper 
decfree of severity in its penal administration. 

Before proceeding to the main point under con- 
sideration, the diminution of the number and the 
degree of punishments on board ship, I must entreat 
officers not to allow themselves to be misled by the 
very miscliievous fallacy of supposing that any of 
tlio various substitutes which have yet been proposed 
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for corporal punishment are one whit less severe 
than those so long established. It is well known to 
officers of experience that this powerful engine of 
discipline may be rendered not only the most effec- 
tive, but essentially the most lenient, and when duly 
reported and checked, far more likely to contribute 
to the peace and comfort of the men themselves, 
than any of the specious but flimsy substitutes 
alluded to. Solitary coniBnement, for example, I take 
to be one of the most cruel, and, generally speaking, 
one of the most unjust of all punishments ; for it is in- 
capable of being correctly measured, and it almost 
always renders the oflender worse. It prompts him, 
and gives him time to brood over revengeful purposes ; 
it irritates him against his officers, and if long con- 
tinued almost inevitably leads to insanity and suicide. 
AU the beneficial eflects of example, likewise, are 
necessarily lost ; because the solitary culprit's suffer- 
ings, horrible though they no doubt are, never meet 
the eye of the rest of the crew, nor, indeed, can 
they ever be truly made known to them, while he 
himself, when he quits his cell, makes light of his 
punishment. But not one man in a thousand, even 
of our hardiest spirits, can maintain this air of in- 
difierence at the gangway. And although it must 
be admitted that a man, at such moments, can feel 
no great kindness to his officer, the transient nature 
of the punishment, compared to the prolonged 
misery of solitary confinement, leaves no time for 
discontent to rankle. I never once knew, nor ever 
heard of an instance in which a corporal punish- 
ment, administered calmly and with strict regard 
to justice and established usage, was followed by 
any permanent ill-will resting on the mind of a 
11 
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»aiLor« either tewarda liis oaptaim or towards the 
aen'we. 

It happ^ncfl to Die onoei ^bc^n in commaml of a 
ftliip in the Piif ifie Ocean, to Imro occasion to putiieli 
a ven,' piod et^maOr The offence was in some de- 
pree a doubtful one, hut, upon tlie whole, I felt it my 
ilntY to porreet it rather sluirply. On mature le- 
flection, howovt^r, I hcgan to tituapeet I ha J dene 
wrongs and on joining the t:'Otnmaiider'^ii]*chieC 
aome Yfeoks afterwarda, I laid alt the circumnstunccf 
of the case ht^fore him, aid hoggCfJ Mm to toll ma 
iiwh what he thought. He examined the details 
mintitL^ljf cro^a-qnt^stioncd me about tbem, and, 
after some deiibenationt aaidi that ^Itbougb I had 
the letter of tbe Jaw with u^ie, 1 bajd acted hastily, 
which in thia instance waa ncting unjoatly j fbr bad 
I wmted a little, the trtie bearings of the eaae miiet, 
bo thought, bare made themselves apparent. Thia 
jud^nent of Sir Thomaa Hardy a(|uared buttooweU 
ivitli my own feelings u|)on f he matter, and doubled 
tlie shame I was already suffering under. From 
that hour to tliis, I have never ceased to catch with 
eagerness at any suggestion which I thought might 
contribute to save deserving men from a similar mis- 
fortune, and well-disposed officers from the fatal 
enors of precipitancy. A little incident has perhi^ 
liad its effect in quickening these speculative ideas 
into a practical shape. 

Several years after the period alluded to, I hap- 
])ened to be sailing about Spithead in a gentleman's 
vnelit, when a man-of-war's cutter came alongside. 
As no officer bad been sent in tbe boat, the message 
was delivered by the coxswain, whom I did not re- 
cognize as an old shipmate till be came to me aft, 



AN OLD SHIPMATE, 243 

took off his hat, and held out his hand. I then re- 
collected the face of the seaman I had unjustly 
punished ! To all appearance he had entirely for- 
gotten the circumstance: but the commodore's 
words, " You ought to have let that man off," rang 
in my ears, and my heart smote me as I felt the 
honest fellow's grasp. " I shall never rest," I after- 
wards vowed to myself, " till I have succeeded in 
suggesting some regulations which, as far as possible, 
shall prevent other officers from falling into the same 
error." 

. It seems to be now generally admitted, by all who 
have attended to the subject, that ever since the 
period when it became the duty of captains to make 
periodical reports to the Admiralty of the cor- 
poral punishments inflicted, those punishments have 
gradually decreased. Meanwhile the discipline has 
gone on improving; and therefore it becomes a 
matter of much practical importance to investigate 
the true bearings of a measure by which such m- 
valuable results have been brought about. It should 
never be forgotten, that there is an absolute ne- 
cessity for maintaining the present strictness of our 
discipline, which is one of the most essential sources 
of naval success; and, next to the spirit of honour 
and patriotism which pervades the profession, it may 
be considered the very life-blood of that branch of 
our national strength* But there are two very dif- 
ferent methods by which this vital object of exact 
discipline may be accomplished : one is the preven- 
tion, the other the punishment, of offences. Somo 
officers have endeavoured to do away with corporal 
punishment altogether; and some, on the other hand, 
have had recourse to hardly anything else. The just 
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vtHHi <>f tlie two PutezEiA wlU, I IwlieTi^ In ^ 
pf tferm d^e p«»lwl faWc ■errk'e, at t^ h^ 

Afitecedeui to inne ISll, tbe date of tM 
bj vhidi uffie^rt in toinisian4 of sliiiw wvc ra[ 
t«i eom) quautetlT retami of pmiur 
fnii^tjf iheri! «» Uttle ctr no n 
desportic ftvlboritj of die captBtii, w Hr i 
puniahmeiitis wcte ooacrroetL And It 
the rt;e«Moctioii of ercij fPDC wIkp &erre4 im 
d^iyw, Ihml caplmlmt, not r^lj crael U/ nalun 
more iateiopermte tiswi the oHitiary nm 00 
were sometimes ledl^ hy the tnt^e indulg^noe ( 
liiiiit<?d .md uusenitinised autbftiity, to use ft 4 
of jief eritj- not onlj o«t of proper i 
crime, but, by fk^oti of its que^bimblc ji 
buitful to tbe dlec]|»litie of th<^ shfpfi, And i 
general cbaractcT of tbe serriee. Sm^ii tbingf 
alfl^ possibly liare bafipened eren of Ute yemat 
certainly, they have \yet}n tii«ch less fri^quciit 
nl though DO Ailmimlty re^Jationa «in cooirerta 
lipaded captain into a cool, txperienccd, orrefle 
person, nevertheless, it does seem to be 
within the legitimate range of official power, to 
pel all intemperate officers, whether young oi 
to behave, as far as their nature will allow, i 
same manner as men of sense, feeling, and thor 
knowledge of the service would act in like cir 
stances. 

It is a rule, now very generally obsenred b 
best authorities in the Navy, never to punisb a 

• The recent instructions i5»iied by the Board of 1 
ralty would have gratified Captain Hall had he li 
read them ; harmonizing as they do with the system 
eurnestly advocates. 
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on the day tlie offence has been committed. And 
experience having shown the wisdom of this delay, 
there seems no reason why so simple a rule should 
not be established imperatively upon every captain 
without exception. 

It is important, in discussing the subject of naval 
discipline, to recollect under what peculiar and try- 
ing circumstances the captain of a man-of-war is 
placed, and how much he stands in need not only of 
every assistance that can possibly be afforded to 
guide his judgment, but of every artificial check that 
can be devised to control his temper. As he is 
charged with the sole executive government of the 
community over which he presides, he i« called 
upon to exercise many of the legislative, as well as 
the judicial functions of his little kingdom. Having 
made laws in the first instance, he ha» to act the 
part of a judge in the interpretation of those laws; 
while, in the very next instant, he may stand in the 
place of a jury to determine the £icts of the case, 
and of a counsel to cross-question the witnesses. To 
this strange jumble of offices is finally added the 
fearful task of allotting the punishment, and seeing 
it carried into effect ! If ever there was a situation 
in the world, therefore, requiring all the aids of de- 
liberation, and especially of that sobriety of thought 
which a night's rest can alone bestow, it is surely in 
the case of a captain of a man-of-war. And if this 
rule has been found a good one, even by prudent and 
experienced officers, who, it appears, never trust 
themselves to punish a man without twenty-four 
hours' delay at least, how much more important 
might not such a regulation prove, if less discreet 
I)ersons were compelled to adopt invariably a similar 
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counae of dellheTOtion ? Nor does it appear probiililt* 
tbs^ in the whole compJii'Stt^ range of tii^r service, 
riiPPta will often cKi-ear whcd it« tnie inU-r^st^ tuAj 
not lie lifi'tteT aniSwered by pyniahmcnta inflii?ted 
atler lutb delay, tban If tlie Ti?iilitv or tbe ^c^mblaDoe 
of p&s&ion, or pven tbc aiight^jiftt ,^iispi<-ion of anger, 
were allowed to interfcf© with the purity of ^av^ 
jwstieo. It i« eo difficulty ii]di^j to detaeli the ap- 
pEaimnce of vindictiio WflLnutli from puninhineots 
which nrp roiuie to ffjUoir quickly Qller the offence, 
tJiKt in iill «ueh eatjos there is great diiti ger incurretj 
«f tuflic'tlTiig much pain tolittie or no puqjone* 

In tho hrat place, therefore, I consider Jt might 
be very ftdvantag^uttly ^^ptablishod, by a poslttre 
ortler from the Admlmlty, that one wbole daj, or 
twenty-foar hqura cotnpl<>te, shonld, in erc-ry in- 
stance, be allowed to elapse between the inveati^tion 
of an oiTcni'o, And the infliction of the puni^ibment 
which it may be tliought to deserve. The interral 
in qne&tion, to be of nae, should take its date from 
t lie time the circuinctiidces of tlie ojiho have been 
inquired into by the captain himself. The reason of 
this limitation wiU be apparent, if it be recollected 
that the moment at which the officer's anger is 
likely to be the greatest, is when he first becomes 
acquainted with the details of the offender's miscon- 
duct. 

In order still further to circumscribe the chances 
of passion interfering with the judgment, not only of 
tlie captain, but of the officer who makes the com- 
plaint, as well as the witnesses and other parties 
concerned, I think it should be directed, that all 
offences whatsoever are to be inquired into between 
nine o'clock in the morning and noon. This is per- 
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haps the only period in the whole day perfectly free 
from suspicion as to the influence of those exciting 
causes which tend materially to warp the judgment, 
even of the wisest and best men. The ship's com* 
pany take their dinner and grog at mid-day, and the 
officers dine soon after. To those who have wit- 
nessed in old times the investigation and punish- 
ment of offences immediately aft^ the cabin dinner, 
the importance of this regulation will require no 
further argument. At any other period of the day, 
except that above specified, the irritation caused by 
&tigue, hunger, or repletion, is so apt to interfere 
with the temper, and consequently with the judg- 
ment, that it should never be chosen for so delicate 
an a^r as an inquiry into details which may be fol- 
lowed by so dreadful a consequence as corporal 
punishment. 

It is undoubtedly true, that the essential cha- 
racteristics of naval discipline are, and ought to be, 
promptitude of action, and that vigorous kind of 
decision which leads to certainty of purpose at all 
times, and under all circumstances. But these very 
qualities are valueless, unless they are regulated by 
justice. Without this, a man-of-war would very 
soon become worse than useless to the country, be- 
sides being what a ''slack ship" has been emphatically 
termed, " a perfect hell afloat ! " 

Independently of every other consideration, it is 
assuredly most desirable to establish throughout the 
fleet the conviction, that, although the punishment 
of flogging, which has prevailed for so long a time, 
cannot possibly be discontinued, it shall be exercised 
with a due regard to the offence, and without any 
added severity on personal grounds. It is difficult 



to oxTcna inc popiuarii}' oi inc narai aer 
out the countr}'. 

There are some minor details, in mAi 
alK>Tc Buprffestionfl, Trhich it may be nc 
8i<1er in connection with them. AH 
Rhoiild take place between the hours of 
morning and noon, for the reasons hint 
If possible, also, not more than one di 
nllowed to elapse after the inquiry; f 
th(>re is alwa,>'8 something like passion i 
ment which is too prompt, there may, 
hand, frequently appear something aki: 
tivoness in one which has been delayi 
detuls of the offence are well-nigh forg 
captain should avoid prononncing, eithi 
immediately after the inrestigation of ax 
opinion on the case; much of its infli 
be destroyed if the captain were to con 
by threats made in the moment of greate 
he might be apt to follow up, when a 
made in anger, to show his consistency. 

I could relate many instances of inju 

frnm -nr/vMnifnTiPv in a'wnr/lmcr nnnialimi 
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tlie signal was made from the large to the small 
sliip to chase in a particular direction, implying that 
a strange sail was seen in that quarter. The look- 
out man at the maintop-mast-head of the frigate 
was instantly called down by the captain, and severely 
punished on the spot, for not haying discovered and 
reported the stranger before the flag-ship had made 
the signal to chase. 

The unhappy sufferer, who was a very young hand, 
unaccustomed to be aloft, had merely taken his turn 
at the mast-head with the rest of the ship's company, 
and could give no explanation of his apparent neglect. 
Before it was too late, however, the officer of the 
wat<;h ventured to suggest to the captain, that pos- 
sibly the difference of height between the masts of 
the two ships might have enabled the look-out man 
on board the admiral to discover the stranger, when 
it was physically impossible, owing to the curvature 
of the earth, that she could have been seen on board 
the frigate. No attention, however, was paid to this 
remark, and a punishment due only to crime, or to 
a manifest breach of discipline, was inflicted. 

The very next day, the same officer, whose re- 
monstrance had proved so ineffectual, saw the look- 
out man at the flag-ship's mast-head again pointing 
out at a strange sail. The frigate chanced to be 
placed nearly in the direction indicated; consequently 
she must have been somewhat nearer to the stranger 
than the line-of-battle ship was. But the man sta- 
tioned at the frigate's mast-head declared he could 
distinguish nothing of any stranger. Upon this the 
officer of the watch sent up the captain of the main* 
top, an experienced and quick-sighted seaman, who, 
having for some minutes looked in vain in every 
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<lireetion, juacrt^il poaitivtJv llmt there irai no 
in ijght i'rutia thsit dutiitba, Itwa^ tlius reis 
certain, or at all events ki^hlly probable^ tlu^ 
pr&cipitate tusmtenco q( the dav befbro had 
unjuBt ; fbr, tinder etrctrnistaticc^ ovon Less favoua 
it appeared tbat tlie pcior fulJow cuuld not bv ] 
bilily have Ac^eti tlie strADger^ for uoi Bi^t deta 
which he was. punislied ! 

I must gWii the coDclufiion of thts psirnfyl eti 
tlie worJfl of my informant, the ofiictT ef the ci« 
*• I reported alt this to the eaptaia of the 9hi{} 
iratchwl the eiFect. lie soemed on the poi 
ockDowleJ^D^ that hia heart smote him ; but 
premled, and it waa hardy lui cjacubtiea 
«Beapod. So much for angry feeUnga gettiiw 
better of judgment ! '* 

The following" ani?<!dot0 will help to relityt 
dUagreGable impression caused hy the inctden 
rokted, without oblifcerating the Etalntnry reftcc 
wlikh it acoms calculated to trace on the mil 
every well-disposed officer. 

Three sailors, belonging to the watering-pai 
a man-of-war on a foreign station, were discos 
by their officer to have strayed from the well at v 
the casks had been filled. These men, it app 
instead of assisting in rolling the heavy buttf 
puncl)eon8 across the sand, preferred indulging t 
selves in a glass of a most insidious tipple, < 
JVIistela in Spanish, but very naturally " transm 
fiod" by the Jacks into Miss Taylor. The offis: 
being dragged out of the pulperia, were consij 
without inquiry, to the launch, though they 
been absent only a few minutes, and were st 
enough for work. The officer of the boat, how 
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happening to be an iron-hearted disciplinarian, who 
overlook^ nothing, and forgave no one, would not 
permit the men to rejoin the working party, or to 
touch a single cask ; but when the boat returned to 
the ship, had the three offenders put in irons. 

When these circumstances were reported to the 
captain in the course of the day, so much acrimony 
was imparted to his account by the officer, that the 
captain merely said, '* I shall be glad if you will 
defer stating this matter more fully till to-morrow 
morning, after break&st ; take the night to think of 
it." To-morrow came, and the particulars being 
again detailed, even more strongly and pointedly, by 
the officer, the captain likewise became irritated, and 
under the influence of feelings highly excited had 
almost ordered the men up for immediate punish- 
ment. Acting, however, upon a rule which he had 
for some time laid down, never to chastise any one 
against whom he felt particularly displeased without 
at least twenty-four hours' delay, he desired the 
matter to stand over till the following morning. 

In the meantime, the men in confinement, know- 
ing that their offence was a very slight one, laid 
their heads together, and contrived, by the aid of 
the purser's steward, to pen a supplicatory epistle to 
the captain. This document was conveyed to its des- 
tination by his servant, a judicious fellow. Though it 
proved no easy matter to decipher the hieroglyphics, 
it appeared evident that there were extenuating cir- 
cumstances which had not been brought forward. 
The only remark, however, which the captain made 
was, that the letter ought not to have been brought 
to him ; and that his sen'ant was quite out of order, 
in being accessory to any proceeding so irregular. 



aja A CASE FOE P All DON. 

The Ptcwiircl took the hint, and TecomTn(?nded tlii 
pnHoriertt to jippc^ to the com plain iog officer, Ac 
conlingly, x^t^X t\sK\\ Tvhen the oiptain went on d<?e| 
tbai pcrsoD came up and said,^ — 

*' I hare recetreci a stranj^e Ic^ttcr* «Ir^ from thcs 
tliTCC ftfUows whom I complamed of jestpnlaj ; ba 
wKiit tliov say does tiot alk^r my opmion in tbt?. Ic^&U^ 

"It docft mine, howover," obacfrrocl the i?aptalii 
af^r bo bad spoiled through it, ^st if for the fin 
time* 

" leideed, sirP* exebiime*! tbe other j abiding, *' 
hope ynn woo^t let th^in off,'* 

*" I UA\ JOK whnt it ii/* quietly remarked the cap 
tftin, ** I would muc*h futher you lot them off tb« 
tbat I aboiilJ ; far it strikoe mo, that all the iifiofii 
cuds of diaeipline will be much better served, nm 
your hands, aa well as mine, eB^ntiaLly strengthened 
byioor takit3|r the initiatire in tbis buaineaa inateai 
of me. Mj julv[i36 to yi>u, tberoforep ifl, that what 
1 jEfO below you send for tbe men, and efty tt* then 
v-iii linvi' r»vi.l tfiiMi- ^fsttf-TTU'Tit, rihil fluit, nhlioijrrb J 
does by no means excuse, it certainly explains, anc 
80 far extenuates, tlieir offence, that you feel dispose* 
to try what your influence with the captain can d" 
to get them off altogether." 

" I do not see the force of your reasoning,' 
answered the offended oflScer; "nor can I conscien 
tiously trifle with the service in the manner proposed 
I tliouglit at first, and I still think, that these me 
ought to be punished; and, as far as I am concemec 
tliey certainly shall not escape/' 

" Well, well," cried the captain, " you will not, 
hope, deny that I am the best judge of what is rigl 
and fitting to be done on board this ship; and 1 1€ 
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you again, that I consider the discipline will be better 
served by your being the mover in this ease, than by 
iny taking the ai&ir, as you wish me to do, entirely 
out of your hands. Will you do as I suggest ? " 

" I beg your pardon, sir, but really I cannot, con- 
sistently with my sense of duty, adopt the course you 
propose. I think it right to insist, as far as I can 
with propriety, on these men being punished." 

*' Turn the hands up for punishment, then I" said 
the captain to the first lieutenant, who had been 
walking on the other side of the deck during this 
colloquy; "and let the three prisoners be brought 
on deck." 

The gratings were soon rigged under the mizen- 
stay — the quarter-masters placed with their seizings 
on either side — ^the boatswain and his mates (with 
the terrible weapons of naval law barely concealed 
under their jackets) arranged themselves in a group 
round the mast — ^while the marines, with fixed bayo- 
nets and shoulder arms, formed across the quarter- 
deck J and the ship's company, standing in two double 
rows, lined the sides of the deck. Not the slightest 
sound could be heard ; and a person coming on deck 
blindfolded might have thought the ship lay in dock, 
without a soul on board. 

In the middle of the open space before the hatch- 
way stood the three culprits, with their hats off, and 
their eyes cast down in hopeless despair; but, to all 
outward appearance, firm and unmoved. 

When all was declared ready, the first lieutenant 
descended to the cabin, but returned again almost 
immediately, followed closely by the captain, in his 
cocked hat and sword, grasping in one hand the well- 
known roll of paper containing the articles of war, and 
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in the otlier the iiinMtcr-iit-artTis' report of priBoaors. 
Every IjtRtl w»» uncoTennl at hia app^am&ce; and 
OS hc) lifted hia liat iti Mmwt^r to tbk Balute, he laid 
it on the cfipfiCani Hifrainpi't which h^ leEtned ivhil^ 
ruafjing the artido midcr wbit^li the delinqaents had 

** Now," said he, nddroHsiug the three priaooers, 
" you have Ijcen found gnWiy wf nn offonco against 
the good order and discipline of thiB ship, which 
eftttDOt be perKiittc'fJ, and whieh must positJTely be 
put u etop to. lIiT<?tofort* it has cot occurred, and I 
ti'U^at this wiU be the last case. Do jou admit tb^ 
yon deserve jiunishment f " ^ 

Ho aLitHvrijr. 

*^£^0e joii anything to adrwtice whj you 
DOl^fMflKedr' 

The feltoifa Jio^lfcd one another, scraped the deck 
with their feet, fiimbled with their bata and waist- 
ban da, and muttered something about "a letter they 
bail wntteii to the officer what reported them*" 

■' f.ott-'M-!" <^NdniN!Ml TbfM--n^it;iin ; *' IH mo-'^fr it." 

Tlie epistle being handed to the captain, he read it 
aloud to the assembled ship's company, who bstened 
with all their ears. At the conclusion, he folded it 
up, and, turning to the officer, asked, — 

** What have you to say to this ? " 

" Nothing, sir — nothing," was the obdurate reply. 

" Well now, my lads," observed the captain to the 
crow, after a pause of several minutes, " I shall give 
you a chance. These fellows appear, by their own 
confession, to have done what they knew to be wrong; 
aiul accordingly, as you perceive, they have brought 
themselves close aboard of the gangway. It would 
sciTC them all perfectly right to give each of them a 
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good sound punishment. But I am willing to hope, 
that if I forgire them on your account — ^that is to 
say, if I let them off in consideration of the good 
conduct of the ship's company, and in confidence of 
your all behaving well in future — ^they will be quite 
as much disp9sed to exert themselves to recover their 
characters, as if they had tasted the bitterness of the 
gangway : at all events, I'll try them and you for 
once. Pipe down ! " 

It is only necessary to state further, that for 
nearly a year afterwards there occurred no instance 
of drunkenness or neglect at the watering parties. 

There is one other point of importance in this 
discussion, and as it seems to possess a considerable 
analogy in its bearing to the suggestions already 
thrown out, it may possibly have greater weight in 
conjunction with diem than if it were brought for- 
ward alone. In every system of penal jurisprudence 
it seems to be of the first importance to let it bo 
felt that the true degradation lies more in the crime 
itself than in the expiatory punishment by which it 
is followed. Whenever this principle is not duly 
understood, punishments lose half their value, while 
they are often virtually augmented in severity. The 
object of all punishments is evidently to prevent the 
recurrence of offences, either by others or by the 
offender himself. But it is not, by any means, in- 
tended that he should not have a full andfiiir chance 
allowed him for a return to virtue. The very instant 
punishment is over, he should be allowed to start 
afresh for his character. If a man is never to have 
Ill's offence or his chastisement forgotten, he can 
hardly be expected to set seriously about the rc- 
cstablishment of his damaged reputation. 



the severity of its consequences ; and every g 
minded officer must feel that a poor seami 
he has been compelled, by a sense of duty, t 
at the gangway, instead of being kept d< 
need of some extra assistance to place him 
the footing he occupied before he commi 
offence. If this be not granted him, it h 
mockery to say that he has any fair chance ii 
It might, therefore, I think, be very useft 
imperative upon the captain, at some shoi 
after a punishment has taken place (say on 
muster-day), and when the immediate irritat 
have gone off, to call the offender publicly 
and in the presence of the whole ship's < 
give him to understand that, as he had now 
the punishment which, according to the ral( 
senice, his offence merited, both the one 
other were, from that time forward, to be 
forgotten ; and that he was now fully at 1 
begin his course anew. I can assert, froi 
experience, that the beneficial effects of this 
arc very creat. 
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BOMBAY. 




) ABLY on the morning of the 11th of 
August, 1812, we first made the coast of 
Asia ; and, on steering towards the shore, 
discovered, close under the land, a single 
sail, as white as snow, of a cut quite new to our sea- 
manship, and swelled out with the last faint airs of 
the land-breeze, which, in the night, had carried us 
briskly along shore. As we came nearer, we observed 
that the boat, with her head directed to the north- 
ward, was piled half-mast high with fruits and 
vegetables, cocoa-nuts, yams, plantains, intended 
evidently for the market of Bombay. The water lay 
as smooth as that of a lake ; so we sheered close 
alongside, and hailed, to ask the distance we still 
were from our port. None of the officers of tlie 
Volage could speak a word of Hindustanee ; and I 
well remember our feeling of humiliation when a poor 
scullion, one of the cook's assistants, belonging to 
the governor's suite, was dragged on deck, with all 
bis grease and other imperfections on his head, to 
act as interpreter. Sad work he made of it; for, 
though the fellow had been in the East on some tea 
s 
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or twieke former Tttyagea, tl"? languages of tbe 
trioH he Tiidted h^ not formed §o important a 
hi« Btadiet m the quftUtr of tho iirmek imd 
irhieK th<?j produced, Th« won! Bombaya, 
etor, Btmck tlio e^ar of the native boatmei] 
|Kiintt'd in the (Iirc?ctiiin wkich tliey tbemn^lre 
(tttK'ring, and calk^ out ** xVIoBtiUay I Mom 
Tkis word* I am told hy tm cment^ acWla 
torruption of Moomhft-djevj, or the Goddoflsof A 
Ija, from ati idol to which a tCTOple ie »till ded 
cm fhe island* Others, l«*s fnncifbl in thci: 
moh)|?.v» i^j that t!ie Fortugiieae gave it tbe 
of Bom-BiLhia, on account of the t:?xcollCTice 
Port. ThUrt nation held possession of Bombr 
the year 153(! to 1661, when it was eeded ^ 
crowii of Portugal in full ^vereietity to Clmri( 

1 1 flraii not long hefore we came in siglit of e 
heftdlandit. When th*^ next ilav broke, and tl 
TOB© upon ufl OTcr the flat-topped Gimta or i 
tnins of the Miihratta ronntry, 1 rcmenibcr f 
almost at a loss whether I had been sleepin 
dreaming during the night. But the actual si 
tlie coant gave reality to pictures which, for m 
long year before, I had busied my fancy with ] 
in or, in colours drawn partly from the Arabian !^ 
and Persian Tales, and partly, if not chiefly, 
those brilliant clusters of oriental images 
crowd and adorn the pages of Scripture. 

Captain Cook asserts somewhere, speaking 
driifrhts of voyaging and travelling, that to 
rovers as he and his companions nothing came a 
and 1 can safely venture to boast, that, as far ? 
gooH, I may claim a comer of my great brc 
oflicer's mantle. At all events, in sailing ov 
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Indian seas, or traveUing in those countries by land, 
I hardly ever met anything which did not so much 
exceed in interest what I had looked for, that the 
grand perplexity became, how to record what I felt, 
or in any adequate terms to describe even the 
simplest £tcts which struck the eye at every turn in 
that "wide realm of wild reality.'' 

Of all places in the noble range of countries so 
happily called the Eastern worid, from the pitch of 
the Cape to the islands of Japan, from Bengal to 
Bataria, there are few which can compare with 
Bombay. If, indeed, I were consulted by any one 
who wished as expeditiously and economically as 
possible to see all that was essentially characteristic 
of the Oriental world, I would say, without hesita- 
tion, " Take a run to Bombay ; remain there a week 
or two ; and haying also visited the scenes in the 
immediate neighbourhood, Eliphanta, Carli, and 
Poonah, you will have examined good specimens of 
most things that are curious or interesting in the 
East." 

For this remarkable distinction, peculiar, as far 
as I know, to that one spot on the earth's surface, 
this presidency is indebted to a variety of interest- 
ing circumstances. Bombay is an island, and by 
no means a large one, being only between six and 
seven miles long by one or two broad. It is not, 
however, by geographical dimensions that the wealth 
of towns, any more than the power and wealth of 
nations, is determined. The harbour unites every 
possible desideratum of a great sea-port ; it is easy 
of access and egress ; affords excellent anchoring 
ground; is capacious beyond the utmost probable 
demands of commerce; and, owing to the great rise 
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and fyi of the tides, m ^mimhtv adapted for doc 
of every do»t*ription» The climate im healthy; ai 
thti eountry, Win^r diver^ilii^l hy numerous fitnj 
rid|fi?9 and hilU, fiirnbliesaii endlcaa clioicse cjffitii 
tioiVH for fortsi townw» h^saamt and TiUajyeflj not 
Bfty bunpilowa or rillns, A.nd nil sorta of countr 
hou»^ and gome v^ry Mplendid retreats from t 
hwids of buf^inees. The rojvle whkli intersect t1 
thimaifi^ iidauid were beautifullj Ma^adanjised, m 
Wt*U remembc*r» long liefore that grand improf 
ttitmt was beard of in Engknd ; and aa the aojl 
the island is made up of that ricrh kind of mould r 
snlting^ froni decomjiOM^l hamlt Oir la\-a, thu wh* 
BarfifLce affords a, good sample of tbo perennial T€ 
dure of tropical scenery, wljieti dazzlea and surpFii 
the new-comer, while its interest seldom fkih 
rise 8tdl higher upon a more pmlonged and iDtbad 
acquaints nee. 

Sacli are amonff the eminent physien! adrantag 
enjoyed by IhjinKay ; hut even tlie^p, liad they he< 
many times greater, would have been light in tl 
balance compared to those of a moral, or rather ol 
political nature, which conspired in 1812 to render 
one of the most important spots in that quarter 
the globe. At the time I speak of, it was almo 
the only possession exclusively British within sevei 
hundred miles in any direction. The enormoi 
territory of the Mahrattas lay close to Bombay ( 
the east. 

On the morning after my arrival at Bombay, Ig 
up with the first blush of the dawn, and hasti 
drawing on my clothes, proceeded along greedily 
search of adventures. I had not gone far, before 
saw a native Bleepmg on a mat spread in the litt 
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Terandah extending along the front of his house, 
which was made of basket-work plastered over with 
mud. He was wrapped up in a long web of white 
linen, or cotton cloth, called, I think, his cummer- 
bund, or waist-cloth. As soon as the first rays of 
the sun peeped into his rude sleeping-chamber, he 
''arose, took up his bed, and went into his house." 
I saw immediately an explanation of this expression, 
which, with slight irariations, occurs frequently in the 
Bible, in connection with several of the most striking 
and impressive of Christ*s mii*acles, particulaiiy with 
that of the man sick of the palsy. My honest friend 
the Hindoo got on his feet, cast the long folds of his 
wrapper over his shoulder, stooped down, and having 
rolled up his mat, which was all the bed he required, 
he walked into the house with it, and then proceeded 
to the nearest tank to perform his morning ablu- 
tions. 

I remember mentioning, this, amongst many 
other illustrations of the incidents recorded in Scrip- 
ture, to a worthy old Scotch lady, upon whom I 
expected it to produce the same pleasing and satis- 
factory effect which it had wrought on me. I made, 
however, a great mistake ; for so far from raising 
myself in her estimation, on the score of correct 
observation, I sunk, I fear, irrecoverably, in her 
good graces, by presuming, as she alleged, to inter- 
fere with the wonder of the miracle, the essence of 
which, according to her, I discovered to consist, not 
in the recovery of " the man, who was made whole," 
but in his being able to shoulder a four-post bed, 
and carry it off without inconvenience ! 




CHAPTER XVII. 



SIR SAMTTEL HOOD. 




i S soon as tlie TobigiR was re^fitted^ 
creir relVeshed, s^er our voja 
Enp^n4 of four months and 9^ 
sailed from BamLuy to the w» 
along the we;^{*^rn c<iaat of Itidja; and leaving 
Cejlon^ at Point du Galle, on tho extreral 
westorn conier, irlicre wo menely tou<sh^ to 
govern or'a (lispatcljc^, liefbnj we hauled u| 
nor thu aril, ouil, a ft it hvdiu ihiy^' pnasfig^ 
into thu heautiful liarhour ot' TrinconiaJee. 
to my great joy, we found the commander-i 
Sir Samuel Hood; who, to my still greater 
formed me that a vacancy had been kept opei 
in his flag-ship, the Illustrious. In a few min 
traps were packed up, my commission made < 
I had the honour of hailing myself a professii 
lower of one of the first officers in his Majesty's 
It is true, I was only fifth lieutenant, and n 
fifth on the Admiral's list for promotion ; foi 
after a number of old officers who had serve 
Sir Samuel for many long years of patient, 
impatient, expectation : but my first and gra 
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pose was attained, although my chance of advance- 
ment was very small, and very remote. 

In capstans, and other machines, there is a me- 
chanical device, with which every person is acquainted, 
termed a pall or catch, hy which the work gained in 
the effort last made shall be secured, and the machine 
prevented from turning back again. Something of 
this kind takes place in life, particularly in naval 
life ; and happy is the officer who hears the pall of 
his fortunes play ''click! click!" as he spins up- 
wards in his profession. Proportionately deep is the 
despair of the poor wretch who, after struggling and 
tugging with idl his might at the weary windlass of 
his hopes, can never bring it quite far enough round 
to hear the joyous sound of the pall dropping into 
its berth ! I well remember most of these important 
moments of my own life; and I could readily describe 
the different sensations to which their successive 
occurrence gave rise, from the startling hour when 
my father first told me that my own request was 
now to be granted, for on the very next day I was 
to go to sea — up to that instant when the still more 
important announcement met my ear, " Those whom 
God hath joined together let no man put asunder !" 

" It is easy to be cheerM when one is successful," 
says a high authority ; and there are ** few people 
who are not good-natured when they have nothing 
to cross them," says another equally profound re- 
corder of common-places; but the secret of good 
fortune seems to lie &r less in making the most of 
favourable incidents, or in submitting manfully to 
disastrous ones, than in studying how to fill up to 
advantage the long intervals between these great 
epochs in our lives. So that there is, perhaps, no 
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|>D]iit of duty wbicii nffbrds tnore Firope for tlie tatci 
of ft iuperior tli^n tbe ofleful and cheerful emplo 
ment of th^ hc^ada and hnndd of hi;^ offieere and pcof 
durJQg tliose trying pericMlB of injection Tthicli oci? 
in every fl^rricc. Pir Samticl IIckmI po^t^jaed tl 
f(W?ii(ty in a wonderful degree, a« he ni>t only t« 
II B all bu9T when there wa^ noihing' to be done, 1} 
contn^^ed ten make aa happy and cont^^iitc^^ thon^ 
»oin6 of onr proflped^ were poor enouir>i ux all eo 
Bt'ienee. Aly own^ lor example, eince I was pla«j 
at the 6p of the tail of his long iitriiig of prm 
followerai and v?hi>n the Adiriiralty List crime Ci 
mk which I had built m many beautiful c^ftk'^ 
thfi air, my ptvor nnme was not n^m it at all. It 
not expected to he first or aecondj or eTen thip 
fourth 1 had reckoned upon aa possible; fiftli 
pmbahle; siith as c*ertftlnt so thttt m\ horror ai 
dissippointment were exceRBivc when this kindest 
com ma ndera-in-chief broke to me the fjatid newG^ 
the till lowing ehar^it tens tit- manner, 

A telegraphic signal had been made from the flaj 
BtifF at the Admiral's house to the ship, in the 
words : — 

" Send Mr. Hall on shore, with a crow-bar, ts 
pick -axes, and two spades/' 

All the way to the landing-place I puzzled mysi 
vith thinking what on earth could be the object 
tlicse tools; little dreaming, good easy lieutenan 
that I was so soon to dig the grave of my own hope 
The Admiral received me at the door with his coi 
off; and holding out his remaining hand (his rigl 
arm was shot away in action), he squeezed mine wil 
even more than his wonted kindness. 

" I have been waiting for you with some impi 
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tJcncc;" lie said, "to be present at tlie hunt after 
a white ant's nest, a sort of thing I know you like. 
These rogues, the TermUe» bdlicosi, as I find the 
naturalists call them, haye made their way into the 
bouse ! and having carried their galleries up the walls 
and along the roof, have come down in great force 
upon a trunk of clothes, which they would have 
destroyed entirely before night, had I not caught 
sight of them. Now let us to work ; for I propose 
to rip up the floor of the verandah, in order to follow 
their passages and galleries till I reach their nest, if 
it be a mile off; won't this be a glorious piece of 
service? '' exclaimed the Admiral, as he warmed him- 
self by anticipating the chase. He could hardly have 
been more delighted, I am persuaded, had he been 
giving orders for a fleet under his command to bear 
down upon the enemy's line. I could not venture 
to do more than bow, and say I was much obliged 
to him for having so considerately thought of me at 
such a moment. 

" Oh !" cried he, apparently recollecting himself, 
** but I have something else to show you ; or rather 
to tell you, for I must not show it ; though I fear it 
will not please yon quite so much as the prospect 
of a white ant-hunt. Here, Gigna," called the Ad- 
miral to his steward, who stood by with a tea-kettle 
of hot water, ready to pour over the ants, ** put away 
that af&ir, which we shall not require this half-hour 
yet; and hold this crow-bar while I step into the 
office with Mr. HaU." 

** It is of no use to mince the matter," said the 
veteran, shutting the door, and turning to me with 
somewhat of the air which he might be supposed to 
have put on, had he been instructed from home to 
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toll m& ttiat one or UotU my parents w^xa dQtkd; '1 
in no ime to conixjei tLe Jkct from yom ; but ber^j 
the AdmiT^ty List Ju^t come to my hands, liiicl yot 
onmo, in spite of all jou ti?Il tzLO of promUeei, verl| 
and written, ie ifOrr ojf it !" 

Had the Admiral h^l one o^f the Qag-aLip's tliirt 
two pouadbrir douhle-ahottetl* down my throat, 
eotdd not bare demolished more completely my bodj 
fmme^wdrk than this fatal announcement ^h^tt^ 
to iiic?cc« the gilded eroekcrjware of my tbndj 
booeV' All the gay ymons of com man d, and powj 
and independence^ in which I hadisdnl^&d myffd 
during the TOysge, vani^bed Like tlie shadowB ci 
dre&m 1 iain would reeall, but could not. 1 was 
lin»t ciiiite litttpiBedt and can mmember nothing tl 
pasaed for ^me minutes, Aa I reeovered my ad 
tered aenM^^ however, I recollect gazing at If 
anchorage fiiom the open window of the Admuf 
Houaej near which we stood. Tho fiag^*ahip i 
layjusit off Oanabiirg Point, with her en&igii, Q 
it u?3od tti lie I ;i]]< rl in okl hnoli-^, her Aiieient 
" meteor flag of England," dropped, in the cal' 
perpendicularly from the gaff-end, that it looke 
a rope more tlian a flag ; while its reflection, s 
as tliat of the ship herself, with every mast 
and line of the rigging, seemed, as it were, en 
on the surface of the tranquil pool, as distil 
if another vessel had actually been invert 
placed beneath. I have seldom witnessed ' 
plete a calm. The sea-breeze, with which t 
liad been refreshed for twenty minutes, hs 
yet found its way into the recesses of the i- 
bour, which, take it all in all, is one of the 
and most beautiful coves in tiie world. A 
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the commodious nature of this admirable port, that 
even the Ulustrious, though a large 74-gun ship, 
rode at anchor in perfect security, within a very few 
yards of the beach, which at that spot is quite steep 
to, and is wooded down to, the very edge of the 
water. I gazed for some moments, almost uncon- 
sciously, at this quiet scene, so different from that 
which was boiling and bubbling in my own distracted 
breast, and swelling up with indignation against some 
of my friends at home, who I had such good reason 
to beliere had either betrayed or neglected me, 
maugre all sorts of promises. 

In the midst of my reverie, which the kind-hearted 
Admiral did not interrupt, I observed the wind just 
touch the drooping flag; but the air was so light and 
transient, that it merdy produced on it a gentle 
motion £rom side to side, like that of a pendulum, 
imitated in the mirror beneath, which lay as yet 
totally unbroken by the sea-breeze. Presently the 
whole mighty flag, after a £unt struggle or two, 
gradually unfolded itself, and, buoyed up by the 
new-bom gale, spread &r beyond the gallant line- 
of-battle ship's stem, and waved graceMly over the 
harbour. It is well known to nice observers of the 
human mind, that the strangest fancies often come 
into the thoughts at a moment when we might least 
expect them ; and though, assuredly, I was not then 
in a very poetical or imaginative humour, I contrived 
to shape out of the inspiring scene I was looking 
upon a flgure to soothe my disappointed spirit. As 
I saw the ensign uncurl itself to the wind I said 
internally, '* If I have but life, and health, and op- 
portunity, I trust, notwithstanding the bitterness of 
this disappointment, I shall yet contrive to unfold. 



minu 8 vyCf uie Auininu pnwea uni i 

on mj shonkler that the proteme n 
hurt a fly, and odd, in a eheerfid toni^ 
this mishap, master Hall; ereiytfaing' 
in time; and if joa only resolTe to 
proper and manly temper, it may ewei 
better that this has happened. NioH 
a remedy in this worid; and FU do ' 
make good this maxim in yoor ease. 
time, however, oome along; and hdp i 
these rascally white ants. Offeoat, h 
please; for we shall have a toog^ job < 
It cost us an hoards hard work; for 
up the planks along the whole of the ^ 
to shape a course across two odlan; i 
they are called in the East, and finally 
of these ringular insects obliged us U 
to the huge hillock or nest^ which rose 
of five or six feet from the ground, i 
shoots, like {nnnades round the roof 
church. We might have attacked il 
quarters in the first instance, had we y 
thft Admiral chose to ffo more techni 
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to be, individually, by far tbe weakest, and cannot 
move a step without the artificial protection of the 
galleries it constructs as it goes along ; just as the 
besiegers of a fortification secure themselves in their 
trenches and zigzags. 

We now brought our spades into play ; and having 
cut the hill across, laid open the secrets of these most 
curious of all the ant tribe. At last we reached the 
great queen ant, the mother of millions of her race, 
a most enormous personage to be sure, neaily four 
inches long, and as thick as a man's finger, with a 
head not larger than that of a bee, but a body such 
as I have described, filled with eggs, which continually 
rolled out like a fluid from a reservoir. Never shall 
I forget the shout of rapture which the gallant Ad- 
miral sent over half the harbour, as he succeeded in 
gaining the object of his labour. 

There are some men who go about everything they 
undertake with all their hearts and souls, and this 
great officer was one of those. He did nothing by 
halves and quarters, like so many other people. The 
greatest deeds of arms, or the most trivial objects of 
passing amusement, engrossed his whole concentrated 
attention for the time. He was equally in earnest 
when holding out examples of private generosity, or 
lending the heartiest and kindest encouragement 
even to the least distinguished of his followers, as 
when performing acts of the highest public spirit, or 
making the greatest sacrifices to what he considered 
his duty. Everything, in short, that he did, or 
thought, or uttered, bore the stamp of the same 
peculiar impress of genuine zeal. So eminently ex- 
citing, and even fascinating, was this truly officcr- 
like conduct, that even those who had served under 



yiirour to their arms as well as to tl 
With all this, he was the gentlest of i 
accomplished whatever he undertook ' 
rent effort, or the least consciousness 
was doing was remarkable. 

I remember an instance of his skill 
way. One morning, near the spot i 
headed the storming-party against tl 
a working party of the crew of the 1 
commcnml constructing a wharf bef 
yard. The stones of which this platfor 
place was to be built were, by Sir S 
orders, selected of very large dimensi 
so, that the sailors came at last to det 
of rock so heavy, that their combined st 
unequal to moving it beyond a few ii 
its final position at the top of one com 
miral sat on his horse looking at the 
some time, occasionally laughing, an< 
calling out directions, which the bafl 
could by no means apply. At length, l 
the Commander-in-chief became fidget 
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tlie instrument well under the edge of the stone, 
then pkced with his toe a small iron pin on the 
ground under the har, and across its length, to act 
as a fulcrum, or shoulder. When all things were 
carefully adjusted to his mind, he slipped his hand 
to the upper end of the lever, and weighing it down, 
gave what he called *' life" to the huge stone, which, 
just before, half-a-dozen strong men had not been 
able to dj^turb. Sure enough, however, it now 
moved, though only about half-an-inch, towards its 
intended resting-place. At each priise or hitch of 
the bar, the rock appeared to advance &rther, till, 
afber five or six similar shifbi, it was finally lodged 
in the station prepared for it, where, I doubt not, it 
rests to this day, and may occupy for centuries to 
come. 




I 




CEiAPTER xnn, 

EXCimaiON TO CAin>KX.A¥ XuUCS m cxn 

|HE fervid actiTitj tjf ourcjccelleiit a^ 
Sic Bftmiiel Do^^ in wliosc flftg^ 
Bcrted m lientenfint, froni 1812 tn 
was iinecaaing, There was a boyi 
ki^ty lAout tills great officer^ whlcli made it e 
delightful t/j Borv© offidaDy under Jjirtij and to 
Jdtt friendly compaoioDship. An aHigAtor-h' 
ejKirt in wliicli the Jfalftys take great deligli 
Blmn tl in hy tho AdmiiTth \Hui nvn-lo fli^ phio 
with his exclamation of boyish delight. Sc 
had we returned from the alligator-hunt, near 
comalce, when Sir Samuel applied himself to tl 
lector of the district, who was chief civilian 
place, and begged to know what he would r 
mend us to see next. 

" Do you care about antiquities?" said tb 
lector. 

*♦ Of course," replied the Admiral, **provide< 
be genuine and worth seeing. What have y4 
to show us in that way ? I thought this part 
country had been a wild jungle from all tim. 
that the English were only now bringing it int 
tivation." 
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" On the contrary," observed our intelligent friend, 
'* there are manifest traces, not very fer off, of a 
dense and wealthy population. At aU events, the 
inhabitants appear to have understood some of the 
arts of life, for they formed a huge tank or pond for 
the purpose of irrigation ; so large, ind^, that 
there still exists, in one comer of it, a sheet of water 
extensive enough to deserve the name of a lake/' 

** Let us go and see it," exclaimed the admiral. 
" Can we ride ? Order the horses ; who minds the 
heat of the sun ?" — ^for, like almost all new-comers. 
Sir Samuel cared nothing for exposure, and laughed 
at the precautions of more experienced residents. 

The collector of Trincomalee soon satisfied the 
Admiral that an expedition to Candelay Lake, as the 
ancient tank of the natives was called, could not be - 
undertaken quite so speedily. Boats and horses in- 
deed were all ready, and tents could easily be procured ; 
but it was likewise necessary to prepare provisions, 
to pack up clothes, and to send forward a set of native 
pioneers to clenr the way through brushwood, other- 
wise impenetrable. The Admiral was in such ecstacies 
at the prospect of an adventure which was to cost 
some trouble, that he allowed nobody rest till every- 
thing had been put in train. Early in the morning 
of the next day but one, we accordingly set out in 
several of the flag-ship's boats, accompanied by a 
mosquito fleet of native canoes to pilot and assist us; 
Lady Hood, whom no difficulties could daunt, ac- 
companied Sir Samuel ; the captain of his ship, and 
his flag-lieutenant, with the collector as pilot, and 
one or two others, made up the party ; and our ex- 
cursion, though nearly destitute of adventures vulgarly 
so called, proved one of the most interesting possible. 
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J74 PEARL-DfrEEi 

Tho e&rly pan of our eoiirse lav orer til 
luMiutiful harbour of T^i^^^^>^lalee^ aft 
(iafwetl til rough a fforiea of coves, fbn 
calh'ct the Lake of Tamblegam, a eonnf 
ftnn of th© fiesL, though fer out of »T|rht 
oci'an. V^e aiX}u It]«t ourselTeia &imid 
Iktle iskndfl chd thkklj in the richet 
tropical fblijige down to the wftter^s 
many j'Jn^^ eiv&a into ihe ^nte^ri f^a 1 
stone or the hast bit of ground could b 
fairy islets appei^red aetunUy to float or 
IVe had to row oiif lnjata through a 4 
furest of maugTOTefl for nenrly o mile, »] 
lane cut through the ttoocI e-xpreselj ft 
before by the nativf^a. These fanti 
which grow actually in the water, oftc?B 
imngination those Tillages one eeea 
liable to frequent iuancktion, where e 
perched im the top of pilea. We saw w 
m en t (?l usters of Dy Btt'ra fi n< I o 1 1 k r ah ell - 
to the trunk and branches, as well as tc 
these trees, which proves that the ea 
were not such inventors of facts as f 
them, nor far wrong in reporting that t 
fisli growing like fruit on trees ! 

Shortly before entering this watery w 
encountered a party of native pearl-div< 
Admiral, who was at all times most 
sceptical as to reported wonderful ex] 
out his watch, and insisted on timing tl 
amongst them, to see how long he c« 
under water. In no case did the poor fello^ 
minute complete; upon which, theAdmir 
watch exultingly in his triumph, and laug] 
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the assurances that at other parts of the island divers 
might he found who could remain fiye minutes at the 
bottom. ** Show me them ! show me them \" cried 
he, "and then, but not till then — ^begging you par- 
don — I shall belieye it/' The challenge remained 
unanswered. 

The method used by these diyers is to place be- 
tween their feet a basket loaded with one or two 
large lumps of coral, the weight of which carries 
them rapidly to the bottom. The oysters being then 
substituted for the stones, the diver disengages his 
feet, and shoots up to the 8ur£ice again, either 
bringing the full basket with him, or leaving it to 
be drawn up by a line. 

Nothing coidd be imagined more wild than the 
mangrove avenue through which we rowed, or rather 
paddled, for the strait was so narrow that there was 
no room for the oars when pushed out to their full 
length. The sailors, therefore, were often obliged 
to catch hold of the branches and roots of the trees, 
to draw the boats along. The foliage, as may be 
supposed, where perennial heat and moisture occur 
in abundance, spread overhead in such extraordinary 
luxuriance that few of the sun's rays could pene- 
trate the massy net-work of leaves and branches 
forming the roof of our feiry passage. Not a single 
bird could be seen, either seated or on the wing ; 
nor was even a chirp distinguishable above the 
dreamy hum of millions of mosquitoes floating about, 
in a calm so profound, that it seemed as if the sur- 
face of the water had never been disturbed since the 
Creation. The air, though cool, felt so heavy and 
choky, that, by the time we had scrambled to the 
end of this strange tunnel or watery lane, we could 
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BCflP(?cIyl>Tea*h©, and wore rejoiced to eutcf theopea 
flir iLgsIn, — altJ)<)iJgb, wh^n we came out, the aim 
'■ t!ju:rjpii in the fort4jead of the tnomln^ Jsky/' and 
b€'ftt fiereely and hotly upoti the fiarclied gnwrnd, 
frorr) ^hich i^rery bliule of grass had been acombed 
awfly» 

The rillajfeof Tamhlegftm, to wbicb we aoon eanie, 
ifl Inhabited by a eolony of limdoo emlgraota fhMO 
the coa*5t of Malabar* It is a rie^t little pkre, of 
which the bnts, formal chiefly of braD{;hi?s of the 
tamarind- tree and leaves of the plaatain, atandusg 
under prodigioiialy liigb cocoa-nut^, are eo Tm 
diminutive^ that the whole looks more like ft ehild's 
toy-box Tillaffe than tlie regiidence of g^rewn peojJe- 
The principal ediBc^ la a pagoda built of stone, 
exactly ten feet square. Not fancying- ther^ eouW 
bo any harm in taking Buch a liberty, we entered the 
pagoda unceremonioualy, and one of our arti&t* set 
to work aketchitig the bron;se imnge wbieb tbe 
naHvcB worship ew a deitv, a figure not qui to tbm* 
intlieij in heiglit ; hot the Hindoos were shocked at 
our impiety, ami f oon ousted thfi Admiral and liifi 
party. Close by was a little tank or pool of water, 
hi-autifoily fspauju^Iod over with the leaves and flowere 
of the Write r-UIy. Here &everoi groupa of Indian 
irirk had a?aemhli?d t^ enjoy the coolness of the 
water in a ^^tyle wbich we enned not a little. Instead 
of plun^inn- in nnd Hwiniming fibout as with ui, one 
praon aits down, while othcns pour pitchers of water 
ov( r the head. We took notice also of one partico- 
larly interei^tin^ party of 3-oung damsels, who waded 
in till the water readied nearly £<( their breaats. 
>Iach of these giria held in her band a cbatty, or 
water-pot, shaped aomewbat like an Etruscan vaae, 
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the top of which barely showed itself above the level 
of the pool. Upon a signal being given by one of 
the party, all the girls ducked out of sight, and at 
the same time raised their water-jars high in the 
air. In the next instant, just as their heads began 
to re-appear above the surface, the vessels were 
simultaneously inclined so that the water might pour 
out gradually, and in such measure that by the time 
the bathers again stood erect, the inverted jars might 
be quite empty. Nothing could be more graceM 
than the whole proceedings; and we sat in the 
shade of the pagoda looking at these water-nymphs 
for half-an-hour in great admiration. 

In the mean time a slender pole, forty feet in 
height, had been erected by a set of native tumblers, 
who presently exhibited before us various feats of 
extraordinary agility and strength — some of these 
are almost too curious to be believed by those who 
are not aware of the flexibility and dexterity of the 
Hindoos. We were most surprised and amused by 
the exploits of a lady of forty, which is considered a 
very old age in that climate, who ran up the pole 
more like a monkey than a human being, and then 
sticking herself on the top horizontally like a 
weathercock, whirled herself round, to the great 
astonishment of the European beholders. What 
tickled us particularly on this occasion was the good 
lady accompanying her strange movements with a 
noise so exactly like that of our old and respected 
friend Punch, when drubbed by his faithful wife 
Judy, that we all burst out a-laughing. 

The sun had now fallen past that particular angle 
in the sky above which it is considered by the 
bearers inexpedient to travel, we nestled ourselves 
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inta our r^«*p€*ctivc piJankeefift, and proeeedcd on tbe 
journey through what ecenitd to us a rerjr reiiftce- 
tAblc" forcdt^ |p;TQwing: on lAoda whirh haA cince liefS 
ufiiler the plongli, hut app«r©iitiy vorj" long ngo* Tg 
Qur inexperienced eye9 and Etiropea.]! sL5Bf>diLtiuaHi 
it seamed a« if A century at leAHt must have t?b[i9d 
from the time such n matting of wood firwt supplant<^d 
tii*j hkboiirs ftf the hu^i bondman ; but our friend tbt 
collt'ctor aoon explained t€ u-s tJmt, if any spot ol 
gnriuad in that rich district were tieglected for a f prjf 
foif jearF, natunJ tret^, aa tall as those we now im1- 
mli^ flo much, would aoon nhoot up epontane^mBlj, 
ftnd occupy all tlie soiL We sliouk our beadi* at this 
with the cftBtlidij^at a'[!eptit!i8m of ignprance, and ci- 
clianged gkucui aioengst ourselves at the expense «f 
our otBcial fHnnpftnion ^ btit in the eourso of an himr 
we were composed, by the evidence of our owu fteneeit 
to alter our note of disbelief. On coming to the TTffll 
wn touched virgin fore«t of the elimat^*, wo beheld a 
nioit noble r^]yyv\^<:\^ jrulted In the way of sc«.^]:en. 
ri3cImi!S I at h/ast had never eeen before, and ha^e 
h^it riirely tnet with aince. I do not recollect tk 
nainea of the principal treej*, though they were men- 
tioned to u.^ ovtr find over again. The graod Banpo, 
Jujwcverj Ayitli which European eyea have become so 
correctly familiar through the pencil of Daniel^ rose 
on LHcrv eiiii^ and mjiile uj* feeh cTen more decidedlj 
than the coeoa-nut trees had done m tbe momingi 
tliat we were jndf cil in anoth*?r world, 

Shortly lifter wc had left the Indian villagOj tlie 
njf^dit iell, and, while we were thrt^ading the gigantic 
Ibre^t by the li|rht of torches^ the only thing at all 
likr an advontuix* promised to occur to ua ; but it 
i'tj Jed in uotluuij. The party couaiated of six paka- 
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keens, each attended by eight bearers, though only 
four at a time, or at most six, supported the poles ; 
these trotted along by the side of the bearers, be- 
tween two and three dozen coolies or porters carry- 
ing provisions and torches. 

With a mixture of vague alarm and curiosity we 
now listened to the accounts of wild elephants in 
these woods, though in the morning we had heard 
the same stories with indiflferenoe and incredulity ; 
while the old hands of the party, who had felt rather 
piqued at our distrust of their marvellous narrations, 
pointed out with malicious satisfaction the recent 
foot-marks of these undisputed and formidable lords 
of the soil. 

Sir Samuel and Lady Hood, with some of his 
sta£^ had left their palankeens and walked forward 
on the path, which barely admitted two people 
abreast, in order to enjoy the exceeding beauty of 
the Indian jungle, lighted up with the bla^e of our 
torches. Suddenly the headmost musalgee or torch- 
bearer paused, listened, and then retreated precipi- 
tately, upon the hinder ranks. Nothing was said by 
them, and nothing could we hear in the woods to 
explain the cause of this panic, which, however, soon 
became general amongst the natives. The bearers set 
down the palankeens, and in an instant they, as well 
as all the coolies, took to their heels, while the 
torches flitted about in the forest in a style which, 
had there been no apprehension, might have been 
acknowledged as very picturesque. Sir Samuel not 
only stood feat himself, but ordered all of us to do so 
likewise — remarking, that, until we knew what to fly 
from, we might only be making matters worse by 
inovinfr. Presently the loud crashing of the under- 
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wc»od of the for<e.^t, and a li^avv tkutnpin^ on tbe 
in-ouod, gaTG AbuQckiit cnridcBc^e that avf Ud eleplianl 
wftB doie to u£. 

Soino <»f t|ie nativea told u» aflier^arclB th*t thej 
had ue«tt the monsler ; but, iilcboi}|rh we peered hU 
the fon^ftt with all oor eye», none of u^ could honestlif 
tiilw? upon UB to aaj w^ ntrtndlj wvw him— thou^Ii 
atanumity we liOArd bj* footstep aa ho broke liiaw»| 

I I trough the jungle^ Kobinj^ou Crufio^ tmd biawobta 
in T&rt«ry came to oar recollection ; and upon our 
lukiiig tben^rea wbdt effect Hres rcalfy b&d on ifiU 
bouitPp they aU RHrared us that hardly luij onmiB], 
howovQr forodoii?! would come tip to a lights and 
tliat we were safe bo long aa we kept near a torc^i 
Thii might be consolatory reiwouiiig fbr the nniBal- 
^ecs, each of whom c^rriofl a lightj, but it afTonldi 
httlo BeeurJty to ua, who, it waa eddout, would agaia 
ho left in the dork ahonlil an elephant cross our ptth 
a second time* The Admiral, therefbpe, and by hit 
d i?sire nU of us, mado an attempt to carry the torches 
oiuselven. But we were 800n so pla|ifuily amokeJ 
liiid acori^hed for our paiaSj that we refltod contented 
>vith the risk, and thehean?ra having g;rmlually cn^p* 
buck to the palnnkecnia, we once more moved otu 

III sjiitt^ of nil that had passed, some of the partj 
remained so doggedly sceptical, from being habi- 
liiiiUy diBtruHtful of all things wouderlid, that tlicy 
dir'Iared the whctle nffiiir a mere matter of panic, 
iintl dnred to swear there could not be found an 
rleplinnt within tifty ndles of ns. St^arcely had tlii« 
ofjitiiouj so injuriouB to the honours and glories of 
tuir late adventtire, been iittertHl, when the com- 
nsanJt r-jn-cliief* who* as UJiual, was leading the wayp 
Himtched a light from one of tlie men a haads, aad 
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waved it over what the geologists call a "recent 
deposit," half the size of a wheelbarrow, and out- 
rivalling in its column of smoke the muggiest torch 
in the line. 

" There V exclaimed the Admiral, better pleased 
than if he had found a pile of rupees, instead of so 
much recent Album GrsBCum. '* Will that evidence 
satisfy you? How many hundred yards off do you 
think can the fellow be who left this trace of his 
proximity?*' 

It was past ten o'clock when we reached our tents, 
which had been pitched in the morning on the bor- 
ders of the celebrated lake we came to visit. All the 
party were well fiigged, and so ravenously hungry, 
that we shouted for joy on seeing supper enter just 
as we came to the ground. 

** This," said our excellent caterer the collector, 
** is the dish upon which we pride ourselves most at 
Trincomalee. It is the true Malay curry — rich, as 
you perceive, in flavour, and more than half of it 
gravy — ^which gravy, I beg you particularly to take 
notice, is foil of minced vegetables, while the whole 
is softened with some of the youngest kind of cocoa- 
. nut, plucked this very evenmg since the sun went 
P down. 

^ These praises really fell far short of the merits of 
^ this glorious supper; nor can I remember anything 
^ in the way of gourmandise in any part of the world 
( 2 comparable to this exquisite midnight feast. 
^ At the door and windows of our supper tent were 
., hung up by the neck sundry well-bedewed goglets 
g* of spring water, cheek by jowl with a jolly string of 
jT long-necked bottles of Lafitte and Cli4teau Margaux, 
..lovouslv fanninsf themselves in the thoroueh drauirht 



uukc |NHib uao Mmw^ uao v<u lamw w wi 
■tilTOcL 

The wine perhaps wm eliiioet man 
fiwtidions wine-fiuader might hate dot 
theless, it flowed over oar pardied f 
intenflitj of seet which I do not beliefv 
to he conscious of enjoying till the^ 
whole day in the son within hnlf-»-di 
the eqomtor. Botde after bottle— -e 
rich and racj than its ndoed and hi 
oessor — fanished ao fitst^ that^ ere 
elapaed, we felt as if a hondred mad e 
have stood no dianoe with us I 

As we straggled off to omr reepect 
qp in the palankeens, aceoiding to tbt 
cotmtry, we became sensible cf a mnn 
of which we had taken but litde notit 
in the hot curries and cool darets m 
A most potent and ofieosife smeU waa 
by the land-wind; and the Admiral, 
num to submit to any eril capable of FG 
on an immediate investigation into th 

nnnnvfl.nr*n. 
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And, sure enough, under his directions, and by his 
assistance, we contrived, in a quarter of an hour, to 
throw sand, earth, and leaves enough over the huge 
carcase to cover it completely. "There's a cairn 
for you!'* exclaimed the Admiral, throwing down 
his spade, which he had been using with his only 
hand ; " and now let us turn in ; for by the first peep 
of the morning we must have a touch at the wild 
ducks and peacocks on the sides of the lake, and 
perhaps we may contrive to have a shot at a bu^o 
or a stray elephant." 

Accordingly, next morning, actually before it was 
light, I felt the indefisttigable Admiral tugging at 
my ear, and bidding me get up, to accompany him 
on a shooting excursion, and as he said, " Mayhap 
we shall get sight of some of those elephants, the 
existence of which you presumed to doubt last night. 
Come, Mr. Officer, show a leg ! I know you are a 
bit of a philosopher, and curious in natural history ; 
so rouse up and come along with me." 

Most cordially did I then anathematise all phi- 
losophy, and wish I had never expressed any curi- 
osity on the score of wild beasts, peacocks, or ancient 
tanks ; but as the Admiral was not a person to be 
trifled with, I made a most reluctant move, and ex- 
changed the delightftil dream of hot curries and cool 
sherbet for the raw reality of a shooting-match, up 
to the knees in water, at five in the morning. At 
one place, such was his Excellency's anxiety to secure 
a good shot at some ducks, that he literally crawled 
for a couple of hundred yards among the muddy 
shore of the lake on his knees, and at the end ex- 
pressing himself fully repaid by getting a single 
capital shot at a wild peacock ! lie was also gratitiud 



^§4 LAKE CANDKLA 

bf bringing down n magaLfice^t Jan 

wUich reftetnblesi owr Imni-ficioT fow 
filiimage ii TOBitly more brilliiuit, an 
lof^r Aiid suatsluetlt tbau any of wl 
\mt^i in its tame state. Our scnu 
lirfiijghtusT?itJjin sight of a drore ol 
buffidocs. We saw abo sereml trcK 
btit^ %o our pprf?at ciiaa^ffM^iutTiKTiit^ i 
phantcoutd we t^tch evt^n a g^litnpee > 
ftf Ofii^tiine, fieveral doEona of peacock 
on the treei, iome higb ia tbe air; ' 
repcfttedly^ bot I do not belicrre a 
abot. Their plutnago ejcee<?ded tb 
peacocki less m the brilliaucy of tb 
the wonderful finejics^s of the glo».*»— 
of jiuiiDAlgi of all kinds in tbeir na 
atyircely saw one small bird during 
cursion, or heard i^ single note b 
sf*rc'ani? of tlit" pinonck nWfi parrc 
(lame Nature, in her even-handed 
tilings, has probably bestowed upoi 
of the woods, to counterbalance the 
tiieir apparel. 

While discussing tbis point, the 
occasion to point out to us the grea 
such artificial means of irrigating a 
ancient lake of Candelay, by the sii 
were now encamped, must have fun 
culturists of former days, when its 
were husbanded and drawn oft' to ft 
rounding country. 

This stupendous monument of t) 
industry of some former race is pla 
slightly elevated above the districts 1; 
and the sea, \v\iicVi, m a. ^vi^tl Vvtve, 
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about twelve or fourteen miles. We could not ascer- 
tain exactly what was the precise elevation, but, 
from the remains of trenches, sluices, and other 
contrivances for drawing off and distributing the 
water, it appeared that the fall in the ground must 
bave been sufficient to enable the husbandmen to 
irrigate the fields at pleasure ; though, to our eyes, 
no inclination could be perceived. The lake itself is 
now greatly diminished in extent, from the dilapi- 
dations in its <'bund," or retaining embankment, 
but still it stretches over many square miles of area. 
On three sides it is confined by the swelling nature 
3f the ground, and it is only on the fourth that any 
dxtensive artificial means have been resorted to for 
confining the water. At this place, across a flat 
broad valley, there has been thrown a huge embank- 
ment, constructed chiefly of oblong stones, many of 
them as big as a sofa, extending in a zig-zag line 
for several miles. At some places it rises to the 
height of thirty or forty feet, and the courses of stone 
being laid above one another with considerable regu- 
larity, this great retaining wall assumes the appear- 
•ince of a gigantic flight of steps, and being crowned 
at top by an irregular line of tell trees, it breaks the 
sky-line beyond the lake in a manner extremely 
picturesque. Here and there lateral gaps between 
:}ie hills occur in the other sides, all of which are 
illed up with similar embankments. 

Near one end of the principal wall we could dis- 
inctly trace the ruins of a considerable tower, beneath 
rhich the great tunnel or outlet used for tepping the 
ake most probably passed. It is said that some 
arly European settlers, a century or two ago, im- 
tressod with an idea tliat treasure was hid in this 
.uiUling, had torn it down to get at the goldhewe«.l\\» 




CHAPTER XU 

G&IFFINS IN INDIA 8IMBAI] 

DIAMONDS A ICOSQUn 

[|N the evening of the 1 
1812, we sailed, in hi 
Illustrious, from the 
hour of Trincomalee. 
to get out we were sadly haffled 
winds, which knocked us ahout &< 
the entrance, in which, unfbrti 
anchorage is to he found, owing t 
of water and the rocky nature of t 
serious evil of a rocky bottom is no 
obviated by the admirable inventi( 
when the water is not too deep, 
chain merely acquire a polish 1 
against the coral reefs and other 
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up again, then comes the tug. I once let go 
chor with a chain-cable bent to it in forty-five 
IS, without having calculated on the probable 
of the momentum. Though the cable was 
, all the stoppers snapped like packthread ; and 
chor, not content witii shooting to the bottom 
n accelerated velocity, drew after it more than 
drcd fathoms of chain, in such fearful style 
e thought the poor ship must have been shaken 
es. The noise was like that of rattling thun- 
ad so loud that it was impossible to hear a 
indeed it was even difficult to speak, from the 
ive tremour caused by the rapid and violent 
e of the links, as the chain leaped, or rather 
ip the hatchway, flashing round the bits, and 
out sparks like a firework. Finally, it tore its 
It at the hause-hole, till the whole cable had 
)ly piled itself on the anchor in a pyramid of 
: the bottom of the sea. The inner end of the 
lad of course been securely shackled round the 
f the mainmast; but the jerk with which it 
rought up, made the ship shake from stem 
n, as if she had bumped on a rock, and every 
lly expected to see the links fly in pieces about 
?k, like chain-shot fired from a cannon. It 
)t many seconds of time for the cable to run 
it it occupied several hours of hard labour to 
it in again. The ordinary power of the capstan, 
anned, scarcely stirred it ; and at the last, 
to the weight of chain hanging from the bows 
?ame to be added that of the anchor, it was 
ary to apply purchase upon purchase, in order 
^ the ponderous mass once more to the bows. 
L'D we got fairly clear of the harbour of Trin- 



for its bread-fruit and cocoa-nuts, 
on to Columbo, the capital of the i 
may take occasion to mention, is 
our countr}'mon of the East to b 
stared with all our eyes when this ' 
mation was first given us, and fs 
friends were quizzing us. But we i 
in the technical language of that 
does not form a part of India; still 1 
Java, or any indeed of the isla 
tropica] Archipelago. New-comer 
good deal perplexed by these and s 
peculiarities in language and man 
at first laugh at as a good joke, 
afiected, and lastly conform to as 
proper. Among Aiiglo-Indians the i 
Sunda, and so on, together with tl 
those magnificent groups of island 
and Moluccas, are all included in the 
** To the eastward." 

At almost every part of this i] 
found further local distinctions, o: 
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o express, only one point in it — a little watering- 
)lace. Mere local words, in like maimer, come to 
lave a much more expanded signification. The word 
>haut, I believe, means, in strictness, a pass between 
lills; and hence, some bold etymologists pretend, 
;omes our word gate ! The term, however, is now 
ipplied to the whole range of mountains which fi*inge 
he western coast of India, just as the more gigantic 
Cordilleras of the Andes guard the shores of the 
Pacific. 

But whether Ceylon be in India or not, this island 
s celebrated for its precious stones; indeed, there 
kre writers who believe that Mount Ophir of the 
Scripture is Adam's Peak of Ceylon. Be this also 
is it may, our ever-enterprising and active-minded 
Admiral determined to bring this reputation to the 
)roof ; and, one day at dinner at the governor's table, 
ictuaUy announced his intention of having a hunt 
or the sapphires, rubies, tourmalines, chrysoberyls, 
.nd conindums, for which the island has been long 
celebrated. His Excellency smiled, and the com- 
>any at large scarcely knew whether to treat the 
iroposal as a joke or as a serious afi&ir. Sir Samuel, 
lowever, was not a man to be quizzed out of his 
•urposes; he begged to have a party of workmen 
ent to him next morning, and that each of the men 
light be fumiished with a basket, a request which 
aturally produced a titter; for it was made in such 
tone as led us to fancy the worthy Admiral expected 
) collect the rubies and garnets in as great profusion 
5 his far-famed preilecessor, Sinbad the sailor, found 
lem in the Valley of Diamonds. 
His precise plan he kept to himself till he reached 
le river, in which the finest stones are said to be 
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fownd, the iJJutml Btrip of ground bof 
WM fotined CDjellj of fine gravel mi^€ 
leiv^ »iii] tnurj. lie fe he il<^»]r^ tb 
tHctr baskotj', and to carr^ the* whole 
thc'j pitked it up, to fjno of the J^hip'H 
be Imd dirccfrwl to meet him nt the L 

Not a watd inoi^ ^as gaid on tL 
GeyeniinetJt-house, nor on board the 
ponple of dAya after wp Knd left CToIum 
AdjTjira] ordere^A tk> ha£ of gmvel in 
along ivith a great tub of water and 
WflBb-deck buckoti. Tlie wholt> stuff 
fthofe wa» now thoroiiehlv cleaned, an 
the (Ttiivel pemuined, it waa divided into 
simiUJ portionst and laid on plates and 
t&hlo of the fore-t-JihirL As eoon aa aIH 
the AdmirRl, who duporm tended the op< 
out, '* Send all the yoiinp gentlenion in 
let t^Tcry one take a plitefiil of gravfil b 
c^tr^i Trliat jewels hi- can.*' 

Before the party had time to assen 
lifjlited Admiral had himself discovere 
dish three or four small garnets, one nib 
small crystals of corundum. By-and 
astonishment of every one, a coUectio 
which not only furnished the promisee 
governor's lady, but half-a-dozen otl 
beauty. These precious stones were 
of the largest dimensions ; but, for all 1 
miral established his point. 




CHAPTER 3CS. 

CEYL0NE8E CANOES PEBUVIAN BALSAS 

THE FLOATINO 'WINDLASS OF THE COEO- 
IIANDEL FISHEBMEN. 

^HE canoes of Ceylon, as far as I remem- 
ber, are not described by any writer, 
nor have I met with any professional 
men who are aware of their peculiar 
construction, and of the advantages of the extremely 
elegant principle upon which they are contrived, 
though capable, I am persuaded, of being applied to 
various purposes of navigation. 

Among the lesser circumstances which appear to 
form characteristic points of distinction between 
country and country may be mentioned the head- 
dress of the men, and the form and rig of their boats. 
An endless variety of turbans, sheep-skin caps, and 
conical bonnets, distinguish the Asiatics from the 
** Toppee Wallas" or hat-wearers of Europe ; and a 
still greater variety exists amongst the boats of 
different nations. My purpose, just now, however, 
is to speak of boats and canoes alone; and it is 
really most curious to observe, that their size, form, 
cut of sails, description of oar and rudder, length of 
mast and so on, are not always entirely regulated by 



tlie H^lkr dfmnte of the locatityt Wl mafTe 1 
pcnd <m ft o^irice which it b diffieoLl to Acctm 
Tilts b0«fta of B&me eotmtri^ are «» extre«i3t4j[ 
tfoMof wid iiftogi.^thi?r iritlioQt bearinpv tltailJ 
SBjillt'iit wi^ight on one ftds more than on ihe ot 
Iipt<^t9 them* ThU applies to ihe canoes of 
^ orth Ameiican Indian, which j^eqiiine coDBulen 
prnctice, ^vGn in tli@ soioolKest water, to k^^p t\ 
wpright I and yet the Indiana trv^ imxnenm h 
in them* althouffli the suHikec ofthciw mst »Iiec1 
fresh water m often a« roiij^h Hts that of Any fsajjjU 
Tbe Wft^i^, it is tree, itre not «o king; and higlJ 
thpy ^c yvry awkward to deal with, fnim i 
ahniptncKa, and the rapidity with which thoy ge 
whf?n a bi^e^e ^eta in, 

Qti ^flie parts of tho no&^t of the United St 
where the bgijioiib we alternateJy rery fitie and ' 
rough r our ingenlons friends, the Ainericatist, 1 
contrived a »et of pihit-boafc?, which are the del? 
of prery Piiilor. Thia dt^cripfion of vesFit'lj ns 
name iin])lies, must always be at sea, as it is imj 
si bio to tell when her ser>'ices may be rcquirec 
ships steering in for the liarbour's mouth. 
conlinfjly, the Baltimore clippers and the NewY 
p'lots defy the elements in a style which it requ 
a lonL): apprenticeship to the difficulties and disc( 
forts of a wintry navigation, in a stormy latiti 
duly to ap])reciate. In the fine weather, smo 
water, and light winds of summer, these pilot-b( 
skim over the surface with the ease and swiftnes; 
a swallow, apparently just touching the water y 
their prettily I'ormed hulls, which seem too smal 
bear the immense load of snow-white canvas swell 
above them, and shooting them along as if by ma 
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ivhen every other vessel is lost in the calm, and when 
even taunt-masted ships can barely catch a breath of 
air to fill their sky-sails and royal studding-sails. 
They are truly "water-witches;" for, while they 
look so delicate and fragile that one feels at first as 
if the most moderate breeze must brush them from 
the face of the ocean, and scatter to the winds all 
their gay drapery, they can and do defy, as a matter 
of habit and choice, the most furious gales with 
which the rugged ** sea-board" of America is visited 
in February and March. 

I have seen a pilot-boat off New York, in the 
morning, in a calm, with all her sails set, lying 
asleep on the water, which had subsided into such 
perfect stillness that we could count the seam of each 
cloth in the mirror beneath her, and it became 
difficult to tell which was the reflected image, which 
the true vessel. And yet, within a few hours, I have 
obsened the same boat, with only her close-reefed 
foresail set — no one visible on her decks — ^and the 
sea running mountains high, threatening to swallow 
her up. Nevertheless, the beautiM craft rose as 
buoyantly. on the back of the waves as any duck, and, 
moreover, glanced along their surface, and kept so 
good a wind, that, ere long, she shot a-head, and 
weathered our ship. Before the day was done, she 
could scarcely be distinguished from the mast-head 
to windward, though we had been labouring in the 
interval under every sail we could safely carry. 

The balsas of Peru, the catamarans and masullah 
boats of the Coromandel coast, and the flying proas 
of the South Sea Islands, have all been described 
before, and their respective merits dwelt upon, by 
Cnn]^. Vflnrniivpr. TTIIna. and others. Ea/^h in ita 
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dent on the «pot alone know the art of applying to 
practice. 

The hull or body of the Ceylonese canoe is formed, 
like that of Bobinson Crusoe's, out of the trunk of 
a single tree, wrought in its middle part into a per- 
fectly smooth cylinder, but slightly flattened and 
turned up at both ends, which are made exactly 
alike. It is hollowed out in the usual way, but not 
cut so much open at top as we see in other canoes, 
for considerably more than half of the outside part 
of the cylinder or barrel is left entire, with only a 
narrow slit, eight or ten inches wide, above. If such 
a vessel were placed in the water, it would possess 
very little stability, even when not loaded with any 
weight on its upper edges. But there is built upon 
it a set of wooden upper works, in the shape of a 
long trough, extending from end to end ; and the 
top-heaviness of this addition to the hull would in- 
stantly overturn the vessel, unless some device were 
applied to preserve its upright position. This pur- 
pose is accomplished by means of an out-rigger on 
one side, consisting of two curved poles, or slender 
but tough spars, laid across the canoe at right-angles 
to its length, and extending to the distance of twelve, 
fifteen, or even twenty feet, where they join a small 
log of buoyant wood, about half as long as the canoe, 
and lying parallel to it, with both its ends turned up 
like the toe of a slipper, to prevent its dipping into 
the waves. The inner ends of these transverse poles 
are securely bound by thongs to the raised gunwales 
of the canoe. The outrigger, which is always kept 
to windward, acting by its weight at the end of so 
long a lever, prevents the vessel from turning over bv 
the pressure of the sail ; or, should the wind shin 
suddenly, so as to bring the sail a-back, the buoyancy 
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of tht Boatiujuf log wocild prenrcDt the canoe &<Hn Dp- 
iietliflig on tiutt aide bv retaintug^ thi? cmt-riggcf 
liofifiBeilil. The ma<4, wiilch in v^ery i^utit, of Ifi^i 
BtipportS « lug-«dl of iDime]]49« inse, ^jkI i» ttc>]^ 
cxiujtly m mi(i»blp} tliat 1% At t]i« Rftme diitiujfo 
lVt>m both encb of tbe CAnoo. TJia yi^t aWn ij^ 
eluiig pri^isdy in the middle' i &.ntl whtlf^ t)ie tnc^ of 
tbc^ jtnll la made &9t at oqq c^ti^mtlj of Uie biiU.lh& 
oppoftite corner, or clew^ to which Ihc eheet is ELitncbisI, 
haub ailt ta the other end. Shnitiili* eitt^iid innu 
the tiiaat-hciid to tlje gunwale ofthf n*»t>«; bt^iii^-a 
which, slenricr batValajB an; carried to the i-xtremitv 
of tbtj oat-nggBr; aaml tbe^ rope», hy reason of 
tbt.nr pn^'at sjiread, ghe sneh powerful support tdtbe 
mu»ij tbDugb loaded wub a prodi^ciua j^I, tliAti 
rtry blentler spsir b atiflii-Jerit. 

The mutiwid of Tforkiog tJie enils of tfiesie canoei 
lAftiiblloWft* Tht'V prtiee*Hl in one direction ^£ll 
JM may W de^^^tued cosveiucnC, &nd th^Hf wltluml 
^03 ng about, or turn in "■ completely round aa Vfo d<\ 
tiny niLTcly t'bui];_r(.' tlie stern of tbe cantJc into tbe 
In'udj by sbiftiiiij the tack of thesailorer to jeewadf 
iind m converting it iuto the sbi/ob-^whilij tbe othe* 
t'li^w, being BijiltC'd up ta i^iridward, becomes tke 
tJiL'k, An siHin nn tbtac cimnfxett bavo heeu ntflde, 
away ^piutt tin.' littb fairy kirk on her uew course, 
hut alwavf^ keepings the same sidf, or llmt on whicb 
tliu out-ri^gc?r h jjlaec^d to wJntlward, It wjU ha 
vnmly umlt.'rytood that tbe pressure of tbe sail hasi 
tt'Uik'Ucy to lift the weight at the ejEtremity of tho 
out-rigger above the j^iirihce of the water. In iail* 
iu;,*^ along", thert-fore, the bjg just ski ma tbe tops ol 
tliL' wavLflj but jscarcely ever buric>s ita^jtlVin them, m 
that Httie or no interruption ta the velocity of tb» 
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canoe is caused by the out-rigger. When the breeze 
freshens so much as to lift the weight higher than 
the natives like, one, and sometimes two of them, 
walk out on the horizontal spars, so as to add their 
weight to- that of the out-rigger. In order to enable 
them to accomplish this purpose in safety, a " man 
rope," about breast high, extends over each of the 
spars from the mast to the back-stays. 

But of all the ingenious native contrivances for 
turning small means to good account, one of the 
most curious, and, under certain circumstances, 
perhaps the most useM, is the balsa, or raft of 
South America, or, as it is called on some part of the 
coast, the catamaran. The simplest form of the raft, 
or balsa, is that of five, seven, or nine large beams 
of very light wood, from fifty to sixty feet long, 
arranged side by side, with the longest spar placed 
in tlie centre. These logs are firmly held together 
by cross-bars, lashings, and stout planking near the 
ends. They vary from fifteen to twenty, and even 
thirty feet in width. I have seen some at Guaya- 
quil of an immense size, formed of logs as large as a 
frigate's fore-mast. These are intended for convey- 
ing goods to Paita, and other places along-shore. 
The balsa generally carries only one large sail, which 
is hoisted to what we call a pair of shears, formed 
by two poles crossing at the top, where they are 
lashed together. It is obvious that it would be 
difficult to step a mast securely to a raft in the man- 
ner it is done in a ship. It is truly astonishing to see 
how fast these singular vessels go through the water ; 
but it is still more curious to obsene how accurately 
tlicy can be steered, and how effectively they may 
be handled in all respects like any ordinary vessel. 
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the lateral support it previously received from its 
ara or keel at the bow ; or, in sea language, the 
Isa will immediately ** fall off," and in time she 
U come right before the wind. On the other 
nd, if the foremost guara be kept down while the 
inmost one is drawn up, the balsa's head, or bow, 
11 gradually come up towards the wind, in conse- 
ence of that end retaining its hold of the water by 
ason of its guara, while the stem end, being re- 
vcd from its lateral support, drifts to leeward, 
lus, by judiciously raising or lowering one or both 
e guaras, the raft may not only be steered with 
3 greatest nicety, but may be tacked or wore, or 
berwise directed, with precision. 
I never shall forget the sensation produced in a 
ip I commanded one evening on the coast of Peru, 
we steered towards the roadstead of Payta. An 
imense balsa was dashing out before the land-wind, 
d sending a snowy wreath of foam before her like 
at which curls up before the bow of a frigate in 
ase. As long as she was kept before the wind, we 
uld understand this in some degree ; but when she 
uled up in order to round the point, and having 
^e a stretch along-shore, proceeded to tack, we 
uld scarcely believe our eyes. Had the celebrated 
ying Dutchman sailed past us, our wonder could 
.rdly have been more excited. 
It will generally be found well worth an officer's 
tention to remark in what manner the natives of 
y coast, however rude they may be, contrive to 
rform difficult tasks. Such things may be very 
nple and easy for us to execute, when we have all 
e appliances and means of our full equipment at 
•nunand; but, aa circumstances may offcen occur to 
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deprive us of many of tbose meftn^, and thua, 
to riMlui^e oa to the condition of the native 
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to Sir Sjitiiut'l Hood tluit it mijrht be n f^ot 
tiinity to try the skill of the natives, who v 
brated for their expertness in i-aising grea 
i'roni tlie bottom. The proposal was one v 
liglited the Admiral, wlio enjoyed everytl 
was new. He posted himself accordingly in 
near the spot, but he allowed the task to I 
over entire ly to the black fellows, whom he o 
be supplied with ropes, spars, and anything 
required IVom the ship. The officers and s 
imitation of tlieir chief, clustered them.' 
Avondering groups in the rigging, in the ch; 
in the boats, to witness the strange spectf 
huge bower anchor, weighing nearly four tor 
off the ground by a set of native fishenn 
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scssed of no canoe larger than the smallest gig on 
board. 

The master-attendant stood interpreter, and passed 

backwards and forwards between the ship and the 

scene of operations — not to direct, but merely to 

signify what things the natives required for their 

purpose. They first begged us to have a couple of 

E spare topmasts and topsail-3rards, with a number of 

m. smaller spars, such as top-gallant masts and studding- 

19 sail booms. Out of these they formed, with wonderful 

i« speed, an exceedingly neat cylindrical raft, between 

two and three feet in diameter. They next bound 

b the whole closely together by lashings, and filled up 

la all its inequalities with capstan-bars, handspikes, and 

m other small spars, so as to make it a compact, smooth, 

SI and uniform cylinder from end to end. Nothing 

■; could be more dexterous or seaman-like than the 

^/ style in which these fellows swam about and passed 

li the lashings ; in fact, they appeared to be as much 

fC at home in the water as our sailors were in the boats 

i or in the rigging. 

? A stout seven-inch hawser was now sent down by 

I the buoy-rope, and the running clinch or noose formed 

E on its end, placed over the fluke of the anchor in the 

usual way. A couple of round turns were then taken 

•with the hawser at the middle part of the cylindrical 

raft, after it had been drawn up as tight as possible 

from the anchor. A number of slew-ropes, 1 think 

about sixty or seventy in all, were next passed round 

the cylinder several times, in the opposite direction 

'. to the round turns taken with the hawser. 

Upwards of a hundred of the natives now mounted 

the raft, and, after dividing themselves into pairs, 

ir and taking hold of the slew-ropes in their hands. 
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pulkd tliem up aa tight aa tbej could, fi] 
effort tliUT caused the cjlincicr to turn rmisd 1 
further rovolutbtiEs were stopped bj the inen 
ti|?htnewi of the hawier, whieb fy»i wound tt 
f ylinilf-r rtJs tfl*i as thp aJtrw-ropei wet« wacmd i 
When odL thu rope^ had been dr&wn eqtiallv 
Knd the lirbcdo party of meti had beeici rangtfd 
ISh^ to|j in nn erect po^ture^ with tht^ir &DEe all t 
qhc wvy, A fli^iud ima p^en by Qne of the pri 
natjifes** At this moment th<? men, one and aJ 
grasping ihetr feapective fileTr-inop?a iirmly in 
iiMiiis, and witiiont Wndrngf a joint in their 
boilit*, foil Biinultaneoualy on their backa, flat i 
water I Tbe tifltiCt of tbia sudden movettient 
turn the c} Undvr ft full qunrlwitit, or one qm 
a rm-olutioti. Thh, of cftursc, brought a eonaiti 
strain on tli« ba^ir«er fixed to the anchor, 
second flignid bemg ^ten* every altom^tc? j 
tnc^n gmduallj crept up the F^pars by meona tf 
slew-ntpca, till one-Fialf of tlip^ nntnher stoc 
more along the top of the cylinder, wbUe the 
lialf of tlie party still lay flat on the water, t 
their weight prevented the cylinder rolling 
again. 

When the next signal was given, those i 
who had regained their original position on tl 
of the cylinder threw themselves down once 
while tliose wlio already lay prostrate gathe: 
the shick of tlicir slew -ropes with the utmost i 
ncss as the cylinder revolved another quarte 
turn. It soon became evident that the anch< 
fairly begun to rise off the ground, for the 
rope, wliich at first had been bowsed taught ov 
stern of our launch, became quite slack. 
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I forget how many successive efforts were made 
by the natives before the anchor was lifted ; but, in 
the end, it certainly was raised completely off the 
ground by their exertions alone. The natives, how- 
ever, complained of the difficulty being much greater 
than they had expected in consequence of the great 
size of our anchor. In fact, when at length they 
had wound the hawser on the cylinder so far that it 
carried the foil weight, the whole number of the 
natives lay stretched on the water in a horizontal 
position, apparently afraid to move, lest the weight, 
if not uniformly distributed amongst them, might 
prove too great, and the anchor drop again to the 
bottom, by the returning revolutions of the cylinder. 

When this was explained to Sir Samuel Hood, he 
ordered the people in the launch to bowse away at 
the buoy-rope. This proved a most seasonable relief 
to the poor natives, who, however, declared, that, if 
it were required, they would ^0 on, and bring up 
the anchor fairly to the water's edge. As the good- 
natured Admiral would not permit this, the huge 
anchor, cylinder, natives, launch, and all, were drawn 
into deep water were the ship lay. The master- 
attendant now explained to the natives that they 
had nothing more to do than to continue lying flat 
and still on the water, till the people on board the 
ship, by heaving in the cable, should bring the anchor 
to the bows, and thus relieve them of their burden. 
The officer of the launch was also instructed not to 
slack the buoy -rope till the cable had got the full 
weight of the anchor, and the natives required no 
farther help. 

Nothing could be more distinctly given than those 
orders, so that I cannot account for the panic wliicli 
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In the first place/' said Sir Samuel, " you must 
rve, youngsters, that this device of the natives 
sithcr more nor less than a floating windlass, 
•e the buoyant power of the timber serves the 
ose of a support to the axis. The men fixed by 
dew-ropes to the cylinder, represent the hand- 
?s or bars by which the windlass is turned round, 
the hawser takes the place of the cable. But," 
inued he, '* there appears to be no reason why 
cylinder should be made equally lai^e along its 

length ; and were I to repeat this experiment^ 
)uld make the middle part, round which the 
jer was to be passed, of a single topmast, while 
uld swell out the ends of my cylinder or raft to 
2 or four feet in diameter. In this way a great 
jase of power would evidently be gained by those 

worked the slew-ropes. In the next place," 
the Admiral, " it is clear that either the buoy- 
, or another hawser also fastened to the anchor, 
'preventer,' ought to be carried round the 
lie part of the cylinder, but in the opposite 
it\on to that of the weighing hawser. This 
ad hawser should be hauled tight round at the 
of each successive quarter-turn gained by the 
. If this were done, all tendency in the cylinder 
irn one way more than the other would be pre- 
ed ; for Ccich of the hawsers would bear an equal 
e of the wciglit of the anchor, and being wound 

1 tlie raft in opi^site directions, would of course 
tcract each other's tendency to slew it round, 
whole party of men, instead of only one-half of 
1, might then mount the spars; and thus their 
.'(1 Btrcngth could ho exerted at each effort, and 
irfect .security, against the formidable danger of 

X 
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on with great attention. Their first operation waa 
to lay a jib-boom horizontally, and nearly along the 
shank of the anchor. This being securely lashed to 
the shank, and also to the stock, the whole length 
of the spar was crossed at right angles by capstan 
bars, to the ends of which as many handspikes as 
there was room for were lashed also at right angles. 
In this way, every cooly of the party could obtain a 
good hold, and exert his strength to the greatest 
purpose. I forget how many natives were applied 
to this service; but in the course of a very few 
minutes, their preparations being completed, the 
ponderous anchor was lifted a few inches from the 
ground, to the wonder and admiration of the British 
seamen, who cheered the black fellows, and patted 
them on the back as they trotted along the wharf 
with their load, which appeared to oppress them no 
more than if it had been the jolly boat's grapnel ! 
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passengers if the boat upsets, being all new to my 
eyes, and particularly odd in themselves, so strongly 
engaged my attention, that I had no leisure to think 
of the danger till the boat was cast violently on the 
beach. The very first time I landed, the whole party 
were pitched out heels over head on the shore. I 
thought it a mighty odd way of landing ; but sup- 
posing it to be all regular and proper, I scrambled 
up the wet sand, and merely muttered, — " What the 
devil will the fellows do next?" 

The surf at Madras consists of two distinct lines 
of breakers on the beach, running parallel to each 
other and to the shore. These foaming ridges are 
caused by a succession of waves curling over and 
breaking upon bars or banks, formed probably by 
the reflux action of the sea carrying the sand out- 
wards. The surf itself, unquestionably, owes its 
origin to the long sand of the ocean-swell coming 
across the Bay of Bengal, a sweep of nearly five 
hundred miles, from the coasts of Arracan, the Malay 
peninsula, and the island of Sumatra. This huge 
Bwell is scarcely perceptible in the fathomless Indian 
sea; but when the mighty oscillation reaches the 
shelving shores of Coromandel, its vibrations are 
checked by the bottom. The mass of waters, which 
up to this point had merely sunk and risen, that is, 
vibrated without any real progressive motion, is then 
driven forwards to the land, where, from the in- 
crcasinpf shallowness, it finds less and less room for 
its " wild waves' play," and finally rises above the 
general level of the sea in threatening ridges. I 
know few things more alarming to nautical nerves 
than the sudden and mysterious "lift of the swell," 
which hurries a ship upwards when she has chanced 
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to {pet too nour tl^e Bbof^f ftnd wlien^ in i^fiaequeiice 
of tibe di'^mlrttvo^ of flie calm, &he oin make no wav 
to i««w«ril, but ii gmlimlly horc Hearts r And nefij^r 

At laat, wiiea t}i« great oct^ii wave approaclM?* 
the lieiieb, and the depth ofimter is much dimiabbd, 
th4$ n'locity of so ymt a mai^ esfte^ping- alon^ th& 
Wttoruj tliough gr^tij iicct^l^rat^, becomes iaidt.'- 
qmi^ to fult)] the coT)ditioi3£ of the o^ciOationi aial 
it hae no refsuuiTC hut to ctirl into a high aad top 
piiog wave* So that thia tnoriD;^ ridgt? of irat^ 
after careering forwaiido iFith a front high in |fi»* 
portion to the inipula& bcliiadi, and foir a length of 
timo rogti]at<?d hj the degree of abruptoesa in tli« 
ride of tho shorei at laat da^hee tta tnonstroiis h^ 
with a noiso extrcTOelj Uke thmider along^ the eaSksi 
eoagt< 

Ofton, iDdeed, yrhen on ahoro nt Madras, hare 1 
hda, in bed awake, vich open vlndon-g, for houTt 
together^ lifltcning^, at the distaiice of tnanv a htig'.'& 
to tho Hoiiivd of tliese waves, and rdmost fancvinif 1 
(^uiil Ktill feel tlie tremoiir of the ground, alwaji 
distinctly perceptible near the beaeh. When tii 
distance is great, and the actual moment at which 
the sea ])reaks ceases to be distinguishable, and when 
a long range of coast is within hearing, the unceasing 
roar of the surf in a serene night, heard over the 
level plains of the Camatic shore, is wonderfully 
interesting. 

Any attempt to pass the surf in an ordinary boat 
is seldom thought of. I remember hearing of » 
naval officer who crossed once in his jolly-boat in 
safety, but on a second trial he was swamped, and 
both ho and his crew well-nigh drowned. Tb« 
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«ullah bottB of ihe ooimiiy Teiemble notiiiiig to 
seen elsewhere. They hm flat hottoms, per- 
idicuUr sidesy and abnqp^ pointed eoda, heing 
3l?e or fourteen feet long Ijim or mx broad, and 
ir or fi?e feet hif^ Koi siiiifl^ nail -antos into 
iir constmction, all the pknka being held togedier 
cords or ladnga. Aloi^ tiie plax^ at • short 
tanoe from the edge^ aie bored a set of holei^ 
x>agh which the lacing or cordis to pass. Akjer 
cotton is then interposed between dra planks^ and 
ng the seam is laid a flat narrow strip of a fibij 
1 tough kind of wood. The cord is next xofe 
"ough the holes and passed over the strips so that 
en it is polled tight the planks are not only drnwn 

as daae contact as the interposed cotton will 
3W o( bat the long strip is pressed against the 
tm 80 effectually as to exdude the water. The 
od of which these boats are constructed is so dastie 
d tough, that when they take the ground, either 

accident or in regular conzae of senrice, tiie part 
lich touches yields to the preasnre without break* 
^, and bulges inwards almost as readily as if it 
>re made of shoe-leather. Under aimilar circum* 
inces, an ordinary boat^ fitted with • keel, timbers, 
d pkmks nailed together, not bang pliable, would 

1 shivered to {»eces. 

At the a£teT or stemmost end a sort of high poop- 
ck passes from side to side^ on which the steers- 
ftu takes his post. He holds in his hand an oar or 
ddle, which consists of a pole ten or twelve feet 
ng, carrying at its extremity a circular disc of wood 
tout a foot or a foot and a-half in diameter. The 
.rs used by the gix hands who pull the masullah boat 
e similar to that held by the steersman, who is 
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ilwiji n Twrnon of leog- txpL»rit!tiee Rml Irotfim nki 
fti well n>! 'int foofri*>Hf»^«,lM: ' 'U^ 

mUIo to 't" til© fn'»Mv^»{fr ■. Lirf 

high, ^^l^ M,,..,^ :^it ojjon lilgli lii.viMi^ ..n^Ulif 
nAlu ftff IiiJjI by crtTTTiimt*tJ*, or ring^ zruid^ *jf rtr| 
to pin* iri!«.rU»d in iln > m u ^li-^ r,i that tbcv can 
l<i#t g>) hikI rt«iimedl !' ' . ivitbout rii^tk of lid 

lost* Til© prnwcnftr l vittinisl sfrcal ther 

BtlvMi oti a crr>wt betirli jiboiit ji foot lowct tiwn i 
tivAU oP I lie nvwuf** ariJ elf»^#^ In fi-c»iDii of fht- mii 
poofi or st<?cTHTn»fi*8deak, which is neiirijoaAb 
with the guuwalo. 

The whole prxjc^sa of bndingi^^ from tire miwM 
f>f k'ftving the »lijp till t'sh fpel Tmirft(?If sife on t 
CTOwn of the beAch i» na disitgreGsblo m caa I 
and I can oiily say fnr inj§5e!f tliat crerry titn* 
croBsecl the etirf it rose in nij rp!ipt>c*t. At the djr^ 
or t<?nth transit I begnfi really to foel iincomfortJili 
&t the twetitioth I fdt conBidGrable apprtrb^rusiott 
hemp wc'1] (liicU(?(l ; ?itti1 at fthoiit the tMrtiotli tii 
of crossing, I almost fancied there was but lit 
chance of escaping a watery grave, with sharks 
sextons, and the wild surf for a dirge ! The trw 
is that at each successive time of passing thisfom 
dahle harrier of surf we become better and betl 
acquainted with the dangers and possibilities of a 
cidents. 

irowcver, as all persons intending to go ashore 
^fadras must pass through the surf, they step wi 
what courage they can muster into their boat alonj 
side tlie sliij), anchored in the roads a couple of mil 
off, in consequence of the water being too shalh 
for large vessels. The boat then shoves off, and roi 
to the *' back of the surf," where it is usual to let) 
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a grapnel, or to lie on the oars till the masullah boat 
comes ont. The back of the surf is that part of the 
roadstead lying immediately beyond the place where 
the first indication is giren of the tendency in the 
swell to rise into a ware; and no boat not expressly 
fitted for the purpose ever goes nearer to the shore, 
but lies off till the '< bar-boat" makes her way 
through the surf, and lays herself alongside the ship's 
boat. A scrambling kind of boarding operation now 
takes place, to the last degree inconvenient to ladies 
and other shore-going persons not accustomed to 
climbing. As the gunwale of the masullah boat 
rises three or four feet above the water, the step is 
a long and troublesome one to make, even by those 
kIio are not encumbered with petticoats — ^those sad 
impediments to locomotion — devised by the men, as 
I heard a Chinaman remark, expressly to check 
the rambling propensities of the softer sex, always 
too prone, he allejred, to yield to wandering impulses 
without such encumbrances ! I know to my cost, 
from many a broken shin, that even gentlemen bred 
afloat may contrive to slip in removing from one boat 
to the other, espwrially if the breeze be fresh, and 
there he what mariners call a ** bubble of a sea." In 
a little while, however, all the party are tumbled, or 
hoisted into the mMsullah boat, where they seat them- 
selves on the croBs-bench, marvellously like so many 
culprits on a hurdle on their way to execution ! 
Ahead of them roars and boils a furious ridge of 
tcrritic breakers, wliile dose at their ears behind, 
stamps and bawls, or rjither yells, the steersman, 
who takes thin method of communicating his wishes 
to his fellow-boatmen. The steersman stands on 
his poop, or quarter-deck, just behind the miserable 
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pasaengeTB, ¥r1iost> liesids rontih 
hbt kn^c^. Ilia oar r&^ts iti » 
tht?!^ tttv-TU'iKifft, ajid not unly 9e 
given him the power to slew or 
With i'yn*iclorabIe nipidity, wh* 
of the rowers* It ia neces^tary 
wail for a faroumbto roocn^n 
Othenrise lh(> eh&nf«^s an? that 
in tlie maiiner I HfaAll dc^^crib 
are frequently kept waiting h 
twenty mmutoi, at the buck i 
froper opportuuity pm^ents t|$ 

Buring all this wJiil^, tbo ea 
veteran ak)pp?r dbafl glances 
wardi from the swc^ll rolling in 
tbo anrf wlucb ie breaking clost 
to tiBfie be utters a. balf word t 
kind 0f faint interrogative to 
maodm^-o^eer indulgea wben 
cslY nee on tbtj prirf of tbo^e un' 
less whether tliey .inswer or no 
ever, he remains quite silent c 
of the passage, ns do also the ro 
the ixitldles horizontiilly, or alio 
to float on the surface of the w{ 
boat rolls from side to aide, or i 
wards as the swell, just on the 
her into the air, and then dro 
hollow with the most sca-sic 
should state, that, during this 
interval, the masullah boat is jj 
line of surf, parallel to the s 
exactly in the trough of the se; 

I have often watched with tl 
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liscorer what were the indications hy which these 
ocperienced boatmen inferred that the true moment 
ras arrived when it was safe to enter the surf, but I 
leyer could make out enough to be of much profes- 
ional utility. It was clear, indeed, that the proper 
Qstant for making the grand push occurred when 
tne of the highest waves was about to break — for 
he greater the dash, the greater the lull after it. 
3ut how these fellows managed to discover, before- 
land, that the wave, upon the back of which they 
ihose to ride in, was of that exact description, I 
K>uld never discover. On the approach of a swell 
vhich he knows will answer his purpose, the steers- 
nan, suddenly changing his quiet and almost con- 
^mplative air for a look of intense anxiety, grasps 
tiis oar with double firmness, and exerting his utmost 
strength of muscle, forces the boat's stem round, so 
bhat her head may point to the shore. At the same 
time he urges his crew to exert themselves, partly 
by violent stampings with his feet, partly by loud 
ftnd vehement exhortations, and partly by a succes- 
sion of horrid yells, in which die sounds Tarry ! 
Yarry ! ! Yarry ! ! ! predominate — ^indicating to the 
ears of a stranger the very reverse of self-confidence, 
iind filling the soul of a nervous passenger with in- 
Snite alarm. 

These fearful noises are loudly re-echoed by all 
the other men, who Strain themselves so vigorously 
\t the oars, that the boat, flying forwards, almost 
keeps way with the wave, on the back of which it is 
the object of the steersman to keep her. As she is 
9 wept impetuously towards the bar, a person seated 
in tiie boat can distinctly feel the sea under him 
gradually rising under a sheer wave, and lifting the 
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'boftt «|v— «ii^ up— iktid up, in a mtiQn&r e^o 

BtflTtliiig. At k^nftJi tlio ri<Jgc, near the m 
which tlio bo4Lt is plttc^l, Ueg'inB to cnr!, 
e<lge jurt brt^iks into a line of white fringe « 
mijM"f &A^ of the jieTpcndicuIar ia*^ pre*piit 
snores, towwds which it is aclvnjicing- with 
picllt)% The i^razid object of the htrnXw 
9^w%n in ooji^ifit m mnintainifiipf their pofiii 
on thf vi'ff CTOwti of the iiiaTe, but a littlefi 
flcttwadli down tbe slope, j^o as to Hdt? iip^D h 
den, a* It wtte* The import^rice of thb pi> 
becomes ftppafewt, when the curiing- vtitgp, n 
tkhh to maintain it^ elevation^ i« da&hed i 
forwaH», nnd clis[TerstKl int*> an immt'TiB^ 
foan^, hroken hy iTtnutiKimhle eddit^.t and wh 
into a t'otifuflt*il st'R of irrejjnlar wavc« ni*1 
mtiltuously togethpr, and cafltirag- the Rpray h 
tht* air hy im pi up tiff one airairLst the othei 
furion^ turmoil d^eti whirb t]ie ma«ulljih ho 
RTid mw}*\, in fipite of the rlt^gpainnc outc^rif 
Btotrsman, andtlic redoubled exertions of his 
inii- cnnv, half of whom back their oars, w 
other half tutjf away in vain endeavours to I 
head in the rijn^ht direction, 

I have end* avoured to describe the con 
f^nfv method of riding over the surf on the 01 
upon the back of the wave, a feat in all coi 
sufHciontly ticklish ; but woe betide the poor n 
boat which shall be a little too far in advanct 
proper place, so that, when the wave curls o 
breaks, she may be pitched head foremost c 
brink of the watery precipice, and strikes h 
on tlie sandbank. Even then, if there hap 
good luck, to be depth of water over the bar su 
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>at her, she may still escape ; but, should the 
be left bare, or nearly so, as happens sometimes, 
M)at is almost sure to strike, if, instead of keep- 
3n the back or shoulder of the wave, she in- 
ously precedes it. In that unhappy case she is 
ntly tumbled forwards, heels over head, while 
Tcw and passengers are sent sprawling amongst 
bam. 
itwcen the sharks and the catamaran men a race 

takes place — ^the one to save, the other to 
•oy — the very Brahmas and Shivas of the surf I 
e accidents, however, are so very VBre, that dur- 
11 the time I was in India I never witnessed one. 
lere is still a second surf to pass, which breaks 
le inner bar, about forty or fifty yards nearer to 
hore. The boatmen try to cross this, and to 
)ach so near the beach, that, when the next 

breaks, they shall be so far a-head of it that it 
not dash into the boat and swamp her, and yet 

far out as to prevent their profiting by itsim- 
to drive them up the steep face of sand form- 
he long-wished-for shore. The rapidity with 

1 the masullah boat is at last cast on the beach 
metimes quite fearful, and the moment she 
ps on the ground, as the wave recedes, most 
ing. I have seen persons pitched completely off 

seats, and more than once I have myself been 
' turned over with all the party, like a parcel of 
;ast out of a basket ! In general, no such uu- 
rd events take place, and the boat at length rests 
le santl, witli her stem to the sea. But as yet 
5 by no means far enough up the beach to enable 
assengcrs to p^et out with comfort or safety. 
X' the noxt wave breaks, the bow and sides of 




318 CATAM 

tb? boat bavc been sete^ 
013 tlie shore, wbo giieiLlJ 
tlie warp cjonies, both bj 
coufM% :uid likewisi^ by 
These last B?tag<?B of the p: 
for every time the &«rf n 
op ^nd lets her fall a gait 
at hiat ftlie is hi^b enoi 
waab of Ihe surf^ you eit 
quently descend by mcay 
get oif tbe top of n stage 
you look with astODtAbm 
throij^^h, and thank Het 
The return passage fr 
masiilMi boatp ia mom 1 
than the procc^g of Im 
eagily be uiidet«too<l, wh 
one ca«e tiie boat is cair 
the wav) rt, nrifl thJit all 
gross on tho part of the 
ticular moment. In goi 
the boat is kept continiu 
the talents and experiem 
the affair thronoliout. 
8urf, till a smooth mom< 
high sea lias broken, ai 
great exertions, to avail 
comparative tranquillity 
way across the bar befor 
detects, as he is suppos 
power to do, that anotln 
will, in all probability, c 
before he can row over 
back, hia duty is, to ordc 
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utmost speed and strength. This retro- 
ement withdraws her from the Wow, or, at 
allows the wave to strike her with di- 
riolence at the safest point, and in water of 
lepth to prevent the boat taking the ground 
% to the risk of her being turned topsy- 
have, in fact, ofi;en been in these masullah 
a they have struck violently on the bar, 
(een their flat and elastic bottoms bulge 
I the most alarming manner, but I never 
f the planks break or the seams open so as 
he water. 

!ry interesting to watch the progress of 
icst catamaran fellows, who live almost 
I the surf, and who, independently of their 
>08c of attending the masullah boats, are 
)loyed as messengers to the ships in the 
a in the worst weather. I remember one 
: sent with a note for the commanding 
:ho flag-ship, which Sir Samuel Hood was 
3us should be sent on board ; but as the 
as too tempestuous to allow even a ma- 
t to pass the surf, I was obliged to give it 
laran man. The poor fellow drew off his 
mall skull-cap, made apparently of some 
iin, or oil-cloth, or bladder, and having 
his despatches therein, proceeded to exe- 
isk. 

illy thought, at first, that our messenger 
; been drowned even in crossing the inner 
Q well-nigh lost sight of him in the hissing 
raves in which he and his catamaran ap- 
ly at intervals, tossing about like a cork, 
r the most difficult part of his task re- 
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Lead ':"-";^,ttli«*nt7 Wt feet, as^e. 
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■iVcliad s'^^'fVof tl»c wav*;./,»^,„ pieces 
tlrougl^ the lu^^t of^^^ crushed bunjo P 

tantly after.ard^^ '7 rebountog off the ^^ 
out of the ^va ter^ ,x the su^J.^ ^ „ 

dancing on the w^ 
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.ng more than breast-high aboye the sur&ce, and 
looking in all directions, first for his paddle, and then 
for his catamaran. Having recovered his oar, he 
oext swam, as he best could, through the broken 
§arf to his raft, mounted it like a hero, and once 
more addressed himself to his task. 

By this time, as the current always runs fast along 
the shore, he had drifted several hundred yards to 
the northward farther from his point. At the second 
attempt to penetrate the surf, he seemed to have 
made a small miscalculation, for the sea broke so 
very nearly over him, before he had time to quit his 
catamaran and dive into still water, that we thought 
he must certainly have been drowned. Not a whit, 
however, did he appear to have suffered, for we soon 
Baw him again swimming to his rude vessel. Many 
times in succession was he thus washed off and sent 
whirling towards the beach, and as often obliged to 
dive head foremost through the waves. But at last, 
miter very nearly an hour of incessant struggUng, 
and the loss of more than a mile of distance, he suc- 
ceeded, for the first time, in reaching the back of 
the surf, without having parted company either with 
his paddle or with his catamaran. After this it be- 
came all plain sailing ; he soon paddled off to the 
Beads, and placed the Admiral's letter in the first 
lieutenant's hands as dry as if it had been home in a 
'despatch-box across the court-yard of the Admiralty. 
' I remember one day, when on board the Minden, 
receiving a note from the shore by a catamaran lad, 
whom I told to wait for an answer. Upon this he 
a«kod for a rojM?, with which, as soon as it was given 
lim, he mado his litth^ vessel fast, and lay down to 
'Icep in the full bla/.e of a .1 uly sun. Uno of his anus 
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and o«c of hi« feet liung in tU& wate^r, 
dc»Kj(*n Hborkfl liitd b^en seen erul^iiig- rouml thajj 
A Udt £?t>n tract, indeed, apppai^ to fiist be| 
the j^liarks Ai>4 tli<?s<? people, for I nDver ttM^ 
c*ti 1 rpirtem,K'r erer liavtng' heart) of anvJTijrury 
by otixf to the ftthtif. By the time tny answes 
writti?n» the sun hud dried up the spray uit the 
feihjw'fl hody» SeJiirJEg auch a, c?oiitin>T of isalt, tfci 
hjniked fti? if he hacl Iwen duated witJi flour. J 
£mftTn»— a small copper cam — -were sll hii cl 
and ihree cii- four hroken hbcults in addidacf 
him away the happiest of mort^Li, ^ 

It IS matter of coTiildemblG surprise to er^l 
who has M'en how well the chain -pier at Bid 
etands the worst weather, that no simikr woo 
heeii deyiaed at Madr^» The water is nh^alj 
surf doe® not extend very fur frx>m tb<? heaci 
there eeems rc^llj no reas?©!! why a eh?iin-pierd 
not bo DTf^cted, which might answer not <m\jk 
net^orTimodation of ps^e^enpera^ but for the trairi 
gooflf^ tp and Itodi the eh ore. 





CHAPTER XXII. 

VISIT TO THE SULTAN OF PONTIANA, IN 
BORNEO SIB SAMUEL HOOD. 

I N the summer of 1814, Sir Samuel Hood 
made a voyage, in his Majesty's ship 
Minden, to the eastern parts of his sta- 
tion. We called first at Acheen, on the 
orth end of the island of Sumatra, where we held 
>me very amusing intercourse with the king of that 
istrict, whose capital the Admiral visited. From 
lence we steered over to Pulo Penang, or Prince 
f Wales' Island, and thence down the Straits of 
[alacca, entering the China Sea hy the heautiM 
traits of Sincapore. The Admiral's chief ohject was 
) visit Java ; hut as there lay three routes before 
im to choose between, viz. the Straits of Gaspar^ 
le Straits of Banca, and the Caramata passage, he 
referred taking the last and widest, which also led 
im near the western shore of the immense island 
:' Borneo. On reaching the equator, he steered in 
T the mouth of the great river Lava, which passes 
le town of Pontiana. The weather being very 
Yourable, the ship was anchored, and the barge got 
•ady for an expedition. 
At four in the morning, on receiving the joyful 
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As the sailors, by this time, were pretty well ex- 
.usted with rowing so long in the hot sun, they 
iled with great joy the sea-breeze which just then 
t in. They soon stepped the masts, hoisted the 
ils, and laid the oars in. 

" Now go to dinner, men," said the considerate 
ief, " this rattling breeze will not carry us up far, 
d you will pull all the better for a good bellyful." 
Just as this judicious order was given, and while 
3 were still laughing at the recent adventure, which 
minded us of Sinbad's mistaking a whale for a 
lid rock, our eyes were attracted by the sight of 
lother island, much smaller than the first. It 
emed, indeed, like a little grove or tuft of palm- 
le foliage, rising out of the water somewhat in the 
shion of our Prince of Wales' feather. None of 
e party had ever seen such a tree before, and every 
le tried to guess what it might be; but all were 
izzled. At length, a diminutive moving black speck 
owed itself at the root, or centre, from which these 
ry-like branches radiated. 
'* It is a rock with a tree on it," cried one. 
'* Nonsense ! " said Sir Samuel, " there are no rocks 
reabouts ; the soil for many a league is alluvial." 
** It skims along like a witch," exclaimed a third; 
t is surely alive!" 

'* Let us sail to it whatever it be," said the Ad- 
ral, waving his hand to the coxswain to sheer the 
rge further from the side of the river. 
As we drew near, we discovered our phenomenon 
consist of a tishing-canoe, gliding along merrily 
fore the sca-brcezc, with no other sails than half- 
lozcn brandies of the cocoa-nut tree placed in the 
>v, and spread out like the feathers of a peacock's 
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liAitl row to hccomplttfli our 
utrmm* The town of p£>Dtia 
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rjiri»rM» Tlik partictikr ttp>t ig 
in Indbi, juiil ii kiiovrn iinci<;fr \ 
SatigtiiiK I sQ«pect, howi^ver, i 
otIiiT Mi^omet^DS^ who Inhabi 
of the Indmn Islsuidd> Bfknowl^ 
pr«Hlilecti(jns fwr one spot tuo» 
caoj^lder tucb tUuigis as uM*r& ; 
of tliG fiiilowera of Moiioitttjt, ^ 
prophet. Probably the ^iingi 
lo€4il ailratitagea bc4oi*gm^ (^ i 
pfni-nilij appropriaied by tlie 
t*ViTj countrj. At all evi-^nfc?, j 
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and having no expectation of encountering anything 
so magnificent, were taken rather by surprise. Two 
enormous Chinese junks occupied the centre of the 
stream, each of them rising out of the water nearly 
as high as the poop of a line-of-battle ship. Along 
the shore, on both sides, lay a fleet of eight or ten 
sail of junks, some of them very large, and all hearing 
enormous white flags, in the centre of which sprawled 
huge dragons and other monsters familiar to the 
eyes of all fanciers of old China jars. 

In the mean time, as there existed no dispute 
i about the navigation of the Biver Lava, we rowed 
up very peaceably towards the great city of Pontiana. 
On our meeting a canoe with a Malay in it, the 
Admiral, who had been studying Marsden's dic- 
tionary all the way, stood up in the barge, made the 
men He on their oars, and to their great astonish- 
ment, and probably to that of the native, called out 
in the Malay tongue, — 

** Which is the way to the sultan's house?" 
To Sir Samuel's unspeakable delight, the man 
^hom he addressed understood him, and after offer- 
ing to show us the landing-place, paddled off ahead 
of us. Our fellows gave way as hard as they could, 
l>ut the Malay kept the lead; and as we shot past 
-the Chinese towns, one on each bank, the natives 
crowded to the beach, as much astonished, no doubt, 
with our strange cocked hats, swords, and oddly- 
shaped boat, as we could be with their long tails and 
wild-looking junks, or with the creases which every 
Malay carries by his side. This fierce-looking weapon 
is not, in form, unlike the waving sword one sees in 
the pictures of the angel Michael, though it is not 
above a foot and a-half in length. 
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3.^f THM SVLTAK AND 

TUe fiultaii^H coti^in re<?eirod the A*lini 

jiartv lit tb« gute of tUo y'^ai^, and ltd 
hfttitl altmg n cfuiBewaj of Bit^-etones to tli 
ol the iTionJirch, Piivctlj in the I3xul«lle c 
wiiv, wliich TTiiS only ten £*et wide aiu 
mHUT in liLipUi, tlicTe etami u twcufy-fofl 
gun. On tlie tup of tJie arcL tli^re waa b 
»4|iiar^? Mkom, &om Imlc^ in which fjeejM 
inwRdt>« of Kt*? or flb tjeld-piect«, the i 
FpsemMing very mtieh that jmrt af a c1uid''ff 
which p ptv«oiitj?i the BtiTnicjlit>kl or c^f^tlc 
the high wall aurrountling the paJiw^e % 
innumt'rahl? birg£* gnu* »eatteretl nbciatf 
with ti0 oflicr ohjcit't than to be Been, a^ i 
!cii>k irf u rjinjion were expects to do the 
fight \ Thp Bunie number of mock bair* 
powikr, utmiWly di«|MSt'd^ would Jiave an 
purfKJi^e otjunlly WflJ, or pCTliap^ better; 
npirtNirt'fl uo wnT ill which the gnojia cod 
without domg ranch more injury to th< 
than to the besiegers. 

On we went, till we were met by the si 
self, at tlie inner side of the quadrangle. 
teously conducted the Admiral to a larg< 
hall of audience, and, having begged his g 
down at a small table, took a chair by his 
began a conversation as if they had beer 
quainted. Of course, in spite of the Adm 
ficiencv, this could not be accomplished y 
interpreter ; and the services of a very cle 
boy, whom wo bad brought with us from 
were brouglit into requisition. The hall, 
we ware first received, might have been s 
feet square, bleak, unfurnished, and comfort 
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an imcoTered mud floor. It was so feebly lighted by 
a few windows almost hid by Venetian blinds^ that 
"we could only discover that the roof had been left 
bare and unfinished. After sitting for about ten 
minutes, the sultan rose and led the way to another 
apartment apparently of still larger dimensions, but 
literally so dark, that, had it not been for the light 
entering by the door we had left, and the one ahead 
of us, we could not have moved along without break- 
ing our shins over the stones, sticks, and other rub- 
bisli lying in the way. We had next to make rather 
a difficult transit along a precarious kind of bridge, 
formed of a single plank laid across an ominous- 
looking pool or puddle of mud, which divided these 
two branches of the palace from each other. 

All at once we were ushered into a splendid room, 
seventy or eighty feet square, brilliantly lighted, and 
not ill furnished, but strongly contrasted with the 
darkness and dirtiness of the suite we had passed 
through. This total want of keeping, it may be 
mentioned, is quite in Oriental taste. They know 
tolerably well how to be magnificent on occasions ; 
but tliey never learn how to be uniformly decent. 
The Asiatics, and even some other nations which 
might be named nearer home, can seldom afford to 
be taken by surprise. Indeed, I am not sure if more 
than one country can be alluded to, in which the 
people are at all hours ready to receive strangers, 
and have no occasion to make a fuss, or to change 
anything when a rap comes to the door. 

In the centre of this gorgeous room, on a dais, or 
a part of the floor raised to about a foot and a-half 
al)ove the level of the rest, and laid with a rich 
Turkey cai-jjct, stood a long table, at the top of 
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iiu.»iit of the establiBhtin^at wns tlirc 
Bbftflpt that we couhf see noDe of I 
of his hig:hue««'fi progeny, escep 
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on our knees, without much apprehension of being 
swallowed up. 

Both the upper comers of the room were screened 
off by white curtains, eight or ten feet high, so as 
to form smaller chambers. One of these served the 
purpose of a pantry, or subsidiary kitchen, at leaat 
we observed the dishes issuing from it, and thought 
we could distinguish the well-known sound of the 
cook's angry reproaches — a note which, like that of 
muttering thunder, is nearly the same in every cli- 
^ mate. The other comer we soon made out to be 
j a sort of temporary nook, from which the ladies of 
the palace and the young sultans and sultanas might 
g, spy the strangers. This we ascertained from seeing 
g sundry very pretty faces thrust out occasionally be- 
ji tween the folds of the curtain, and by the soimd of 
^ many an ill-suppressed giggle amongst the peeping 
,) damsels. 

The sultan appeared to enter into his guest's cha- 
I racter at once, and neither overloaded him with at- 
tentions, nor failed to treat him as a person to whom 
much respect was due. I heard Sir Samuel say 
afterwards, that he was particularly struck with the 
sultan's good breeding, in not offering to assist him 
in cutting his meat. The sultan merely remarked 
that few people were so expert as his guest even 
with both hands ; adding, neatly enough, that on this 
account the distinction which his wound had gained 
for him was more cheaply purchased than people 
supposed. While the Admiral was hunting for some 
reply to this novel compliment, his host remarked, 
that in Borneo it was considered fashionable to eat 
with the left hand. 
The supper, which soon followed the tea, consisted 
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of bed, ordered the boat to be manned, and declared 
his intention of dropping down the river while it was 
yet cool, so as to reach the ship before the fierce 
heat of the sun had set in. I suspect, also, that he 
-wished to escape the salutes for which he had seen 
some preparations over night. But scarcely had we 
gained the distance of two or three hundred yards 
from the shore when the heavy guns of the batteries 
began to fire a royal salute. The night was uncom- 
monly dark and still, and the successive flashes and 
reports of the cannons were followed by a long scries 
of echoes from the edges of the damp forests lining 
the banks of the three different branches or forks of 
the river. The Admiral, who had the finest percep- 
tion possible for all that was picturesque or beautiful, 
was exceedingly struck with the grandeur of this 
nocturnal salute, and having made the men lay their 
oars across the boat, while she drifted quickly down 
the river, he stood up in the stem-sheets in order to 
enjoy the scene more completely. 

A trifling incident occurred shortly afterwards, 

which recalled to our thoughts another important 

sen-ice of Sir Samuel Hood's, which, although it bo 

fiuniliarly known in the na\'y, may not be so freah 

in the recollection of persons on shore. A question 

arose in the boat as to whether or not the land-wind 

was blowing. Some said there was a breeze up the 

river, while others maintained that the wind blew 

down, towards the sea. The Admiral let us go on 

speculating and arguing for some time, and then 

aid, ** You arc botli wrong ; there is not a breath of 

ir either up or down the river. At all events wc 

lall soon see, if you will strike mo a light." This 

as done accordingly ; and the Admiral, standing on 
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the alU>r-ihwttrt, lidd tbe naked candle hig^ cm 
hia head, wliile th^ men ceased rowing, 

"Therp, you ae<?/' exclaimed be, **the 
Htai^ik quit© upriglitj which proves, tlml if there ba 
any brct'£<? at all^ it blows ni> latter tlia;ti tlie strei» 
nwiH J own/* 

Afl h© jet spo^o, the flame boat from tbe I»n4 
and in the ne^t instant was pulftid out by a iticiil 
gust fram the fort^t- 

" Ayl that « something like V* eatclaimwl dw 
ponimandtT-in-cliiet*; suidiiii^, in an under ton^, w 
be ix^umed his Bt?at, " I have known th*j time iibai 
a flaw of windj not gneattr than h^i« juat blown out 
tbif* candle, linfl K'ntlorxnl good ser>ict? t<j hL* Majestj*^ 
Tim was the iudd^nt to wh^ich he allrided :— 

Early in the year I704r, whon Captain Uood ecus- 
man ded hia Majesty's ehipjono, the pottof TotM 
though la poflsestsion of the Engljah at thetfaneflf 
hia departure on a short trip to Malta^ bad besi 
oiacnatcd while the Jnno waa absent ; and afl rf« 
hmd waj4 mritie tii thv nt^ht, no suspicion of that ub- 
pi>rtant dianfjTc of fift'iirs a^^se in the mind of vi,? 
ont\ \\iih hh wonted dccisiOFn, tht>refore, into tk 
pi>rt he (loJihcd; for, rdthtjugh the Juno earned n^ 
pfiot, L'a|fLiin llood'a kndwlodge of every portlielu^ 
pnci:' visitt'd rfiidered him comparatJTrel y iiidiiH?Tt*t 
on that score. A cotiple of the sharpost-sightLil 
miiiflhipmon were stationed with gW^s^^ tolookooJ 
for tlR- fleet J hiit no ,«Ijips were seen^— for the \mi^ 
nil roriKjjntf — nune wore tlierc I 

One vessel only, a sdihU brig, could he dete^ 
and the eapt.iin, ^^uppo^ing the fleet had run intotN 
irimr bruin mr ilnrlpig tho recent easteHy gak^ t^ 
solved to push up likewise. The batteries all kijfl 
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quiet, and though the brig hailed the frigate as she 
passed in a language so indistinct that no one could 
make it out, not the least suspicion was excited. 
Supposing they wanted to know what ship it was, I 
told them it was the Juno. The brig, however, was 
not quite so courteous in return j for they merely 
replied by the word " Viva," but made no answer to 
the captain*s repeated inquiry as to the brig's name, 
and the position of the British fleet. As the Juno 
passed under the stem of this treacherous little craft, 
a voice called out, " Luff! luff!" which naturally in- 
duced Captain Hood to put his helm down, from an 
idea that shoal water lay close to leeward of him. 
Nothing could have been more adroitly managed, for 
before the frigate came head to wind, she stuck £ist 
upon the shoal, to which the words " Luff, luff!" 
had no doubt been intended to direct her. 

A boat was now observed to proceed from the brig 
*! to the town. As there was but little wind, and the 
*•' water perfectly smooth, the Juno's sails were clewed 
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up and handed ; but before the men were all off the 
yards, a gust of wind came sweeping down the har- 
bour, and drove her off the shoal so suddenly as to 

■^ give her brisk stem-way. The anchor was speedily 
let go, but when she tended, the after-part of her 

f- keel took the ground, and the rudder could not be 
moved. The laimch and cutter being instantly 

*!' hoisted out, the usual preparations were made to lay 

V out a kedge, to heave the ship off. 

At this critical moment a boat came alongside. 

^ The people appeared anxious to get out of her, and 

:. two of tJicm, apparently officers, came up the side. 
They said it was the regulation of the port, as well 
as the commandine: officer's orders, that ships should 
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ta.y» t'n]>t^ii Hood m hb fmrrm 

** l\*ref*iving they wert* ams|)C'Clj 
^tntiul tn hU uarrati^^, '"and i 
tlipni ii^in »bmit Lor<l ITooil, 04 
* Siiyra trajiquilU% les Ang^lak so^ 

Im ikii intit;iiiit., tlie sltUiCitTon of 
catiie kijfJWM tKr*iiij?knut tji*? sli 

Ihiwitii; to lb I' riijht mid loft, ^rini 

jirtMininral It wan m.u\ of HoadV 4 
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Wfta fin flceiislyii to tt-ist its* tttjtli* 

' ' a fljiw nf wind commt^ down tbe Im 
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iving some bustle, began to draw their sabres, bat 
directed the marines to force them below, which 
is soon done. In an instant every officer and man 
IS at his duty ; and within three minutes every 
il in the ship was set, and the yards braced ready 
r casting. The steady and active assistance of 
ieutenant Turner and the other officers prevented 
ly confusion. As soon as the cable was taut, I 
dered it to be cut, and had the good fortune to see 
e ship start from the shore. The head sails were 
led ; a favourable flaw of wind coming at the same 
ne gave her good way. Not to be retarded by the 
»ats, I ordered them to be cut adrift as well as the 
rench boat. The moment the brig saw us begin to 
}se sails, we saw she was getting her guns ready, 
id we also saw lights in all the batteries. When 
) had shot far enough for the br!g*s guns to bear 
I us, which was not more than three ships* lengths, 
e began to fire ; as did a fort a little on the star- 
ard bow, and soon alter all of them, on both sides, 
they could bring their guns to bear. As soon aa 
3 sails were well trimmed, I beat to quarters, 
hen abreast of the centre of Cape Sepet, and were 
idy to go about, she came up two points, and just 
athered the Cape. As we passed very close along 
it shore, the batteries kept up a brisk fire. When 
•ould keep the ship a little off the wind, I ordered 
ne guns to be fired at a battery that had just 
ened abreast of us, which quieted them a little. 
o now stopped firing till we could keep her away, 
th the wind abaft the beam, when, for a few 
inites, we kept up a very lively fire on the last 
ttorv we had to pass, which I believe must other- 
5e have done us great damage. At half-past 
z 
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"Oh, by the powers! your honour/' replied 
Dennis, " sure I thought it likely you might be hurt, 
BO I wished to be near you to give you some help/' 

There was no resisting this ; the captain laughed ; 
and poor Dennis was allowed to take his own way. 
' Another remarkable instance of his courage and 

* disinterestedness was afforded at the battle of the 
> Kile. Previous to entering into that great action, 
i Kelson hailed Captain Hood's ship, and consulted 
s- him as to the best method of attack. 

* "What think you," said the Admiral, "of en- 
ft gaging the enemy to-night?" 

^ ** I don't know the soundings," was the answer, 
** "but, with your permission, I will lead in and 
«« try." 

The result is well known ; but I believe it is not 

* 80 generally known that, in the first draft of the 
*' despatch which Kelson wrote, he gave to Captain 

■J* Hood the merit of confirming him in his determina- 

5* tion of attacking the French fleet that night. On 

■^ [Rowing this letter, however, to Hood himself, he 

^ entreated that it might be altered, saying " that they 

^! were all brothers, engaged in the cause, and that the 

^ admiral would have received exactly the same ad- 

* vice from any other captain in the fleet whom he 

* might have consulted." The paragraph was there- 
^ fore omitted in the despatch. 

' I have this anecdote of the change in the despatch 

from one of his nearest connections, and one of the 
dearest friends to his memory. He himself par- 
ticularly wished the alteration in the despatch not to 
be told at the time; but, as the story crept out 
someliow, it seems very material that the facts 
should be well authenticated. When the circum- 
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•j^mm ftftCTWsrfBr by the friend from whom I Iulk 
feoeifwl nnthuritr to state \t^ he caoi^^a^ed th^i It wnt 
BO t Init cjtclfliiiif il — 

"How tlif* ilevil eouM ail this have ^t wind?— 1 
Tii'^'cr mc'iitiGiied it bel'ore to a Brmg *fitd.*' 

A4 thtro ia haniiy hmy prof4.^ai;iona] stnecilote iHiifi 
r«*tikLni iN frwbiM^a of interest more cmrire than tU 
mffrnt^rnHp parley ahoTe described betwc^^ NtJise 
ftli4 HrttKl, on the eve of the battle of the Nil**, I 
VOfiturt- to ft^^'t^ another vemioa of it, which b ittth 
iti&tkUy tbc bbjuc^, anfl id caleulat^rl to contirai, at» 
pleasinjf mariaer, nil that h caaential^ The fotbffinj 
jiartjcuUr* 1 biive het^fi fBtrouretl wit fa by C'aptftii 
>Vt»hk^y Parry, thtn lirst lieiutenanl of tk^ &i- 
loos* 

Wlicn steering for the onOTrty'» fleet, Sir H^nida 
Hebon bnlicd the Zealous, and a^ked Captain OooJ 
if be thim^ht he mi^'ht vent(ji*e ta bear up rtmiid ^ 
siioati' The anfli^^er wag,— 

*^ T rannot snv% sir \ but if you Trill allfiw me ths 
liononr of itading into action^ I ^vill keep the U** 
gnitifir/* 

** \(fn have my pf-rmission, and I wfsb you p»i 
lurk/' W!ti< the reply; and, as Nelson said thia, bt 
tftifk oEVhlfl hat. Captain HixhI, m Ills hnrrr t& re- 
turn the cowrte?y of hia admiral, dropped hiJ iJ* 
overb(Mvrcli He loDked after it, bug-hed, and M* 
cUiimed,' — 

"Never mind, Wehlt^y, there it goea Ibr IttA! 
Put tlie holm up, and niake rdl mW* 

CaptaTn Folt y of the (loliath, bein^ close U tN 
S^enhjiip, pTrehinH" tlifsmsuiceuvre, gxie^sed whnttln* 
orders were, antl lon^ up likewise* eo tbat when \h 
two ships had ihaptd their course, tliey were ti&^ 
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abreast of each other. The Goliath being a little in 
advance, which of course was rather annoying, Cap- 
tain Hood stood on for some time, in hopes of being 
aUe to take the lead in the Zealous, but finding this 
<Mnild not be without jostling and concision, he 
turned round and said — 

*'This will never do! Wdl, never mind; Foley 
is a fine, galhmt, worthy fellow. Shorten nul, and 
give him time to take up his berth. We must risk 
I nothing that will tend to the enemy's advantage.'' 
\ This was instantly done ! The Goliath shot a-head, 

% and Captain Foley had the glory of leading the 
i British fleet into action. By some accident, how- 
\ ever, he failed to place the Goliath in opposition to 
^ the headmost ship of the enemy's line. The ex- 
perienced eye of Hood instantly saw the conse- 
I quences, and while the Goliath passed on to the 
^ second in the line, Sir Samuel placed his own ship, 
1^ the Zealous, alongside the first, exclaiming in the 
joy of his heart, " Thank God ! my friend Foley has 
^ left me the van ship !" 

if The indifference to danger and fatigue which was 

habitual to this great captain cost him, I believe, 

i' his life when travelling in the interior of India, near 

'i Seringapatam. He reached a station at which a 

f fresh set of palanquin bearers were to have met him, 

but had been prevented by some accident. "It 

' matters not," he cried, " let us walk." And sure 

enough he set off to perform on foot a stage which 

might Iiavc been dangerous on horseback ; for the 

gun had nearly risen to the meridian, and there was 

hardly a breatli of wind. Possibly no mischief might 

have followed this march, hut he had been spending 

some days in the island of Scriu«japatiim, the moat 
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untiMltlij ^pot iQ My^T«> ; &nd it Ls a eaoom or- 
caii;iftttiice co»neeted with tlie mmlitj-fa qf tbe lujxioui 
diiitrict^ thftt it4 efTecta fn?qyeiidv lie dormant kmg 
aAeirit hm been bn^thed. SirSamud Hood did 
not fiMiape ; bat }ie fdt do iticopr^iiient^e til! after fa? 
(lesetfaded fram, and entered the CArna tic at Slattras. 
The j tingle £eT©r, of whiob tli<* fatal soeds bad iKMas 
sown at Seringapatam, iiti^u^ked lum aflcr « fev 
day8» When, tnifortumatoly for the prafefision Kui 
for hk eoantrj, he f^ll aick at Ma^lras, and knew 
that bi« bat momE'DtJ} were Juat approachbg, Iib 
called hia Ikithful friend and old follower in niaaj 
abipa and many actioii!?, Lieufeeiiant^ ftjt^^rwarda Cap- 
tain Waleott to liitJ bedaidp-, and i*aid to Lim^ 

** U will be very hanl, Wfdeott, to die ia tHi 
cuTsed plfu-c ; but wlionld I go oil; lot nnthing deter 
you from going home and acconnting to the Admi- 
ralty for my command of the F^nM. India station,^ 

These were nearlj the h^t intelliiphle wnnla k 
nttercd; and th^jflerre t* show how stTonj^.ereflb 
tbL^ buiir of dejith, wa-? bis scn-^e of proft-asioDal duty. 
K^ Lkmtfnnnt Wak-utt had served during the wbcli 
Lif Hip S{imTH.l'i5 India command in tbe douU^ 
(.■apjicity of flrtg-lkHitL'niint and secretary, and baJ 
I'lijovf^d the Adniirara entire confident*?/ h<?^ andti 
akme, posaeased the means of " aceonuting to t^ 
Admiralty'' for the* incasures corn pie t-ed, or in pre- 
gnr^s, for the ||nctti of tbe servit'o^ and therefore ^ 
Admiml fliiefge^rtd to him tbe propriety of hiflgaifl? 
home to report mnttorfl in person. 

The seniar eilit ct, who Jriiieeetubd to the commad 
in the Indian .iLri.^, felt so ilesiroini of following f 
tbf friendly intc^ntionJii f>f bis bvimenbod predecessof. 
that kuoiviiig the late Adnural's attachment to U^^ 
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tenant Walcott, he offered to promote him into a 

death vacancy, which had either actually taken place, 

or was certain to fall within a week or two. More- 

OTer, he assured him, that after the necessary time 

bad been served, he should have the first vacancy 

for post promotion. These were indeed tempting 

' offers to a young officer devotedly attached to his 

^ profession ; but they had no influence over a man 

■ bred in the "Sam Hood School/' The Admiral's 

il dying injunction appeared to this right-minded 

r I officer fuUy as binding, or, if possible, more so, than 

!• a written command must have been in his lifetime. 

■« To England Walcott went accordingly ; and the 

m^ difference in professional standing which it made to 

If him was this : — had he remained in India, as Sir 

i Samuel Hood's successor proposed, he would un- 

■^ doubtedly have become a post-captain of 1816, 

» f instead of which, his name stood in 1822, six years 

^ later on the list ! Had it been sixty times six, how- 

^* ever, it would have made no difference in his con- 

% duct. 

* When the army returned from Spain, after the 

* battle of Corunna, in 1809, there were between 
twenty and thirty officers accommodated in Sir 

' Samuel's cabin. Among them was a young officer, 

a connection of Lady Hood's, whose fether and 

mother called to thank him, conceiving that he had 

'" been indebted by this connection for the attention he 

' bad received, but Sir Samuel did not even know of 

* the connection or the name. *' Indeed," said he, " I 
hardly knew the names of half my guests. But who," 

' he continued, " would make any distinctions amongst 

' such war-worn and brave fellows." 

*-* The iact is, such was his general kindness, that 
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^idi tit those^ tnitlltnLTT o^ccTfi^ \iia paa^en^Gfi, fi 
tlio Mmiml wn^ mett^ cinl I0 lifm th&n to si^ 
cla©. Ht> puependi'tl on i\^n oec^on idl tba 
strait-la^Hl etjqtt*:?tt* 9 of the quart^r-HJeck di*d 
and pcitjiittotl tlio hat%99^ lotdiora to De del 
read between the ifniiB, or wherevc^r they \l 
Ills gre^t delight waa to coddle them up, ai 
eoinpense tlieni, as &!* a« lie i^onld, for the 
priTBtiooa thej hud undergone dttiing the 1^ 
mttd nQlhinf entertiuned him 90 much a« aeei 
poli^ih with whjeh these hungry campalgiitfrs p 
of hifi hoflpitality* On the day afttT tlje ik 
Cortrnjistt vrhen thcf^e gentlemen came on hm 
ordered a cock to be driven into a hosfsliead of 
old ^h<iTT\ I rind y* stitisfactioii wa« perfect, wl 
fitewfird, with a mefal counteiianci?, eommiit 
to him, oti arriving at Spithead, that *^ bk t« 
eaflk of win chad been dnitik dry on the pass 
the Si>hl i er offieera I" _ 








CHAPTER XXIII. 

COMMISSIONIXa A SHIP. 

OST people are curious to know how, 
from a state of total inaction, or what 
is called " laid up in ordinary," a ship 
is brought forward into real service. I 
liavc therefore thought it right to '* begin with the 
"beginning," and tell how a man-of-war is first com- 
missioned. This leads to the fitting-out ; that is, 
^tting in the masts, putting the rigging oyerhead, 
Btowing the holds, and so on. The next obvious 
point to be considered in the equipment of a ship is, 
the force she is to carry, which brings us to the 
▼ery curious question of naval gunnery. Finally, if 
"we suppose a ship equipped, armed, manned, and 
disciplined. 

As soon as an officer receives official intimation 
that ho is appointed to the command of a ship, he 
proceeds either to the Admiralty or to the dock -yard 
at tlie port where the sliip may happen to be laid up 
in ordinary, and tikes up his commission. In the 
first place, however, he must wait upon the admiral 
commanding at the out-port where tlie ship is lyinpf, 
and havincr reported himscli". ho proceeds to the 
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porintendcnt of the dock-yard, in order that tlie 
,mes of the officers and men may be entered as 
ey assemble. The admiral being then informed 
at the ship is in commission, he orders the com- 
uidant of marines to embark the proper comple- 
ent of men from the barracks. 
The master-attendant, in the mean time, is ap- 
led to for a receiying-ship or hulk, alongside of 
lich the ship may be placed, and in which the 
Bw may live while she is fitting out. The same 
icer will likewise give the boatswain a " note'' for 
e or more of what are called harbour boats — strong 
airs, but good enough to perform the rough sort 

work required in fitting out. The boatswain's 
mand for scrapers, buckets, and junk for swabs, is 
ide out and approved, that, from the first moment 
the last, the hulk may be kept clean. 
The officers of the newly-commissioned ship take 
ssession of the hulk assigned them, the purser 
is from the victualling-office provisions enough for 
Msent use, and draws from the same quarter a 
stntity of slop clothing, as well as bedding and 
rersacks, for the marines, who are generally the 
it men on board. They are supplied by the boat- 
un with hammocks, and thus the Jollies soon feel 
»mselves at home. The captain's clerk having 
jpared what is called an " open list," he enters 
) names of the officers and men as &st as they 
ive. Hammocks and bedding, as well as blankets 
i shoes, are issued to those sailors who may come 

board without any kit, which is too often the case, 
e senior lieutenant ought, if possible, to be one of 
3 very first persons who joins, and the sooner he 
xiblishes himself on boaid the hulk the better. 
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iployed at the rendezvous, to talk to the sailors as 
ey drop in to consider the pros and cons of the 
w enterprise in which they are innted to engage, 
le captain himself, and the first lieutenant also, 
tl generally find it worth their while to look in 
sasionally, perhaps periodically, at the rendezTOus, 
;^Mihly to speak on some husiness, hut chiefly to 
>w themselves, and hy a word or two of encourage- 
mt, to decide the waverers. It is of great conse- 
ence, on these occasions, to keep clear of anything 
lich, by possibility, can be construed into &lse 
stances ; for the moral impropriety of such entice- 
mts, their impolicy very soon betrays itself, and 
ten the men detect the fallacy, the result shows 
elf in the paucity of volunteers. The truth isy 
ek, with all his vagaries, possesses a quick discern- 
«nt in such matters, and is very seldom deceived 
chaff. It will seldom, if ever, retard the proper 
iming of a ship to be very fastidious in choosing 
tngst the volunteers who offer. The best men 
not enter for a ship where sailors are received 
icriminately ; and the lower order of mere work- 
tands are easily picked up to complete the crew, 
e men are always carefully examined by the 
on before being received ; but it would not be 
rule that no volunteer should be finally entered 
he has been seen and approved of by both cap- 
id first lieutenant. It is, indeed, of great oon- 
ce to the eventual comfort of the ship, which 
turns upon her good and consistent discipline, 
c first lieutenant and captain should be cor- 
greed on so material a point as the choice of 
vidual seamen forming the crew, 
g the short visits which the captain pays to 
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it is much better for the lieutenant, as well 
iptain, that they should part; and certainly 
lore conducive to the discipline of the ship, 
•efore to the good of the service, than if they 
for ever like cat and dog. Tliis, indeed, is 
understood, that the Admiralty throw no 
3 in the way of officers exchanging. 
96 tlie unfitness of the first lieutenant arises 
olute incompetence or negligence of his du ties, 
on appear in some palpable instance, for which 
be accountable before a court-martial, unless 
lin permit him to quit the ship to avoid that 
Ive. On the other hand, it will sometimes 
that an officer who is both competent and 
is i-ather too fond of having his own way, 
Tpreting the rules and customs of the service 
)wn particular fashion, in opposition to the 
' the captain. This pertinacity detracts from 
;iency as an officer, and more particularly 
i fitness for the arduous and delicate situation 
lieutenant, by preventing the establishment 
arty co-operation with his superior. But if 
jiderate line of conduct before suggested be 
wn by tlie captain, unless the lieutenant be 
>ig-headed person, who mistakes opposition 
, he will readil}' see that the true way of 
ing the senice is to enter heartily, cheerfully, 
jntively, into the peculiar plans of his chief. 
oes not do this, he will only find his duties 
more and more irksome to himself, and all 
[ will often be thrown away in ineffectual 

1 a ship is fairly commissioned, the first pro- 
9 of the captain, in respect to her equipment. 



^U fiW happMbB t(i be> The &hip may he m donf 



3jt STOWING THE BALLAST. 

moHt be ibtenniiie<l by the partlcolar states i 
«W bapp^bB ki be> The &hip may he in < 
the LaslQf or ndmg At the tnooringi^^ioii 
nnmiAted ; she iiuty bavie only jit^t b«^a W 
Of m»j have been " pwd off aii atandiiig/*! 
oMOp «ni« t>f the Brat poinL? ta be attcndi^d Iff 
itdWBgci of tlw Unlkst. Jf tbe flhip h&A h^m ii 
mlflrioii Wfore, a record of ber ^isaillii^ «iiBtlilj( 
tlw* pUyi of Ktowa|,'e which wag fauad tfl iuiBiii 
mil U^ Biipiiilieil liy ibe niipcfriEitetifljeitfe of t&« 
yard, tog^-tW wilb li^r drai)j:;Lt of water* fi 
ami Jift^ light RA kuneiicd a»d in ballaat; aud 
when completely e<iuippcd iW sea, with gun9,| 
plti?i»ions, and men dii board. If (be shij^l 
tJio cttptain will be tumUbed hy the Surveya 
Kayy with tivery ]iartipidflr respeetincr her 1 
the tnanrver in which he coneeiTcs ber holt 
b(i Btowp4L If tliia very important part of tbi 
e<x>Tiocay h« one that has ooeupietl ita doe si 
the 0fliT!maiicllnE!:-f)ffirer*fl attentiort, ho will i-a 
examine the conlbrmation of the ship's bottot 
be enabled to tell whether or not the former | 
stowinfTf tlie ballast agrees with his own theo; 
views, and his experience in such matters, am 
piittinj^ the ship's recorded sailing qualities 1 
side of these actual observations, he will be er 
to decide how the ballast shall be distributed. 
The Signal Books, Printed Naval Instructior 
Admiralty Statutes, and otlier works of reft 
and guidance, are supplied by the port-admiral, 
a copy of all the Port Regulations and Orders 8 
be made, anil so carefully perused bytlie captai 
officers as to be almost got by heart. A m 
attention, indeed, to the injunctions contain< 
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ese written orders, is absolatelj necessary to keep 
e officers of a ship out of eternal hot water with 
miral, flaj^-captain, secretary, and first lieatenant 

the flag-ship, all of whom are pat oat oi their 
y by any neglect on the part of an officer fitting 
refitting a ship. 

[ remember once a grand row which I, in com- 
>n with three or four other commanding officers, 
k into. A signal was made from the flag-ship at 
ithead, the Royal William, or the Boyal Billy as 
> was universally called. The order was, ''The 
ps at Spithead are to send boats to assist the 
sel in distress." On looking round, we could see 
;hing but a collier aground on the end of the spit, 
e boat, or perhaps two, were sent from some of 

ships — ^but not enough to save her ; so poor Jock 

on the shoal till he capsized, and there was an 
I of him ; for it came on to blow, and the shore, 
m South Sea Castle to Blackhouse Point, was a 
iplete beach of coal shingle. Next morning out 
le a swinging reprimand to all of us, ordering a 
eport in writing to be made forthwith of the 
sons why the signal made at four p.m. to send 
its to the collier had not been obeyed.'* I re- 
imend folks fitting out, therefore, as they value 
ir peace, to trifle with anything rather than the 
t orders. For it is well to consider, that a scold 
smbles a snow-ball — it always gathers weight as 
•oils along. Thus the Admiralty send down, by 
t or by telegraph, a rap on the knuckles to the 
admiral — ^very moderate as naval things go, but 
h as, in civil life, would make a sober citizen 
itic, though it merely squeezes out a p^rowl from 

venorable commander-in-chief. Straightway he 
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3iiably sure of being placed in a station they like ; 
although it would be highly injudicious to make 
. absolute stipulations without some previous trial 
lie candidate's abilities, it may be of great ad- 
age to the service to enter men more or less on 
principle. For instance, it is of the utmost im- 
iince to obtain steady petty officers, that is to 

quarter-master's, gunner's, boatswain's, and 
enter's mates ; captains of the forecastle, of the 
, and the tops ; sail-makers, armourers, caulkers, 
coopers ; with others of less consequence, but all 
etble in their respective departments, and con- 
iting to make up the singular population of a 
-of-war. The following list contains the peace 
blishment of the Conway, a ship of twenty-eight 
), which I fitted out in the beginning of 1820. 

document may perhaps interest persons wliolike 
iquire into the details of a community and menage 
ifferently constructed from any they are likely to 
t with elsewliere. 



: Scheme of the 
Conway^ 



E'^tablishment of His Majesties Ship 
tvith a Complement of 125 men. 



ain . . . 


1 


tenants . 


3 


r«r . 




ad Master 




er . . . 




:eon . 




swain 




aer • 




enter 




ter'8 Mate 




ihipmen . 




tant Surgeon . 




c . . . 




Carry forward 


18 



BroQf^ht forward 
Schoolmaster . 
Master at Arms 
Caulker . 
Armourer 
8 ail maker 
Carpenter's Mate 
Gunner's Mate 
Boatswain's Mates 
Q u arter - m asters 
Captain's Coxswain 
Capts. of the Forecastle . 2 
Cooper .... 1 
Capts. of the Foretop . 2 



Carry forward 30 



JS« 



COMPLEMEJS'T OJ 






CuTwn 



CuTT iofwurd t!6 



fntii)]*!' Cook 
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Abl«e 
Ordioi 
Landn 
BoypJ 

WiAem 



1 DrtfinffiiiT ; U PrivBtea^ 



The last odd entrv of three ti 
cifli^iai tiction (wow AboJishefl) bj 
«o many Imagmnty pcruoiiB wad t 
ffir tlie nlkf of tit*:' widtiwa of 
warrant officers. Ri'al men are r 
] laces. 

Jf any other ship be payings ofl 
it is well worth trying: to get son 
to ent<r for the ship fittinj^ out. 
been for several years togfether in 
fee! unwillin<^to part, and the pro 
still t'ompanions, often influences 
in considerable numbers, if other 
pear suitable. Wlien this takes 
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loney in the hands of the commanding-officer until 
lieir return. These men almost always form a 
aluable part of a ship's crew, and, I am convinced, 
be practice will become more general of removing 
irect from one man-of-war to another, whenever 
le system of frequent payments shall be established 
1 the Navy. The sailors will then learn the proper 
se of money, and will acquire, in consequence, more 
rderly, decent, and rational habits. 

By these and other means, if the captain and 
fficers be at all popular in their manners, or be 
nown ^vourably in the service, or if even without 
lese advantages, the intended station to which the 
bip is going be a favourite one, and ordinary pains 
e taken at the rendezvous, the ship's company soon 
cgrins to assume a respectable and business-like ap- 
earance. It then becomes of infinite importance, 
hat the first lieutenant should introduce a uniform 
.nd well-explained system of discipline on board, 
specially as regards cleanliness and neatness of ap- 
learance, which are best effected by frequent and 
■egular musterings, without too much fastidiousness 
n the first instance, as this might only teaze the 
nen, and prevent the effectual establishment of those 
>beervances which it is the chief purpose of good 
liscipline to render habitual. Great efforts should 
J ways be made to give to Sunday its true character 
f a day of repose ; and in the weekly mustering, in 
articular, a good deal may generally be accom- 
liehed towards imparting to the ship and crew the 
ppearance of order, which in times more advanced 
ig-ht to characterize them during the whole week. 
he stock of clothes amongst the men will, it is true, 
^nerally be scanty at first, but a portion of it may, 
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It is a fatal error in an officer to coart popularity 
by unworthy means, or indeed by any means, except 
those of &ir-dealing and strict propriety, equal 
justice to all, and as much indulgence as the nature 
of the service will admit of. But, at the same time, 
advantage may he taken of accidental opportunities 
^ of putting the people into good-humour during an 
' outfit; and by indulging them in a jollification, we 

* may occasionally give them something to think of 

* at the moment, and to talk of for weeks afterwards. 

When I was fitting out his Majesty's sloop Lyra 

at Deptford, in 1815, to accompany tiie embassy to 

China, under Lord Amherst, it occurred to me one cold 

morning, the 24th of December, that it might not have 

a bad effect on the good name of my pretty little craft, 

if I gave the ship's company a regular blow-out the 

next day. I communicated this idea to the first lieu~ 

tenant, who, seeing no objection, sent for some of the 

leading men, and said each mess war to have a goose 

and a turkey for their Christmas dinner. My steward 

was then told to arrange the details ; and presently 

he came to report that the men had taken it into 

' their heads, that, as the best poultry was to be pro- 

^ eured in London, they should like exceedingly to be 

^ aUowed to despatch an embassy to Leadcnhall 

"^ Market for that purpose ; the first lieutenant agreed 

? also to this, and two seamen and one marine were 

* forthwith landed at Deptford to execute the mission. 
W A cart being hired, off they set, returning before 
^ sunset, with as noisy a cargo as ever I saw 
^ ■ packed together. It so happened, that while we lay 

* on one side of the hulk, I forget her name, another 
*■' ship was lashed on the opposite side for some tem- 

i»<ir,irv niinmsn. Tlift nrflw of our npiirhboiir dinpd 
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;ook no further charge of the matter; nor did I 
expect to hear anything more of the dinner or its 
preparations. In this, howeyer, I was deceived; for 
vhen daylight appeared on Christmas morning of 
L816, such a racket was heard from our little vessel 
\a brought up all hands on board every one of the 
len or a dozen huge East India Company's ships 
unongst which we were anchored, at a place called 
Second Bar. Our fellows had carried the whole of 
ibeir Christmas poultry aloft, and having perched 
hemselves at the yard-arms and on the cross-trees, 
:aif, and flying jib-boom ends, they made each of 
he wretched birds fast with a string six or eight 
eet long, in such a manner that they could flap 
heir wings, but could not escape. The great diffi- 
ulty, as I afterwards learned, was how to keep the 
lucks and geese from making a noise till the proper 
Qoment arrived, and this was not effected without 
undry bites and scratches. As soon as broad day- 
ight came, the word was given, and the whole flock 
leing dropped to the full length of their lines, they 
et up such a screaming, cackling, and flapping, as 
ould not fail, when aided by the mingled laughter 
nd shouts of their future demolishers, to call the 
nvious attention of the whole surrounding fleet ! 

It is very useful to keep the people in agood humour 
t all times ; though, as I have already suggested, 
lie captain must avoid even the appearance of court- 
ig popularity at the expense of his oflicers. Such an 
nworthy course of proceeding strikes at the root of 
iscipline. A truly right-minded oflBcer, therefore, 
t the head of any department, whether it be that 
' a ship, a fleet, an army, or a cabinet, will seldom, 

ever, take into his calculations the effect which 
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CHAPTER XXIV. 

FITTINO OUT, 



: N tbe course of a week or ten days after a 

ship is commissioned, the officers are 

collected on hoard their hulk, and they 

hestir themselves to gather their com- 

about them. In the first instance they look 

their "noble selves" by selecting, at some 

. salary extra, a boy or a marine a-piece for a 

They next find out a good steward, and 

ig installed him in possession of the nascent 

of gun-room crockery, make him hunt for a 

generally a black man, who takes into his sable 

Ing the pots and pans of the growing mess. 

-nates and mids, a portion of whom are appointed 

16 Admiralty, and a portion by the captain, 

lally make their appearance, and settle into 

dungeon of a berth under the caterage of some 

)y of a captain's clerk or a hard-a- weather mate 

D decks. A pretty large proportion of youngsters 

or squeakers, who cannot be appointed without 

previous consent of the Admiralty, spring up 

nushrooms, with rosy cheeks and tender hands, 

y unconscious, poor little fellows ! of the rugged 

they are soon to lead. 



* • 
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thoro bo only a few sailors on bonrd, these can bo 
3m ployed to get off the fiirniture, that is, all the 
blocks, ready stropped in the rigging loft ; and to 
Iraw the present use stores from the dockyard. 
Fhese can all be kept under lock and key in the 
itore-rooms of the hulk; and if the rigging, and 
everything required in placing it aloft, be previously 
itted and arranged by the boatswain, so that he can 
)ut his hand at once on the gear as soon as a suffi- 
cient number of the crew join, much time will be 
laved. Even the lower rigging may be got off all 
■eady fitted from the loft; while the runners and 
ackles, the luffs, and other purchases, may be put 
n preparation for use the moment there are hands 
mough to employ on them. 

By application to the boatswain of the yard, assis- 
tance will be given to gammon the bowsprit, pre- 
paratory to its being clothed, which is the technical 
^rm for rigging that important spar. One of its 
principal offices is to support the foremast and fore- 
topmast, by means of their stays, as the slanting 
*ope8 are called which stretch forwards and down- 
nrards from the head of every mast, great and small, 
n the ship. Some of these, as the main-stay, lie at 
10 inconsiderable an angle with the horizon, that 
hey possess great power of sustaining the miwi i 
vhUe others, such as the fore-stay, being not'mmri\y 
nore perpendicular, do not act to such goo<l mptthnnl" 
•al purpose. There is a peculiar tWimtUnnii^tt 
attending the method of securing tb#t (tfftt'Mniif, 
irising from the position of the twud* H \it \i^'mi 
o near the extremity of the nh\p, tb»i i\m nU^y, 
rhich forms its only support in thf!forWfir44lr(«tiimt, 
!annot be attached to the body of the VMW«t| witttout 
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luty of their figure-head ; and many a time have 
seen the captain of the forecastle employed for 
urs in painting the eyes, hair, and drapery of his 
ourite idol. I suppose few commanding-o£Scer8 
U allow of this liberty ; for it must he owned that 
Jack's taste in female beauty, and in the disposi- 
•n and colours of dress, are borrowed from a very 
estionable model, his labours in adorning the 
ure-head are apt to produce strange monsters. I 
ce heard of a captain who indulged his boatswain in 
is whim of representing his absent love as far as 
e king's allowance of paint could carry the art ; and 
must be owned, that, as the original Dulcinea owed 
T roses to the same source, the representation 
;ame very close aboard of the original/' as the de- 
fhted boatswain expressed it. This very proximity 

colouring, scantiness of drapery, and so forth, 
lich formed the boatswain's pride, perplexed the 
)rthy captain, who had given his sanction to the 
)rk, for he could never cross the bows of his own 
ip with a party of fiiends, without raising a laugh 

the expense of his taste in figures. The whole 
ew, however, soon fell as much in love with the 
.nisel as the boatswain had done before them ; and 
would have been cruel to have sent the painter to 
.ub her ladyship all over with one uniform colour, 
cording to the general fiishion. The considerate 
•mmander took a different line. 

** You seem proud of your head, Mr. Clearpipe, I 
lall gild her for you !" 

In a few days, the sparkling eyes and blushing 
leeks of Mrs. Boatswain, like Danae, had yielded 
3 their charms to the golden shower. The glitter- 
ig figure-head soon became the delight of the ship's 
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jT-established rules of seamaiwhip. The grand 
)ct is to support each mast kterally by a number 
hrouds on each side, inclining slightly abaft the 
pendicular, to prevent its filing either sidewayi 
brwards, and ako, by means of two stays, the 
icipal stay and the spring stay, both stretching in 
Une of the keel, to hold it forwards. The width 
he ship affords what is called a spread for the 
ring, which spread is augmented by the i^plica- 
i of broad shelves, called channels, carrying the 
^ng three or four feet further out on each side, 
[ making its angle with the masts greater, and 
sequendy increasing the support of the shrouds. 
^se channels act merely as out-riggers, in the 
mate point of fixture, or l^iat against which the 
ouds pull, is lower down, where long links of iron 
ed chain-plates, are securely bolted through and 
ougfa the solid ribs of the ship, and ri vetted within* 
3 upper ends of these chain-plates are furnished 
h what are called dead-eyes, great round blocks 
^ood pierced with holes, through which the Un- 
•ds are rove by which the rigging is set up, or 
,wn almost as tight as bars of iron. The topmasts^ 
ng immediately above the lower masts, are sup- 
*ted chiefly by rigging spread out by the tops, or 
at people on shore miscall round-tops. Themi, 
e the channels for the lower rigging, are mere pro- 
tions or out-riggers ; the true point of support for 
3 topmast rigging is the lower shrouds, the con* 
3tion being made by what are called fiittock tihrouds 
1 catharpins. The top-gallant maHts, at the next 
ge aloft, are supported by shrouds passing through 
) ends of small spare called cross-trees, at tlio 
ad of the top-mast ; and so on in NucccSNion, up 

B li 
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People too often forget, that politeness, punctu- 
ality, and general Attention to business, are all reci- 
procal qualities ; and t' at, unless they themselves 
employ such means in their intercourse with official 
^ aathorities, it is hopeless to expect these authorities 
^ will put themselves one inch out of their way to 
]^ obb'ge persons who manifestly hold them in contempt. 
*** At least, until we can procure angels to take the 
_ ^ office of master-attendant, master-shipwright, store- 
' "keeper, and so forth, the laws and customs of human 
^ nature will continue to regulate such influences. 
^ Your gruff and sulky letter-of-the-law man will, no 
' doubt, get his ship fitted, in process of time, but not 
lialf so well, nor nearly so quickly, as he who takes 
matters cheerfully. 

"When a sufficient number of hands have been 
volunteered at the rendezvous, and stationed to the 
different parts of the ship's duty, the first lieutenant 
should form them into separate working parties, as 
carefully selected as possible for the different kinds 
of work required. The gunner will take one of these 
gangs to the ordnance-wharf, to fit the tackles and 
breechings ; another party will be sent to the sail- 
loft to fit the sails ; a third party may be occupied 
with stowing the water-tanks, and preparing the 
holds for the provisions ; while some hands should 
be sent to weave mats for covering the different parts 
of the rigging. The carpenters form a most impor- 
tant department of the crew, as there are many little 
jobs to be attended to in every part of the ship which 
the dockyard pass over ; and it is useful to have 
one or two carpenters always ready at a call to drive 
in a nail here, or fix a cleat there, or to ease or fill 
up what does not fit nicely. 
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I the spirit-room and after- hold may, hy timely 
Ijustment, be so placed as to gain much useful 
Mice. These things are now much better attended 
> than formerly in the original fitting of the ship ; 
ut I mention ihem to prevent, as &r as may be, the 
angerous practice of taking that for granted which 
Imits of farther examination. Moreover, as no two 
38sels are exactly alike in all their dimensions, and 
>rrect seamanship is guided by principles, which an 
fficer ought to understand, it will not do to rely 
pon things being done properly when they are done 
y rule-of-thumb. Thus the position of the main- 
ick block, and those of the fore and main sheets, 
lie main-brace blocks, topsail sheet and brace bitts, 
ith the number of sheeves in each, and twenty 
ther things relating to kevils, cleats, and belaying 
ins, will be dependent for much of their eventual 
fficiency on the length of the yards, the size of the 
ails, and other circumstances which it is quite in 
ain, and quite unreasonable to expect the dockyard 
rorkmen to take into account. 

By the time the ship, to which every one has ere 
his become attached, is so far advanced as to have 
llher spars on end, the artificers will have completed 
heir hammerings, sawings, and nailings, and the 
nain-hold will have been stowed with water-tanks. 
t is then time to draw the heavy stores from the 
lockyard, such as anchors, cables, spare anchor- 
tocks, fishes for the lower masts, and other spars, 
brming, when packed together in two lines, one on 
•ach side of the upper deck, what are called " the 
)oom9." Great care must be taken in stowing these 
lusters of spars so as to leave room enoujrh botwcon 
hem, and just room enough, for stowing tlio laun.-Ii 
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' The main hold being now stowed^ the eablet^ 
anchors, and spare spars, all on boards the qnaatitj 
of provisions required to complete for the serrioe ap« 
pointed may be applied for, and will be sent off in 
.the victoalling-offioe lighters. The parser then get* 
on board coals, candles, lanterns, and other stores m 
his department. The rigging has been repeatedly 
set up, and is now so well stretched that it w ready 
for the last pull before going oot of harbour, Tbt* 
done, and the dead-eyes and radines squared, the 
«hroud and backstay mats are put 00, and the mamUt 
and studding-sail booms carefully seraped« TheUmer 
masts, and the heads of the topmasts and UfpigMMnt 
masts, are next painted, the yards bladced, md iite 
rigging and backstays fore and aft tarred down, Tl»e 
whole ship ought now to be scraped within and 
without, and thoroughly cleaned and drittd; tlfht 
which the painters may be sent fr^r from th^; do^^' 
yard, and when they have primed the ship it will 1^ 
well to give her decks another g^iod netmrinK, St-xt 
black the bends, while the painters fininh t\ut upfMf 
works with one or two more coats ; ami, fjtially, rtf 
touch the bends with the Uaek-brush. 

When the paint is thoroughly dry, i}tt* gtmn wmI 
ordnance stores are to be got on board, and all ilm 
remaining stores drawn from tlie dockyard, Utufiittf 
nothing, if possible, excepting t}ut tfaftptfWtUtr, f o )m 
got off. At this stage of the e^iuiprrK^t, ilii^ r/^^tf 
forming the running rigging may Ik? r<;t<f tkiui rui, 
At the same time, both nmtn of Hailn //ii^^hi ti> |/« yifi 
onboard in a decked lighter, ow, i'or kUtmiif^ ^^"y 
in the sail-room, but cornfJ<jt<'ly UiU'A Hwi rttuiy to* 
use; the others to hf; U-ut to tli<r yar«l*«. Tin \,inn 
mock-cloths aUo h<.in;( now fifU- 1, ;ir/; \tth <{/!>» oU , 



mini, the working boats are 
ones drawn, and hoisted in. 
unserviceable stores, worn ool 
returned to the dockyard, ini 
mocks, which must be well sen 
neatly up. The new hammocl 
and the bedding being lashed 
stowed in the nettings, with 
in a straight line, in regnla 
Tliis arrangement not only j 
useful in affording the means 
ticular hammock which may 
stance, if a man is taken sick, < 
to be sent to other ships. 

Generally speaking, indeed, 
the attention bestowed on rej 
even dandyism, in all these 
with it more than a correspo 
tical advantage. The men so< 
their officer approves of and 
with ; and, when once they fa 
obligation in the accomplishn] 



A GOOD CHIEF 377 

tlemanlike. In one case the crew work as little 
may be, and eyen take a morbid pleasure in 
)8ing the yiews of the officers as much as they 
sibly can without incurring the risk of punish- 
it; and they never stir a 6nger in works not 
ctly within their assigned duty. In the other case, 
ire good will, a temperate exercise of authority, 
ulgence, when it can by possibility be granted, 
I, above all, when no coarse language unworthy 

lips of an officer and a gentleman is used, the 
ult is very different. All the subordinate authori- 
), and indeed the crew at large, then become 
ensibly possessed of an elasticity of obedience 
ich exerts a two-fold influence, by reacting on 
>mselves even more than it operates upon the 
nmanding-officer whose judicious deportment has 
led out the exertion. I may safely add, that in the 
ict discipline which is absolutely indispensable in 
)ry efficient man-of-war, and under all the circum- 
nces of confinement, privation, and other inevi- 
ile hardships to which both officers and men are 
posed, such a course of moderation and good- 
ceding, independently of its salutary effect on the 
nds of the people, works most admirably for the 
blic service, and more than doubles the results, by 
idering men, who otherwise might have been dis- 
sed to retard the duty, sincerely zealous in its 
^ancement. 

Lord Nelson, that great master of war and disci- 
ine, and all that was noble and good in the cauite of 
s country, understood, better perhaps than any 
her officer, the art of applying these wholww>rne 
axims to the practice of duty at the exact monunt 

need. Duringthelongandweary period when lord 
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When, therefore, the captain came on board, 
irritability and provocation, the Admiral to 
notice, but chatted with him during breakfast 
news from England, and other indifferent m 
as it his guest had been in the best humour po 
The other, who was nursing his displeasure, 
only for an op|x>rtunity of exploding, when he 
do so without a breach of decorum. Lord 1 
soon gave him the occasion he appeared to se< 
I)v begjring him to step into the after-cabin, an 
asking him w\\at he thought of the station, an 



LORD NELSON. 3^9 

Vio fl]ioiild like cruising in the Levant and otlier in- 
teresting parts of the Mediterranean. 

** Why, as to that, my lord, I am not very likely 
^ to have any choice. I am sent here to join the 
^ blockading fleet, and here, no douht, I am doomed 
^ to stick. I care nothing about the Mediterranean, 

~ and it would matter little if I did.'' 

^ '* I am sorry to hear you speak in that way," said 

kelson, " for I had reckoned a good deal on your 

. . ^ctiWty, personal knowledge, and abilities, to execute 

H service of some consequence in the upper parts of 

"tte station. In this view I have been cutting out a 

^cruise for ydu, which I had hoped might enable you 

txi see everything that is interesting, and at the same 

^ime to execute a delicate and difficult piece of 

service. But if you really do not fancy it, only say 

80 — it is not a business that can be done well on 

oompulsion, but must be done cheerfully. If you 

have a mind to go, well and good — if not, I must 

look out for some one else — but you are the man I 

should prefer, if it be agreeable to you. Here is a 

sketch of your orders, and there is the chart — look 

them over at leisure, and make your decision.'' 

As Lord Nelson spoke these words he went on 
deck, leaving the poor man bewildered at the prospect 
of the very employment he most desired, and not a 
\ little ashamed of himself for having anticipated ko 
^ different a reception. The captain gratefully accepted 
■ the Admiral's offer, sailed on the appointed service, 
" which he executed with such diligence and zeal, 
* that he actually returned to the blockading fleet long 
' within the period he was authorized to bestow on th© 
'^ Cruise ; and there he remained ever afterwards, por- 
' /brminff all the drudgery of the blockading sen iciT 
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3Tson beyond the sentries should ever be allowed to 
) from the hulk to the ship, except during working 
ours. This rule preyents any interference with the 
>ol8 or unfinished work of the dockyard men. In 
word, the crew should never be allowed to suppose 
lat the discipline of forms and appearances, so to 
lU it, is relaxed, because the usual regularity of 
orking is in some degree interrupted. That a ship 
essentially in good order can at once be discovered 
Y a professional eye, in the midst of her most bust- 
ig occupations and at any stage of the outfit. 
Last of all the pilot comes on board ; the sails 
e loosed and hoisted; and the lashings being cast 
f from the hulk, the gay ship sails joyously out of 
irbour, and takes up her anchorage at the anchor- 
gr grround. The officers and crew set to work in 
ttting things into their places ; and being all 
oroughly tired of harbour, and anxious to get to 
a, a fresh feeling of zeal and activity pervades the 
lole establishment. 

The powder is now got on board ; the warrant- 
Beers "indent" or sign the proper acknowledge 
ents for their stores at the dockyard; and the 
irser, having completed the stock of provisions, 
ofies his accounts at the victualling-ofike. The 
iptain's wife begins to pack up her band-boxes in 
ider to return home, while the Jews and bum-boat 
'SkB are poshing all the interest thoy can sei%pe 
)gether to induce the first lieutenant to give them 
Je priority of entrance with their goodo and chat- 
Js on the approaching jiay-day. The Bailors* wivf-s 
>out this period Ixfwiojrr; the captain and hi"* Udy 
temately, with petition*! Vt }m; allowr-/] to ^o to ^^-a 
the ship; to all, or mo«jt of which, adcaf f-ar riiU'-t 
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